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Guide to Investment

R a change it was good to see an investment
guide released not from the host's self-praisin

standpoint but from the potential user's practica
point of view. On Saturday at the concluding ses-
sion of the ICC Asia conference in the city what we
got was an investment guide to Bangladesh pre-
pared jointly in a businesslike fashion by the In-
ternational Chamber of Commerce (ICC) and the
United Nations Conference on Trade and Develop-
ment (UNCTAD). Although the end of the confer-
ence was not marked by any formal declaration of
its detailed outcome, vet we have assurances from
ICC Bangladesh president Mahbubur Rahman that
the recommendations would be made available to
the press in due course. However, the just-released
hand-book being an independent evaluative docu-
ment encapsulating both strongpoints for and im-
pediments to foreign investment in Bangladesh we
have in it some recommendations anyway to com-
ment on. We attach an extra-bit of importance to
the ICC-UNCTAD collaborative efforts to see Bang-
ladesh placed reasonably well on the world invest-
ment map as part of our integration with the global
market.

What does the investment guide say? Frankly, it

has a little more to it than has been aired by differ-
ent international quarters by way of constructive
criticism of our investment climate from time to
time. It is common knowledge that bureaucratic
red-tape and poor physical infrastructure, includ-
ing grossly erratic power supply, have been our two
major drawbacks as far as investment - both do-
mestic and foreign - goes. But the guide specifies
two more factors as dampers: intransparent ad-
ministration and non-implementation of policies,
the latter obviously referring to policies that were
adopted precisely with an eye to bolstering invest-
ment but going unimplemented as an obvious
contradiction. Yet we are showcasing some of
them, as if those were for real!
By default therefore, our ‘weaknesses' are out-
weighing our ‘strong points.” Our social homogene-
ity, democratic credentials, energetic, low-cost and
easily trainable workforce, and liberal regime on
FDI can only work to our advantage if we imple-
ment certain strategic decisions centred on ad-
ministrative and financial reforms, and steadying
the power supply to entrepreneurs, which seem
well within our capacity to do.

Waste Fright

HAT waste can be efficiently managed is a con-
Tcept rather alien to us. We have persistently
castigated the Dhaka City Corporation (DCC) for
routinely failing to keep our residential neighbour-
hoods, workplaces and streets clean. But never
have we raised any question about what it does
with the garbage it collects from roadside bins and
containers. Many of us do know that these are
dumped on to six or seven open waste sites in the
outskirts of the city but have not quite bothered to
sensitise all concerned about how such a method
of garbage disposal poses threat to the public
health. Now. it seems, our indifference and igno-
rance in this regard have caught up with us and
we may have to pay a heavy price for that. Re-
Ssearchers in the developed countries have found
out that gas oozing out from the landfill sites could
have carcinogenic effect on humans. People living
near waste dumps run four times more risk than
others to develop bladder, lung and blood cancer.
Put together with the fact that the mix of garbage
in the open dumps and rainwater can trickle down
to the water-table with micro-organisms and toxic
chemicals, we may be dealing with a health emer-
gency more serious than we can realise.

In a land-strapped country like ours, we cannot
simply afford the luxury of having dumps far away
from human habitat. People living closer to waste
sites — perhaps too close for comfort - is the truth
in our context. Instead of alternative residential
plans, therefore, we need to devise alternative
waste-disposal system. It is high time that we
started investing our money, thought and energy
into more waste treatment facilities. The ones we
have are provenly inadequate to deal with the huge
quantity of garbage produced daily. Besides, as
speakers at the international conference on water
and sanitation, held recently in the capital, ob-
served, the composition of garbage is also changing
with time.

Composting plants hold the answer to the prob-
lem we face. The government, we hope, would
abandon its age-old outlook on the issue and take
measures to install more treatment plants in
Dhaka and elsewhere in the country. Time is of the
essence again. Should it decide to sit idle on the
Issue, the problem could well snowball into a big-
ger crisis.
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Precautions against Fire

UR vulnerability to fire has once again been ex-

posed by Sunday’s blaze at the city's Rupnagar
area under Pallabi thana where 400 shacks were
destroyed by fire, which broke out at 6 in the eve-
ning. Fire fighting units from Mirpur, Mohammad-
pur, Tejgaon and Kurmitola rushed to the spot but
they could not put out the blaze until it was next
morning. Due to the very location of the slum - in
the middle of a government-owned virtually dried
up lake - and lack of electric supply there, the fire
fighters reportedly had to wait till dawn to bring
the fire under control. And when they completed
their operation, the damage was already done:
people living at the cluster of houses lost their be-
longings.

