= e IR a e S e R T A

= - = E e o — —— » e p— P L i i i e N e e e o F o - - 5 s TR o ~ i n C T LT Py L A o it £ ol -
i TR o e, R ik A . ! T ¥ R e i : . i " b o f o v R T Y Sy ¢ § i) iy N s Fani- L oot LI e v ATy LR ek ~ " " i ' =t | A i - 4 Ty e X ek .’-.;. .
H N A ' . " R | k = } L] ey . - oy 5 W ' w LF. il 4 - A s . n e » RIS k1 . B ’ ¥ i h el - 5
p s ' ' N 'y . 4 in f ¥ - B I . k J A v ” i ..\ N o,
F

3 b L "'.‘-'_ e
— g f i % -
3 e 5.9- YA

li,-ll-- L] N E

DHAKA, FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 10, 2000 The Baily §

P Rl
" E.'-n--.. i ‘nl' ¥

.

x
.ll:_

' hSoiut'E A'siaq
India
The Titan Retires

B X

P
i -

*

]

T - i
r-
-

-

= e

Sri Lanka _ - 8 '
Dialogues and Hopes

By Zaglul A. Chowdhury
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By Harun ur Rashid ; B, T ¥ % ; A flicker of instead dissolved facilitating o
West Bengal's 87-year-old Chief Minister Jyoti gulf bet th d | h;ﬁf uEs OES bl “
— -year- , was a ween theory and practice, M beli again emer,
Basu worked his last day in his office on 3rd in Hungary in 1956 i in lsz:l;hq:r.-zﬁlt:nﬂb.rﬂluﬂfh;‘:i“‘r lQBgvgcﬁzln?t:au&.i that for a nego- The rivalry for PRRUSEEIR

November at the Writer's Bullding in Calcutta. He communism was impervious to popular demands. The brutal sup ated settle- dancy In one hand and the

res-
had been in the job since 1977. He headed the slon destroyed the lingering sympathies of many Iefustsandruinel:l the ment of the 18- Ll;‘l:r]l::‘ ! :éhgl w.':}r b?:: ;ltlﬂ.'. other
b :ﬂl‘?fn f‘;—gﬁ%;::mm?ﬁ [?ljﬁféega f_to;nm;:ﬂj;i] g;: future of communist parties In the non-communist countries. fnmlil;Mljsland relatively gnspcroua natlmmsn:
o, o _ . A - - Central command planning to mobllise human
tem. He was almost being nominated for the high resources in the cnmmgnlsl ataglcs appeared to have fallgg.{iaarllia(t:oe]l}lill dle of S0 tania NaGian:, R

office of the Prime Minister of India. Basu played a
key role in the conclusion of the 1996 Indo-Bangladesh Ganges Water

Agreement for 30 years.

One can argue that integrity, efficiency and moderation were the
hallmark of his government. His political antenna was perceptive and
he had been In constant touch with the mood and pulse of the elector-
ate. Although he was a Barrister (1939) by profession, he hardly prac-

not support the basic needs of the population. Communism in Europe
collapsed In 1989. Even communist China has to accept the member-
ganisation -- a symbol of western capitalism
Is open to reforms and capitalist South
slowly established thelr roots in North

ship of the World Trade Or
and free trade, North Korea

Korean conglomerates have
Korea.

peace efforts have taken a new

Impetus to the warr
sl lo the dialogue table for
ending the strife. LTTE chief

Velluplllal Prabhakaran has said
that his militants, fighting for a
separate Independent state for

road where it is Ung to main-
tain country’s Integrity and also
political stability. President
Chandrika Kumaratunga won a
second mandate not too long

and this time her difference in

voling with main opposition

Itis admitted that high-tech

oballsation Is a distinctive and signifi- | the minority Tamils, are not <¢challenger Ranil Wickramsinghe

