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" Marat makes
~ progress

g PARIS. Nov 16: ATP Cluan-
plons Race leader Marar Salin

moved into the last 16 of the

Parls Masters  Series  on
Wednesday. but it was midunight
by the time he ousted gritin
Swiss qualitier George Bastl,
reports AFP.

Safin came through 7-5. 6-4
in 1l 19min with a single
break in cach set as he ronnded
off a packed progranune on
centre court that saw the Rus-
sian's evening match start sone
two hours later than scheduled.

He next faces French hope
and 16th seed Sebastien Gros-

an. who breezed past Tommy
aas of Germany 7-5. 6-4.

One of the matches delaving
Safin's entrance saw Spanish
eighth seed Alex Corretjin oust
Frenchiman Armaud Clement 6-
2. G-T l:: ?' iy-.4

Crocodile tears

~  From page 13 '
its debut in 1982
Moreover. Zimmbabwe beciaune
the only debutaut side to have
drawn the first Test they ever
played against ludia in 1993
Ramchand himself should
have been a little more prudent.
The fact that Bangladesh could
stretch mighty India into a
fourth day was a morale victory
for the home team. And what
about the performances of
century-maker Aminul Islam
and skipper Naimur Rahman
who claimed six wickets? These
were no miracle happenings but

ﬁ essentially the product ol hard

'

work and determination. He
should remember that ‘Rome
wasn't built in a day"

The chance to rub shoulders
with a team that boasts three of
the leading batsmen in the

ame todayv was a great honour.

1d ves. it was because ol our
lack of experience that we
crumbled in the second in-
nings. Nevertheless, it is worth
remembering that one leams
from one’s mistakes. And it is
accepted that defeats like the
one Bangladesh suffered will
continue for some years. Think
about 1he urn that contains the
*‘Ashes  Australia has held on to

it for as long as we remember.
but 1t doesn't stop England
from tryving to regain it every
four vears since 1986.

Another thing that Ram-
chand hasn't taken into consid-
eration is the commendable
results of the last first-class
fixtures before Bangladesh en-
tered the Test arena. Both
matches against England A
and West Indies were drawn.
And manager of the England A’
team Mike Gatting was veryv
impressed by the standard of
facilities. This was one of the
factors that led to the sport's
governing body making us the
tenth Test-playing country.

Above all. the arrival ol
Eddie Barlow made all the dil-
ference. He has worked dav and
night to brin% the standard o!
cricket up to ICC requirements.
His role was crucial in con-
vincing the original nine mem-
bers to support our Test plea.

Our results in South Africa
were frankly to be expected
because the plavers never en-
countered bouncy and f{ast
tracks at home.

Even as we speak measures
are already in place to make the
adjustment to five-dav matches
smoother. By that | mean from
this season the National League
(first class competition) will be
of four davs duration. On the
final day a one-day match will
be played. Under such a
method plavers can understand
the benefits of both the long
and short versions of the game.
Numerous age-group tourna-
ments will be held throughout
the country. The Bangladesh
Cricket Board is also developing
venues of intermational stan-
dard outside the capital.

Four Sri Lankan coaches arv
working at the moment for dif-
ferent age-group cricketer. Be-
sides. several specialised lor-
eign coaches are going to be
hired. The ICC itsell is helping
to raise wmnpiring standards
, through a special clinic bfll]%
run by one its most respectec
oflicials Steve Bucknor of Ja-
niaica

Acquiring Test status is not
the end of our journev. Rather
it’s just bhegun.

+ Azhar comes

From page 13
alist limdu organisations have
recently  anacked o beauaty
parlonr owned by the wile of
former cncketer Manoj Prablhia-
Kar and stormed a press con-

NEW DELHIL Nov
16: John Wright
took charge as
Indian  cricket's
Hrst foreign coach
on Thursday.
diving head on inte unchar-
tered territory that resembles a
snakepit, reports AFP.

The former New Zealand
captain will not only have to
contend with a mediocre na-
tional team, but also ensure
quick results to tide over anger
among former players over a
foreigner usurping the job that
was. till now. theirs by right.

