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55 pc women

vote for
Gore: Exit poll

LOS ANGELES, Nov 10: The
much talked-about gender gap is
still a reality in US politics,
according to an exit polls released
Thursday, reports AFP.

Women preferred Vice Presi-
dent Al Gore by a margin of 55 per
cent to 43 per cent, while men
opted for Republican George W
Bush by 54 per cent to 43 per
to the national
poll by the Los Angeles Times.

The gap among single women
was even larger, at 66 per cent for
the Democrat to 30 per cent for
Bush. However, married women
were equally divided, splitting at
49 per cent, the poll found.

Single men also preferred Gore
by 48 per cent to 45 per cent,
while married men supported
Bush by 58 to 40 per cent.

The entire poll had a three per
cent margin of error, though
subgroups might have a “"some-
what higher” margin of error, the
newspaper said.

In other findings, African Amer-
icans traditionally strong Demo-
crats voted overwhelmingly for
the vice president, giving him 90
per cent of their votes.

Nine per cent of black volers
who are nine per cent of the entire
electorate supported Bush, the
poll said.

Latinos seven per cent of all
volers backed Gore over Bush by
61 per cent to 38 per cent, and
Asian Americans (two per cent of
volers) voted 62 to 37 per cent in
favour of the vice president.

Whites, who are 80 per cent of
all voters, favoured Bush 54 to 43
per cent.

Voters under 30 supported
Gore by 54 to 41 per cent. while
those 65 or older split the other
way, 52 to 46 per cent for Bush.
despite the vice president's attack
on Republican plans for social
security.

Taiwan lifts ban
on Chinese
Journalists

TAIPEL Nov 10: Taiwan today
lifted a half-century ban on the
Chinese media, allowing main-
land reporters entry to the island
on a monthly rotation basis,
government officials here said,
reports AFP.

Chinese journalists could be
posted to Taiwan on a case-by-
case approval basis, said Lee
Cher-jean, deputy director of the
Government Information Office.

Taiwan and China, split in
1949 at the end of a civil war, are
still technically at war despite the
commencement of civil contact in
late 1987.

Beljing has permitted Taiwan-
€se reporters to work on the main-
land for a few months at a time,
while Taipel has granted coverage
by Chinese journalists of selected
evenis.

“The relaxation is one step
forward toward the goal of allow-
ing long-term station by reporters
in each other’s place,” said Chen
Ming-tung, vice chairman of the
cabinet-level Mainland Affairs
Council which charts Talwan's
mainland policies.

"By staying longer in Talwan,
mainland reporters will have
more contacts and deeper obser-
vation of the society here and
conduct in-depth and objective
coverage which will help better
understanding about Taiwan,”
Lee said.

Three reporters and officials
from the Hong Kong and Macau
bureaus of China's Xinhua news
agency would be the first Chinese
journalists to be stationed - in
Talwan, the China Times Express
here said.

More than 6,236 mainland
media personnel have visited the
island in the last ten years, but
only some 300 were permitted (o
work as reporters.
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to Afghan refugees

ISLAMABAD, Nov 10: Left largely alone o clothe
and feed one of the world's largest refugee popula-
tions, Pakistan today said "'no more” and close Its
borders with neighbouring Afghanistan, reports Al

The decision came after a monthlong deluge that
saw 30,000 new refugees cross Into Pakistan, swell-
ing the Alghan refugee population here to more than
2.1 million.

The latest refugee exodus is being blamed on a
devastating three-year drought and a bitter and
protracted civil war that pits Alghanistan’'s Taliban
rulers, who control 95 per cent of the country,
against a northern-based opposition, which rules
the remaining 5 per cent.

Tens of thousands more refugees were expected
to try to cross Into Pakistan during the bitter winter
months ahead, sald Hasim Utkan, Pakistani repre-
sentative of the United Nations High Commissioner
for Refugees, or UNHCR.

tion Is bad and we are (rying improve the condltions
of our own people, We just can't handle any more
refugees. We don’'t have the money or the resources.”

