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French preview

- Monaco focus
on home front

PARIS, Nov 10: A week ol
mixed fortunes in the Champi-
ons League means it's back to
the European drawing board for
French champions Monaco as
Lvon join Paris St Germain in
the second round of the com-
petition, reports AFP.

That could prove a blessing
in disguise for the stricken Mo-
negasques who. sitting 11th in
the league. have been handed
an opportunity to concentrate
on retaining thelr league title.

Surly  forward Marco Si-
mone. who complained nid-
week of a lack of motivation in
the Principality side, may yet be
consoled by the fact that, as

vel. no dominani leader has
emerged.
Only six points  separate

surprise league leaders Sedan

from 10th-placed Lyvon. and
withh some of the less well-
known teams such as Gu-

ingamp. Bastia and Lille con-
vincingly holding their own. the
race has really only begun

That does not mean that title
[avourites Paris St Germain.,
sitting second. will be slamming
on the brakes in 'heir attempt
fo win back the t¢; spot as they
play host to fellow Champions
League contenders Lyon.

A win would give Philippe
who have suf-

Bergeroo's side,
fered two back-to-back league
defeats, a much-needed boos

It would also help to soothe
the wounded €20 ol star striker
Nicholas Anelka. who midweek
complained openly about Ber-
ECroo s tactics:

‘When von look at it. our
problem midfield is not new. We
don't have a plavinaker and
with only one defensive mid-
fielder in Pete (Luccin), it's im-
possible

Anelka. however. is out of
action for a week after picking

up a thigh strain against
Champions League opponents

Helsingborgs of Sweden

Paris SG's Brazilian hit man,
Christian, will return after an
abdomen injury. as will the now
fully-recovered trio of Stephane
Dalmat (right ankle). Bernard
Mendy (tendinitis! and Lurent
Leroy (right ankle)

PRAGULE., Nov 10:

Euglnnd [nr_wnrtl
Michael Owen
lound the net

within 20 seconds

of coming on as a substitute to
ensure Liverpool's UEFA Cup
survival against Czech Republic
side Slovan Liberec Thursday
night, reports AFP.

Antield chief Gerard Houlller
described Owen's great strike
with his first touch after coming
on with just nine minutes left
as “one of my very happlest
substitutions.”

Liverpool had to battle for
their lives In Bohemia, losing
their first leg lead early on and
finally running out 3-2 winners
- 4-2 on aggregale - thanks to
goals from England stars Nick

Barmby. Emile Heskey and
Owen. 2 >
Houllier said of Owen: "It

was an excellent. clinical finish.
When one of vour substitutes
scores within 20 seconds of
coming on, it's a very happy
substitution from my point of
view.”

The Frenchman also recalled
how Owen has done shuilar
things for England: "I remember
him doing just that when he
came on against Belgium. and
of course he did the same 1O
France, but I'm trying to lorgel
that one!

"Substitutions are very im-
portant in this sort of game,
they can win vou the match

and change the balance of the

game. and that's what Michael
did

"He has been  recovering
from the head injury he got at
Derby for the last three weeks.,

and he's only been back in
normal training since Monday
‘I didn't teel he was quite

ready to start the match, but he
made a preltv impressive im-
pact when he did get on.”

Houllier accepted that Liver-
pool didn't play to their full
potential. and said: "Some ol
our players did not reach the
levels | want from them.

"But you always know Euro-

pean ties are gomg to be real
fights. Slovan defended heroi-
callv. we should have done

better with the chances we had.
but Slovan gave us a very difh-
cult game

"They did the same at An-

'Owen lifts Liverpool

field, they defend so well and
we took a long tme to break
them down, But we are through
and ' happy with that.

"We had the worst possible
start, losing our lead from the
first leg. but we got level very
quickly and finally managed to
claim the goals to end their
battle ¥

"All the goals came from my

England playvers. and  that
makes e very proud te say
that.”

