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Drunken
Irish duo
disciplined

DUBLIN, Nov 14: Republic ol
reland internationals Phil Babb
and Mark Kennedy were shown
the vellow card by a Dublin
judge Monday after damaging a
policewoman’'s car during a
drunken night out, reports AFP.

Former Liverpool defender
Babb and Manchester City
winger Kennedy spent a night
in police custody after the inci-
dent while they were preparing
with the Republic of Ireland
squad for a vital World Cup

qualitier against Holland in
August. _
They were arrested alter

rolling over the stationary vehi-

cle  as  they walked  through

‘Dublin city centre in the early

hours of the morning, causing
damage to the vehicle

Babb. aged 29 and now
plaving lor Sporting Lisbon, and
KRennedy., 24, both pleaded
guilty to being drunk and dis-
orderly, breaching the peace
and criminal damage

They were dealt with under
the Irish Probation Act which
means that, though they have
no criminal record, the matter
can be raised again should they
commit another otfence

Policewoman Elaine Farrell
told the court how she was on
duty on Harcourt Street when
she saw Babb and Kennedy
walking towards her car, a
green Volkswagen Beetle

She told Dublin District
Court: "They ran towards this
car and thev rolled across the
bonnet which set the car alarm
off.”

The pair ran off and, after
she tumed off the alarm. Farrell
followed them and found them
getting into a taxi and arrested
them

Defence counsel Peter
Charleton said the plavers had
paid for the damage and apolo-
gised to Farrcll.

He said they "deeply regret-
ted” the incident. which was an
example of "wild horseplay...
rather than a piece of inten-
Lional criminal wrongdoing

They had already been pun-
ished by being dropped from
the Irish team for four matches

Zidane not

2oing
anywhere

ISTANBUL., Nov 14: French
plavimaker Zinedine Zidane on
Monday brushed aside specu-
lation that he was ready to quit
[talian Serie A side Juventus.
reports AFP

Zidane was jostled by fans
last week at Turin airport after
being hlammed for teant's
European exit

nis

because of his

sending-oli against Hamburg
SV which eammed hiun a five-
maltch ban.

Bul despite reKindling

speculation that he wanted ou
by polling supporters on
whether he should stay or go on
his website. Zidane said that
had every intention of
out his contract with Juventns
wlhich he extended two months
ago until 2005.

"Everyone is tryving too hard
to know if I'm having a crisis
We were eliminated from the
Champions League, that draws
reactions

"All the plavers were target-
ted. The card was held against
me. It disappointed the fans.
For me the important thing is to
go back on the pitch with se-
renin . saicd Zidane.

"As for the survey. the ques-
tion is badlv put. It's a pin
on my website. That says that |
support it

Zidane said: "Until now l've
been happy. The only little sour
note was the ban. But you have
to accept it. There are highs
and lows. | want to do well and
win with Juventus.'

s

And he added that he
wanted to do well with the
French team during Wednes-
day's international [friendl
against Turkey here, after
missing their last two games
against Cameroon and South
Africa because of injury

"“The aim is to have a good

match. You can't say that three
draws in a row is a good record
for the world and European
champions. We're hoping to do
better, we have to pull back a
WI1Il

Turkey friendly

Henry gives
it a mi
miss

PARIS, Nov 14: Arsenals
Thierry Henry has dropped out
of France's friendly against
Turkey in Istanbul on Wednes-
day. Coach Roger Lemerre
called up in-forin Lyon striker
Steve Marlet in his place on
Monday. reports AFP

Marlet, who will make his
international debut with a run
ount against Turkey. arrived at
Lyon from Auxerre in the close
season and has quickly im-
pressed

The 24-year-old has deposed
French international  Tony
Vareilles from the Lyon forward
line and has scored three goals
in the Champions League too.
often proving in spectacular
fashion that he can perform at
the top level.

