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30, 2000, the report has been faithful.

and law and order failure.

circumstances.’
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Bangladesh Bank

Annual Report

A central bank's annual report, based as it is on
statistical records, has to be the mirror-image of
reality, almost in the same way that photographs can-
not lie. The just-released Bangladesh Bank Annual
Report, 1999-2000 is no exception to the rule; for, in
its portrayal of progress or decline on the major eco-
nomic indicators during the fiscal year ending on June

It is, however, the analytical or interpretative aspect
to BB's annual report which we do not find ourselves
entirely in agreement with. Higher agricultural pro-
duction, stepped up industrial activity and increased
export contributed to a GDP growth rate of 5.5 per cent
in 1999-2000 as compared with 4.9 per cent a year
ago. We have certainly fared better in those aggregative
terms from the bench-mark 1998-99 which seems all
the more creditable in the context of power break-
downs during the year under review. Were it not for
that serious drawback we would have done still better.

Does it mean though that we are in good economic
health? The most relevant question to ask would be:
are we in any better position than before insofar as
dealing with the soft bellies to some of our major
macro-economic indicators go? Government borrow-
ing is dreadfully up, accounting for a public sector
credit growth at 31.3 per cent. This raised broad
money supply to 18.6 per cent from 12.8 per cent only
a year ago, which in itself was regarded as a high risk
factor then in terms of exerting inflationary pressure
on the economy. Good agricultural harvests helped
cushion off that pressure, but nobody can be sure that
our luck with inflation will hold indefinitely in the face
of government borrowing which remains at a critically
high level despite some whittling down lately. This
being the election year the outlook could change
for the worse. The Bangladesh Bank Annual Report
has, therefore, rightly urged the government to
watch on its lending figures and call a halt to
excess borrowing. Indeed, there is a case for much
better coordination between the monetary policy
framed by Bangladesh Bank and the fiscal policy
followed by the government respectively.

The rates of saving and investment remain worry-
ingly poor. It is hardly inspiring to note that during
January, 99 to June, 2000 foreign investment com-
mitted to industrial projects amounted to US 630 mil-
lion dollar only. Our package of incentives notwith-
standing, even the fact that we have very bad traffic
congestion can be off-putting, let alone political unrest

Trade deficit is only slightly down, remittances are
up and there is current account surplus fron_l what
was a deficit in the year preceding. The foreign
exchange reserve ‘equivalent to import bills for two
months' is clearly short of the stipulated three-month
cover, which looks a little vulnerable to 'unforeseen

T was within the realm of
possibility but did not seem
probable. Possibility is just
that a mere chance with a big
daollop of aceldent that can nel-
ther be predicted nor measured,
Probability has a statistical range
of happening in reality and there-
fore predictable, albeit within a
margin of error. The possibility of
Jarina's getting back her stolen
money was there bul the odds
were so stacked against her that
it did not look probable. For one,
such theft of money and other
valuables of arriving passengers
at Zia International Alrport has
by now become commonplace
and routine. Then, a very impor-
tant factor in our country, she is
no hol pollol, possessing political
or other clout to push the jugger-
naut of administration. And yet,
the unthinkable was thought and
the miracle happened. Jarina's
probability of gelting back the
stolen money became probable
and linally a reality. The epiphany
for the poor wage-earner came
when newspapers published her
story on the front page. First, the
sordid story with picture of wall-
Ing Jarina sitting forlorn by her
broken suilcase was splashed in
a number of national dailies. It
was followed up by scathing
editorials In at least two English
papers. One of these came up
with a second editorial expressing
great Indignation and asking
brusquely, "What about compen-
sation for Jarina?" in the caption.
The next day fortune smiled on
her and news was published that
the airline in which she travelled
from the Middle East to Dhaka
had agreed to compensate her.
The national airline also came
forward pitching in with a grant.
Judged by the amount
involved, little over seventy thou-
sand taka, the whole affair might
have appeared blown out of pro-
portion. But for poor Jarina it was
a huge amount, her entire sav-
ings from work that perhaps was
no better than bonded labour.
Secondly, more than money, the
principle of justice and fair play
was involved. It was the call for
justice, for the poor and power-
less, and ultimately its vindica-
tion that made the publication of
Jarina's story in the newspaper
so important. The righteousness
with which her case was pursued
made the newspaper reports and
editorials so extra-ordinary. In a
country where persons or institu-
tions having influence exercise it
selectively to promote narrow
individual or group interests
such display of compassion for
the poor and dedication to the
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Our Fourth Estate