This incident clearly points to the fact that
Dhaka city has many fire-prone places and it is
time we turned our attention to them to build
minimal safety precautions into their living condi-
tions. Let's put on the list pockets that are ex-
tremely vulnerable to fire and see how we can im-
prove their situation. It's worthwhile to mention
that at several places the fire brigade people have
no road access which is why when the former
catch fire it is all ash that one sees in the end. The
policy measures have to be adjusted to the reality
that Dhaka would have more people to live in its
periphery in future whose lives would be at in-
creasing risk unless we head this off by putting

appropriate safeguards in place.
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‘Power, like a desolating pesti-
lence, pollutes whatever it
touches.” - Shelley

LLEGATIONS of vole

rigging, relusal to accept

the results by the two
contenders, endless war of words
and finally seeking Injunction of
the court are belleved to be the
characteristics of fledgling third
world democracles like
Bangladesh or Nigeria. But the
controversies raging since the
November 7 presidential election
in the world's mightiest
democracy, the United States and
the looming shadow of
uncertainty that still hangs over
it have caused wlidespread
consternation, dismay, anguish
and animated suspense among
the Americans. In the outside
world also the stalemate has
evoked widespread curlosities as
to who will finally emerge as the
next President of the only
superpower the US.

It was unprecedented in the
recent memory In the United
States. It was the closest fight in
forty vears. The electioneering
was heated up even by character
assassination freely resorted to
by both Democral nominee Al
Gore and Republican candidate
George Bush.

The state of Florida has
emerged as the decisive factor.
George Bush was leading by a
slender margin. Then came the
complaints from the Democrats
about widespread irregularities.
Jesse Jackson, the black leader,
has openly complained that
lilteen per cent Alro-Americans
were not allowed to cast their
votes. The pgeneral feeling was
that ballot papers were so

ROBABLY, not even the
most experienced and prag-

matic political analyst could
ever predict such a close call in
the Decision 2000, although
almost everyone anticipated that
it would be a close race. Right
now. what we have here is a
strange limbo revolving around
State of Florida. The latest shows
that the wunofficial recounting
gives Bush a litte over 300 vote
margin over Gore. That all of a
sudden makes the absentee
votes, the deciding lactor, which
can amount to about 2000.
Given most ol these votes will
come from the U.S army person-
nel who are serving abroad, and
given the army personnel's liking
over the Republican outlook,
most of these votes might go for
Bush, and can clear his path
towards Presidency. However the
case of almost 19,000 cancelled
votes, most of which would go for
Gore could be taken up to the
Supreme Court. Then, of course
we will experience a long and ugly
legal battle. Let's assume for a
moment that the Supreme Court
delivers the verdict in favour of
Bush. Those 19,000 votes have
been cancelled because of valid
reasons; no one can deny that. If
that's the case Bush will be the

As in America so also in Bangladesh it is the power that matters m-;d
compromise. This is the mindset of the bourg
to them... It should be noted that election

towards democratic dispensation. If the election process itself is

e

eoisie who crave only for power
ts not an end in itself, but is a

to suffer in the long run.

US Presidential Election and Lessons forBa

on the issue of power there is no
and democracy is just a facade
means rather the stepping stone
flawed, democracy is bound

designed as to create confusion
among volers causing doubts in
whose favour they are casting
their votes. Bush's brother, the
Governor of Florida, has resigned
from Election Conducting Com-
mittee because of severe public
criticism. The Democrats
demanded manual recounting of
the votes and against a probable
move towards this direction Bush

has decided to seek a court
Injunction.
State Department official

James Ruben has said it is Indeed
unfortunate to go to the court.
The democrals requested Bush
not to seek Injunction against
manual counting of votes If he s
sure of winning the race. The
machine might commit big mis-
takes which can be avolded by
manual counting of votes, the
democrats maintained. If there is
a court injunction there might be
more delay in announcing the
result of the much-talked about
presidential polls in the US. In the
meantime came the most
astounding news of finding two
missing ballot boxes in Miamil.
The flasco in the polling and
vole counting in the United States
once more amply demonstrated
that there is nothing to be com-
placent about democracy,
Democracy is a matter of con-
stant practice and even a tradi-
tionally democratic country
might face an adverse situation if