Henry arrived in France on
Monday but was sent home
alter team doctors examined his
groin strain,

Paris St Germain's Frederi
Dehu, newly arrived from [Bar-
celona. was called up to 1he
squad on Friday after Lvon's
Pierre Laigle dropped out with a
calf Injury.
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MONTEVIDEQ,

\ Noy 14: Group
\J leaders Argentina
X Lo into the tlr:nlh
RNEA AP round of the Latin
] s American World
Cuap  qualifiers  this  weekend
without several of their key

players, reports AFP.

Five points clear of closest
chasers Brazil and Paraguay.
the Argentines take on seventh-
placed Chile in Santiago., but
make the trip without several ol
their stars.

Roman rivals Gabriel Batis-
tuta and Heran Crespo, cur-
rently plying their trades at AS
Roma and Lazio respectively are
out, with Batistuta suffering
from larynitis and Crespo a
thigh strain.

Another Serie A pair Javier

Zanetti of Inter Milan and
Claudio Lopez of Lazio also
miss the tie as does Marcelo

Gallardo of Monaco, who has a
groim strain.

The match could however
prove to be a good chance for
Chile to improve their position
in the tén-team Latin American

group where the first four
teams automatically qualify.
The clash between second-

placed Brazil and Columbia. in
lourth, is tipped as the match
of the round.

Alter a questionable start to
their r.lnallit}'inf; campaign
struggling Brazil fired their
coach Wanderley Luxemburgo,
who also lailed to iImpress at
the Sydney Olyipics.

Brazil have now climbed out
of fifth place three rounds ago
and sit second on 17 points
thanks to seven goals in two

games from recalled veteran
striker Romario who failed to
make the squad for France
] 998,

Columbia, in fourth place on
15 points, will be looking 1o
cause an upset Wednesday at
Sao Paulo's Morumbi stadium
and should take courage from
the absence of Romario through
ey

Fhird-placed  Paraguay  will

attemipt 1o consohdate  their
position with a home e in

Asuncion against Peru, sull
struggling on eight points
Paraguay coach SETrgio

Markarian, will be counting on
colourful 'keeper Jose Luis
Chilavert, not only to Kkeep a
clean sheet but to add to his H9
career goals from spot and free
Kicks.

Ecuador are favourites in
their tie with bottom-placed
Venezuela, Latin America's per-
ennial losers, after a victory
over closest rival Chile in the
last round of matches put them
in contention with Uruguay for
the fifth spot that carries a
plav-off qualifying match with.
the winner of the Oceania
group.

Uruguay coach Daniel Pas-
sarella. takes his side to the so-
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called “Condor's nest”, the Her-
nando Siles stadium at La Paz,
Bolivia, 3.600m above sea level
Passarella and his side have
spent 20 days in La Paz to ac-
climatize to the altitude and for
the first time during the cam-
paign the Argentine will field
more domestic based plavers
than toreign based stars
Uruguay won 1-0 in the cor-
responding  fixture in NMon-
tivideo. but have not won in La
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DOUBLE DANGER

In practice at Sao Paulo o

111 act
November
World Cup 2002 quahifier against Colombia on November 15
Romario however picked up an injury during practice and

won 't be available for the rame

(plaved. won. drawn,
| Argentina 9 !
2. Brasil 9 5
3. Paraguay Y )
4. Colombia 4 |
5. Urupuas 0 }
b, Ecuador G }
7. Chile Y I
3. Peru J. 2
9 Bohivia € 2
10, Venezuela Y |

—

Paz tor 40 years.

Bolivin coach Carlos Ara-
gones, (s preparcing to field an
attack minded side led by his
star plaver Erwin 'Platinl’ San-
chey ol Portuguese side
Hoavista,

Bollvia have won only eigit
points from nine outings so far
and will need a string ol pooxl
results Lo
frone

pet back into  the

Romario (L and Rivaldo

13 ahead of thewr
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A win at any cost for USA

\‘X\ BRIDGETOWN

i S 1$arbaclos. Nov

\ ™ Nof since
—t JOB9 has the

kﬂ;‘.ﬁ:-}\ﬂ:\ | Inited States

played a football
match with so much depending
on a victory, reports AFP.

