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THE STAGE IS THEIRS: A combo picture shows (L) Indian team members doing stretching during a training session while the
\~ Bangladesh plavers taking a break from practice at the Bangabandhu National Stadium yesterday. —Star photo by Amran Hossain

We don't know how many captains othe

They led the way

Al-Amin

r countries had before becoming a Test nation. But in the case of Bangladesh it

is exactly nine. This figure also corresponds to membership of the elite club before Bangladesh’s acceptance as the tenth
Test-playing nation in June this year. _
Although there are a lot of factors that worked together to be a Test nation, but we feel that the yardstick in reflecting
Bangladesh's elevation into that elite club was a collective effort of those nine individuals who were at the helm during
our long and gruelling journey.
We also feel that by recalling their contributions our history can be retraced since Shamim Kabir donned the first cap in
1977. They are the pillars on which our Test foundation was laid. Even though it is a land rich in cricket heritage. never-
theless, we have been rather casual in preserving the chronology. Rather than looking behind at the pagst, we tend to
glorify our achievements in the present.
Wouldn't be fitting at the dawn of a new era in cricket, which begins at the Bangabandhu National Stadium this morning
when Naimur's men take to the field against India to play their first ever five-day malch, to pay tribute to those unselfish
leaders? During their tenures each distinguished gentlemen experienced many lows before reaping the rewards of years

of sacrifice.

In recalling their contribution we have tried to be impartial in our effort.

Shamim Kabir (1977): The
wintry morming on January 7.
1977 marked the official begin-
ning of Bangladesh's cricket
journey when Shamim Kabir led
the Southh Asian nation in a
three-day,ymatch against the

MCC. The'ﬁlistoric match at the

sDhaka Stadium (presently Ban-

‘J.gabandhu

National Stadium)
spoke of the passion for the

game among the local fans gs 1t
ew 40 thmisaqd*sp*ctamrs. ;

d
The three-day ‘unofficial Test’
ended in a draw and Shamim
retired as captain after that
inspiring start.

Roquibul Hassan (1978-79
& 1982-1984): Bangladesh got
the real taste of cricket at the
highest level when Sri Lanka
led by Tenekun came here in
1978. However, it exposed
Bangladesh’'s inabilities. The
tour also proved a bitter experi-
ence for Roquibul, who took

over from Shamim
He recalled

that the seven
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Dhaka will be bathed in
glorious sunshine for the first
four days of the
Bangladesh's inaugural Test
match against India al the
Bangabandhu Stadium

According 1o the Met
office, the maximum
temperature on the first day
of the historic Test is likely
be 30 degrees Celsius. The
minimum temperature is
expected (o be 19 degrees
Celsius.

However, in the morming
there is a chance of partly
cloudy skies bul it won't stay
long.

The humidity should be a
pieasant 74 per cent in the
moming. in the postdunch
session it may fall shightly.

Usually the highest
temperatures will vary
between 30 and 31 degrees
Celsius And the lowest

| temperatures will range in
' between 19-20 degrees
Celsius

—

‘hander ' re

in 1982

deleats  against  Sri Lanka
cventually helped our cricketers
o grow in confidence in the
years alicad. And Im-
provement were evident in the
next flixture against Deccan
Blues of Ajit Wadekar. That was
the high point during Ro-
quibul’s first of two stints as
captain before wicketkeeper
Shafiqul Huq Hira took over. |

"The technically sqound right-
ained the captaincy
ut Roquibul's cap-
taincy ended on a sour note
when he led Bangladesh during
the disappointing tour of Kenya
He is the first skipper to win an
international trophy -- the First
South Asian Championship in
1984

Captain's crack: Having two
of our players stayed at differ-
ent homes in Kenya. The only
time u'e were together on maitch
days.

