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~ the republic, and was already concerning some modern

~direct voter ballot. Instead, voters name electors who then

- District of Colombia. To be elected president, candidates
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- WASHINGTON, Nov 9: That the US presidential election
s been "taken hostage” b‘y a single state -- Florida -- is
e to an Indirect system for electing the president that

only a significant change to the constitution can change,
SAFP.

e 18th century system dates back to the founding of

analysts who felt it had outlived its usefulness.
“In the United States, the president is not elected by a

vote for the president. There are 538 members of this
electoral college distributed among the 50 states and the  enacted.”
must secure 270 electoral college votes.

“The only alternative would be to get rid of the electoral
college and have an election by a popular vote,” said politi-
cal scientist John Jay Douglass Gmm University of Texas.

In practice, the system could leave Vice President Al
Gore with a lead in the popular vote, but name George W.

Bush president by winning a majority of electoral votes. that the system gives a greater volce o smaller stales.
"If Gore loses tic electoral millcge vole, that's it, he has The system was designed by the founders of the United

to concede it,"” sald Richard Semiatin, of American Univer-
sity in Washington.

Florida's recount could be finished by Thursday eve-

The para

ning, according to state electoral officials.

Since Gore currently has 260 electoral college votes,
and Bush has 246 votes, whoever wins Florida's 25 votes
will be elected president.
dox has renewed calls for reform of the system,
which was designed when the general public did not have
regular access to candidates and thelr positions.

*There is obviously a need to reform an element of the
American election law,” said Luis Fra
versity in Caltfornia. "The expression of the popular vote is
very different of what it was at the time those laws were

a sald reform would not be easy and "might be
impossible,” because it requires a change to the US constl-
tution, a lengthy, complicated process.

“No one can change the constitution,” Semiatin said.

And Douglass said, "no political figure has ever come (o
the conclusion the electoral college was to be changed.

One argument against changing the electoral college Is

States to avoid the emergence of a regionalist or secesslon-
ist candidate and preserve the volee of each state.
One solution to the electoral college problem, is to end

of Stanford Unli-

the “winner take all" system, Dou
"Instead of winner take all, a state can vole for part of
the electoral college for candidate A in each district, and

glass suggested.

for candidate B In an other district,” he sald. That Is the

case In the state of Malne.,
In any case, Tuesday's dead-heat election, which US

media lirst called for Bush and then retracted their predic-

said,

Bush.

voles,

tion, was “an extensive abuse of democracy,” Douglass

“It Is time (o think about some changes in a number of
matlers, maybe in the electoral college, the media cover-
age," of presidential elections, he sald.

Early In the evening, US media projected that Gore
would win in Florida based on exit polls, leading to specu-
lation that Gore might win the presidency. But later, the
networks retracted their call, saying the race was too close
to call, eventually awarding Florida and the presidency to

Then, early Wednesday morning as actual votes were
tallled, the networks reversed again, saying the race was
too close to call. State electoral officials later called for a
recount, which shows Bush leading by less than 2,000
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Workers at the Miami-Dade election headquarters
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in downtown Miami, Florida, recount the ballots

of the county yesterday, the day after the presidential election. The outcome of the election between
Democratic candidate Al Gore and Republican opponent George W. Bush is still unclear as it awaits

the Florida recount.

--AFP photo

Clinton renews effort to stall

WASHINGTON, Nov 9: US President Bill Clinton will once again try to
douse the lire in the Middle East by meeting here today with Palestin-
lan leader Yasser Arafat amid growing doubts that his new round of
Middle East diplomacy will succeed. reports AFP.

He is scheduled to meet with Israell Prime Minister Ehud Barak on

X day.On the eve of the White House meeting, a fresh bout of violence
.+ Jh the Middle East, the worst since the start of the month, killed one
sraell and five Palestinians.

There was also more tension on the diplomatic front, as Arafat was

Middle East violence

jans to negotiate peace directly with Israel and without international

intervention.

"I have a message to send to the leaders of the world: only negotia-
tions will bring a solution, and not violence,” Barak said in Jerusalem.