UEFA CUP 3" ROUND
LINEUP

Teams that have qualified for
the 3rd round of the UEFA Cup,
the draw for which will be made
Friday in Geneva:-

Qualified from European
Champions Cup

Bayer

Leverkusen (CGrer),

i —

Liverpoc

Heskey (R) bursting past Petr
Johana of Slovan Liberec during their UEFA Cup second
round second leg match on November 9,

Hamburg (Ger), Glasgow Rang-
ers  (Sco),  Barcelona  (Spa),
Olvinpiakos  (Gre). Rosenborg
(Norl, PSV Eindhoven (Ned),
Donetsk (Ukr),

Qualified from UEFA Cup

2nd round
860 Munich (Ger), Hertha

Berlin (Ger). Werder Bremen
lGer), Stuttgart (Ger), Kaiser-
slautern (Ger), " FC = Brugge

(el NK Osljek (Cro), Liverpool

(Engl. Espanyol (Spa), Rayo
Vallecano (Spa), Alaves Vitoria
(Spa), Celta Vigo (Spa). Bor-

deaux (Fra), Nantes (Fra). AEK
Athcenes (Gre), PAOK Salonika
(Gire), Inter Milan (Ita), AS Roma
Utal. Parma (Ita), FC Porto (Por).
Fevenoord  (Ned), * Lokomotiv
Moscow (Rus), Lausanne 1Swi),
sSlavia Prague (Cze),
-

~ AFP photo

But despite the welcome re-
turns. Paris should be wary of a
Lvon side currently riding a
wave ol euphoria after reaching
the second round of the Cham-
pions League for the first time

And. with ex-Auxerre for-
ward Steve Marlet currently
showing signs of maturity in
front of goal alongside Brazilia
Sonny Anderson. Jaeques San-
tini's side have the wools to 1ake
all three points at the Parc des
Princes

The Sedan-Marseille . en-
counter was always going to be
a thriller, given that Marseille
sports manager Eric Di Meco
was sacked last Saturday, fol-
lowing in the [ootsteps of presi-
dent Yves Marchand. who re-
signed only days earlier.

A Marseille defeat could seal
the fale of a third member of
stafi. Brazilian coach Abel
Braga. who was onlv persuaded
to stay at the club after crunch
talks with Marseille chief Robert
Louis-Dreyius on Thursday.

[n the French press Braga
had initially signalled his in-
tention to resign following in-
tervention in team affairs from
the notoriously vociferous Mar-
seiile backrooin staff.

A win for Sedan would rein-
force their placing, which until
now has largely been deserved
with some .fine. attacking per-

formmances, and goals aplenty
from Belgian signing Tony
Brogno

Third-placed Bordeaux
would have been looking for-
ward to taking three home
points against lowly Strasbourg,
but that match could be post-
poned as Claude Le Roy's side,
sitting 17th, have two Key play-
ers picked for a France B away
mateh to Bosnia

That situation is also com-
plicated by the f{act that re-
cently-signed Paraguvan inter-
national goalkeeper Jose Luis
Chilavert is still sitting out a
two-match ban

Handed out while playing for
[ormer Argentine side Velez
Sarsfield, after an appeal Bor-
deaux are waiting on a positive
response from the Argentine
federation,

Likewise, the Bastia-Nantes
match, due to be plaved on
Saturday, has been postponed
until Monday night.

The Corsicans sit on equal
points with Nantes and after a
brief spell on top of the league,
will be looking to pull ahead at
their traditional stronghold of
the Anmand-Cesari stadium.

Current French champions
Monaco crashed out of all
European competition on Tues-
day and must find motvation
for what should prove a difficult
Friday night encounter away 1o

Saint Etienne, sitting in 15th
place.
With domestic endeavours

now a more realistic pursuit,
Monaco can now begin to forget
the internal squabbling in a
team which has the talent, but
somewhat less cohesion, to
challenge for the title.

Saturday's remaining league
ixtures are  Metz-Guingamp,
Lille-Anxerre, Rennes-Toulouse
Atil Troves-Lens.

Gaibandha soccer
From Our Correspondent

GAIBANDHA. Nov 10: The
Senior Division Football League

begins a1 the local stadiun
tomorrow under the arrange-
ments ol Gaibandha Distried

Sparts Association,

Eight teams — Natun Bangle
KC, Azad SC., Jhanker KC,
Bridge Road SC. Nabarun KO
UNO  Club. Rauater SC  and
Eleven Star Club — are 1aking

Serie A preview

All roa

MILAN. Nov 10:
[Idinese mayv lead
Serie A but the
law” of 'the jungle
dictates that two
of the biggest
of the [talian First Divi-
siorn alling giants Juventus
and defending champions Lazio
- take centre stage in this week-
end's programne when they
clash at the Stadio delle Alpi on
Saturday, reports AFP
Juventus coach Carlo Ance-
lotti is one of three coaches -
Napoli's Zdenek Zeman and
Fiorentina’'s Fatih Terim are the
others - who know their futures
may hinge on this weekend's
results

heasts

At home Juve and Lazio are
both just off the pace, three
points behind the minnows

from the Friuli region in fourth
and fifth place respectively.