Jarina is not only a news. The publication of her s
of the Fourth Estate to protect public interest.
of news involving misuse and abuse of powe
alive, But for this role of the print media, the
would have frequently indulged
greater violation of human rights

cause of justice should make the
entire nation proud. The victory
in the campalgn to give compen:-
sation to Jarina Is a glowing
(ribute to the profession of jour-
nalism in the country. The fact
that this Is not the first time when
newspapers became vocal
against Injustice make it clear
that our newspapers have often
acted as the consclence of the
nation and guardian of the disad-
vantaged.

Newspapers do not have the
lormal power and written respon-
sibllities like the three organs of
the state, They do not figure as an
organ with a distinct role in the
Constitution. Yet the power and
responsibilities acquired by them
through tradition and practice
sometime surpass those of the
formal organs of the state. In
promoting public interest though
publication of news, analysis of
events, giving views and help
form public opinion, newspapers
exerclse almost sovereign powers
on behalf of the people. It is,
therelore, no exaggeration of thelr
role to give them the appellation
of the Fourth Estate. In facl press
an institution of its kind, with no
parallel or comparison.

The unwritten powers and the
all-encompassing role of newspa-
pers have evolved overtime.
Democracy and rule of law not
only recognise these ungrudg-
ingly, but are conducive to the
lunctioning of a socially commit-
ted press. Countries firmly believ-
ing in basic rights and account-
ability of the government to the
people get valuable feedback from
newspapers. Public policies are
often based or modified on the
basis of such constructive jour-
nalism. To exercise this role
sincerely, the print media In its
turn has to follow a high standard
ol conduct and set for itself unas-
sailable norms. These are now
more or less taken for granted in
developed countries with mature
democracies, though exceptions
remain. Bul in countries with
weak democratic tradition and
rampant opportunism the pur-
suil of these norms and ethics by
the professionals working in the
Fourth Estate become problem-

ities if our newspapers did not act as sentinels.

IN MY VIEW

Hasnat Abdul Hye

atic. In these countries threats
and coerclon are often held out at
the flick of fingers by the high and
the mighty making a mockery of
freedom of press. Bangladesh
press suffered this fate al various
times In the past. Then again,
narrow Interests of the owners of
newspapers sometlmes run
counter to honest journalism
forcing a character and volce 1o
papers that not only deviate from
the norm but appear downright
suspect to discerning readers. At
another level, individually, jour-
nalists may fall prey to tempta-
tions from time to time, making
them mere puppets pulled by
Invisible ventriloquists. Because
of these and other reasons it Is
not easy for healthy and responsi-
ble journalism to flourish in
countries like Bangladesh. That
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Is why story of Jarina published
In newspapers, making out a case
for justice, Is so Important as a
symbol and Is worth mentioning,
It shows that In spite of lurking
dangers and myriad of pitfalls
most of our newspapers are
aware of their obligation to the
people, particularly those with-
oul voice,

Jarina is not only a news. The
publication of her story Is another
milestone in the endless journey
of the Fourth Estate to protect
public Interest. It is largely due to
the vigilance and timely coverage
of news involving misuse and
abuse of powers that govern-
ment's accountability has been
kept alive. But for this role of the
print media, the organs of the
slate, particularly the executive
branch would have frequently
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Judged by the amount involved, little over seventy thousand taka,
the whole affair might have appeared blown out of proportion. But
for poorJarina it was a huge amount, her entire sa vings from work
that perhaps was no betterthan bonded labour:

tory is another milestone in the endless journey
It is largely due to the vigilance and timely coverage
rs that government's accountability has been kept
organs of the state, particularly the executive branch
in arbitrary and autocratic use of power. There would have been