"I say to President Arafat that we will nol accept the unilateral decla-
ration of a Palestinian state, because the only solution Is negotiation,”
based on the ideas set forth during the July meeting at Camp David, he

added.

US State Department spokesman Richard Boucher stressed

expected to make a pitch during his afternoon
meeting with Clinton for the deployment of a
UN peacekeeping force in the West Bank and
Gaza Strip to protect the Palestinians.

Arafat was also expected to sell the idea to
the UN Security Council during a closed-door
meeting Friday.

"We have a right (to protection) as in all
countries subjected to aggression,” Aralat
said Tuesday in Gaza.

Israel has made it clear it is dead set against
having any peacekeepers or international
observers near their borders, and Clinton on
Monday said the Palestinian proposal could
not be implemented over the wishes of Israel.

While Washington is also against interna-
tionalising the Middle East crisis, as an hon-
est broker in the peace process it cannot rule
out the possibility of sending observers (o the
area, some US officials suggested this week.

But none of the ideas lloated so [ar, includ-
ing one calling for something similar toa small
observation team of Norwegians deployed in
Hebron since 1994. have met with Israeli
approval.

Barak on Wednesday called on the Palestin-

Palestinian Authority President Yasser Arafat(C)
is greeted by members of the Arab diplomatic
corps upon arriving at Andrews Air Force Base in
Maryland on Wednesday.

--AFP photo

Wednesday that “ending the violence,
restoring calm to the region is our imme-
diate priority.

"Our goal In these meetings is to
review implementation of the Sharm el-
Sheikh commitments and to lind ways
to move lorward,” he said relerring to
Clinton's
Barak.

“There are important Issues al stake
for the leaders themselves and for the
future of the region. And we think these
meetings need to address those impor-
tant issues,"” Boucher added.

Aralat met
Tony Blair in London late Wednesday as
part of the latest diplomatic initiative to
get the peace process back on track.

After meeting Aralat at the While
House on Thursday Clinton will meet
Israeli Prime Minister Ehud Barak sepa-
rately on Sunday.

Some observers see these meeltings as
Clinton’'s last chance to push forward
the Middle East peace process during
his tenure, which ends onJanuary 20.

meelings with Arafat and

British Prime Minister
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=) Trading Corporation
of Bangladesh

Principal Office
TCB Bhaban, Kawran Bazar
Dhaka

Telex: 642203 TCB BJ
642217 TCB B]J
Cable: STATETRADE
Phone: 8120031, 8130337.
Fax: 880-2-8113582
E-mail: tcb@bdonline.com

International Tender Notice

TENDER FOR IMPORT OF 50,000 M. TONS +10% OF NON-IODISED
REFINED EDIBLE COMMON WHITE SALT UNDER CASH

No. TCB/IMP-22 /2000 Dated: 08-11-2000

Trading Corporation of Bangladesh invites sealed tender in the
prescribed form obtainable from Sonall Bank, Kawran Bazar Branch,
TCB Bhaban, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka on payment of Taka 1,500/- (Taka
one thousand five hundred) only per set (non-refundable) for import
of 50,000 M. Tons =10% of non-iodised crushed refined edible
common white salt in bags. Price is to be quoted on C&FCFO
Chittagong/Mongla basis showing FOB price, freight and commission
separately along with 1% (one per cent) earnest money and four
representative samples of salt of one kg. each and four bags as well.
-Shipment is to be made within 15" February, 2001 in four lots of
about 12,500 M. Tons =10% each. Any restriction imposed by the
Bangladesh government from time to time on import of food-stuff
will be applicable for import of salt under this tender. Detalled terms
and conditions are given in the tender documents. Offers should be
strictly in accordance with the terms and conditions as mentioned in
the tender documents.

Tenders to be dropped in the tender box kept in the Import
Division of TCB, TCB Bhaban, Kawran Bazar, Dhaka up to 11.00
hours on Monday the 27 November, 2000 and opened on the same
day at 11-10 hours. Tenderers may remain present at the time of
opening of the tenders. No tender document will be sold on the day
of opening of the tender.