But domestic success is all
that can help Ancelotti now who
along with his plavers will not
need to dig his passport out of
the draw for some time now.

The Turin club will be de-
termined to put their midweek

European nightmare behind
them after a 3-1 setback in
Athens at the hands of

Panathinaikos ensured they will
not onlvy not compete in the
Champions League but also the
UEFA Cup

Lazio. meanwhile, are
showing no sign of being dis-
turbed by the impending de-
parture ol their coach Sven
(zoran Eriksson and il anything
have returned to lorm since the
Swede revealed he was Eng-
land-bound.

Meanwhile, Udinese travel to
Parmia Sunday evening deter-
mined 1o continue the unbeaten
run that has seen them take a
surprisv early lead in the Italian
First Division

But the side from the north-
east of Italy near the Slovenian
border know that only a victory
against the resurgent Parma is

likely to be good enough to en-
sure they still hold pole position
after the weekend.

AS Roma lead a posse of four

clubs  that are within three
points of Udinese - in Roma's
case the gap is a single point -
and with a relatively easy home
game against Reggina for the
capital side Udinese know that
only a win is likelv to see them
stay at the summit.
., Parma have suddenly hit
form after a poor start to the
season and consecutive victo-
rics over AC Milan and Bari
have put Alberto Malesani's
men in good heart with Cam-
eroonian Patrick Mboma scor-
ing all three goals in those two
matches.

But Udinese have already
turned over Inter Milan and
Juventus on their march to the
summit and will not [fear
Parma

It will be an interesting re-
turn to the Stadio Ennio Tardini
for Udinese playmaker Stefano
Fiore who has become a main-
stay ol the [talian international
team since Parma showed him

the exit door and Udinese
picked him up.
Roma. meanwhile, are un-

doubtedly the flair team of the
season so far - hardly surpris-
ing with the likes of Gabriel
Batistuta, Francesco Totti and
Cafu on their books

But Batistuta believes their
most recent 4-2 win at Brescia
illustrates the club have steel
as well as style

“The truth is that if we want
to stay in the running with the
teams that are contenders for
the Scudetto  (Championship)
we must play the way we did
alter the interval.

In the second half we played
well, determined, we were
nasty.” said the Argentinian.

Apart from Udinese the only
other nunbeaten team in Serie A
are the equally unfashionable
Bergamo side Atalanta, who
host Brescia on Saturday.

s lead to Turin

Bottorn club Napoli, mean-
while, visit Perugia with their
Czech coach Zeman considered
to be lucky to be still in a job
after one point in five games.

The media wvultures, their
appetites whetted by apparently
damning remarks made by Na-
poli board members on Sunday
night after the 2-1 defeat by
Vicenza, were circling over the
emergency boardroom Jneeting
called Monday but to most peo-
ple's surprise Zeman was given
a reprieve.

Vicenza are in fine fettle af-
ter ending their three-game
losing streak with two consecu-
tive wins and a home match
against Verona provides a
chance to continue in winning
VEIlIl.

AC Milan make the trip to
Bari while it is Inter Milan's
turn to play host at the San
Siro with Lecce the visitors.

Christian Vieri may play the
full 90 minutes in that match
alongside Turkish forward Ha-
Kan Sukur who is beginning to
settle to life in Italy.

Bologna host Fiorentina in a
match that many are billing as
the encounter that could herald
the departure of the Florence-
club’'s Turkish coach Fatih
Terim in the event of a victory
for the home side.

Terim bad a rollercoaster
day last Saturday which started
with him mending his fences
with club president Vittorio
Cecchi Gori who has slapped a
media ban on the Turk since
words were exchanged at the
start of the season.