, more widespread misuse of public resources and other irregular-

indulged in arbitrary and aulo-
cratic use of power. There would
have been greater violation of
human rights, more widespread
misuse of public resources and
other irregularities If our newspa-
pers did nol act as sentinels:
Unremitting critique of
criminalisation of politics, ran-
dom terrorism and undemocratic
aclivities by political parties may
not have led to their disappear-
ance bul surely have reined them
in, even {f marginally. The impor-
tant point is that these malaise
have been identified and eracking
them has been put on agenda for
action. The dark forces of evil
conspiring to take over the society
have not been allowed o go
unchallenged by the ever-
walchful Fourth Estate. In the
process the civil soclety has been
galvanised and emboldened to be
articulate and come forward.

Taking everything into
account, particularly the political
milieu, the role of the Fourth
Estate in Bangladesh has been
exemplary. Because of its record
and in the absence of an alterna-
Live, expectations of not only
maintaining the present profile
but even a higher standard of
performance have been raised. In
order to have the environment
that is conducive to the strength-
ening of the Press several exoge-
nous and endogeneous develop-
ments are required in Bangla-
desh. First and foremost, news-
paper readership has to be
increased through spread of
literacy, including adult literacy.
The government and the NGOs
have to collaborate here with
grealer urgency because the
spin-off from literacy is much
wider than newspaper reading.
Secondly, advertisement being
the lifeblood of newspapers and
government still being the largest
advertiser, the policy followed in
this regard should be equitable
and realistic. It should not be a
source of distributing patronage
among the favourites. The gov-
ernment, cognisant of its role in
creating the enabling environ-
ment, should give Press access to
all information except in matters
of national security. This will also

resull In grealer trans

and accountabllity. The preseny
Press Council should enlarge jts
role and functions and be sup.
portive of an Independent and
responsible Press through guide.
lines and norms.

Among the endogenous Issyes,
the owners of newspapers should
carefully nurture the independ-
ence of thelr papers and check
the temptation of turning these
into personal mouthpiece or as
the conduit of particular political
views. If one s not sure of
resources to pay the journalists
adequately and timely, he/she
should not bring out a paper
simply 1o make a splash In the
media world or to promote Inter-
ests other than that of positive
journalism. Disgruntled and
underpald professionals cannot
give thelr best nor can they avoid
changing papers. For developing
a group of committed and experi-
enced journalists the owners of
papers have a great responsibility
which unfortunately s not
always appreciated. In the area of
Internal Improvement, gr
awareness among journalists of
their Important role should be
reflected in a high standard of
professionalism. They should
realise that news or views
expressed In papers with an axe
to grind undermine their credibil-
ity and lower the paper In the
esteem of readers. Firm commit-
ment to professional standard
should be accompanied by loyalty
to the paper for which they are
working. This combined pride can
be the making of a suceessful
Journalist while its absence can
break the backbone of many.
Journalism as a profession is a
very demanding one in terms of
experience, knowledge and integ-
rity and there is no short cut to
success. For a journalist learning
the skill and using it with depth is
a continuous process. The search
for truth brooks no compromise.
In the comic strip The Flinstones,
a journalist interviewing
Flinstone tells him to leave out
the facts and give only the high-
lights, The comic character suc-
ceeds in entertaining but his
attitude Is hardly illuminating.
The readers may like to be enter-
tained some of the times but
above all -they expect to be
informed of facts without frills or
obfuscation. Only journalists
who consider themselves as
explorer of truth and crusader for
Justice [ulfil that expectation. In
the case of Jarina this happened.
Between the ijdeal and reality
there was no shadow.
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Friday Mailbox

"Sinister seepage"

Sir, I have gone through the above-headed
report published in your esteemed daily on 3rd
November 2000. I have also read very carefully the
comments made by various experts on the issue.
Whatever comments they have made are welcome
but as far as 1 understand no Environmental
Impact Assessment was carried out prior to start-
ing of the project by the proponents. According to
the DoE, projects like this should obtain clearance

tions. As a matter of fact if the EIA could have been
conducted then the issue of taking clearance from
DoE would have come up automatically.