Pakistan a country of 140 million, mostly poor,

ple has been single-handedly housing and
Fc‘::lmg the 2.1 milllon Afghan refugees living here
since 1995, when the UN stopped its food and hous-
ing ald.

Some of the relugees date back to the 1980s Inva-
sfon by the former Soviet Unlon, when an estimated
5 million refugees fled to Pakistan. Other refugees
came alter the 1992 takeover of Afghanistan by
Western-backed Islamic groups, who Immediately
turned their guns on each other, killing an esti-
mated 50,000 people and destroying much ol the
Afghan capital, Kabul.

Peace came to Kabul and much of Alghanistan in
1996 when the hard-line Taliban took power. Since
then, fighting has been largely restricted to pockets

Pakistani officials say they simply could not han-

dle the influx.

"We have no choice.” sald Abdullah Jan, an ofli-
in Pakistan's Northwest Frontier Province,
which borders Afghanistan, "Our economic situa-

cial

of northern Afghanistan.

Last month, the UNHCR received an emergency

dirs 960,000 (o house Lhe latest iInflux, but when it
runs out, Pakistan will again be left alone to find
food for the refugees, Utkan said.

Clinton, Barak to discuss
UN peace force: Arafat

Fatah movement leader killed

WASHINGTON, Nov 10: Pales-
tinfan President Yasser Aralat
sald on Thursday that US Presli-
dent Bill Clinton would bring up a
proposal to deploy a UN force on
the Weslt Bank when he meets on
Sunday with Israeli Prime Minis-
ter Ehud Barak, reports Reuters.

"He said he will discuss it with
the other party.” Aralat told the
Council on Foreign Relations In
Washington after talks with
Clinton and US Secretary of State
Madeleine Albright.

Clinton saild on Monday that
the idea of a UN peace force was
not feasible because of Israeli
opposition. White House spokes-
man PJ Crowley said on Thurs-
day that Washington had not
changed its view that the pro-
posal was not viable.

But the United States, in the
face of Palestinian insistence and
Arab suppo
talk about the idea as a way of
ending six weeks of Israeli-
Palestinian violence in which at
least 190 people have been Killed.

And State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher said on

' Thursday that it was unlikely

rt, has not refused to

that the plan would be imple-
mented in the near future. "We
don't believe this is the time for
new UN initiatives. We don't think
that's where the solution lies,” he
sadd.

Crowley, of the National Secu-
rity Council. added: "To spend too
much time on it right now simply
diverts us then from bringing the
violence under control and
resuming a political process. It
can't be done unless both parties
want it done.”

The proposal will come up at
the UN Security Council In New
York on Friday, when Aralat is
expected to appeal for UN protec-
tion for the Palestinians.

The Palestinians are asking for
a 2,000-strong UN lorce as a
buffer between Israeli forces and
the Palestinian population in the
West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Clinton and Aralat met at the
White House under the shadow of
an lIsraeli attack on a leading
member of Arafat's Fatah move-
ment, Hussein Abayat, whom
Israeli linked to several shooting
incidents in which Israelis have
been Kkilled.

An Israell helicopler on Thurs-
day attacked the vehicle in which
Abayalt was traveling, killing him
and two women bystanders near
the West Bank city of Bethlehem:.

The United States declined to
condemn the attacks but said the

incident did raise "serious
issues.”
Arafat sald the Kkilling,

described by Fatah as an assassi-
nation, was a "dangerous devel-
opment” which Israeli chief of
stafl Shaul Mofaz had presaged in
recent threats.

Lt-Gen. Mofaz sald on Sunday
that the Israeli army should
‘move to a level where our opera-
tions are more initialed and less
retaliatory.”

The United States invited
Arafat and Barak to Washington
after they lailed to carry out all
the commitments they made at a
summil with President Clinton at
the Egyptian Red Sea resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh on Oct 17.

The United States says the best
way o end the violence is to
implement those commitments,
which include appeals for calm
and troop redeployments,

International

Pakistan shuts border

"belonging
outfit were killed by army troops |

Cohen to visit
Middle East

WASHINGTON, Nov 10: US
Delence Secretary Willlarn Cohen
will visit nine Gulf and Middle
East states beginning next week,
his lirst trip to the area since the
suspected suleide bombing of a
US warship in Yemen, the Penta-
gon sald on Thursday, reports
Reuters.