timely reforms are not initiated.
The United States champions
democracy and human rights.
But the just concluded presiden-
tial poll and the manner in which
It was held are certain 1o create a
dent In its image the world over.
According (o an analyst, the
nightmare' of this election would
haunt the Americans. It will take
long, long time for the dust to

change in the status quo.
Naturally, for a_ party or its
candidate to win the presidential
race Is something highly coveted
not only for global Interests but
also In the interests of those
lavishly funding the election
campalgn. So every four years the
United States undergoes the
feverish pitch of hustings which
equally catches the attention of
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- HEART OF THE MATTER
Mansoor Mamoon

settle down. It all boils down to
the focal point the power and the
clout that the President of the
United States enjoys both inside
and outside the country. -Right at
this moment the President of the
United States Is the most power-
ful man in the world. In the uni-
polar world, on him largely
depends not only how the United
States will move but also how the
world will move. Economically
and militarily the US Is superior
than any country on earth. It
annually imports 83 thousand
crore dollars worth of goods. Its

naval strength and firepower is

Invineible.  In the foreseeable
future there is not going Lo be any

the world at large. A" record
amount of two billion US dollars
was reported to have been spent
on the campaign this time. Who
funded this staggering amount
and with what Intent and pur-
poses? Definitely they will have
their returns as In the past. There
was a move for long for checking
and controlling campalgn fund
but without avail. The bill In this
regard could not pass through in
the legislature. People are once
again calling for electoral
reforms. They strongly maintain
that only foolproof measures and
appropriate electoral reforms can
ensure American democracy.

Now what lesson Bangladesh is

——

to derive from the US Presidential
election .1t Is over a decade that
Bangladesh Is enjoying demo-
cratic constitutional rule. During
these years two elections were
held under the neutral non-
partisan caretaker government,
These elections were halled the
world over as the fairest. But the
contending parties the Awami
League in 1991 and the BNP in
June 1996 refused to accept the
oulcome on the plea that It was
rigged. This resulted in the nef-
fective and virtually non-
functioning Parllament because
of the refusal of opposition to
cooperate in strengthening it. As
the 2001 hustings approaches
the political arena Is likely to be
extremely heated yup and the
defeated party will presumably
again refuse Lo accept the result.
As lrr America so also in Banga-
desh it is the power that matters
and on the issue of power there s
no compromise. This is the
mindset of the bourgeolsie who
crave only for power and democ-
racy is just a facade to them.

The second point that Bangla-
desh must note is the campaign
funding. Election has already
turned Into a big business In
Bangladesh. Black money and
muscle power are the two most
dominant factors in the fray. The
Election Commission in Bangla-
desh has put a ceiling on election
funding which is simply ludi-
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The Electoral College: Facing an Ethical Dillemma?

by Tashfeen Hussain

American Democracy has been tested time and

again. It has gone through challenges during civil war, civil

rights era, or Watergate scandal. But, every time, it successfully passed the test, because it looked at the

matter from the core of ethics. What is ethics?
ethical to vote for someone who didn

would not win the state of Florida?

--an ability to distinguish between right from wrong. Is it then
't win the popular vote, and also did the confusion not exist,

next President of U.S.A. The
problem is that people will know
that he actually lost the State of
Florida and of course the popular
vole. Do we then have an ethical
problemn here?

Let's locus on the facts. Gore
has undoubtedly won the popular
vote. It is because of the strange
electoral system for which he will
loose White House. The Electoral

College systeni was designed for

reasons’ some 200+ years ago,
which are not relevant any more.
One of the principal reasons was
if common people seemed to be
making a grave mistake in choos-
ing a President, Electoral College
would correct the mistake. In a
nation, where information is so
fluid and most people being edu-
cated today, that is not longer a
valid reason. Then, knowing the
majority wanted Gore as the
President, how can the Electoral
College vote for someone who did
not win the popular vote?

I understand what their logic is
going to be. "Hey, Bush has won
my slate.” However, they should
not forget that an American Presi-
dent does not only represent one
conslituency or one particular
state, he represents the whole
nauon. Then, isn't it logical thatl

the Electoral College should
reflect the majority people's will in

people either.