It the Amiericans win here
Wednesday against host Bar-
bados. they would clinch one of
the two remaining berths in
2001's six-team North Ameri-
can World Cup qualitving to
decide three spots in the 2002
Finals at South Korea and Ja-
pan

[f the visitors lose or draw,
the door is open for Guatemala
to advance and knock out the
Americans with a home victon
over Costa Rica. sending the US
team home in disgrace with the
most disastrous failure in US
football history

Even after a 7-0 home roul
over Barbados in August, US
plavers and coaches are opti-
mistically cautious when they
talk aboult the match

“If we lose this game it's go-

ing to be embarrassing.” said
veleran US nudhelder [ab Ka-
1110S Lliis I 110t greapige 1o bie an
easv game hy any  means. |

don't think were going to win

by more than two goals."

Ramos was among the US
players who beat Trinidad and
lobago 1-0 in 1989 to reach

the 1990 World Cup Finals

[his time around in quali-
lving. Trinidad and Tobago has
already advanced to the conti-
nental finals along with Ja-
maica, Mexico and Honduras

A US victory would give the
Americans (2-1-2, eight points)
a hinals berth. And even if the

Americans draw or lose (o
eliminated Barbados (1-4-0
three). thev could advance if
lirst-place Costa Rica (3-1-1.

10) draws or beats Guatemala
(2-2-1. seven)

Even US coach Bruce Arena
isn't talking as though victory is
assured, saving, "I we get
through the Barbados game.”
and not when

The National Stadium field
liere H‘]}HI"It'I‘“‘-.' 1S in less than
optimum shape

It's going to be very difficul
for us to play good soccer.” Ra-
mos said. "It will be bumpy. The
only thing that will matter is
the result. This hasn't been a
good round for us.”

Arena, who is serving tlje
second game of a three-malch
ban for his conduct after a loss

in Costa Rica in July, agreed.

It certainly is not a great
held, but it's pretty big." he
said. "There will be an awful lot
of bad plays during the game."

Tony Meola, voted the Most
Valuable Player of Major League
Soccer linals. s expected 1o
make his first start in a US
qualilier since the 1-0 victory
over Trinidad and Tobago in
1989. He started all  six
matches in the 1990 and 1994
World Cups

Ramos, another World Cup
veleran whose  international
carcer was thought to be fin-
ished. is expected to start in
place  of  playmaker Claudio
Reyna, who IS serving the last
ol a two-game ban.

Barbados coach Horace "To-
bacco” Beckles. who has expe-
rienced problems getting a full
side together for training be-

cause his team has been elimi-
nated. said his country could
pull off an upsel

"The Americans can be

beaten,” he said. "We just need
to have the right mentality and
attitude on the field of plav. If
we are to win, then there has to
be a turnaround of our way of
thinking between now andl
Wednesday.”

SONGKHLA Nov
I+ Vietnam thra-
shed Laos 5-0
wliile Malaysia
nupset  defending
champions  Sin
-0 1o book their semi-
final berths in the Tiger Cup
competition at the Tinsulanon
stadinun Monday night. reports
Al 1
1301l
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Vietnam who finished
chiampions of Group B andd
secaond-placed Malaysia  will
now travel 1o Bangkok to play
the seni-finals

While Viemam breezed past
Laos. the Malavsians had 1o
ward ofl a gritty Singapore side.

Malaysian coacl Abdul
Rahman Ibrhim was elated wirly
his team's victory

“We lost 1o them early s
vear and now we have linallv
beaten Singapore. I thank the
players plaved very well. espe-
cially in the second half

“They did not do so well in
the first half but after Singapors
missed the penalty, the Malay-
sians  started  playving  mucli
better

| am very happv and we
have now achieved our objec-
tive of qualifying for the semi-
Hinal.” said Ibraliim.