Cohen Is scheduled to depart
on Tuesday on the 10-day trip to
Kuwalt, Bahrain, Oman, Qatar,
Saudl Arabla, the United Arab
Emirates, Jordan, Egypt and
Israel, the Defence Department
sald.

No detalls of the trip were
provided immediately, but there
was no Indication that Cohen

would go to Yemen. The brief
announcement saild he would
consult with defence counter-

parts and other senlor govern-
ment officlals In the nine coun:
tries and would visit US troops In
the area.

US forces in the Gulf have been
on high alert since a small boat
laden with explosives blew up
next to the American guided
missile destroyer USS Cole in
Aden harbour on Oct 12, ripping
a large hole In the vessel and
killing 17 sallors.

No charges have been filed In
connection with the blast, which
Is being Investigated by Yemenl
and US officials. Cohen sald on
Wednesday that investigators
were looking at anti-Western
guerilla groups, Including exiled
Saudl dissident Osama bin
Laden, bul that no blame had yet
been established for the blast.

Reports from Aden have said
Yemeni authoritles have arrested
a number of persons for question-
ing. The US Federal Bureau of
Investigation has been negotiat
Ing with Yemen lor a closer role in
questioning ol those arrested,
according to US officials.

Five killed
in Kashmir

JAMMU, Nov 10; Five militants
to Lashker-e-Toiba

in Surankote area of Poonch
district vesterday, defence
sources said last night, reports
PTI.

On specific information about

the presence of large number of
militants in the area, troops of

Rashtriya Rifles cordoned off the
area and launched a search oper-
alion, they said.

On Wednesday, elght militants
were among nine people killed in
three incidents in the Kashmir
valley, an official source said.

e

National Zoo elephant Ambika feasts on pumpkins on Thursday
during the annual pumpkin stomp at the National Zoo in
Washington, DC. Gorillas and orangutans at the National Zoo are
also expected to receive pumpkins.

--AFP photo

BRIEFLY |

11 schoolchildren buried alive:

At least 11 schoolchildren were believed to have been buried alive in

a landslide in the mountainous northern Philippines, police and
the civil defence office said Friday, reports AFP.
Erosion from two mountains in remote Cabugao-Apayao town in

Kalinga-Apayao province resulted in the landslide that destroved a
number of houses on Wednesday, leaving at least 11 schoolchildren
buried alive and three injured. Police said provineial officials and
local residents had launched a rescue operation for those missing.

Three killed in Assam: 1w nardeor

militants of the National Democratic Front of Bodoland and a
woman were Killed in separate incidents In Assam on Thursday,
official sources said, I'T] reports from Tezpur. "

A group of suspected Bodo militants attacked the house of a
hardcore NDFB militant at Gorokjuli village in Sonitpur district
Wednesday night while they were sleeping. The militant and his
wife were shot dead while the Ultras fled under the cover of dark-
ness to the nearby jungles, the sources said. In another Incident. a
hardcore NDFB militant was killed In an encounter with security

forces in Nalbari district.

| Tenders are invited from class I, 11, and I1] civil contractors

| enlisted with Dhaka WASA for repairing work of TB Gate

i Mohakhali Laboratory, DOHS-1 and DOHS No-2 pump

| house. The amount of the estimated money for the work is

| Taka 1,32,611/=. Tenders will be received on 27/11/2000 till
12-00 noon and will be opened the same day at 2-00 pm
before the tenderers or their representatives (if anyone
remains present). Schedule of tender will be available in the

| office of the Chief Accounts Officer of Dhaka WASA, WASA
Bhaban, 98, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue, Dhaka and all MODS
Zone offices of Dhaka WASA. Other details will be available
in the office of the undersigned.

| Address
Mohakhali TB Gate
Dhaka
WASA-P1-359 / 2000
DFP-26937-6/11
G-1987

PR SA5R (A4 T 418 ITee T4 TF I

Md Abdul Quadir
Executive Engineer
MODS Zone-5

Dhaka WASA

~against Estrada

MANILA, Nov 10: Philippine
President Joseph Estrada today
laced new corruption allegations
that he received 20 million dollar
kickback from the sale of the
country's largest telephone com-
pany and pocketed more than 16
million dollar from a controversial
stock sale, reports AP.

