N P R R D TN s s ST R 05 el e R O o s T TN R S i Rl Rl A Tt e R A D B 7 A 30
! . ' y ; . . R i s 4 i . e Wil el el - WO ey
b L o - . . _ __J. - e 1

| Federal Express

Bangladesh Express Co. Ltd. |
| Licensee Of Federal Express Corporation
Tel #9565114; Fax # 9565112

Ll : . | N

DHANMONDI

Dhanmondi R.A., Dhaka
Tel # 863896

House # 53 (New) Rd. # 3A (New)

| KALYANPUR

|
=

Khwaja Super Market
Kalyanpur, Dhaka
Tel # 808803

.'-'
1
f

+ Py

MIRPUR

House # 96, Section # 10
Senpara Parbata
Mirpur, Dhaka

Tel # 9010493

| Flora's flight to

dress, she said.

Mirpur Vagrant Centre.

several times.

uncertainty

By Staff Correspondent

Ten-year-old Flora has said she arrived at Zia International Alr-
I port (ZIA) from London with her father in an ‘evening flight' and the
alr hostesses were wearing red dress. Aller official formalities, she
followed her father Riyadh and came out on the road but did not find
him any more. Within 10 minutes, two young men approached her
and offered to take her to her father.

The two strangers then took her to a 'nearby place,” gave her a
skirt, a blouse and a pair of sandals and asked her to change her

Then they hired an autorickshaw to take her to her father. On the
way, she could not find her camera, a gold chain and a watch.

This correspondent talked with Flora at Narayanganj Vagrant
Centre yesterday, She was brought to Dhaka on October 24,

Before abandoning her In front of a house at Road-6 at Dhamondi
in the city, the two men told her she could find her father inside a
house. The helpless girls then started to cry for help and a teacher
named Tapash took her to Dhanmondi Thana. The OC sent her (o

Flora said her ordeal did not end there. Controller of the centre
Lutfur took her to a room and said she could go to her father only if
she ‘satisfied him'. The traumatised girl sald Lutior 'harassed’ her

She further said she lived in London with her {ather, a 'white
mother’ and a brother. She had gone to school only for five days and
was never allowed to step out of the house. She could not even

See page 11 col 1

Shariatpur: 50 hurt

SHARIATPUR, Nov 14: At least
S50 people were injured, 20 by
bullet, in a gunlight between two
factions of Chhatra League at
Mulfatganj Bazar in Naria upazila
today, reports UNB

Police and witnesses said
internal feud led to the gunfight
between two BCL factions.

One faction led by Jakir,
nephew of Col (Retd) Shawkat Ali
MP, and another by Babu clashed
for about three hours.

Three shops were looted while
the office of Russel Smrity
Sangsad was damaged during the
clash.

Of the bullet injured ten were
identilied as Mizanur Rahman
Alam, 25, Elias, 20, Rubel, 25,
Azizul, 28, and Palash, Akhter
Hossain, 22, Monir Hossain, 19,
Uzzal, 19, Rashed, 17, and Azgar
ALl 22
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._Immunisation
Day today

The first round of

National |

Immunisation Day (NID) will be |

held today with a pledge to eradi-
cale Polio from the country,
reports BSS. "

Children under five years old
will be administered with two
drops of Oral Polio Vaccine (OPV).

One lakh twenty thousand
vaccinaton centres will remain
open from 8 am to 4 pm through
out the country to cover around
two crore children.

Health workers, teachers,
students, NGO workers, commu-
nity leaders, Boys Scout, Girl
Guides as well as personnel of the
UNICEF, WHO, I0CH, JICA and
Rotary International will work to
make this event a success.

Saidi's Tafsir
begins in Ctg
today

CHITTAGONG, Nov 14: A 3-day
Talsirul Quran Mahfil orpganised
by Islami Samaj Kallyan Parishad

begins at the Outer Stadium here
tomorrow, reports UNB.

Pro-government BCL. at a
press briefing, today said the
mahiil to be addressed by

Maulana Delwar Hossain Saildi.
MP, of Jamaat-e-Islami would be
resisted if any of the speakers
resorts to make adverse comment
on the Independence and the
liberation war.

Mulfatganj Hospital and
Shariatpur Sadar Hospital. Of
them,
shifted to Dhaka Medical College
Hospital.

Over a hundred pgunshots
were fired and huge bombs
exploded during the melee which
turned the entire area Into a
battlefield,” a shop owner told
UNB correspondent visiting the
spot after the clash.

On information, police rushed
to the spot from the thana head-
quarters and lired teargas shells
and charged baton on the rioters
to bring the situation under con
trol

Traffic on Chandipur-
Shariatpur road, adjacent to the
bazar halted lor over three hours
from 10 am.