A grim Vincent Subrama-
ulam, the Singapore coach, said
L that the bubble had to burst

somelime  for Singapore AN
hive  been  beating Malayvsia
recently and now thev v
beaten s thus the bubhble

las hinally buarst

There s alwavs oreat rivialm

and tcaswon hetween e two
tCains it 10 was o0 sinrdar oaase
tocay Wi Inl,n--i sonie  goodl
football bwut falled to score
said Subramaniam.
Mondoni
new Napoli
NAPLES. Italv. Nov 14: [tal-
il First - Division struggler's

Napolt Monday named Emiliano
Mondaonico as their new coacli,
A statement from the club said.
reports AP

Mondonico. who has signed
o contract unl June 30, 2001,
replaces  Czeehh predecessor
Zdenck Zeman who was sacked
earlier Monday

There was o briel delay in
dppuinting  Mondonico  who
Munday alternoon had (o settle
dhispute with his former ¢lab
Lormo betore he could accept
the job offered by Napoli presi-
dent Glorgio Corbelli.

Malaysia

In semis

On  the missed penalty,
Subramaniam said that these
things happen in football. "It's
Y unfortunate that i
happpened in a crucial mateh
which we had to win."

Vietnam coach Alfred Reid)
satd  thar they have achieved
their  objective of tinishing

champions of Group B

"We wanted to avoid i Cring
Thatland In the semi-final o
we have done that -’a;;.llnﬂ
Laos we did not |J|¢i".‘ so well bt
we did enough to score sl
clent goals to top the grouy

Laos never really tronbledd
us and 1 think when we were
lcading 2-0. the matcly was
alreadv over for them. It was
Just a matter of the number of
goals we were pgoing 1o score,"
said Reidl

Laos coach Vattana
Outhensackda sald that his
plavers did well to keep the
scoreline down,

“We knew we had no chance
agaimst Vietmam and it was a
tatter of not letting them score
10O many goals.”

Laos linished as the wooden
spoon-holders of the group,

Victnam take on Indonesia
while the Malaysians have 1o
overcome neighbours Thatland
in the two semi-final matches.
Both games will be plaved in
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Best two without their best
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WC QUALIFYING
FIXTURES

Waorld  Cup 2002  Souil
Amnerican Zone qualifiers:

Wednesday:

S0 Paulo (IBHOO GMT):

Brazil v Colombia
La Paz (20HO0 GMT): Bolivia
v Liraguay

Asuncion  (22H45 GMT):
‘araguay v Pern

Maracaibo (23H30 GMT):
Venezuela v Ecuador,

Thursday:

Santiago (OOH40 GMT):

Chile v Argentina

Smith defends
decision

LONDON,* Nov 14: Alan
Sith insisted Mouday he had
done “the sensible thing" in
turning down the chance of a
dream England debut againsi
[taly. reports AFP.

The Leeds striker would al-

most  certainly  have played
some part In the friendly in
Turin on Wednesday, but he

pulled out after sustaining
ankle imjury in the 11 Prener-

shipr e
Sty

Against Chelsea an

Fhat injury. combined with
Leeds manager David O'Learv's
belief that the 20-yvear-old star
needs rest, was 1*niJltgh 1o Con-
vince caretaker England boss
Peter Tavlor to allow the strikes
Lo withdraw,

omith said on his personal
website: "Having to pull out of
the England squad for Wednes.-
day's  friendly international
agamst Iltaly in Turin is obvi-
ously a blow for me.

“The chance of plaving in a

lull international at  my age
really appealed to nie. But |
know [I've done the sensible

thing in pulling out.

"We had a very hard game al
Chelsea vesterday and 1 got a
Knock on an ankle that was
pretiy sore afterwards.,

‘I also damaged my shoulder
so [ had to accept that I'd be
hetter off staving back and gel-
ung treatment in readiness for
our Premiership home game
against West Ham on Saturday

“The gaffer had a word with
Peter Tavlor about my injuries
and also told hun that I'd
plaved in a lot of games this
Sl S0,

Peter Tavlor understancs
the situation and from my POl
ol view that was nice. I'm still
very voung and | have time on
v side so hopefully | ean carry
on: doing well for Leeds United
carn another chance with
oedoondd

Dortmund’s

Herrlich has
brain tumour

FRANKFLIR NOA =
[borissii Dortmund Strthes
tHedko Flerrheh is suftering fron
problems wliich have bheen

il

£\

lracedd 1o a brain tumour. the
loathall club announced orn
1 Hl"‘\le_‘u'. reports AFpP

Borussia Dortmund the
lirst-ever German club to be

listed on the stock market. re-
leased news of Herrlich's con-
dition in an official statement
via the stock exchange.

