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A residential area eclipsed

By A S M Nurunnabi

Dhanmondl used to be a select residential area
before other residential areas like Gulshan,
Baridhara. Banani came into being. The character
of Dhanmondi Restdential Area as such has, how-
ever, changed rapidly over the past few years,
Within a decade of its existence, Dhanmondi began
to lose many of Its unique characteristics.

During the days of Dhanmondl's glorious past,
most of the houses in that area were single or dou-
ble-storied houses and looked spic and span with
large grassy lawns, verdant gardens and select
trees. It had a tranquil environment. That scenario
Is now a thing of the past only to be looked back at
with nostalgia.

The area, originally intended for residential
purposes, now appears to have turned into a

‘mainly commercial area with numerous schools,
clinics, fast food shops, banks, community centres
and other commercial establishments. Even a
pharmaceutical Industry is operating on a big
chunk of land in that area. During the last two
yvears, its commercial character has become more
prominent by the growth of big shopping malls,
proliferation of medical diagnostic centres, com-
puter training centres and related businesses and
also many government and NGO offices. On
account of these manifold commercial activities,
the area may well be described as Dhanmondi
commercial area

The former image of the place is now lost as low-
rise buildings has now been replaced with high-
rise apartment buildings with no symmetry with
surrounding structures, giving it the look ol a
concrete jungle

Dhanmondi has different looks at different times
of a day. During morning and afternoon, normal

life in the area becomes severely alfected by the
horrendous vehicular traffic as they converge on
the numerous schools every morning and after-
wards the same process is repeated In the after-
noon. The consequent tratfle jams which occur this
way is a regular feature of life in this area. The
existence of many community centres in the area
adds to the tribulations of {ts dwellers as invitees to
arious functons al such centres park their cars
on the roads outside creating traffic jam, The
numerous last lood shops, kabab and halim joints
become the centres of unruly behaviours of some
indisciplined young elements hurling obscenities
at female passers-by , which disturb the peace of
the neighbouring residents.

The Dhanmondi lake beautilication project Is
nearing completion. The beauty of the lake has
been enhanced in some respects with provision of
ceramic and concrele seating arrangements at
convenient spots along the banks. This, however,
provides questionable haunts for anti-social ele-
ments which tends Lo vitiate the environment,
particularly after the evening hours. Incidents of
mugging are frequent along the paths leading (o
the lake. Public utility services like water supply,
sewerage, electricity are facing increasing prob-
lems of proper management. The municipal dust-
bins adjoining the existing clinics overflow with
hospital wastes creating public health hazards.

The exclusive character ol the area as a residen-
tial zone has steadily eroded since independence
under heavy pressure of population growth and the
housing needs. This has given rise to a proliferation
of apartment complexes In the area. Simulta-
neously its commercial character is becoming
increasingly prominent, making it look more like a
commercial area.

' Poor maintenance

behind shabby
Biman Airbus

By Shehab Ahmed

The three Alrbus A-310 of Bangladesh Biman are frequently running
into trouble due to sloppy maintenance leading to huge spending and
constant bickering between pilots and engineers, sources sald.

L Is costing money In terms of malntenance at foreign alrports
where engineers and techniclans of other airlines have to be called in
and causing suflerings to passengers,” one source sald.

Citing three Incidents, two taking place in the last week and one In
the last month, they sald there were clear signs of sloppy maintenance
on which the alrcraft were released by the authorities.

The Incidents involved two of the newly-purchased Airbus alrcraft,
which joined Biman fleet In the middle of 1996. The other alrcraft,
manufactured In 1987, was inducted into the fleet from Singapore

Alrlines recently on dry lease.

The firsl incldent took place on way from London to Sylhet when the
aircraft suddenly suffered decompression in cabin pressure when
Oxygen masks automatically fell down, foreing the pilot to make an

emergency landing in Frankfurt.

It was taken back to London where the aircraft had to be fixed with
spares brought from Atlanta, USA, and a huge amount of money had to

be splashed out.