They should also take into
account the voting irregularities.
In their state, if Bush wins the
recount, the margin will be much
thinner than the first count. What

did really happen there? How can
the most sophisticated computer-

ized vote counting system makes
such an error? And, what about

their voting for the President? {sthe fact that some ballot_boxes

Nowhere in*the constitution it

says that the Electoral College °

needs to vote in favour of a candi-
date who wins the state but
looses the nationwide popular
vote. If Florida's Electoral College
votes for Bush, they are going to
send him to the White House
knowing that they have decided
lo send someone to assume the
Presidency who doesn't have the
approval of the majority of the
Americans, and clearly, if the
ballot papers were not that con-
fusing, would not have the
approval of majority of the Florida

were [ound locked up, which were
not previously counted? And, all
of them had to happen in Florida,
where the Governor is Bush's
younger brother. Can they not
smell the remote possibility of a
perspicacious rigging that took
place, which is unprecedented in
American history of democracy?
They should also consider the
case of those 19,000 votes that
have been cancelled for such a
confusing ballot paper, even
though the Florida Democrats did
not complain before the election
was held. No questions would

Jyoti_Basu's Exit

arise il these votes were supposed
to go for Bush, but they didn't.
Even Pat Buchanan, whose name
in the ballot next to Gore initiated
this confusion, agreed that those
were Gore's voles 19000 is a very

big number when considering

that the margin is not even 500.
Therefore, if the tradition for the
electoral college is to vote for the

1
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ege will
vote for someone who actually
didn't carry the state.

American Democracy has been
tested time and again. It has gone
through challenges during civil
war, civil rights era, or Watergate
scandal. But, every time, it suc-
cessfully passed the test, because
it looked at the matter from the
core of ethics. What is ethics? an
ability to distinguish between
right from wrong. Is it then ethical
to vote for someone who didn't
win the popular vote, and also did

crous compared (o actual amount

spent. Where from this enormous
of money comes? From the bank
defaulters, possessors of unac-
counted black money, godfathers
and Maflosi? Do they donate
gcncrnusl}lr_}{rom their coffers for
nolhln?‘? ey take their return
manliold through grabbing vital
?rojec'ta at Inflated rates, more
acilities in securing bank loans,
nharl:.;t Jrn‘zrkela scandals, black
mar and such other t -
while for the general mmpeoplc
democracy starts sounding hol-
low. who defined democ-
racy as the "ornament of the
bourgeoisie” predicted such a
:sllluatlt:lm ! by
emar or long for a

ate refufmlg of lh:gel B
cess. There should be consensus
on this issue and not ssing
like American presidential candi-
dates saying "Okay, let it remain
as it Is this time, we will think
about it next time.” The United
States can very well withstand
and overcome its present row
over who actually has won the
race. Bul with weak pillars of
democracy it will be difficult on
the part of Bangladesh if another
political crisis grips it after next
year s general election.

It should be noted that election
Is not an end In itself, but is a
means rather the stepping stone
towards democratic dispensa-
ton. If the election process itself
is flawed, democracy is bound to
suffer In the long run as evi-
denced by the events in the
United States. This Is axiomatic.
So Bangladesh should move for
correct measures when there is
still Ume taking cue from the

hullabaloo of the US Presidential
Election.

the confusion not exist, would not
win the state of Florida?

In a democracy, a constitution
Is made to serve the people who
own that constitution; people are
nol supposed to serve the consti-
tution. Civil rights were not in the
constitution; clearly, slavery was
not against the constitution.
Thus, the Florida Electoral Col-
lege should go beyond the consti-
tution, and look at those faces
whose votes have been
marginalized. They have been
deprived of their fundamental

right the right to choose. If Bush
assumes (he Presidency, the

Electoral College should know
that, “in their head, the Ameri-

i cans will have a president whose .
+ s name {s George W. Bush for next.

four years, but in their heart, they
will have a President whose name
is Al Gore, or a question mark."
The true test of democracy will fail
for the first ime in a land which
champions the cause of democ-
racy, simply because this is going
to put Ameri¢an people for next
four years into "Constitutional
Slavery”,

The wniter is Faculty, School of
Business, AMA International

University Bangladesh (AIUB)

What will be the Impact on Indian Politics?