FIXTURES

Saturday(14:00 GMT un-
less stated): Atalanta v Brescia,
Juventus v Lazio (19:30)

Sunday: Bari v AC Milan,
Bologna v Fiorentina. Inter Mi-
lan v Lecce, Perugia v Napoli,
AS Roma v Reggina, Vicenza v
Verona, Parma v Udinese

(19:30 GMT)
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Former German national soccer coach Berti Vogts (L) and present coach Rudi Voeller shake

hands at the BayArena Stadium on November 9 after it was declared that Voeller will stay in
charge of the German national side until the World Cup finale in 2002, Vogts meanwhile will
stepping for Voeller as Bayer Leverkusen coach.,
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Juve players
 feel the
wrath

TURIN. Italy. Nov 10{AFP);
Juventus players were given a
hot reception from supporters
at Turin airport Thursday fol-
lowing thelr elimination from
the European Champions Cup,
reports AFP,

Frrench  World Cup  star
Zinedine Zidane was a particu-
lar target for the lans as he
missed the Key match Wednes-
day against  Greek  side
Panathinaikos because of a five-
match suspension.

Zidane went over to remon-
strate with the supporters who
were hurling insults at hiim and
ended up in a shoving match
with them.

Uruguayvans Daniel Fonseca
and  Paolo  Montero  then
stepped foward 1o protect Zi-
dane and punches were thirown
before police moved in to re-
store order.

Juventus crashed onl of the
European Cup in losing 13 1p
Panathinaikos

[srael fricndl \
Portugal name
squad

LISBON, Nov 1OIAFP) 1oy
tugal coach Antonto Ol erra
named the following squad
Thursday _for the  (riendly
against Israel on Wednesday
November 15 at  Braga's
Primelro de Maio stadium:

SQUAD

Goalkeepers: Joaquim Silva
(Sporting Braga). Jorge Silva'
(Salgueiros Porto).

Defenders: Jorge Costa, Se-
cretario (FC Porto), Beto, Dimas

(Sporting Portugal), Fernando
Couto  (Lazio/lta), Fernando
Meira (Benfica). Cabral (Bele-
nenses Lisbon).

Midfielders: Rui (‘osta
(Fiorentina/Ita). Paulo Sousa
(Panathinaikos /Gre), Sergio
Conceicao (Parma/lta), Bino

(Sporting Portugal), Simao Sa-

brosa (FC  Barcelona/Spa)
Helder (Deportivo La
Coruna/Spa).

Forwards: Joao Pinto. 5Su

- Pinto (Sporting Portugal). Luis

Figo (Real Madrid/Spa), Pauleta
IBordeaux/Fra).

Rivaldo 1n search
of solace

BARCELONA, Nov
celona’'s Brazilian forward Ri-
valdo believes his side's exit
trom the Champions' League
means they will now have (o
win the UEFA Cup to_ensure
the season'does not end ‘in en-
barrassment. réports Renters.

Rivaldo scored six goals in
the opening phase of Europe s
top chub competition but couldl
not prevent Leeds United pip-

10: Bar-

ping them (o the runners-up
spot 1 Group H Behind A
Milan

The Catalans must now play
in the UEFA Cup and the World
and  European  Plaver-of-the-
all
out to win the tournament

‘We had so many hopes tor
the Champions League and i1 s
chithenlt 1o accept that we're ot
Che saad

It~ a big blow but the only
option now is to fight as hard as
possible lor the UEFA Cup

Il we po out of the UEFA
Cup it really will be a disaster.”

Barcelona, who have gone
out ar the first stage of the
Champions League in three ol
the past four seasons. were due
to lind ot later on Fridav who
therr opponems would be in the
third round of the UEFA Cup

Voller in charge
until 2002

LEN ERRUSEN CseFIIAnY .
Ny |t} Baver Leverhusen
coach Rudh Voller contirmed at
conlerence . here on
Thursday that he will stay on as
coach of the German national
side until the 2002 World €Cup
hials i lapan and South Ko-
rea. reports AFP

cl i”t"\‘u

Al the same conlerenoe \ ol-
ler alsa said that Ilns current
reign as coach ol the Gernman

cied atter
Against

siclee wall
e

Buncleslice
Sundan s
Frankinri

Voller who hands the rems
of Leverkosen oner 1o larmer
Coorman atianal coach  Berti
Vogts will however remain a
-,|:~n|1u thirector  al Leverkusen
1l IIJ.II Oy e |l CXPIres in
200005