The Bankers Association of the
Philippines, meanwhile, - joined
more than a dozen other business
groups in calling for a speedy
resolution of a political crisis
triggered by earlier allegations by
a provincial governor (hat
Estrada received more than dirs
11 million from illegal gambling
payoffs and tobacco taxes.

Deogracias Vistan, a former
president of the bankers’ group,
said a prolonged crisis would
further weaken confidence in the
country's already shaky econ-
omy.

The peso fell to record low of
51.95 pesos per dollar last week
as confidence in Estrada’s leader-
ship deteriorated and calls for his
resignation escalated. Stocks are
trading near two-year lows.

In the new allegations against
the president, the former head of
the government's Securities and
Exchange Commission accused
Estrada of having received a 1
billion peso (20 million dollar)
kickback from the sale of a con
trolling stake in Phillppine Long
Distance Telephone Co. to Hong
Kong's Metro Pacific Corp.

Former SEC Chalirman
Perfecto Yasay also said Estrada
personally made more than 800
million pesos (16 million dollar)
from the sale of shares in BW
Resources, a gambling company
at the centre of a stock manipula
tion scandal,

Estrada pressured Yasay to
resign alter he accused the presi-

dent of attempting to influence
an SEC Investigation of a presi-
dential friend at the center of the
trading scandal, which rocked
Manila's stock market.

There was no immediate com-
ment from Estrada on Yasay's
allegations.

Estrada responded to the
earlier allegations for the first
time Thursday, acknowledging
that he had been offered 4 million
dollar bribe by the provincial
governor who has accused him of
receiving the gambling payoffs
and tobacco money. But Estrada
insisted he had rejected the
money.

21 rebels killed
in Philippines
MANILA, Nov 10: Government

forces killed 21 Muslim guerrillas
and detained four others on the
southern Philippines island of
Jolo in continuing operations to
rescue an American and a Fili-
pino hostage, military sources
sald today, reports AFP.

Soldlers recovered the bodies
of at least 21 Abu Sayyal gunmen
after a clash In the village of
Mabahay, near the town of
Talipao on Thursday, said the
sources, who asked to remain
anonymous.

They said troops also arrested
four suspected Abu Sayyaf guer-
rillas in a raid in the provincial
capital on Thursday night.

The self-styled Muslim sepa-
ratist group sull holds US hos
tage Jeflrey Schilling and a Fili-
pino divemaster, Roland Ullah,
two months into a massive mili
lary rescue operation ordered by
President Joseph Estrada

More corruption allegations|
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Former US First Lady Byrd Johnson; US President Bill Clinton, First Lady and Senator-elect
Hillary Rodham Clinton, former President Gerald Ford, his wife Betty Ford: former President
Jimmy Carter, and his wife Rosalynn Carter; and former President George Bush and his wife
Barbara Bush walk into the East Room of the White House on Thursday for the 200th Anniversary

White House Dinner.

-AFP pheto

200th annwversary of White
House celebrated

WASHINGTON, Nov

solved, reports Reuters.
With the US presidential

executive mansion.

Among the guests were former President Georpe
Bush and his wife Barbara. Their son, Texas Gov.
George W. Bush, is locked in the tightest contest for
| president in decades with Vice President Al Gore.
‘In the entire 200 vears of White House history
| never before has this many former presidents, [irst
ladies, gathered in this great room.” Clinton said at

the start of the dinner.

In ways botlh large and small, each and every
one ol you has cast your light upon this house,” he
sald. "I salute you and all those yet to grace thest

halls.”