The corporation shall have the absolute right to buy on C&FCFO
Chittagong basis or C&FCFO Mongla basis and to accept or to reject
any or all tenders without assigning any reason or to purchase
guantities more or less than those tendered/quoted for.

Fakhruddin Ahmed

Senior Executive (Import)
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‘export of arms

KARACHI, Nov 9: PakKistan is (o
showcase Jomestically produced
arms-related equipment next

' week as it bids to become a major

player in the medium-technology
arms market within the next five
years, a senior army officer said,
reports Reuters.

Major General Syed Ali Hamid
told Reuters late on Wednesday
that a four-day defence exhibition
in the port city of Karachi from
next Tuesday was the first step
towards realising that goal.

“The defence exhibition is
really our first step into becoming
a larger defence export country,”
sald Hamid, chief coordinator for
Lhe show dubbed IDEAS 2000.

He said Pakistani expertise
locused on medium-technology
ammunition and defence equip-
ment, but that poor marketing
had left current annual export

| levels at a meagre $50 million.

Hamid said the exhibition,
which the organisers plan to hold
every two years, would provide
major exposure for more than 40
state and private firms in arms-
related industries.

"1 think over tHe next four to

five vears. on a very conservative

level, 1 would expect if we can
achieve a target of $S400 to $500
million (in sales), it will be a very
successiul venture,” Hamid said.

He said Pakistan was targeting
the Middle East as a major export
market, but would not ignore
markets in Southeast Asian and
Africa.

Pakistan's latest surface-to-
surface nuclear-capable Ghauri
and Shaheen missiles will be on
display at the show, but would
not be for sale, Hamid said.

"These products are not for
sale. But basically we are display
ing them as a demonstration to
indicate the level of technology we
have achieved and obviously it is
a reflection on our other delence
products,” he said.

But Hamid said Pakistan was
ready to export its Al-Khalid
tanks equipped with 125 mm

smooth bore gun, auto-tracking |

system and thermal imaging
which the country had recently
started producing with the help of
China and the Ukraine,

L

Nine killed as troops
clash with Acehnese

BANDA ACEH, Nov 9: At least
nine people were Kkilled when
Indonesian security forces
clashed with thousands of
Acehnese (ravelling to the (rou-
bled province's capital for a
planned independence rally,
police and wilnesses said today,
reports AP,

Col. Kusbini Imbar, a local
police spokesman. sald police
and soldiers shot nine people to
death Wednesday in various parts
of the province, 750 kilometers
northwest of Jakarta.

He denled accusations by
human rights activists that gov-
ernment troops had opened [ire
indiscriminately on unarmed
villagers.

"We were defending ourselves
as rebels fired on security forces

first,” he said.
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Tens of thousands of people are
expected to gather over the week-
end to demand a UN-supervised
independence referendum for the
region of 4. 1 million people on the
northern tip of Sumatra island.
The call for an east Timor-style
plebiscile was f[irst made at a
massive rally in Banda Aceh a
yvear ago.

Tense standofls were reported
at police checkpoints on all roads
leading to the provincial capital.

Police blew up two bridges in
the north of the region Lo try to
stop the flow of independence
supporters, witnesses sald.

‘If out buses are stopped, we
will walk to Banda. If we are killed
here, It doesn't matter because we
will die in the villages anyway,”
sald a 40-year [armer at a road-
block outside of Sigli.
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Taj Mahal

vanishes into
thin air

AGRA, Nov 9: The elegant 16th
century embodiment of love, Taj
Mahal, yesterday had an allo-
gether different date when noted
magic wizard, PC Sorcar Junior,
made it vanish, reports PT1.

Sorcar, master of the Indrajaal
Magic Show, performed the feat
at 1450 hours for over two min-
utes from a distance of about 400
metres behind Taj at a sport
called Kachpura across the river
Yamuna.

The mysterious entertainment
as Sorcar described it later, left
hundreds of onlookers including
policemen, administration offi-
cials and media persons abso-
Jutely stunned. The magic made
the Mughal architectural marvel
disappear In the thin air leaving a
blank space at the site.