“Medical tests have
that the problems have
Iraced to a brain tumour
cial tests are currently being
carried out. But it looks as
though a complete recovery will

Slhiown
heen
f"\|}!'-

be possible.” the statement
said

Team doctor Michael Preuhs
had informed the club's mar-
agement and players of the

diagnosis, who were shocked
the news and "hope that Heiko
will recovery as quickly as POS-
sible.” Borussia Dortmund saicl

Herriiclh's contract with the
club was scheduled to expire a1
thie end of the current season

But Borussia Dortmund had
made overtures in recent weeks
to renew the contract, the club
Sl

Both Herrlich and the clnb
woere  suticiently  insured (o
cover any risks that might arise
in case of the plaver's disability
1t addecd
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TURIN, Iltaly. Nov
14: Not so long
ago a mateh be-
iween Italy and
England would
have been billed
as o clash between two of the
stperpowers in world football,
reports AFP

But, while HMaly's almost
successful Euro 2000 cam-
paign and encouraging subse-
gquent form  since under new
coach Glovannl Trapattoni con-
lirms they are heading in the
right direction. things have
rarely looked bleaker lor Eng-
Ll

The
the game

country that invented
now has a football
teamm that Is homeless, unable
to win an lnportant match,
leaderless until July and - if the
newspapers are to be believed -

also plagued by a gambling
problem.
AS such Wednesday's

friendly here between the two
leans I8 not attracting the in-
ferest It would have  com-
manded in the past but Tra-
piattoni Is determined his men
should not lose focus.

"When | chose to play
against them the English did
not have a complicated quali-
fving situation (for the 2002
World Cup)." said Trapattoni.

"Now, however, they will be
more focused and we must play
the match as if it was a qualifi-
cation decider,” said the coach.

e ——
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English pride at stak

But with Italy already having
one foor on the plane 10 Japan
and South Korea In 2002 and
Eogland secmingly unable even
to lind the travel agents aficr a
-0 defeat to Germanv and
draw with Finland it is hardly
surprising that the game is not
cansing undue excitement in
Italy,

England had a dismal Euro
and a poor start to the qualifi-
cation campaign with Kevin
Keegan resigning as coach after
the Germany deleat.

With a host of names refus-
ing a job widely considered to
be a poisoned chalice England
finally got their man in Swe-
den's Sven Goran Eriksson bul
he will not take the reins until

July when his contract with
Italian champions Lazio ex-
]]'Il"[”:ir.

For the [taly match Leicester
City boss Peter Tavlor will be
assisted by Manchester United
boss Sir Alex F{-I{fusﬁn's right-
hand man Steve McClarern.

There was further contro-
versy with reports on cliques
within the England camp and
carcd games bnchoog Keegan
where large sums of money
were won and lost

It secins a long ume since
1997 when England  visited
Italy for a crucial World Cup
qualifier in Rome.

England’'s fine display in the
0-0 draw ecarned them a ticket
to France while sending Italy
into a play-off and was seen as

e e — T iy

confirmation that Glenn Hod-
dle's side were genuine con-
tenders for the ultimate prize -
how times have changed.

The usual spate of with-
drawals that precedes any
fricndly has occurred with AS
Roma's playmaker Francesco
Totti and Juoventus delender
Mark Iulfano withdrawing for
the "Azzurri”.

Lecds striker Alan  Smith,
Liverpool's Michael Owen and
Manchester United duo Paul
Schales and Wes Brown are
sitting it ont for the visitors,

Fiorentina's  Daniele  Adani
and Juventus midfielder Gian-
lnca Pessolto enter the squad
for Italy as replacements for the
injured pair.

Ldinese plavmaker Stetano
Filore - one of the successes of
Euaro 2000 - will take Totti's
role behind a front two.