The solunon s absohuntely
perfect and I hope (o have as
el sucoess as 1 have had
beltore, sand Yaoller, who i s
new post willl contimae o he
assisted by tormer Dornmund

coach Michacl SKkibhhe

Voler was mdtially handed a
temporary . hnel  as  natoual
coach  alter Germeany s dismal
cdisplaov: e the 2000 European
chanponshiips m Belgnom and
the Netherlands o June  and
July

A tesperate German Football
Federaton (DEFB) after much
sontl searchimg. then lound the
man ey hoped would remedy
the makuse - Baver Leverkusen
coach ¢ hinstophe Daam,

Buat mstead of anearthing a
gent ol o coach who would take
them convimcingly to the world
showpicce 1 two  vears' time,
revelations aboot Daum's drug
habits lorced the bottom ont ol
their plans.

Damn. due 1o take ap his
permtanent  national  coaching
post in June 2001, rested posi- |
tive lor cocaine alter specula-
tion In the German press lorced
him to prove his detraclors
wrong by volunteering a hair
sample to a laboratory. '

He then took refuge in the
L'nited States at the behest of
Leverkusen's management.
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third-placed Kaiserslautern last
weekend,
backs
only four points from their last
Iive league matches.

English  Premier-
- ship outfit Leeds

- United once again
[CHAMPIONS (jroyy  the short

LEACUE "
=S straw Friday as
they look

to continue their
backs-1o-the-wall Champlons
League  adventure into  the
knockout phase, reports AFP,

The draw here for the second
phase of Europe's biggest elub
competition once again left
them with a mountain to climb
after a very difficult assignment
in the first phase

Having emerged from a pool
including AC Milan of Italy and
Barcelona of Spain, David
O'Leary's young and Injury-hit
squad will have to do it the
hard way again if they are to

make it beyvond the second
phase.
Holders Real Madrid, de-

fending Italian champions Lazio
and Belginm's Anderlechit now
provide  another  formidable
bbstacle in Group D for the side

from northern Englaid.

Two-thimes nners  Man-

GENEVA. Nov 10(AFP): Draw
for second phase of European
Champions League held here
Friday:

GROUP A

Valencia (Spa)

Sturm Graz (Aut)
Maunchester United (Eng)
Panathinaikos (Gre)
GROUP B

AC Milan (Ita)

Deportivo La Coruna (Spa)
Parls St Germain (Fra)
Galatasaray (Tur) ,
GROUP C

Bavern Munich (Ger)
Arsenal (Eng)

Spartak Moscow (Rus)
Lvon (Fra)

GROUP D

Real Madrid (Spa)
Anderlecht (Bel)

Lazio (Ita)

Lrl.:r::ds United (Eng)

chester United fared better with

& draw that puts them in Group .
A alongside  Austria’s Sturm
Graz. Panathinaikos of Greece
:’lllh last E?asun’a nmnners-up
alencia  of  Spain erhaps
Unggi';i‘!g toi;:ulanlew i
lan's reward for edging
Leeds to win their first pl'iﬂaaeg' g
£

e

up is a Pool B contaiing
JEFA Cup holders Galatasaray
of Tarkey - seen by m as B
outside contenders 10 win the
continent’'s  premier Compet;-
tion. Spanish champions De.
portivo la Coruna and French
nnt‘{‘ill Pa{is' St Germain.
; ic third English side Arse.
nal are drawn iEthl C along-
side  Bayern Munich of Ger.
many, Spartak Moscow of Rys-

Sla and another French side
Lyon. '

Bavern vice-president Karl.

Premiership preview

LONDON, Nov 10:
Fresh from Euro-
pean success in
Italy, Leeds travel
to west London to
[ace bitter rivals
Chelsea at Stamford Bridge on
sunday  looking for valuable
points to close the gap on the
Premiership pace-setters, re-
ports AFP.

David O'Leary's depleted
squad took their weary limbs to
the San Siro Wednesday and
held Serie A giants AC Milan to
a l-1 draw - a result which
ensured the Yorkshire club
advanced to the second phase
of the Champions League.

The bad blood between
lLeeds and Chelsea stems from
their meeting in the 1970 FA
Cup final. A thrilling 2-2 draw,
he first final in the competi-
tion's history to go to a replay -
was a physical bone-crunching
encounter, with several players
settling scores behind the refe-
riee'’s back.