Shafiqul Huq Hira (1979-
1982): The diminutive but agile

S1210s of

Trip down ‘Debut Lane’

W!HT makes a first-ever Test
match so appealing? Per-
haps the fascination lies in
walching the home side com-
pete on an equal footing against
a more established team. A Test
is the equivalent of say, a five-
day battle on a miniature scale
and without the side effects
Just like general uses his tacti-
cal Knowledge to gain victory,
so a captain uses his available
arsenal’ ranging from (fast
bowler to spinner to batsinan
fielder and wicketkeeper to

SHAMIM KARIR

Lenin Gani

achieve his objective

From humble
Bangladesh cricket has come
on in leaps and bounds. So
when 25-year-old Nafmur Rah-
man leads out his troops on to
the hallowed turf of Dhaka's
Bangabandhu  National Sta-
dium lor their maiden
encounter against India, it will
truly be the culmination of all
those many vears of dedication
that the people of this proud
land have put in to make No-
veimber 10 a reality,

beginnings

The table below should provide an idea on how long did each Test
playmg nation take towin a Test match:;

. COUNTRY

TIME

4

New Zealand

26 years 45 Tests

West Indies?®

Incdies.

* In 1955-56. Didn't win a series until 1969-70 in Pakisiar.
Clinched their first win at home in 1979-80 against West

India

19 V2 years 25 Tests

England*

* .{L_Jefea!ed an under-strength England In Madras in 195]-
22. Won thelr first series (v Pakistan) the following year.

‘South Africa

17 vears 12 Tests

England*

* Won in 1905-6 and in fact the first three played in Johan-
nesburg to record their first series victory.

Sri Lanka 3 '2 years 14 Tests India*
* In Colombo ] 985-86
Zimbabwe 2 's years 11 Tests Pakistan *

four years later.

* [n 1994-95. Also clinched first serles victory in Pakistan

West Indies

1 ‘f'z_yearh 6 Tests

England *

* Squared the 1929-30 series with victory at Geaorgelown.
First series win 1934-35 against same opponents.

England

21 days 2 Tests

Australia *

in 1876-77.

* After losing the very first Test match in history they
squared the series with victory (n the second at Melbourne

Pakistan

11 days 2 Tests

India *

* Won the second Tesl. First series win was versus New
Zealand ar home in 195565-56.

Australia

5 days 1 Test

England *

()3

e S S

* Dejeated England in the (nauqural Test at Melbourne in
1876-77. Clinched thelr first series in South Africa in 1902-

stumper
Bangladesh captain to lead the

live-day

—

became the first

national team abroad in the
First ICC trophy England in
1979. The high point of the

maiden visit was Ashraful Huq's
record bowling figures of 7/23

against Fiji. The most signifi-
cant part however ol his tenure
was a brief visit of Pakistan in

1980, which came to an abrupt

end due to _crowd wviolence in |,
Chittagong. The *visit of Paki-

stan also marked the first tour
of a Test team in the independ-
ent Bangladesh. The sad epl-
sode in the port city on January
2 denied our crickets to rub
shoulders with the likes ol Za-
hir Abbas, Javed Miandad and
Imran Khan Bangladesh
cricket also saw the world class
left-anin spinner Chandrashek-
har, who led a goodwill trip
from India under the banner ol
Hyderabad Blues in 1982, Hira
then led Bangladesh to the Sec-
>ee Page 19

The chances of the home
team that was only granted Test
status by the International
Cricket Council in June this
vear, pulling off even a draw at
the first attempt seems quite
remote. In fact, only Zimbabwe
did so when they entered the
Test arena in 1992. Also it is
worth  mentioning that New
Zealand took 26 years to get a

feel of success at the highest
II"".'{"I

Retrospectively, debut Tests
have tended to be seen as an

opportunity for players to ente;
the record books for various
reasons. And rightly the statis-
ticians have carefully docu-
mented these unique instances.

In essence there have
been eight such august
occasions. The list is as
Jollows:

March 1876-7: England and Australia
February 1888-9: South Africa
June 1928; Waest Indies
January 1929-30: New Zealand
June1932: India
October 1952-3; Pakistan *
February1982; on Lanka
October 1992-3; Zimbabwe *

‘Indicate inaugural Tests
versus India. The others were
against England.