With the game clouded by
match-fixing sleaze, Wright
could not have hoped lor a
worse time to start his stint
with an administration that is

known to lose patience with
coaches very quickly.
As many as five Indian

coaches have been dumped in
the last five years as the team
stuttered from one defeat to
another, and remained without
a Test win outside the sub-
continent since the England
tour in 1986,

The procession began with
Ajit Wadekar's ouster after the
World Cup in 1996, followed by
Sandeep Patil. Madan Lal. Ans-
human Gaekwad and Kapil Dev
in quick succession.

Wright starts an initial one-
vear term with the two-Test
series against Zimbabwe from
Saturday, but his big test
comes next February when
Australia undetake a six-week
tour.

The genial 46-year-old said
his primary task was to instill a
sense of pride in the players.

“Incorporating the pride of
plaving for the country will be
my prime agenda,” Wright said
during his first training session
with the Indians ahead of Sat-
urday's first Test.

“It's not that the plavers do
not have pride now, but | ex-
pect somne changes in the davs
to come.

I am honoured and de-
lighted to get the assignment. |
ain here to give my best. The
rest is up to the people to de-
cide.” he said.

The New Zealander. coach of
Indian Test star Rahul Dravid's
English county side Kent, was
reportedly backed by senior
plavers like captain Sourav
Ganguly and Sachin Tendulkar.

But not many ex-players. in-
cluding former captain Bishan
Bedi. are convinced he is the
solution to India’s problems.

"We are not a novice crick-
cting nation to expect a loreign
coach to come and hmprove our
standards,” Bedi, one of the
game's  outstandin left-arm
spinners and himself the Indian
coach in 1990, said.

Former Test opener Arun
Lal, a respected critic of the
game, was even more forth-
coming.

"I can’'t think of what John
Wright can do that Gaekwad or
the others can't,” he saild. "A
foreign coach would have litile
idea ol our habits, eating. lra-
difton. language and customs,

ot everything's Wright

cun be guaged by the fact that
even as he took over, the BCCI
indicated 1t would have pre-
ferred former Australian coach
Geoll Marsh for the job.

Former BCCI president Raj
Singh Dungarpur, who was on
the four-man selection panel to
pick the new coach. said "our
jaws dropped when Marsh ex-
pressed his inability to coach
the team.”

"We wanted Marsh, but he
himself backed out after look-
ing at our packed schedule.”
Dungarpur said. "And Greg
Chappell sounded as if he was

India’s newlv-appointed cricket coach John Wright (L) tries

to draw the auttention of

skipper

Saurav Ganguly to

something during a practice session at the National Stadium

in New Delhi vesterday.

"We are not creating cricket.
Instead of getting a foreign
coach, the ﬁﬂglt“iﬁl.‘i should have
concentrated on improving do-
mestic cricket.”

Wright was hired for an un-
disclosed amount, which Board
of Control for Cricket in India
(BCC1) president A.C. Muthiah
sail “was more or less the same
as the plavers.

The perils that await Wright

—AFP photo
making a great sacrilice coming
to India. :

“At least Wright was sincere
he wanted to prove himself. But
we have taken on Marsh as a
consultant, who will guide us in

restructuring our domestic
cricket,” he said.
The 46-year-old  Wright

plaved 82 Tests for New Zea-
land, scoring 5.334 runs at an
average of 37.82.

BCCI's

NEW DELHI. Nov
| v: Indian cricket
«Tuefs said on
Thursday thev
will abide by the
dovernment's de-
to ¢ancel next month's
tour of Pakistan. despite the
latter's threats to boycott all
future matches. reports AFP.

"Such decisions are taken by
the government in national
interest and the Board has to
bide by it." Board of Control
for Cricket in India (BCCI)
president AC Muthiah said
from Simgapore

"We are helpless m
matter.” BCCl secretary Javia-
want Lele said. "At least the
plavers will now be available for
domestic cricket.”

Pakistan. who stand to lose
willions of dollars in sponsor-
<ship money because of the
aborted tour. threatened to
boveott all matches with India
in future.

Ci=1i1)

this

"This puts us in a position
where we would like 10 review
our relationship with India and
mayv not play them even in ofl-
Iri-nation. one-day
cvents.” Pakistan Cricket Board
PCBI Chairman General Taugir
Zia said on Wednesday.

The first event that could be
affected is the Sharjah tri-series
between Pakistan. India and Sri
Lanka next April. Zia said

-\..’lllll'

hands are tied

cricket ties with Pakistan. but
allowedl contacts at  multi-
nationt  events' like the [CC
Knock-ont tournament i

Kenva in October.