The passengers had to be cared for In hotel and dispatched back
home in groups on other flights, causing sufferings not only to them
but also Lo others who could not catch the flight.

"The bleed system of the alrcraft was found to be faulty that led to the
loss of air pressure in the cabin. It was put on HIL (Hold Item List) in
Dhaka belore the alrcrafl was cleared for onwards flight to London on
Oclober by the englineers,"” one source alleged.

HIL means that certain part Is in need of repair but could be put on

hold.

Another flight from London made an emergency landing at the Hun-
garian capital of Budapest earlier this month when its fuel pump sys-

tem malfunctioned.

"When an engineer was summoned from Sabena, the Belglan Alr-
lines, he was surprised to see that it was due to sheer negligence In
See page 11 col 3

ﬁ’rivate-public p
can boost Bangladesh
ICC secretary-general tells @he Baily Star

Maria Livanos Cattaul, Secre-
lary-General of International
Chamber of Commerce (ICC),
feels that a private-public part-
nership Is important to help
Bangladesh adapt modern mar-
keting methods and boost the
country's image.

It is Important for the Bangla-
desh to be present in all interna-
tional forums to volce its con-
cerns on global Issues rather
than being a bystander In Inter-
national trade matters, she
observed.

Talking to a select group of
Journalists yesterday, Cattaul
agreed that Bangladesh has an
altractive investment policy and
incentive regime.

"But what it now needs Is to
put these to practice. This would
require diminishing of unneces-
sary measures for doing busi-
ness in the country. For exam-
ple, bureaucracy Is a difficulty
here. It needs o make sure that
the judiclary Is updated and not
overloaded,"” she sald.

"But the most difficult invest-
ment barrier is probably Infra-
structure like (elecommunica-
tion, energy, power and port.”

The ICC is also working

Star Report

toward improving Bangladesh’'s
fmage and the ICC-UNCTAD
investment guide Is a step
toward that, Cattaui said.

It I1s a credible partner for the
United Nations, which repre-
sents all types of companlies. 5o,
this guide will reduce the infor-
mation gap that exists about
Bangladesh. For image Improve-
ment, both local businessmen

Mana L Cattau

artnérship

and the government have to
work together.

Regarding ICC’s rale in negoti-
ating cruclal issues In the WTO,
she sald her organisation has
been sisting that the WTO
implement all the agreements on
time.

"We have shown concerns
about the abusive use of antl-
dumping measures, not only by
the developed world, but also by
the developing countries. We are
also concerned at non-tariff
barriers,” Cattaul said.

“The developing countries
should not be afraild of a new
round of trade talks. Bul at the
same Ume, it Is absolutely
important for the South coun-
tries to gel themselves prepared
for the next round. But we have
lo be careful that what has
already been accomplished
should not be harmed.”

She strongly felt that issues
like human rights, labour stan-
dards and environment should
be kept out of the purview of
WTO and should be matters of
appropriate international
forums and organisations. This
will help reduce the burden of
WTO.

Different deal... vegetables vendors at a city market wait for customers yesterday. Recent floods in
<outh-western districts and untimely heavy shower across the country have seriously damaged early
winter vegetables leading to shortage of supply and high prices.

Floods, untimely rain push
vegetable price up

The recent [loods in south
western districts and untimely
heavy shower across the country
have seriously damaged early
winter vegetables, resulting in
shortage supplv and high
prices.

Olfficials of the Department of
Agricultural Extension (DAE)
said production target of winter
vegelables this year was fixed at
65 lakh tons in 3.25 lakh hect-
ares ol land |

ol

They, however, {ailed to give
LEVEKR
Lever Brothers supports

the polic eradication program
in Bangladesh

if one

child is

left out from
immunization,
would you
want it to be
yours...”

National Immunization Day
1% Round on 15 November, 2000

By Raziur Rahman

any estimate of damage of vegeta-
bles due to the floods.

According to a government
estimate, the loss in agriculture
sector in the 16 flood hit districts
stood al Tk 578.76 crore.