The latest chapter in' a 30-
year fued came last season
when Chelsea’s French de-
fender Frank Leboeuf was sent
off for stamping on Australian
striker Harry Kewell. Leeds
went on to win the mateh 2-0
and effectively ended the Lon-
doner's championship hopes.

Leeds currently lie eighth in
the table, nine points behind
leaders Manchester United hut
with a game in hand. while
Chelsea are three places below
the Elland Road outfit with two

points less,

Claudio Ranieri's foreign le-
lon, therefore, can leapfrog
eeds should they take all three

points although they will have
their work cut out against a
side buoyant after their Euro-
pean exploits.

Beleagured Middlesbrough
manager Bryan Robson takes
his struggling side to Old Traf-
ford to face leaders Manchester
United Saturday. hoping to end
a miserable run which has seen
them take just 10 points from a
possible 36.

Wurryin{:l},' for Robson.
United. with 27 points from 12
games. are formidable on home

soil.
The reigning champions,
who like Leeds and Arsenal

booked their place in the last
16 of the Champions League on
Wednesday night, have Scored
22 goals at home on the way to
taking 16 Premiership points
out of a possible 18 at the
Theatre of Dreams’.

But Middlesbrough can take
heart from the fighting spirit
they showed in last Saturday's
1-0 home defeat to Arsenal in
which they were forced to play
most of the match with 10 men
following - goalkeeper  Mark
Crossley's dismissal.

The North East club, who
have vet to win at home this
campaign. fare better on the
road with their two victories
this, season  picked up. away
from the Riverside Stadium, |

Second-placed Arsenal. be-
hind United on goal difference,

Heinz  Rumment said: "]

think we can be happy. It's a

difticult group but " a  group

where we have a chance fto
5 | (ualify.”

Leeds' test at Stamford Bridge

host bottom club Derby., wﬂh-v % f
out a win and rooted 1o the |
basement with just six points.

Despite thelr lowly position,
Jim Smith's men will be en-
‘couraged by their 0-0 draw
against West Ham on Monday -
their lirst clean sheet in the
league this season.

Leicester, in third, take on
sixth-placed Newcastle at Fil-
bert Street., who will look to
evergreen striker Alan Shearer
to breach the Premiership's
tightest defence.

Peter Tavior's side have con-
ceded just seven goals i 12
games making theéem the sur-
prise package under the guid-
ance ol the caretaker England
manager.

Tayvlor will put his elub
commitments to one side after
Saturday's match to focus on
Wednesday's international
(riendly against Italy in Turin.

The former England under-
21 boss will make way next
summer when new coach Sven
Goran Eriksson arrives from
Italy to take the helin.

FIXTURES
Saturday (kick-off
1500GMT unless stated): Ar-
senal v Derby. Aston Villa v
Tottenham, Bradford v Everton.
Ipswich v Charlton. Leicester v
Newcastle, Manchester United v
Middlesbrough. Sunderland v
Southampton, West Ham v
Manchester City !
- Sunday: “Chelsea “v) Leeds
(1600GMT). Liverpool v Coven-
trv

Bundesliga preview

BERLIN. Nov 10:
As Hertha Berlin
retain a slim two-
point grip on the
league,  Schalke
04, who showed
good form at the start of the
season. host the mateh of the
weekend - against German
champions Bayern Munich.
reports AFP,

Bavern are the only German
team still involved in the
Champions League, a fact they
will attempt to hammer home
on their visit to Gelsenkirchen
this Saturday.

They finished top of their

Champions League -Group F,

and despite recent elimination
from the second round of the
German Cup by lowly Magde-
burg. they returned to league

form last Saturday with a 6-2
thrashing of Borussia
mund.

Dort -

Schalke. who were beaten by
87th-minute goal against

their
with

certainly have
against the wali,

The excitement is not all

Schalke await Bayern adventure

concentrated in central Ger
manyv, however.
Hertha Berlin. who many

look upon as caretaker leaders
ol the Bundesliga, two points
ahead of Bayern, take the road
west Friday night to Borussia
Dortmund. currently sitting in
8th position on 16 points.

After last week's lesson in
football from Bavern, Dortmund
are looking to restore some
pride, an excercise which seems
all the more likely given that
Hertha Berlin have never regis-
tered victory there in their last
SEVEN outings.

Currently  sitting  third.
Kaiserslautern head to Frank-
luart. sitting ninth. on Sunday
with designs on extending their
stay at the top as challengers to
Berlin and Bavern.