The Environmental Conservation rules '97
(ECR. '97) have been promulgated to meet such
Issues. The Environmental Conservation Act '95
(ECA "95) also has undergone amendment in the
year 2000 and has since been named as the Envi-
ronmental Conservation (Amendment) Act 2000.
The ECA '97 lay down principles for obtaining
environmental clearance for new development
projects for expansion and modernisation of exist-
Ing projects.

In this amended ECA, there is provision that if a
proponent violates any provision of the Act
he/they will be penalised Tk 1,000,00 (one million)
or 10 years rigorous imprisonment or both. The
Act was placed at the National Assembly, passed
and signed by the President on 20th April 2000.
But unfortunately, till date no such proponent has
been penalised/punished for violation of the ECA.

M Shamsuzzoha
2/24A, Pisciculture Housing Society
Mohammadpur, Dhaka

Cadet college directorate

Sir, Bangladesh inherited four cadet colleges
from the then Pakistan that has now reached to
len occupying very significant position in the edu-
cational arena of Bangladesh.

These ten cadet colleges are directly controlled
by the Adjutant General's Branch of the Army
Headquarters contributing to maintaining a
decent and disciplined atmosphere, which is the
pre-condition of an educational institution. How-
ever, Adjutant General, though assisted by an A A
G (Lt Col), remains busy with many army estab-
lishments and hardly gets time to give attention to
these cadet colleges. In this regard the officers,
faculty members and staffs feel the need of estab.
lishing a separate directorate headed by a Briga-
dier with three wings namely (1) Execu-
tive/Administrative, (2) Finance (3) Education.

These three posts should be occupled by the
faculty members whose rank should be at least an
assoclate professor on transfer basfs. At present
there is not even an accounts officer In this branch
to bandle the financial matters, When situation
demands, an A. O. is Invited from any cadet college
to the A. G. office hampering the activities of the
college concerned.

I a separate directorate is established then
execulive branch will deal with all administrative
matters like transfer and promotion case. Educa-
| tion branch will deal with academic activities,
exchange programme etc. And financial branch
will handle all financial affairs.

If this Is done, a kind of novelty will be brought in
the service. The teachers will then have the option

from the DoE as per prescribed rules and regula- |

tovisit all the military academies on deputation. In
comparison with other jobs, cadet college service is
much better. Even then, most of the staff and
faculty members are not satisfied with the job due
Lo some internal reasons.

Again, often a question is raised whether cadet
college teachers are civilians or military. When
they expect some opportunities like teachers it is
said that they are not civilians. But when they
want o enjoy some military facility, they are
refused with the answer that they are not military,
Well then what are they? When cadet college
serves, as a mixed unit of civil and military official
then why cannot a directorate be run by civil and
military official? Cadet college is a very successful
and gigantic project run by army headquarters
under the Adjutant General's Branch. As huge
amount of national exchequer is being spent on
this project, the deep-rooted anomalies in this field
cannot remain unheeded. This institution cannot
remain a subsidiary institution.

. Therefore, I not only advocate establishing a sepa-

rate cadet college directorate but also a separate
education board for the cadets as cadets are
brought up and taught in a different atmosphere.,
The system of teaching in cadet colleges is also
different. Hope the authorities concerned will
consider the matter.

Md Masum Billah
Lecturer, RAJUC Uttara
Uttara Model College, Dhaka

Religion and transient
politics

Sir, The way Awami League is reacting to global
and local trends In Islamic fundamentalism is
neither realistic nor practical: and the party Is
taking a risk against losing support from a sizeable
percentage of Muslim voters at the next general
polls. The historical background has been ana-
lysed by All Ahmad Ziauddin in his commentary
(DS, November 7), and the presence of secular
principles within Islamic socialism has to be stud-
led carefully for modern application. Globally, the
religious sensitivity is on the rise, over-riding
political themes.