Riot police were deployed al the

bazar to ward olf further clash.

Mizanur and Rubel were |

Ashik granted bail

shaws on Mirpur road.

Ban on rickshaws on Mi
unlikely to take effect today

Rickshawpullers threaten to go
for tougher movement

The government decision to slap a ban on plying
ol rickshaws on Mirpur Road is unlikely to take

effect today, sources said.

A meeting of Greater Dhaka Transport and
Planning Coordination Committee will take a deci-
sion today on the date of imposing the ban, con-

cerned officials said.

Sources, however, hinted that there Is a possibil-
ity of implementing the decision by the end of this

month.

Officials of Traffic Department of DMP last night
said that they were yel Lo get any instruction to stop
movement of rickshaws on the road today.

Earller, agencies concerned took an attempt to
stop plying of rickshaws on Mirpur Road from
November 1 which sparked off clashes between
police and rickshawpullers at different points on the
road on October 30, leaving al least 50 people

injured.

According to sources, lollowing the clashes the

authorities concerned decided to

on mother's bond

By Staff Correspondent

The wife of Chief Whip Abul
Hasnat Abdullah signed the
conditional bail bond for her son

. Ashik Abdullah yesterday, seven
| days after he was sent to jail on

charges of extortion, attempt to
murder, abduction and assault
and ransacking a house at
Dhanmondi in the city
Metropolitan Magistrate
Mohammad Shahidul Islam

| granted bail to Ashik Abdullah on

Monday with two sureties on
condition that either his father or
mother and a lawyer would sign
the bail bond.

Ashik's lawyer, Syed Rezaur
Rahman submitted a bail prayer
before the court saying that the
allegations against Ashik and two
others vaheedul Haq Razon
and Wasim Islam -- were fabri
caled and baseless. He pleaded
that they were falsely implicated
In the case as part of a conspir-
acy.

Police Inspector Kanan Kumer
Debnath opposed the bail petition
saying that the three were
involved In the incidents and that
there were specific charges
against them.

Alter hearing both the sides,
the Magistrate granted them ball.

Earlier on November 8, the

Chief Metropolitan Magistrates |

(CMM's) court sent
Dhaka Central Jail,
their bail petitions.

The three are accused in a case
filed by one Nasrin Yakub with
Dhandondi thana.

In the case, she alleged that on
November 7, Ashik, Waheedul
Haq Razon, and Wasim Islam
forced their way into her
Dhanmondi house and
demanded money. They ran-
sacked the house, assaulted
several inmates and threatened
to Kill her two boys if money is not
given, according to the FIR. Razon
and Wasim, both aged 22, are
sons of Fazlul Haq and Rezaul
Islam respectively.

Nasrin Yakub is the daughter
of Shaheed Salimullah, a martyr
in the War of Liberaton War. The
Shaheed Salimullah Road in
Mohammadpur iIn the city is
named alter Nasrin's father.

Razon and Wasim were
arrested from their residences
while Ashik surrendered before
the court.

In her petition, Nasrin alleged
that Ashik;! Razon and Wasim
used to demand money from her
son Navid, a O Level student at a

See page 11 col 1

them to
rejecting

Reserved JS seats

From page |

Sbill lapse unless there is any
dramatic change in opposition
politics. Unwilling to support the
bill sponsored by |ts arch-rival
Awaml League, the main opposi-
tion BNP plans to move a similar
bill once it emerges as the major-
ity party in the parliament, party
sources sald,

Sengupta regretted that
though his party performed its
duties by Introducing the bill of
constilutional Importance, the
opposition is still indifferent.

“We cannot keep on sitting on
such a crucial bill just because
the opposition's continuing non-
cooperation. How can we allow a
constitutional vacuum?” asked
Sengupta,

Introduced In the parliament
on June 17 this year, the bill
provides for continuation of
constilutional provision of 30
reserved seats for women for
another 10 years. Validity of the
existing seals expires in April

———

2001.

The bill requires an amend-
ment to the constitution for pas-
sage which, in turn, needs sup
port from at least (wo-thirds
members in the House. But the
required support cannot be
obtained with the mainstream
opposition lawmakers boycotting
the parliament proceedings for
more than a year now,

On expiry of the present bill,
there are scopes for bringing
another bill on the same Issue. “If
the second one also lapses, an
Intervention from the Supreme
Court can be sought on the con-
stitutional vacuum (o be created
out of non-extension of the provi-
slon,” said a Constitution expert.