Baver Leverkusen. miean-
while, who still hold on to
fourth place despite the club
being rocked by the recemn
Christophe Daunn cocaine
scandal. head to 13th-placed

Friburg for what should prove a

good opportunity to further
their league cause.

Confirmation on Thursday

that cwrrent coach. ex-
intermnational Rudi Voller., will
hand over the coaching reigns
16 lormer national coach Berti
Vogts. should not prove a brake
o Leverkusen's league aspira-
fions.

After accepting his appoint-
ment as national caoch until
the 2002 World Cup in South
Rorea and Japan. Voller will
remnain the sports director at
Leverkusen.

~ "The solution (to the chan
Ol team coaches) is absolutely
perfect and | hope to have the
sSame success as I've had be-
fore.”

Vogts, who takes up his post
on Monday after a two-year
coaching break from the game,
said:

I'm delighted at having the
Opportunity to work again after
a two vear break. We are going
to continue in the direction that
was set down by Christoph
Daum and Rudi Voller.”

Finally, sixth-placed Ham-
burg attempt to recover morale
from their Champions League
exit as they travel to Cologne.
sitting some way down the table
in 14th place.

[taly friendly

LONDON., Nov 10:
England's care-
taker coach Peter
Taylor on Thurs-
day named Man-
chester United's
David Beckham as captain for
Hext - week's  friendly  against
Italy. reports AFP.

Taylor gave in-coming coach
Sven-Goran Eriksson a vision of
the  future for Wednesday's
mateh in Turin by leaving out
velerans Tony Adams, Martin
Keown. Paul Ince and Dennis
Wise, &

Instead Taylor named a host
of emerging talents in the sen-
lor set-up including Everton s
Michael Ball, anchester
United's Wes Brown and Nicky
Butt. Derby's Seth Johnson.
West Ham's Frank Lampard
and Leeds duo Paul Robinson
and Alan Smith.

Indeed, there were just two
players aged over 30 in the 26-
man squad - Aston Villa duo
David James and Gareth
Southgate.

Taylor said ol his decision to
make Beckham captain: "The
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Beclkham gets Englan

squad is a vounger squad but |
looked at the plavers in it and |
think David Beckham is an
absolute cert to play and even
though he's only about 25 years
of age he's got a lot of experi-
ence.”

Asked what he hoped to get
out of the ltaly game, Taylor
said: "If there are two or three
successes that will be a plus for
us.

‘'l think we've got some very
good young players conung
through but you don't know
how pood they are until you
play them in games like this
and that's why I've picked this
squad.”

Tavlor said he had not yet
spoken  with newly-appointed
England coach Eriksson but
was relishing the prospect of
working with the Swede when
he takes charge.

‘I'm sure he's as busy with
his club (Lazio) as I'm busy with
Leicester City." said Taylor, "but
I'm sure we'll be speaking next
week and I'm looking forward to
working with him."

Tavlor  believes plnylng
/oungsters  in Turin - coul

nefit England in the long run.
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“It's worth sticking plavers in
who haven't had the experience
of big games.” he insisted. "If
they get something out of the
game it could help England for
the qualifiers that follow.”

SQUAD
Goalkeepers: Paul Robinson
(Leeds). David James (Aston

Villa), Richard Wright (Ipswieh)

Defenders: Gareth South-
gate [Aston Villa), Rio Ferdi-
nand (West Ham), Wes Brown
(Man Utd). Michael Ball (Ever-
ton). Gareth Barry (Aston Villal
Philip Neville (Man Utd). Gary
Neville (Man Utd).

Midfielders: Darren Ander-
ton [(Tottenham). Nick Barmby
(Liverpool). David Beckham
(Man Utd, capt), Nicky Buit °
(Man Utd), James Carnﬁher ¥
(Live 1), Kieron Dyer (New-
castle), Steven Gerrard (Liver-
pool), Seth Johnson (Derbyl.
Frank Lampard (West Ham),
Ray Parlour (Arsenal). Paul
Scholes (Man Utd) | d

Forwards: Robbie Fowler
(leerlnol}. Emile Heskey (Live

bf Kevin Phillips (Su

I:oo der-
land

Alan Smith (Leeds)

e, i

.-.'-I,I Sfay v o TN
# g e O T

]