Man cannot live without a religion, and religion,
being a way of life, cannot be pushed into a dark
background all the time by passing politicians with
their ad hoc ideologles. The changing phase in
Islam all over the world has to be monitored neu-
trally and then applied to Bangladesh in the right
context.

Personalities and extremist groups should not
be denounced right and left, but the pent up moti-
vations must be analysed publicly. Tradition can-
not be denounced as an enemy until modern chan-
nels are identified for proper ventilation In a discl-
plined manner.

AL should hold seminars regarding public infor-
mation and debate, allowing all shades of opinion
to participate freely, instead of depending on iden-
tifled sycophants. There is too much hate cam-
paign in our national politics today, creating scope
for misunderstanding. Political parties will rise

and eclipse, but religlons have stronger tides and
ties,

A Muslim Citizen
Dhaka
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Views expressed In this column are the writers' own. The Editor may or may not subscribe to those views.
The Editor reserves the right to decide which letters should be published
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T'he Blasphemy at Bethlehem

NE could also call it the

Sacrilege at Synagogue or

Vice at the Vatican, but it
would still conjure the same
unassailable contradiction that
something went wrong at its
origin. The confounded presiden-
tial polls in the USA last week has
raised concern worldwide that the
sanctity of democracy may have
been violated in its heartland.
Whatever the outcome of vote
recounting in Florida may be, it
will not change the fact that
democracy has shown the sign of
being rutted in its own root.

For a while, one wanted to
think that the lessons of democ-
racy had worked backward. That
Instead of having its virtues flow-
ing from the United States. which
has been the fountainhead of
democracy for the rest of the
world, the political malaise of the
Third World rubbed off on fhe
American elections. Whether the
flawed design of the ballot paper is
entirely to blame for the goof-up,
the fact that it happened in
Florida where brother of George W
Bush is the governor will rankle
popular imagination long after
this issue is settled.

Let us not worry about how the
Americans will sort out their own
problem. There will be paroxysm
of lawyers, experts, scholars and
spin-doctors who will descend on
Washington DC and Florida to get
to the bottom of the greatest
embarrassment to democracy in
the US history. It also will be
something, which will be debated
In the press, talk shows, and
academic circles for years to
come, even after the 43rd Presi-
dent of USA will have left his
office. Perhaps a long-drawn legal
battle will also ensue to haunt the
entire course of his presidency,
while the question of his legiti-
macy will continue to ferment In
the minds of a segment of the
American people.

The question is how is this
American blooper going to hit us
home so close Lo our own election
time. True participatory democ-
racy didn’t exist on a national level
before the founding of the US, an
event that Revolutionary Pam-
phleteer Thomas Paine sald would
infect the whole world with politi-
cal liberty. "From a small spark,
kindled in America,” he wrote in
1792, "a llame has arisen not to be
extinguished.” Will the same thing
be true now that there has been
another small spark kindled in
America? Is It going Lo Infect those
parts of the world, which are
struggling to capture the flame of
democracy?

How will our politicians react to

What happened last week in the US presidential elections, may have
been a precursor to the dwindling fortune of the most popular political
ideology of the twentieth century. Maybe it was just another anomaly of
democratic movement similar to what happened in the 1920s and 1930s
when democratic regimes were swept aside by rightist dictatorships in
Germany, Italy, Portugal, Spain and elsewhere. Although this time
democracy got warned in the womb, it might find a new soil to
strike its root. For us the watchword will be to hang in there
and march on the road of democracy.