The magician was assisted by
his daughter, Maneka, who made
the historic monument reappear
alter two minutes.

"No it was not mass hypno-
tism,” a jubilant Sorcar told PTI.
adding on the contrary, "it was a
case ol application of 'Adrishya
(disappearance) Rasa' of the
science ol magic.”

Qatar closes Israeli trade office

to save OIC summit
S Arabia drops boycott threat

DOHA, Nov 9: Qatar caved In
and declded to shut down Israel's
trade office in Doha today, bowing
to Saudi demands to break links
with the Jewish state to save the
Islamic summit, reports AFP.

Qatar was to announce the
closure of the Israeli office later
Thursday, a senlor Arab official
told AFP, as a meeting of forelgn
ministers got underway to plan
the gathering.

“The Qatari government will
announce in the day the breaking
of relations with Israel and the
closure of Its trade office in
Doha."” the official said.

The ninth summit of the 56-
member Organisation of Islamic
Conference (OIC) was thrown into
doubt Wednesday when Saudi
Arabla, backed by Iran and Leba-
non, considered a boycott of the
November 12-14 summit over the
"deteriorating situation” in the
Palestinian territories,

Muslim powerhouse Saudi
Arabia, the birthplace ol Islam
and home to the OIC, subse-
quently dropped its boycott after

Qatar bowed to demands to break
links with Israel.

Saudi and Iranian delegations
were present at the foreign minis-
ters’ preparatory meeting Thurs-
day as the focus of altention was
switched firmly Lo events In Israel
and the Palestinian territories.

Qatar's Forelgn Minister
Sheikh Hamad bin Jassem al-
Thani, in his opening speech,
slammed the Israell "repression”
of the Palestinian intifada and
urged Islamic countries to sup-
port the Palestinians in their
struggle to establish an inde-
pendent state. The Palestinian
uprising will top the agenda of the
main three-day Doha summit, to
be held under the slogan of "Peace
and Development”.

Some 190 people, most of them
Palestinians, have been killed in
six weeks of violence since late

September.
Unlike fellow Arab states
Oman, Tunisia and Morocco,

which also had low-level ties with
the Jewish state before the out-
break of the Palestinian uprising

at the end of September, Qatar
had previously ignored calls to
close down its Israeli trade office.

Israel opened the trade mission
in 1996, but Qatar froze relations
later the same year after the rise
to power of right-winger
Benjamin Netanyahu as Israell
prime minister.

The office, which does not fly a
Star of David flag. keeps a low
profile and the mission's head
stressed on Wednesday that “we
don’'t get involved with the poli-
tics™.

“We have no relations with the
Qatari government. This is only a
trade office,” Ell Avidar told AFP,
describing the limited network of
missions in the Arab world as
“part of the peace process”.

The Saudi threat of a boycott --
its first of an OIC summit in the
organisation’s 31-year history --
came on top of decisions to stay at
home by Libvan leader Moamer
Kadhafi and Bahrain's emir,
Sheikh Hamdan bin Issa al-
Khalifa.

'US policy
towards
Pakistan will
not change'

ISLAMABAD, Nov 9: US policy
towards Pakistan will not change
no matter who finally emerges as
winner of the presidential elec-
tion, Ambassador William B.
Milam was quoted as saying
today, repartsAbF., i ruvt o

“The broad outline of US policy
toward South Asia and particu-
larly toward Pakistan would
remain unchanged no matter
who is elected as the next presi-
dent of the United States,” Milam
was quoted as saying in the News
daily.

"George Bush attaches greatl
importance to allies and friends

. and he believes that if you're
going to rely on allies in times of
travail and difficulty, vou have to
respect them in times of peace
and stability,” the News reported.

"This may be slightly different
from how the Clinton administra
tion handled old allies and
friends.”

Separatist leader
arrested 1n
Kashmir

JAMMU, India, Nov 9: One ol
Kashmir's top Muslim separatist
leaders, Yaseen Malik, was taken
into police custody today in the
state's winter capital Jammu,
after flying in from New Delhi to
attend a rally, reports AFP.