India were scheduled to play
three Tests and five one-day
internationals in December-
January during it's first Test
tour of Pakistan in 11 vears

India's foreign office said
Pakistan's "hostile propaganda
and constant calls for jehad

(holy war)” provoked the can-
cellation of the tour.

"A regular tour of Pakistan
at this stage by the Indian
cricket team is inappropriate.” a
ministry spokesman said.

Official contact between the
two South Asian rivals has
been frozen since May last vear
when Indian troops began a
bitter 10-week battle against
Pakistan-backed forces along
their disputed border in Kash-
HIr. R

Former Test star Bishan
Bedi. who captained India on a
tour of Pakistan in 1978. said it
was a "political decision. not a
cricketing one."

Things in Pakistan are not
any different from what we saw
i 1978." he said. "Although the
government’'s decision was on
expected lines, | disagree.

"Sports is the best medium
to strengthen ties between
neighbours.”

Another former Test crick-

party. however differed.

"India has always been
ahicad in maintaining good re-
latioms with Pakistan.” he said
"But Pakistan has not recipro-
cated in the same manner so
far.”

The Indian team, preparing
for the first Test against Zim-
babwe here from Saturday,
refused to comment on the gov-
ermunent’'s decision.

India last played a Test
match 1n Pakistan in 1989, but
crossed the border for a three-
match limited-overs series in
1997

This is the second time in
three months that the Indian
covernment has refused to clear
a cricket series against Paki-
stan

'he annual Sahara Cup se-
ris in Canada in September
was also cancelled for the sec-
ond consecutive year at India’s
behest

Pakistan. however, plaved
three Test matches in India
early last vear, before the Kargil
conflict broke out in May.

Two of the Tests in Madras
and New Delhi passed off with-
out any incident, but the third
in Calcutta was marred by un-
ruly crowd behaviour.

Pakistan won the match in
front of empty stands after po-
lice were forced to evict all
spectators, except officials and

The Indian government had eter Kirti Azad, a member of the media. from the Eden Gar-
earlier banned all bilateral parliament from the ruling dens.
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ACC Trpohy
Malaysia stay
in the hunt

DUBAIL. Nov 16: Malaysia
kept their hopes allve at the
Asian Cricket Council Trophyv
when they sneaked to a last.
pasp victory over Kuwalt in a
Group A encounter on Thurs.-
dav. reports AFP.

- Kuwalt chasing 237 to win,
needed six runs off the last
over, but their hopes were
dashed when captain Taher
Bastaki was clean bowled by
medium  pace bowler Mun-
usamy Muniandy in the second
delivery of the over,

The wicket hrought a huge
sigh of relief to Malaysia who

were on the verge of being
knocked out of a berth in the
semifinals  having lost  their
opening encounter to Hong
Kong by 17 runs on Wednes-
day.

Hong Kong scored their soc-
ond successive victory, romping
to o 53-run win over Singapore.
Pul into bat. Hong Kong piled
up 270 for eight with Rahul
Sharma (95). captain Stewart
Brew (50) and Saleem Malik
(55) plaving major roles.

They then restricted Malay-
sta to 217 or six in their 50
oves. Andrw Scott., who hit an
tmbeaten 108 against Kuwaii

was once again in fine nick.
top-scoring  with 58 while
Joshua Dt‘?aringj scored 42.

Zheng Renghun (48) and Kiran
Dshipande (41 not out) were
also amongst the runs.

Meanwhile minnows Japan
were totally out of their depth
as ley crashed to an eight
wicket defeat to the Maldives in
a Group B encounter,

Japan batting first were
dismissed for 59 in the 26 overs
with fast bowlers Imad Ismatl
taking three for 11 and Ahmed
Amir grabbing three for seven
Maldive Islands then knocked
offt the runs. reaching GO for
two i 12 overs.

Practice will make
Walsh perfect

MELBOURNE. Nov 165
Courtney Walsh savs he s
ready to get down to business
on the Australian tour and will
fine-tune for next week's open-
ing Test against Victoria start
ing at the Melbourne Crickel
Ground Friday. reports AFP

Walsh was Thursday named
in the tourists' team along with
batsman Brian Lara in the final
hitout before next Thursday's
lirst Test against Australia in
Brisbhane.

The veteran fast bowler does
not really need the workout
according to captain Jimmy
Adams, who said the 38-year-
old was "grooving” after bowling
just six overs on tour in a one-
daver.