CROSSTALK

Mohammad Badrul Ahsan

— —

this incident, which happened in
far-away America? Will they be
tempted to build on and repeat it?
Will they treat it as yet another
lesson (o pave the way for democ-
racy in this country? While esca-

lating violence and confusion
dominate the scene, political air Is
already charged with suspicion if
next elections will be fair and
peaceful. It is highly unlikely that
the politiclans, while facing such
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Whether the flawed design of the ballot paper is entirely to blame for
the goof-up, the fact that it happened in Florida where brother of
George W Bush is the governor will rankle popular imagination
long afier this issue is settled.

an inclement political weather,
will take time to weigh the pros

- and cons of the American tragedy.

Rather, it will not be surprising to

see if it Inspires certain degree of

moral laxity and dare-devilry are
in the elections next vear.

How does one reckon with
defalcation of democracy at this
advanced stage of its journey,
which started with the French
Revolution of 1789? Despite all its
violence and excess, the Revolu-
ton further spread the demo-
cratic idea by proclaiming the
rights of man and sovereignty of
the people. By the end of the 19th
century, elected governments had
been established in much of West-
ern Europe and some parts of
Latin America. Countries like
Spain, Portugal and Greece
digressed from democracy to
rejoin the ranks of free nations In
Europe in the mid-seventies. In
Philippines, Haiti and South
Korea, democracy didn't show its
firm footing before the late nine-
ties. Bangladesh, Pakistan.
Burma and Indonesia are still
wrestling with the tension
between l(otalitarianism and
democracy. Much of Africa still
seethes with Internecine wars
where individual rights and sover-
eignty of people are overshadowed
by tribalism and other parochial
interests. While the Middle East
remains wedged between monar-
chy and modernism, the former
communist countries are busy
negouating prejudices of past
with felicities of future.

Lest our politicians be tempted
to disregard democratic precepts
in the wake of the American faux
pas, they ought to know that
democracy is the longest running
mode of success'~n afler monar-
chy. And the reason why democ-
racy worked Is that it combined
political freedom with market
forces to unleash full potentials of
human intellect and enterprise.
Stanford University economist
Paul Krugman caused a stir in late
1994 as he maintained that inno-
vation In the workplace was
needed for improvement of TFP.
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Lee Kuan Yew agreed, stating that
new industries require work units
with freedom to plan. Quite natu-
rally, Lee concluded, such liber-
ties could lead to demands for
similar prerogatives in the politi-
cal sphere. including the right to
elect leaders.

In a presentation for the US
National Endowment for Democ-
racy, Minxin Pei, an assistant
professor of politics at Princeton e
University, described how the
liberalising forces of democracy
started to work in China. The
decreasing state-control over
people’s economic decisions, the ’
formation of thousands of busi-
ness and professional groups, the
-widespread election of village
councils, and even the expansion
of a non-government press have
happened one after another.

Thus democracy, in spite of its
occasional shortcomings, is the
best form of government for a
country like ours. French Political
Thinker Jean-Francois Revel
argued in his book How Democ-
racies Perish (1983) that democ-
racy could turn out to have been a
historical accident. He argued .
that communist leaders were able
to allocate resources and plot
Strategy without public scrutiny
or accountability and thus enjoy
an overwhelming advantage in
military and foreign policy. In less
than a decade he would be proven
wrong as allocation of resources >
without public scrutiny would
prove misguided and futile. i

This is not to say, however, thal »
democracy shall never expire on - A
its agenda. Samuel Huntington, H

director of Harvard's Centre for
International Alfairs, took a dim
view of democracy looking at the
slow rate of economic develop-
ment in the Third World, the mili-
tary power of the Communist bloc
and the high level of political
violence in many countries. He
concluded: "The limits of demo-
cratic development in the world
may well have been reached.”

What happened last week in the
US presidential elections. may
have been a precursor to the
dwindling fortune of the most
popular political ideology of the
twentieth century. Maybe it was
just another anomaly of demo-
cratic movement similar to what
happened in the 1920s and 1930s
when democratic regimes: were
swept aside by rightist dictator- .
ships in Germany, Italy, Portugal, <N
Spain and elsewhere, Although
this time democracy got warned in
the womb, it might find a new saoll
to strike its root. For us the watch-
word will be to hang in there and
march on the road of democracy.
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