While the guests dined on seared striped bass
and smoked loin of lamb. the next presidency
rested on a vote recount in Florida that showed a

10: President Bill Clinton
and three ol his predecessors on Thursday paid
homage Lo the White House, which has sheltered
American presidents for two centuries, as the con
test to determine its next tenant remained unre

election
decided two days after the vote, Clinton and three
former presidents attended a banquet in the East
Room to celebrate the 200th anniversary of the

Democrat Gore

razor-thin margin between Republican Bush and

The senlor Bush said his son was doing the “right
thing and doing it with dignity.
I'm a father, a very proud father, proud of the

way my son has conducted himself and is conduct-

still not

ing himself,” Bush said before the dinner.

First lady Hillary Rodham Clinton
history this week as the only president’s wife to be
elected Lo the Senate, switched to her White House

who made

role for the formal dir \Ner

The

seated

lic housing

Clintons
Bushes by a person at the head table, where former
Presidents Jimmy Carter, Gerald Ford, thelr wives,
and former first lady Lady Bird Johnson were also

1 P | o
were
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Ford once called the White House the "best pub-
in the wi

and lormer President

y -
jgle

Harry Truman called it a “glamorous prison

The first president to move into the White House
wasJohn Adams. who arriv
the building still not finished, the

¥ . I_ IH'll"‘j "I:_'IIII
surrounding area
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mainly undeveloped and the Capitol only hall built.

Congress

The guest list was heavy on historians and mem-
bers of Clinton's (
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Hundreds of Acehnese rallied outside the Dutch embassy in Jakarta
interndtional intervention to end the fighting in the rebellious state

vesterday demanding
- AFP photo

Thousands rally in Aceh
as death toll hits 25

BANDA ACEH, Indonesia. Nov
10: Hundreds of thousands of
people converged on the capital of
Indonesia’s Aceh province today
for a massive two-day independ-
ence rally, reports AFP.

By late alternoon some 10,000
Acehnese had assembled in
Banda Aceh's Baiturrahman
grand mosque, the focal point ol
the rally marking the [irst anni-
versary ol a popular call for a vole
on self-rule for the region.

I'he crowds kept liling into the
mosque square despite Lhe
deaths of at least 25 people in
violence during the Lhree-day
run-upto the rally.

Police set up road blocks in the
streets leading to the mosque and
were meticulously checking 1D
cards and vehicle documents.

Aceh police spokesman Senlor
superintendent Kusbini Imbar
sald an estimated 388,000 people
had converged on Banda Aceh

for Kashmiri separatists

SRINAGAR, India. Nov 10:
Separatist groups in Kashmir are
hoping a wedding between the
children of two secessionist lead-
ers from the Indian and Pakistan
zones of the divided region will
help unify thelr fractured move-
ment, reportsb AFP.

The marriage has also resulted
In accusations of rights violations
against the Indian government
which Is refusing to provide travel
documents to separatist leaders -
- Including the groom's father --
wanting to attend the November
19 ceremony In Rawalpindi,

The arranged match is between
Sajjad Lone -- son of veteran
Kashmiri separatist leader Abdul
Ganl Lone -- and Asma Kahn,
daughter of the Jammu and
Kashmir Liberation Front (JKLF)
chalrman In Pakistan-controlled
Kashmir, Amanullah Khan.

‘I have petitioned the National
Human Rights Commission to
take up my case,” Abdul Gani

. " .1 . % 4 "‘- Fi :- r L ] =
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Lone told AFP in New Delhi,
where he and four other leaders of
Indian Kashmir's main separatist
alllance -- the All Party Hurrlyat
Conference -- had been waliting In
vain this week for approval of
thelr passport applications.

"He Is my youngest son, and
has been away from the family for
10 years. It Is criminal to prevent
me atlending the wedding,” he
sald.

While denying that the mar-
riage represented a "polltical
alllance,” Lone agreed that it
arried a certain symbolic weight.

‘In one way it represents the
longing of Kashmiris on both
sides of the LoC to be together,” he
sald.

The LoC, or Line of Control, Is
the de facto border dividing the
Indian-controlled southern two-
thirds of Kashmir from Pakistan's
northern one third.

India and Pakistan have fought
two full-scale wars over the Hima-

11 o H
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layan reglon. as well as a bitter
border conflict last year.