Tavlor has appointed Man-
chester United midfielder David
Beckham as captain.

‘I told David and he is de-
lighted.” said Tavlor. “He |s
captain for one game, as that's
how long I am charge for the
moment, and 1 have no worries
about his temperament.

Turin police will be on alert
tor possible hooliganism in a
city where the death of 39 Ju-

ventus lans before the 1985
European Cup Final at 1he
Hevsel Stadium  in Brussels

alter rioting by Liverpool fans
has not been forgotten

-
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Blair set to meet Blatter

LONDON. Nov 14-

British Prime
Minister Tony
Blair on Monday
met  with  Sepp

Blatter, the presi
dent of FIFA - football's world
coverning body - to highlight
Liis opposition to plans to scrap
transfer fees for soccer stars,
reports AFP.

FIFA president Blatter. his
UEFA counterpart Lennart Jo-
hansson. English Premier
League boss Mike Foster and
Geoll Thompson of the Football
ASsociation (FA), met Blair at
10 Downing Street.

The prime minister is op-
posed to European Union (EU)
Commission and FIFA plans to
ban transfer fees in two years
time for senior players.

Blair believes the

lack of

transter cash for smaller clubs
could send some out of busi-
ness and lead to far fewer top-
flight teams in Britain.

The Commission wants to
outlaw the system because it
believes it interferes with the
free movement of labour under
the EU's single market system.

Countries with major soccer
leagues, such as Germany,
Spain and Italy., are backing
Blair's stand.

After the meeting, Johans-
son and latter said their time
with Blair, Culture Secretary
Chris Smith, and Sports Min-
ister Kate Hoey, had been "very
positive”.

Blatter said the Nice Summit
woluld be critical to the future of
the transfer system as was the
unified front that his alliance
with Johansson represented.

He continued: “Being to-
gether in this ... and showing a
common front and a common
will and wish will make our job
easier and it will also be under-
stood by the Commission that
football wants to change some
things but not all the principles
that have been laid down be-
fore.”

Smith said he hoped the
Commission would take notice
ol the submissions from mem-
ber countries and heads of gov-
ernment when they meet in
Nice. :

He added: "The transfer fee
System is umportant, particu-
larly because it helps smaller
clubs, and we are very worried
indeed about what the position
will be for smaller elubs in Brit-
ain if we simply abandoned the
svstem altogether.”

Leandro a la B

FLORENGE. Italy.

Nov - 14:  Fioren-
lina's Brazilian
striker Leandro

lhas the thankless
lask of ﬁ[ling the
the club's departed

bhonts of
Argentinmian legend Gabriel Ba-

tistita. reports AFP.

But  the 23-year-old from
Sa0 Paulo is making a fine start
and has already bagged five
goals i six ltalian First Divi-
sion games for the Florence
outlit who are also under new
management this season with
Turkish coach Fatih Terun re-
placing Giovanni Trapationi.

now manager of Italy, at the
helm.
Only  two players . have

scored more goals in Serie A
this season - one is AC Milan's

Ukrainian fritman
Shevehenke and  the other
needless to say, is Batistufa.
now at AS Roma - both have
netted six times.

Leandro - who joined the
club from Brazilian side Portu-
guesa - certainly does not have
a confidence problem. He asked
for and obtained the right to
wear the Argentinian's number
e shirt.

Leandro - whose full name is
Leandro Camara do Amaral but
s known as Leo by the Fioren-
tina fans - is otherwise careful
lo avoid comparisons when
asked to compare himself to
‘Bati-gol”, Fiorentina's leading
goalscorer in their history.

“Batistuta wrote Fiorentina's
history.” Leandro told Gazzetto
dello Sport "By working with

Andriv

tistuta!

humility 1 hope to become as
great as he i8.° M. HL30)

Leandro 1s s.irikmg up a’

good partnership withh another
close season Fiorentina signing
Nuno Gomes. the Portuguese
international and that means
opportunities have been few
and far between for the club’s
established strikers Enrico Chi-
esa and Predrag Mijatovic, a
Yugoslav international. :
And the Brazilian 1s careful
to give the credit for his fine
start to his colleagues, saying:

"l dedicate the five goals I have °

scored in the Championship to
iy feam-mates.