lifetime in left politics for this

part of the world, has finally
quit as the chief minister of West
Bengal state of India after more
than uninterrupted 23 vyears'
stay. He was contemplating to
call it a day for somelime past but
his plan was being delayed time
and again as his Communist
Party (CPM) and the constituents
ol the ruling nine-party left front
were unwilling to let him go since
the elderly politician has been the
main strength of the coalition.
But the 86-year-old veteran has
succeeded in convincing the
party and the front on the need of
his relinquishing on health
ground. Deputy chief minister
Buddhadev Bhattacharya, 56,
has stepped into the shoes of his
senlor and respected colleague.
This marks an end to a glorious
career of a person who was the
longest serving head of a commu-
nist state government elected in
the multi-party democratic sys-
lem in contemporary world his-
tory. The success was all the more
remarkable when the current era
is not much favourable for social-

JYO’I’I Basu, a legend in his

Basu's exit from power will definitely affect the left politics in India and may also change the political
milieu of West Bengal but any change cannot be drastic and immediate since he will remain around and
his is a party on ideological line where personality does count but not excessively.

ism particularly after the collapse
of the first communist state giant
former Soviet Union although the
ideology remains strong in sev-
eral countries.

While the politics in the neigh-
bouring country is Interesting
and also important for Bangla-
desh for manifold reasons, West
Bengal s certainly of special
relevance and curiosity for this
country. Evidently, this particu-
lar interest for political and other
developments in West Bengal
broadly stems from simple fact
that Bangladesh and that part of
present-day India once formed
the province of Bengal and people
of this whole area speak the same
language. The people of West
Bengal are often seen as politi-
cally progressive and advanced In
thoughts and ideas in India. This
is the reason which once
prompted Gokhle, the well-
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known politician of the British
Indian days, to remark that what
Bengal thinks today the rest of
India will think tomorrow. West
Bengal is not otherwise very
important of the 27 Indian states
but is definitely considered politi-
cally advanced and intellectually
progressive. The first Indian to
receive a Nobel prize way back in
1913 was no other than a
Bengalee poet Rabindranath
Tagore and this clearly speaks of
the level of Bengali intellect. The
lirst Asian to become Nobel laure-

Lil

also a
Bengalee professor Amartya Sen
who won the coveted award last

ale In economics Iis

year.

Jyoti Basu is certainly the most
prominent Benagli politiclan in
the history of independent India
even though there were other
figures including some chief
ministers and central ministers
from West Bengal who had
earned great reputation.

There has been a qualitative
change In the electoral pattern in
Westl Bengal as the once-

Electrical safety
regulations

Sir, The recent fire in a knitting
factory due to electrical short-
circuiting in t(he basement
switching room in a new modern
multi-storey building points 1o
training and maintenance weak-
nesses/lapses in this trade. Most
of the mechanics In the private
seclor are semi-literate and do
not have chance for basic formal
training with theory and day to
day working. The approach is
more amateurish than profes-
slonal.

What Is missing Is a network of
training centres for mechanics
and techniclans in the private
sector. Achain of NGOs can assist
in this respect, instead of divert-
ing 100 per cent attention (o
poverty alleviation programme in
the rural areas. More attention
has to be pald to the professional
drawbacks of the SMEs (small

}

and medium enterprises). The
raining culture cannot set In
withoul setting up an orlentation
network (Instead of concentrating
all facilities in Dhaka metropolis).

The government as a facilitator
may coordinate with the industry

chamber bodies to draw up plans

lor such training centres.
BGMEA, with a milllon workers,
can also be drawn Into the train-
ing orbit for safety training work-
shops in Industrial plants located
In residental areas. The issue is
nolt new, but it is a neglected area.
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Superannuation age

Sir, In the early elghties, super-
annuation age In the government
service was 55. President Ershad
rajsed It to 57 and earned the
gratitude of the service-holders. It
may be mentioned here that
superannuation age in Indija and

Pakistan Is 60 years.

Arecent survey has shown that
life expectancy in the country has
gone up. Public Service Reforms
Commission and a committee
under Chairmanship of the
Speaker of Parliament also rec-
ommended raising of the super-
annuation age (0 60, In the recent
past, President Justice
Shabuddin Ahmed also publicly
recommended for raising of the
supernnuation age. But every-
thing seems to [all on deal ears as
a vested group is against this due
Lo some unknown reason.