Nearly all the pro-
independence, pro-Pakistan and
pro-India leaders in Indian Kash-
mir have been Invited to the wed-
ding, including Kashmiri Chief
Minister Farooq Abdullah.

The bride and groom were both
educated in London.

"Every Kashmirl living outside
Kashmir wants to see his daugh-
ter marry a Kashmirl, and I feel
this marrlage may also help
strengthen the unity between
dilferent groups,” said Javed Mir,
a senjor JKLF leader in Indian
Kashmir,

The JKLF split in 1994 when
the factlon headed by Yaseen
Malik In Indlan Kashmir broke
away and renounced the use of
the gun.

“The marriage ol separatist
familles will lead to unity ... that
Is the need of the hour,” said

Shaid-ul Islam, youth leader of
the Awami Action Commiltee, a
constituent ol the Hurriyat Con-
[erence.

Bul others are unconvinced
that a stmple wedding will have
any alfect on the separatist move-
ment,

“You can't really expect a mar-
riage (o bring peace to Kashmir or

even to lron oult differences
between the various leaders
here,” sald political analyst

Murilat Qadri,

Abdul Ghant Lone sald he had
not spoken to Amanullah Khan
lor seven vears when he picked
up the phone to suggest the
match between their children.

"He asked for two days to think
about It, and then he called back
to agree to the marriage." Lone
sald,

"He was ol the opinfon that his
daughter should marrv a
Kashmirl-speaking boy (f at all
possible.”
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and its surrounding areas to join
the rally

But the ligure was a far cny
Irom the first demonstration last

year, which was attended by
nearly a million people.
Organisers blameti the low

turnout on security lorces' violent
altempts to stop residents joining
the rally, dubbed the Acehnes:
Popular Assembly for Peace

Nine more civilians were Killed
in separate incidents Thursday
as security forces opened fire to
prevent people travelling («
Banda Aceh [rom outlying areas
of the province

In one incident a 14-year-old
boy was killed when soldiers fired
al a mosque packed with thou-
sands ol residents in the Tualang
Cut are of East Aceh on Thurs-
day, a witness, who declined Lo be
identified, said.

Scores of others were wounded
in the shooting, the wilness said,

BCIC International
Tender Notice

adding that troops had stepped
on Muslim holy books, the Koran.
during the operation

Meanwhile in North Aceh on
Friday. residents who could
reach Banda Aceh converged in
mosques and squares in the main
city of Lhokseumawe

A similar scene was also seen
in Pidie about 75 km
irom Banda Aceh.

In a separate incident in East
Aceh Thursday, security
forces shotl dead two people who
tried 1o resist their attempts to
prevent them from going to the
rallv, a local journalist said.

Two bodies with gunshot
wounds were lound in a separate
area, the journalist said.

In Bireun district, four people
were Killed and dozens others
injured by in a similar
incident, and in Banda Aceh a
body was lound near the
Baiturrahiman mosque.
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Floor), 30-31, Dilkusha C

documents with detailed

BCIC-995-2 /71172000
DFP-26835-6/11
G-1984

or General Manager (Purchase), BCIC, BCIC Bhaban (12th
A. Dhaka invites sealed quotations
against Tender Enquiry No PUR-3.1614/2000-2001 dated 1-
[1-2000 tor Import of 30,000 MT =10% Rockphosphate (65.5%
BPL Min) on C&F(C) Chittagong on liner term basis under
cash foreign exchange. Ofter shall be received up to 11:00 AM
on 6-12-2000 and be opened immediately thereafter. Tender
terms
available on payment of Tk 7,500.00 per set (non-refundable)
from (1) Controller of Accounts, BCIC, BCIC Bhaban (2
floor), Dhaka and (ii) Sr Ceneral Manager, BCIC Branch
Othce, 6, Agrabad C/ A, Chittagong.

Earnest money is 1% (one per cent) of the tolal quoted
C&F(C) value. No tender documents shall be sold on the date
ot opening and no late otter shall be accepted. The buyer
reserves the right to accept or to reject any or all the bids
without assigning any reason thereof.

General Manager (Purchase)
tor Sr General Mana

and conditions will be

KH Rashid

er (Purchase).