"The dressing room has
helped me fight and overcome
periods of nostalgia.” continued
the player who adnuts
misses his friends in Brazil

MILAN, Nov 14
AC Milan  vice-
president” Adriano
Galliani  Monday
said the Serie A
side was prepared

Toowait nntil the end of the vear
Jeol
write their rudebooks and end
cdiscrimination
[':Ii.lnln‘;lll
club’s website reported. reports
AFP

Italian tootball chiefs to re-

against
plavers.

11011~

Union the

Bangkok on Thursday.
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England captain David Beckham practicing free-kicks during
a traunimg session at Bishan Abbey on November 13. England
play Italy in a friendly at Turin today,

~AFP photo |

Ten days ago Galliani laud
sent a letter to the Ialian
games governing body (e
FIGC) threatening legal action
unless it “promptly” amended
the rules limiting the number of
non-EU plavers a club can field
to three - there is a cap of five
lor an entire squad.

Asked how long he would
wait until the FIGC complied
Galliani told the website on
Monday: "Until the end of the
vear.... we will not wait for the
start of next season.”

ltalian  league  president
I'ranco Carraro had previously
said he did not believe it was
correct tor rules to be changed
in the middle of the competi-
tion.

But Galliani claimed that the
practice of giving individual
players from non-EU countries
the same status as European
Union players during the
course ol a season meant that
in effect rules are being
changed in mid-season.

The most recent instance of
that practice came when Inter
Milan's new signing from Slo-
vakia Vratislav Gresko was
given European Union status
within days of moving to Italv
even though his home country
is not a EU member state.,

Galliani  explained: "Four-
leen playvers in 12 teams (8 in
Serie A, four in B) have found
their legal status altered since
the start of the season.

These are plavers that
comme  from Morocco., Poland.
Czech Republie, Slovakia. Tur-
Key., Romania, Slovenia and
Bulgaria. They have all effec-
tively become EU nationals.
from 1 July, the start of the
new seasorn.”

The letter sent 10 days ago
by Galliani was countersigned
by the cluby's tive non-EU play-

ers - Ukrabuan striker Andriy
Shevehenko,  Croatian mid-
helder  Zvonimir Boban  and
lirazilian trio Dida. Serginho
aid Roque Junior. '

It came 24 hours after a
ruling by a Reggio Emilia court
that saild any discrimination

Milan give ultimatum

between European Union citj-
Zens  and non-EU  nauonals
legally working in Ttaly was
ilegal. |

That ruling was made after a
iest case brought by Nigerian
Ikpe Prince Ekong who plays
for Third Division side Reggiana
and became ineligible for that
team when they were relegated
from Serie B as Serie C's rule-
book forbids the use of non-EU
players.

It opened the door for a legal
challenge by plavers in Serie A
and B where the cap of three on
the field and five in the squad
applies.

Delending Italian champions
Lazio have also demanded a
change m the rulebook in the
light of the Ekong ruling.

Juve president
blasts fans

MILAN, Nov 14: Juventus
president Vittorio Caissotti di
Chiusano Monday castigated
an element of his club's sup-
porters for their treatment of
the Turin side's plavers in re-
coent weeks., reports AFP.

caissotti di Chiusano, in
Milim for a book launch. told
journalists he was offended at
the behaviour of the support-
ers. saving he was shocked at
the “vulgarity and ignorance of
the lans - perhaps | should say
pseudo-fans because none of
them can be called our sup-
porters.”

He continued: “I can put up
with criticisin. the fan pays for
the ticket and has the right to
protest but to go from that to
vulgar insnlts, even to the ex-
tenit of insulting (a player's)
lamily. that's just not on.

At is  totally  inadmissible.
something 1 have never seen in
the history of Juventus.”

Juvenms  were  last  week
eliniinated  from  European
compeution and on the retarn
to Tarm airport after the defeat
that sealed their fate in Greece
the playver were verbally abused
by a group of supporters.
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