The 16 districts, mostly in
south-western region of the coun-
try, remained flood affected for
about a month since late Septem-
ber. Vegetables cultivated lor
supply in the early winter were
completely damaged in the floods,
officials pointed out.

-- Star photo

Besides, heavy shower across
the country due to a depression in
the Bay of Bengal in the last week
of October damaged vegetables,

While visiting a number mar-
kets in the city yesterday, it was
found that vegetables including
bean. cauliflower and cabbage
were selling at prices much
higher than that in the previous
years. Traders altributed this to
inadequate supply.

A wholesale tomato trader In a

See page 11 col 8

9 Indian trawlers with
105 fishermen detained

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA. Nov 10: Members of

| the Task Force. of Bangladesh

Navy detained 105 Indlan fisher-
men and seized nine trawllers for
Illegal fishing near fairway bouya
of Bay of Bengal during the lasl
H'-.'Hll‘i;.i}'_‘-..

The fishermen were handed
over to Mongla thana on Thursday
night and sent Lo Bagerhal dis-
trict Jail today.

A case was recorded with
Mongla thana in this connection.

According to police, navy ship,
BNS Shaheed Farid chased the
Indian [fishing trawlers on

Barisal Medical
College students

continue agitation

From Staff Correspondent

BARISAL, Nov 10: Students at
the Barisal Sher-e-Bangla Medl-
cal College continued thelr agita-
tion for the 12th day today
demanding Immediate appoint-
ment of teachers to the vacant
posts.

The ruling party-backed BCL
activists brought out a proces-
sion and ransacked 12 rooms
reportedly belonging to Chhatra

See page 11 col 2

November 8 and 9 and detained 9
trawlers along with 105 fisher-
men most of whom hail from the
district of 24 Parganas of West
Bengal.

The seized Indian trawlers now
in the custody of Navy at Digraj
have been Identified as
Sabyashachi, Ma Kall, Luxmi
Narayan, Maer Daan, Babaar
Ashirbad, Rahmania-1, Ma-Ujali,
Rahmania-2 and Ma Mongol
Chandl.

Mongla thana police said this Is
the highest number of Indians
detlained at a time since liberation.

Boral murder:
Another held

BAGERHAT, Nov 10: Another
suspeclt was arrested at
Barobaria village in Chitalmari
upazila early today in connection
with the killing of Awaml League
leader Kalldas Boral, reports
UNB.

He was Identified as Quamrul
Sheikh, 24, of the same village.
Quamrul Is number 21 among
those accused in the case.

Acting on a Lp-oll, police
ralded the house of Quamrul's
elder sister at about Sam and
arrested him.

Anti-viral therapy
can cure
liver cirrhosis

By Staff Correspondent

Researches have showmn that
liver cirrhosis can be successfully
treated with anti-viral therapy
and patients with even an
advanced stage of the disease
may not require transplantation
any more.

Tests carried out for two years
with a five-year follow-up study in
USA showed that after two years
of Lamivudine treatment (re-
moval of small portion of tissue),
biopsy of liver from 128 out of a
fotal of 236 chronic hepatitis B
patients showed significant
improvements.

The results of the study were
disclosed at a seminar on
'Lamivudine therapy in Chronic
Hepalitis B' at Dhaka Sheraton
Hotel yesterday. The seminar was
organised by Association for the
Study of the Liver sponsored by
GlaxoWellcome, Bangladesh.

The tests demonstrated a
withdrawal in cirrhosis (severe
scarring of the liver) in 64 per cent
of patients with pre-existing
cirrhosis after two or more years
of treatment with Lamivudine.

Over the same period of treat-
ment, 51 per cent of patients also
experienced improvement in
bridging fibrosis (a precursor to
cirrhosis).

This indicate that extended
treatment with Lamivudine may
not only stop further damage
caused by the hepalitis B virus,
but also allows the body to regen-
erate healthy liver tissue and
repair preexisting damage.

Reduction in liver inflamma-

tion and improvement in liver
scarring was observed in 52 per
cent of patients with a variant
form of the hepatitis B virus.