Walsh had displayed his
dguile by resting from all three
lcad-up matches before taking
34 wickets in the Windies' last
Test series in England earlier
this vear.

‘I had just come back from
back-to-back Tests in the Car-
ibbean and we had a lot of
cricket there at the time,"
Walsh said Thursday

"‘But it's a different scenario
here. | haven't plaved much
cricket.

Curator’s
promise

PERTH. Nov 16: The man
who prepared a pitch umpires
declared dangerous after only

five overs had been bowled.
promised here Thursday a
world-class track would be

ready for the second Australia-
West Indies Test starting at the
WACA Ground in 15 days. re-
ports AFP.

"I've got no concerns about
the qualitv of the wicket for the
Test matceh.” curator Richard
Winter said at a media confer-
ence called by the Western
Australian Cricket Association
o quell eriticism after Wednes-
tlav s larce

Weekend cricket
league starts
today

Sports Reporter
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South Alrica, Nov
16: Facing Allan
Donald  on  his
home ground as
he hunts down
his 300th Test wicket is not a
prospect  the injary-hit  New
Zealanders are relishing.

South Africa meet New Zea-
land Friday in the first of three
Test matches at Springbok Park
after handing them a 5-0 defeat

Ls L e
STEPHEN FLEMING
in a six-match one-dav inerna-
tional series, reports Al

Donald, who will be plaving
in his 63rd Test match. has
taken 297 wickets, He has re-
discovered his rhythm and pace
after a lengthy break from In-
ternational cricket in the earlier
part of the year. and he seems
more motivated than ever.

The regularity with which he
takes wickets makes him a
learsome opponent. Only Paki-
stan’'s Waqgar Younis has a bel-
ter strike rate of the bowlers
above him on the list of most
successiul wicket-takers.

New Zealand's batting has
looked sparse throughout the
Sonth  African leg ol thelr
lengthy African  junket  Roger

Twose has opted to e a one-

day specialist, and he was their
plaver of the tour unul lus de-
partuge,

The remaining batsmen are
all batting for lorm. Opener
Mark Richardson looks In good
formy with three centuries in
three innings In the Kiwis
warmup matches, but Nathan
Astle, captain Stephen Flemin
and Cralg McMillan have al
looked scralchy.

In  addition. all rounder
Chiris Cairns is oul with his
knee problem. That is a double
blow for the tourists, as he
would have bolstered their bat-
ting and bowling. That problem
has been exacerbated by the
injury to Scott Styris, who
would have attempted to (fill
Cairns’ role.

Star Sports will show the
match live from 1:55 pm |
(BST) |

Injury has tolally decimated
New Zealand bowling. Spin
prospect Daniel Vettori is home
withi a stress fracture, and with
Stmon Doull. Dion Nash and
Ceoll Allott inissing, leg-spinner
Brooke Walker s going to have
1o shoulder the load together
with Shayne O'Connor.

Both look like good pros-
pects. but unlikely to run
through any batting order just
vet, let alone South Africa’s.

For South Africa, Jonty
Rhodes retirement from Test
cricket opens a hole at No. 5.

filled "by the in-form Neil
McKenzie.
After a brilllant one-day se-

rics with the bat, Lance Kluse-
ner is set to shift up to No. 6. a
position many believe he should
have filled some vears ago. With
lHerschelle Gibbs  still serving
his ban for agreeing to under-
perform in a match, Boeta Dip-
penaar continues his  short
partnership at the top of the
order with Gary Kirsten

Donald returus for his first
lest in almost a vear. and

NZ-SA begin Test rivalry

Makhaya Ntini gets the nod
ahead of the injured Mormantau
Hayward.

Off-spinner Nicky Boje could
prove to be a real thorn in the
Kiwis® side. but not necessarily
as a bowler. He can be used
anywhere in the batting order
fromi No. 4 to No. B, given his
current superb run of form that
inclhnded another century in
domestic four-day cricket last
weekend.

& ! A

SHAUN POLLOCK
TEAMS
SOUTH AFRICA (from):

Garv Kirsten. Boeta Dippenaar,
Jacques Rallis. Darvll Culliman.
Nell McKenzie. Lance Klusener.
Mark Bouclier., Nicky Boje,
Shaun Pollock (captain). Allan
Donald. Makhava Ntini. Shafiek
Abrahams.