The Supreme Court can exer-
cise Its Advisory Jurisdiction on
such constitutional vacuum If
the parliament refers the Issue to
it, he explained,

‘arlous quarters, Including
leading women's rights bodies
have meanwhile demanded an

Published by the Editor from Transcraft

Ltd,, 52 Motijheel CA.,

I

"

*‘
'

Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial O
Telephone Numbers: 8124944, 8124955, 8124966,
DHAKA. Internet edition address: http/www.da lyst

_— = p— R—

Editor: Mahfuz Anam

e

destined

Increase in the number of
reserved seats for women and a
provision for direct election to
such seats. So long, women from
the reserved seats picked up the
ruling party for the provision of
Lthelr election by directly elected
MPs.

Mainstream opposition par-
ties, Including BNP had also
endorsed the new arrangements.
But the partles nelther submitted
their suggestions to the standing
committee nor are they ready to
attend the parliament session (o
do so, let alone supporting the
bill.

“The opposition party is free to
suggest any change, and the
House can adopt those if deemed

lit," Suranjit Sengupta said,
adding that the government and
the opposition were equally

responsible for protection of Lthe
rights of women who constitute
half of the population.
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Rickshawpullers took to streets in the city yesterday protesting a government decision to ban rick-

re——

--Star photo

rpur Rd

By Staff Correspondent

from today.

But this time authorities are not going to imple-
ment the decision today following requests from
schools located on both sides of the road as most of
the schools are now holding examinations.

Meanwhile, Dhaka Metropolitan
Rickshawpullers-Owners' (Chalak-Malik) Unity
Councll yesterday threatened to go for tougher
movement if the ban is imposed on plying of rick-
shaws on city's Mirpur Road from today.

Leaders of the councll during its rally at the
Muktangan yesterday also demanded proper reha-
bilitation of city's rickshawpullers prior to imple-
mentation of any government decision to Impose a
ban on rickshaws.

Earlier on Monday Rickshaw Peshajibi Sangram
Parishad, a platform of rickshawpullers, announced
that it would impose a hartal on November 16 if the ,
authorities obstruct plying of rickshaws on Gabtali
Azimpur Road today

impose the ban

ioharpool- road to be
repaired in 15 days

By Staff Correspondent

Loharpool road in Sutrapur will be repaired in the next 15 days,
acting Mayor of Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) and Commissioner of
Ward-82 Shahidullah Minu said yesterday.

The road has been in a dilapidated condition for the last two years
causing immense suffering to residents of Sutrapur, the most densely
populated urban area in the world.

Roads In the entire area were dug up to implement the Tk 33 crore
Dholaikhal Imrprovement Project (DIP), which is part of the DCC's
Environment Improvement Project. As a component of DIP, a box cul-
vert will be built over Dholaikhal, one of the remaining canals in the
city and now an outlet for waste water flowing into the river Buriganga.

People of Sutrapur recently staged demonstrations against delay in
repair of the roads and also threatened to go on strike if authorities fail
to take steps for this.

The acting Mayor told this correspondent that repair of the roads
was delayed due to complications arising from relocation of WASA.

See page 11 col 3
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700 die every day from
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"persistent hunger"

655 of them children, says Hunger Project report '

By Staff Correspondent

Around 700 people die from “chronic persistent
hunger” in the country every day and 655 of them
are children, according to The Hunger Project, Ban-
gladesh.

Fifty-five per cent of bables are underwelght at
birth because Bangladeshi mothers “eat last and
least” In the family, its Country Director Dr. Badiul
Alam Majumder sald at a press conference at its
Dhanmondioffice here yesterday.,

In economie terms, this deficiency will cost the
country 23 billlon US dollars in the next 10 years, he
sald. This means an annual loss of Tk 13,000 crore
(approximately US 2.3 billlon), a figure roughly
equivalent to Bangladesh's development budget for
1998-99 linanclal year, he added.

"Despite continued flow of foreign aid in the last
29 years, Bangladesh could not eradicate hunger
and malnutrition. This led The Hunger Project to
think twice about the prevailing development prac-
tees In the country,” he sald.

" We do not believe that the problem of hunger can
be resolved by giving alms. So we set our goals to
motivate village people with the spirit of self-reliance
and create animators [rom among students, Union

Parishad chalrmen and members and women to
help them solve their problems,” he explained.

Founded in 1991, The Hunger Project, Bangla-
desh Jaunched a two-pronged strategy in 1993 1o
mobilise grass-roots people and | them with
resources with the help of "committed” leaders of
soclety to make them self-rellant.

Now, the Project has 4,000 trained animators whe
are mobllising people.

Citing some examples, Majumder said people of
20 areas of Galbandha are now cultivating fish in
derelict swamps, which Is benefiting 2, 100 families,
Besides, volunteers are motivating villagers in three
thanas in the district to use fodised salt.