Historically, the founders of
the ‘gentlemnan’s game England
and Australia met In what |s
regarded as the first ever Test
match from March 15-19,
|876-7 at the Melbourne
Cricket Ground. In those days
there were no 90 overs per day
and an over lasted four balls

Anyway, Englishinan Alired
Shaw bowled the first Test de-
livery to Australlan Charles
Bannernmnan, who went on to
bhecome the first Test centurion
Hill had both the fhirst Test
wicket and the first catch. Mid-

oee Page 19
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OMETIMES dreams do come

true. A fairytale Is about to
unfold and we Bangladeshis are
the proud writers, actors,
heroes. and even sidekicks ol
that story. The feeling can never
be compared to anything
this is a completely
unigue occaslon.

When Naimur Rahman goes
out to toss today with his
counterpart Saurav Ganguly.
he will be stepping into history
along with the whole nation,

There were detractors who
never wanted Bangladesh
getting the Test status. Even
when were welcomed into
the elite club on June 265,
certain torces still projected our
cricket  in  a disapproving
nmanner

Former Indian opener Navjot
Singh Sidhia was and still is the

becanse

we

most volatile critic ol
Bangladesh. While giving his
‘expert  opinion  during the
receil 1CC Knockout

Tournament in Nairobi, Sidhu
predicted that Bangladesh were
going to be swamped by the

Gray boost for
Bangladesh

SYDNEY, Nov 9 (Intemet report):
International Cricket Council
president Malcolm Gray has sent
out a message of suppert 1o
Bangladesh prior to their first
ever Test match, beginning on
Friday.

This will be the 1,512th Tesl
match played since 1876/77 and
the ninthto be stagedin Dhaka.

"It is absolutely vital for the
long term health and
development of cricket thal new
countries are encouraged and
supported by the ICC and other
nations to achieve Test Match
status,” commented Gray

“Bangladesh provides an
excellent example to aspiring
countries of what can be
achieved with hard work,
planning, dedication and of
course falent.

“The eyes of the cricketing
world will be on Bangladeshand |
send my very best personal
wishes for a successful debul
and many years of simulating
cricketand enjoymenttocome.”

On this historic occasion, what -
| want from our cricketers is for
them lo bring out the best for
the national cause and
semblance of consistency in
their performance. Live up lo
the spirit of the great game and
make a very successful debut.
Let the inaugural Test be the
beginning of a new innings for
Bangladesh to caplivate the
world with stimulaling cnckel

Tanveer Haider

(Former national crickeler,
chief selector and vice-
president of the BCB)

i

Happy Testday' to you

Rabeed Imam

other Test nations in the
coming days and they stand no
chance simply because they are
not good enough.

Sidhu even went on to the
extent by saying that
Bangladesh's glorious victory
over Pakistan in the 1999

World Cup was a questionable
trivmph with a ‘cloud’ hanging
over its competitive value
No matter how harsh
words sounded. H:nui],nirwha
ensuing trip to South Africa
where they established an all-
loss record

|||rihl'

provided no
convincing answers. The most
embarrassing aspect was the

=0 where do we stand? 1t will

unrealistic Lo expect
lireworks from the Bangladeshi
batsinen and bowlers. Even |f
we after stretching the
match to five or four days. to
the neutral eye, it will be an
achievement. If we can draw in
our first outing, that should be
as good as a victory. It will take
a miracle to actually win

Test cricket is a totally alien
concept for Bangladesh, so it Is
virtually lmpossible to foresee
now our boys are going to react
to such a demanding
proposition. However, there are
some simple factors. which can

be

lose

today is - Bangladesh is here to
stay

For the players who will be
donning their first Test caps, it
Is the ultimate fantasy
becoming reality. We better
revel and let the ‘tigers’ roam
free for the next five days to
have a feel of what it's all about
in a new jungle

Knight bucks
up Test babes

LONDON, Nov 10 (Internet
reportl: England star Nick
Knight believes that Bangladesh