Professor Eugene Schiff of
University of Miami, Florida, and
the malin researcher of the study
(he was not present at the semi-
nar) said, "Untll now advanced
fibrosis and cirrhosis were con-
sidered to be irreversible and we
had limited options to interrupt
the progression of liver disease
with many patients developing
liver failure and requiring liver
transplantation.”

He said the fact that treatment
with Lamivudine can improve the

conditions in many case signalsa f

significant breakthrough in our
management of chronic hepatitis
B.
Referring to the research find-
ings, Schiff also mentioned that
See page 11 col 8 >

144 gold bars
seized at ZIA

The airport customs officials
seized 144 gold bars worth Tk
93,60,000 from an incoming
flight of Bangladesh Biman-BG-
030-from Dubal yesterday morn-
ing, a customs press release of
Zia International Airport said.
reports BSS.

The gold bars, each weighing
10 tolas and tightly wrapped with
a black cloth, were concealed into
the ceiling of the toilet.

Tyrannical tourism

An AFP photo taken on September 27 this year shows a giant !
Galapagos turtle walking through the Charles Darwin Sta- |
tion in Ayora Port in the Galapagos Archipelago. The
Galapagos, which total 7,964 square kilometres, has seen a
700 per cent increase in tourism over the last 20 years, and
conservationists are calling for restrictions for the number of
tourists to the archipelago. British evolutionist Charles Dar-
win spent five weeks in the Galapagos in 1835, 24 years before
he wrote The Evolution of the Species.
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Ghulam Azam's exit, an

opposition ploy?

AL braces for a 'moderate' and more acceptable Jamaat

Ghulam Azam's exit from the
lopmost office of the rightist
Jamaat-e-Islami is forcing the
ruling Awami League to redefine
its strategy on the BNP-led oppo-
sition alliance, prior to the 2001
general elections.

The AL leadership Is now con-
vinced that Azam's retirement as
Jamaat Ameer (party chief) is part
of the 'opposition strategy’, and
not merely the result of growing
dissatisfaction within the party
ranks over his fraying 'leadership
charisma.’

"Ghulam Azam's departure
would make Jamaat more accept-
able within the four-party opposi-

By Reaz Ahmad

tion fold. This development would
appease politicians having strong
pro-liberation sentiments within
the BNP," explained a minister
and a central AL leader recently.

The Ghulam Azam issue fig-
ured prominently at an AL meet-
ing Monday night, with the Prime
Minister and AL president Sheikh
Hasina in the chair.

Now. AL strongly believes that
it may face a relatively moderate
Jamaat without Ghulam Azam'
when the party chooses a new
Ameer soon.

One source, however, said that
AL was banking on the prospect
of Jamaat's 'second-in-command'

Motiur Rahman Nizami becoming
the new chief.

“In that case, we would remind
the electorate that Ghulam Azam
is not the lone war-criminal
within Jamaat. There are many
proofs of Nizami's controversial
role in War ol Liberation too,” he
said.

“We should not be complacent
about Azam's departure,” cau-
tioned one minister at a central
working commiltee meeling
recently.

At the same meeting, Sheikh
Hasina expressed satislaction at
successful holding of a series of '
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revolution ?

So don't think twice.
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just walk in or call us .
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Hse. 60/C (1st fir) Rd. 16 (new) 27 (old)
Dhanmondi Dhaka (next to Donalia)

Hse. NW (A)-4/1 Rd. 69, Gulshan-2 Dhaka
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We are the first IT school in Bangladesh
to begin this revelution for KIDS of 4-16 yrs - to highest British Standards.

Give them the power YOU never had.......The power of
Computer Education. Let your kid be another Bill Gates,

Show your child the GATEWAY to the future.

ﬂﬂ UOII |(II(IW that America and the western world

are searching for IT programmers all over the world?

Ilﬂ \mll I(II(IW that India's two richest men made

their fortune from software export ?

DO YOuU KNOW :that in Bangladesh for only Tk.950

a month You and YOUR CHILD can be a part of this IT
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