Malik was picked up by
Jammu police at the airport,
following a magistrate’'s order
banning the rally organised by
his Jammu and Kashmir Libera-
tion Front (JKLF).

The banning order was
imposed amid threats by the
right-wing Hindu Shiv Sena party
to disrupt the event, scheduled
for Thursday evening in Hindu-
majority Jammu city.

"I came here to talk to the
people of Jammu, but the state
government has arrested me, " the
JKLF chiefl told reporters as he
was led away by police,

Jammu police deputly Inspec
tor general S.P. Vaid told AFP that
Mallk had been taken inlto pre-
ventive custody.” He gave no
indication of when the separatist
leader might be released.

"Malik was placed under pre
ventlive arrest in the Interest ol
peace in the Jammu region and (o
prevent clashes between the Shiv
Sena and JKLF activists,” Vaid
sald.

EARERIELIIGE

o fefawe: far o= amafSa wen o fafamemn wifrergs (ifen) e fred @re Memmree Gere
ST 2 GBS | fPAATENeTE A $U9 AWR AT 4 Srein wii AT ~wRran fofers 2% swem ol faaed fw

fofs.3004

AT b 1 et Ut it 5

[ 2GR AW graTeTs Ay AT DI feSrem e mmﬁamﬁmﬂ
s Im armem we s e @ B18 5.00.000/= B3 2,000/= s 8¢ /o0 3 (@g™) ot
L83 e CunTe] TS -1 et nfefa Fra s |
el QA WovaR €€ (0se Muln =)  @mmaess wfen
[ AT A UTRLE 4)  cfeshs wfe
| M) eum arET iy
: u) nfuk frdrdt et wfee |
{ | 81 cu oo st hatews Ay Gee @) e o
‘ e 1ETA 4) @M Ay S
S R b4t Sl B g

., ) |

% Bz Hriedn AT oy wifae Yol ATEVE Yoooke |

Y1 s oz wifEe g g SBE FTEVE 20008 947 33D o1fe |

q (DT (e B 6 oy SHE ATEVE Jooo¥t AT 53.5¢ fup

a8 SR WA

Massive desertification threatens

India, China,

BANGKOK, Nov 9: Widespread desertification is
threatening large swaths ol land in India, China and
Pakistan and could have catastrophic consequences
on human and animal populations, the United
Nations said here Wednesday, reports AFP.

"The desert is encroaching on massive areas in
western China, affecting areas containing 400 mil-
lion people,” Hama Arba Diallo, Executive Secretary
lothe . UN Convention 16 Combal Desertification

said.

"The desert has moved o within 100 miles of
Beijing, and in the long-term this desertification will
have serious effects on food scarcity and people's
health and will force more people to migrate,” he

said.

Chinese officials earlier this year said their coun-
try was losing 2,460 square Kilometres (984 square
miles) of land per year to desertification.

Diallo, who was attending a conference in Bang-
kok on combating desertification, told AFP that
Pakistan and India also are beginning to suffer the

same fateas China.

"We are seeing climate

changes and similar
encroachments of the desert in Rajasthan and parts

€rosiornl.

but

Pakistan: UN

of Pakistan,” he said.

And dust from Asian deserts is blowing into the
Korean peninsula and even Japan, decreasing air
quality, Diallo said.

Much of the desertification is caused by overgraz-
ing, the hacking down of forests for timber and fuel,
climate change, slash-and-burn agriculture and

“China and India have madé strides on this issue’
these are not
resources of their own to address all the problems
they are facing,” Diallo said.

Asian states must develop altermative energy
sources and cut down on logging and overcultivation

countries that have, all the

in order to roll back the deserts, he said.

Chinese officials earlier this year said the govern-
ment had launched an emergency campaign to
prevent the capital Beijing from being engulied by
the encroaching deserts of inner Mongolia.

Officials reportedly had been unnerved by the
record 12 major dust storms that had hammered

northern China this year, adding that the desert was

per year.

moving towards Beijing at 1.8 kilometres (1.2 miles)
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