national team’s 50-odd totals in be taken into consideratio : :
I' | lim 3 : (ot have the right attitude to suc-
. F ' - LN ¥ 1hrs ' i * - F -
the last two limited-over games while approaching loday's  ceed in Test cricket
But cricket is a great leveller maltch H”Iﬁl][ -L,F;r*;ﬂ.““p' exclusively
and days later India's much Our team is badly out of 10 Sky Sports, says that despite
vaunted batting line-up the depth in the bowling winning only three of their 41
best in the world, as Sidhu puts  department. This means that ©ne-day internationals, enthu-
it: They fell apart like nine-pins  the best chance Bangladesh Siasm and support will see the
' 1A ' jame grow
i the Sharjah ( ||-!||:[J1HH'- have of being competitive 1S L e
| | | I - lest cricket will be tough for
rophy final against a Sri through their batsmen :
| | | ling attack whicl ( . : Bangladesh. But | liked the way
AllKan powling attack wiich | ¢ thing needs to Db they went about their cricket
never consldered lhli‘rfll'lllflt remmembered that lests are wher IL:I.;:MWI beat them in the
India were shot out for 54 and decided on the performances Kenva fournament said
S0) !ir’ll]p‘lr”tt”\tl Call qul'.,!' II!'.-I]T [l'l][”lp ;_h”"l“ I]Itir sessjions !i'r i\.'l'-:_.r”
fromm the fact thev both have likes of ,Irit_ﬂL.“} Srinath and hev seem to have SOMme ce-
. % ' | | » { f s ~
had similar forgettable Venkatesh Prasad are not going i "'”“'“i' N and a couple of
' romising bowler Y we
experiences recently! to bowl all dav and its only | Wk lers, Ihey went
: : " 1 about their work with a good
Do we belong at this level natural that they won't have the X A TS _
| attitude and they should learn
Are we up for it? Was thi same edge throughout a match quickly
International Cricket Council [he other Indian bowlers are Cricket is massively popular
(ICC) too quick in granting us either veny thin on [est in the country with crowds of
the Test status” These are silly inexperience or debutants. The up to 40,000 not unknown for
: | . p -
questions now. The fact of the scenario is rather balanced club matches. a fact Knight
lllqu[!‘r is TIIIII wWe Aar the Tf'l.lfll i‘.;"l-"~lllk;'_l 1S rJ’FIIJ;_"_l.r‘“tf'\Nljh !lf']'li' "_}'-\.; 'Ill|ll| ' CTL( :it D COll-
tinual development
member of the select gro 1P and hief caust (8] neern  and itial _‘ pPIICTl
| hall ht 1 | (l {1 ] i : T It will bea b iptismm ol 1ire in
o challenge our right to be honestly, il the Indians don : :
! b = st ; st : their inaugural Test against
[est nation is to challenge the imake mistakes, there is ven india. But now they have got
wisdom of the [C( little chance of wickets falling lest status. their enthusiasm
It will be unwise to compars But this is not the time to will bring through some fine
ourselves LN technical chalk out formulas for a first- voung bowlers. Hopefully in the
psychological or even physical up success. lf it comes, fine next tew vears, they will prog
terms with India. Their plavers but let s not count on it and let rf.k; lad
4 . 5 1 1 - . i1
sanglades will D well
are part of a Test cricket nonsensical anticipations spoil gt ; byt
: aware ol the harsh reality ol
tradition that dates back to the the flavour ol the moment . : . :
: | hett | 1 ' lirst-class cricket alter com-
i . A\t i :- peller | 1: {11\ :T'J 3 1N L
|Y30)s I'h N ha Il ! 1 _ | lal [Tl [ ! ;' (H1E - VIIIESS [¢ Il wWarii-
tutors better role models lfendulkar creates a world 1p tour to South Africa amd will
!,\Ijlxllllii[twt -_'l" ;~|]'| L a‘_r| g ||1 ! -".".' ._Illtj E!] _|!l" !t‘"‘"‘ E i !', 1 T- 1 l ] ‘. -l
impressive infrastructure and India win the matchh in a perfornimai in their pening
1 d | ¥
most importantly, money thumping fashion. the message Iesl battl
2N
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Warmest Greetings
on the occasion o
First Cricket Test of Bangladesh

E BANK LIMITED
qté,rs the era of

&\ .
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® Transfer money to any account at any bragg
Prime Bank Limited. R \v\\]
/A PRIME BANK LIMITED®
Bank with a difference |

Head Office : Adamjee Court Annexe Building-2, 119 -120, Motijheel C/A, Dhaka. Phone : 9556282, 9567265 :r
Telex : 971543, PBL MJ, Fax : 880-2-9567230, E-mail : pnmebnk @bangla.net .
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