NEW ZEALAND (from):
Mark Richardson, Craig Spear-
man. Matthew Sinclair. Stephen
Fleming (captain), Nathan Astle,

Hamish Marshall, Craig McMi-
lainf. Adam Parore, Brooke
Walker. Daryl Tuffey. Shayme

O Connor
Walmesly

Umpires: Arani Jayapra-
kash, India, and Dave Orchard.
South Africa

Chris Martin, Kerry

Aussies increase

SYDNEY,., Nov 106
Australia may
throw a four-man
pace attack
against the West
lidies in 1next
week's first  Brisbane cricket

Test after Andy Bichel was re-
called Thursday, reports AFP

Bichel was the surprise in-
clusion in the 13-man squad
added because of the unknown
characteristics of the relaid
yabba pitch, his workhorse
qualities and his form.

Australian captain Steve
Waugh welcomed the Queen-
slander's recall and acknowl-
edged a full-on speed attack of
Glenn McGrath, Brett Lee. Ja-
son Gillespie and Bichel was a
possibility

He also hinted Bichel, with
his dangerous late swing, could
see Test action in the series

"Just in case the wicket's
reallyv green and under-
prepared then you've got the

option of playing four quicks
and | think that's possibly the
reason why he's been picked!

Waugh said Thursday

But looking ahiead to Perth,
he's a good into-the-wind swing
bowler who can do the job of an
Adam Dale or a Damien Flem-
ing doing the hard vards
so he's probably a chance of
going there as well.”

McGrath, Lee and Gillespie
all prefer to bowl downwind

Bichel has unflattering fig-
ures of two wickets at 148.5
from his three previous Tests
two against the Windies in
1996-97 and one against South
Africa the following season

But already this season he
has taken 20 wickets at an
average of 23.45 in three out-
ings for Queensland and laslt
season took 53 wickets at
1 8.66

The new Gabba wicket block
was taken out to allow the field
o be resurfaced for the Olyi
pic Games lootball matches and
there's soie uncertainty
whether it will retain the char-
acteristics which helped pro-
duce results in eight of the past
| ) Tests there

Masud Ahmed Rumi of BSS (R), who became the table tennis
singles champion 1in the Dhaka Reporters’ Unity sports,
receiving the trophv from Justice Habibur Rahman durng
the prize oiving ceremony at the DRU office vesterday Unity

president M Anwarul Hug is also seen.

-->Star photo 1
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he pace

Tvpically the Gabba is a

pacenian s piteh  earlv before
levelling  our favonur the
batsmen and tially takimg tum
on the fnal day — an ideal
recipe  lor  Australian eams
which lLave imcihuded Shane
Wame. bt who is now mured
Australia have rarelv con-

Sicdered a lowur-miann pace atra Kk
since Wanie vinerged the
world's best spinner and while
the injured Warmne be
there, his leg-spin replacement
Stuart MacGill still appears a
more likely option than Bichel
in the first Test starting Thurs-

ii.i‘.

MacGill and Wame
didn 't (o0 Venomous
against the West Indies the last
time the teams met in the Car-
ibbean in 1999 but Wauglh
cxpected MacGill to prove diffi-
cult this summer
| don't think he was at his

last time in the Test
matches over there and Wamie
SAIllE

So thev (Windies) didn't see

s

WA rllii

prove

hest

1S LHNe

vhiat thev can do here. | think
they can bowl well to left
handers there's been some
conjecture that theyre not quite
as pgood against the lefties —

but Stuart MacGill's done well
in the games he's plaved this
vear against lefthanders

‘I he bowls the way he's
been bowling he can get anyone
Ot

Waugh also said it was time
for opener Matthew Hayden to
prove he belonged in Test
cricket after retaining his place
following his good forn in New
Zealand earlier this vear

I'm: rapt to see him in there

lle's worked really hard over a
lot ol ATS hhe's a puy who's
going (o make an upact i rest

match cricket. it's just a matter
of il settling n Waugh said
SQUAD

Sty Waugh lcaptainl,
\dam Gilchrnist (vice-captain),
Michael Slater. Matthew Hay-
den istin  Langer, Mark
Waruch. Ricky Ponting Brern
Lec. Jason Gillespie. Stuart
MacGill. Glenn MeGrath. Colin

Aliller. Andrew Bichel

W
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