One thousand people of Hossainpur Thana in
Kishoregan| district have started cultivating fish in
swamps, which will earn them at least Tk 15 lack in
elght months. Residents at Rayer Bazar in the city
are moving door to door and collecting waste to use
those as organic fertiliser, Majumder said.

The Project has trained 7614 young men and
women In various income-generation activities.
Thirty such trained women in Shidharkhila village

See page 11 col 6

Majors Noor, Huda fired
on Bangabandhu: SPP

Court was told yesterday that the absconding
Killer Major AKM Mohiuddin Ahmed dragged
Bangabandhu from his bedroom onto the staircase
when two other majors Noor and Bazlul Huda fired
on the leader, reports UNB.

Giving account of individual complicity of the
former army officers in the August 15 carnage on
the 54th day vyesterday of death reference and
appeal hearings in the Bangabandhu Murder Case,
the prosecution submitted that Mohiuddin's
involvement in the incident was narrated by 10
witnesses in the trial court. ]

Special Public Prosecutor Advocate Anisul Hug
sald in the trial court that 10 witnesses had given
account of the involvement of Maj] Mohiuddin
(lancer) in the August 15, 1975 incident.

Fourteen witnesses narrated the complicity of Lt
Col (retd) Sultan Shariyar Rashid Khan, seven of
Maj Rashed Chowdhury, | ‘'ne of Maj (retd) Ahmed
Sharful Hossain and seven of It Nazmul Hossain
Ansar.

Reading out from evidence given by a witnesses

the lawyer sald Maj Mohiuddin shouting "hands up .
. . hands up’ entered Bangabandhu's residence on
the dawn of August 15.

He was seen at the Balurghat parade ground
during briefing and moved out of Dhaka Canton-
ment with his convoy at 3:30 am, the lawyer quoting
another witness submitted before a High Court
bench holding the hearings.

The convicted killer was also seen talking with Col
Farooq when he came near Bangabandhu's resi-
dence in a tank at about 7 am.

‘Mohiuddin was seen at Bangabhaban showing
news clippings to Khandaker Mustaque Ahmed,” the
lawyer said, adding that the convicied killer left
Bangladesh on November 3, 1975 along with other
Killers and was later absorbed in foreign ministry
job.

Lt Col (retd) Sultan Shariyar Rashid Khan,
another condemned accused now in Dhaka Central
Jall, was seen at the parade ground at the Balurghat
on August 15 morning although he was not in the
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Inqilab editor granted bail

From page |
Chief Justice Latifur Rahman late in the evening
after a Judge of the Division Bench of the High Court
felt embarrassed to hear the petition for bail amidst
a nolsy argument between lawyers of the defendant
and the state.

Bahauddin went to the High Court seeking bail
after a Magistrate issued warrants of arrests against
him, Baqui Billah, the publisher of the newspaper
and AS Mosharaf on sedition charges for a parody
mimicking the national anthem which was pub-
lished in the newspaper on October 20.

The sedition charges were brought against them
by an official of the Home Ministry on Monday.

Barrister Maudud Ahmed prayed for bail on
behalf of Bahauddin and his brother at a Division
Bench comprising Justice Nurul Islam and Justice
Momtazuddin,

During the hearing Justice Momtazuddin felt
embarrassed to hear the petition amidst arguments
between Barrister Maudud Ahmed and Deputy
Attorney General M Faruq and lawyers of both sides.
Justice Nurul Islam then referred the petition 1o the

ChiefJustice.

At this stage, Maudud Ahmed sought an interim
order from the court that his client should not be
harassed or arrested until the constitution of a new
bench and hearing of the petition.

Justice Nurul Islam eed but Justice
Meahamamd Momtazuddin differed with it.

Alter the order to refer it to the Chief Justice,
Bahauddin's lawyers rushed to the residence of the
Chief Justice. But he was not at home in the late
afternoon. When he returned in the evening
Maudud Ahmed and others moved there.

Late in the evening, the Chief Justice ordered
constitution of the new bench comprising Justice
MM Ruhul Amin and Justice Zainal Abedin.

The judges came to the High Court and started
hearing the petition at about 10 pm at a closed door
court room.

As his lawyers shulffled from the residence of the
Chief Justice and the court police took position
around it, Bahauddin moved to the chamber of
Barrister Rafiqul Hug Mia. He was there until
11:30pm.
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LEVER
Lever Brothers supports
the polio eradication program

in Bangladesh

Even if one child 1s
left out from immunization,
would you want it
to be yours...?
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National Inmunization Day

I** Round on 15" November, 2000