Since the PM Is head ol the
government, she should act fairly
and impartially without suc-
cumbing to the pressure of the
vested group. As a compromise
measure, however, she can raise
the supernnuation age to 59
rather than 60.

Mrs Momiaz Jahan
Mohalkchali, Dhaka
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Palestinian struggle
for freedom

Sir, Right from the Lord
Balfour's Declaration till now no
elfective solution to the problem
of Palestinian people is at sight. It
seems that the West is Interested
only to prop up the Jewish entity
as the basic global monetary
structure is controlled by the
Zionists. Hence no solution just
and equitable to the Palestinians
is sought out by the Pentagon.
Perhaps. they leel that by pres-
surising the Arafat authority a
superficial structure ol peace
could be altained. Therelore, a
peaceful co-existence is a far cry
for the Palestinians as the cluster
of Jewish settlements makes it
absolutely Impossible for the
natives to exist In peace and
amity.

Al-Haj S. M. Khalid Chowdhury
Dhaka

dominant Indian National Con-
gress, which spearheaded the
independence movement of India,
is now on the verge of near extine-
tion in the state. The Congress
was in the helm in West Bengal
for many years like it was in the
centre at New Delhi after the
independence but for the last
more than two decades the left
front led by the communist party
(Marxist) which is known as the
CPM has replaced the Congress
both in political ascendancy and
power. The front is there in power
for over 23 years with the leader of
the CPM Jyoti Basu as the chief
minister. Other constituents of
the front are the Communist
Party of India (CPI), Forward Bloc,
RSP etc. The Congress remained
as the second force and main
opposition till last year when a
new polarization had taken place
resulting in the relegation of the
Congress to a disappointingly
nominal presence. The poor
condition for the Congress in the
state can be borne out by the fact
that it won only three of the 42
parliamentary seats there in the
last federal elections.

The recent change has been
brought about by Ms. Mamta
Banerjee, who till two years ago,
remained a fiery anti-left Con-
gress leader but quit her own
party after being 'disenchanted
with the affairs' in the organisa-
tion. The faction led by her broke
away and formed “Trinamul
Congress” which took the state
particularly capital Calcutta by
storm in last polls by winning
eight seats. The number of seats
may not be very big but it was in
the second position as the state-
ruling left front took 31 of the 42
seals to show its continuing
dominance in West Bengal. The
emergence of the “Trinumul
Congress" came as a blg setback
for the main Congress which is
now fighting for a foothold in the
state. This party which is as yet
confined within West Bengal has
forged electoral alliance with the

BJP. In recent times, the left front
suffered some reverses when it
lost the municipal elections in
Calcutia city to the "Trinamul”.
Mamta, although a federal minis-
ter, is eyeing on West Bengal chief
ministership. She leads a simple
life and has undoubtedly earned
popularity. But to dislodge the
leftists from the state power still
appears a Herculean task.

The exit of Basu is likely to
hamper the left front in the com-
ing state assembly elections due
mid next year. However, he says
he will remain with the party and
work lor the left front. Basu
enjoys tremendous respect in
India and twice came close Lo
become prime minister of the
country. His successor
Bhattacharya has proved his
ability but he will find it a tough
job to maintain the cohesion in
the coalition on one hand and
tackle the aggressive "Trinamul"
on the other. He himself has said
after taking over the new office
that challenge is big because it is
difficult to match his legendary
predecessor. Basu's exit from
power will definitely affect the left
politics in India and may also
change the political milieu of West
Bengal but any change cannot be
drastic and immediate since he
will remain around and his is a
party on Iideological line where
personality does count but not
excessively. A faction of the Con-
gress is Keen to forge alliance with
“Trinamul” for ousting the Left
front from power in the next polls
in the state since both feel it will
be naive to think that the ruling
Front can be easily defeated. This
effort suffered setback before but
now may receive some impetus
with Basu being no longer in
charge of the government. The
federal government headed by
prime minister Vajpayee is also
likely to be buoyed by the absence
of Basu in West Bengal affairs
despite his willingness to con-
tnue to work for the party. But
both the wishes may turn sour
since Basu left at a stage when
the leftists in the most powerful of
their bastions in India (West
Bengal) are unlikely to succumb
so easily,
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