Used as a lawyer. His passion for politics was total and his left-wing cant feature of recent history. Global economics Is different fro - | averse to talks but o after Was narrower and this raised
views had to go through a number of adjustments over the years. national economics. Intengtmnaluy Is embedded In mmnﬁ :'th:; cessation of hostilities. He told 9uestions about a stable govern-
He was able to re-define the communist party (Maxist) and gave it a while globality transcends that geography. Moreover the dynamics of | Norwe peace envoy Erik Mment. The ruling PA wanted to

new direction and meaning. He had the foresight to see the need of
private industrial enterprises in the communist state to revive the
growth of the economy and his government provided incentives to

amend to the constitution to

globalisation involve several of the core forees of modern socl
cty, one of grant autonomy to the north as a

Solhelm the other day that he is
which appears to be the capitalist production. The growth of the trans-

not opposed to dialogue with the

many non-Bengall industrialists. Heavy engineering and shipbullding,
electronics and other lighter consumer industries replaced old jute and
tea industries. .

His leadership was responsible in bringing about land reforms in
rural areas. One of the principal changes has been the abolition of
absentee landlordism. This had a considerable positive impact on the
landless farmers in West Bengal. The reforms resulted in consolidating
his government's firm base with the rural people.

I had had the privilege of knowing Jyoti Basu while I was posted as
Bangladesh Deputy High Commissioner in Calcutta (1979-81). He
always made time fgr ine despite his busy schedule. He had a soft cor-
ner for Bangladesh people (he hailed from Narayangan| district).

Basu has always been a well-groomed person and has many social
graces. He always presented as a person with plenty of reserve. | hardly
saw his feathers ruffled. He was a diplomat per excellence. Whenever |

world communication has encouraged several areas of capitalist activ-

ity. Including information Industries and consumerism.

There is a view that the contemporary globalisation has propelled
soclal structures. It has encour-

cater
demands of pluralism by the community and increased qucsllu%:rlng of

several important shifts in primary

aged the emergence of new forms of capitalist production,

decisions of authority.

A view prevalls that Basu may have realised that the relevance of

riedly said that

) to challenge
Indla’s two dominant parties -- the ruling Hindu nationalist Bharativa

communisin in the 21st century is at an end. He re
he would devote his time for the formation of a “third

ront

Janata Party (BJP) and the main o
noted that British Prime Minister
"third way" politics In recent years.

position Congress Party. It may
ony Blair has been a pro
Much of the Inspiration

to satisfy the human needs.

nent of

come
from the realisation that neither capltalism nor communism succeeds

government on exploring
the chances of a settlement of the
long running internecine war but
such discussions can take place
only after cessation of hostilities.
Prabhakaran was known to be
rabidly opposed to any dialogue
tll a few months ago when his
ranks accomplished stunning
success In the battlefronts. But
later there has been a standoff in
the war sltuation and In recent
days the government troops have
launched counter attacks against

the T{ﬁcrs. This miﬁht have soft-
ened the stance of the Tamil Tiger

part of an effort to placate Tamil
militants towards a negotiated
settlement of the civil war. It has
managed the su of two
smaller parties Including the Sri
Lankan Muslim League to form
the new government. But the
Muslims have given a timeframe
for intens efforts for a settle-
ment for the Tamil problem.

Interestingly, the October 10
elections became a kind of refer-

endum on President Chandrika
Kumar:htunga's controversial
power-sharing plan to a

the country’s Tamil acpafal:je:l?
who, however, seem more keen to

e e e T

chief and in the process a glim-
ralsed bilateral Issues such as the diversion of the Ganges waters and

the Farakka Barrage, he avoided with a gentle smile discussing the
iIssues saying that they were essentially within the domain of the Union
government in New Delhi. His lifestyle was modest and when | was

invited to his residence I was surprised at the austerity of the furnish-

ings of his lounge and visiting room. The last time 1 (as Additional
Foreign Secretary) met with Basu in 1987 while he paid a visit to Ban-

gladesh.

Basu's departure coincides with the gradual decline of communism
in the world. Many have stressed that in communist countries there

There is a view that desglle many successes by Basu's communist

government, West Bengal

appens to be one of the
India. Critics say that communism is an out-dated ideolo
Is based on class conflict. In place of class conflict the

pooresl states in
gy because it
people In West

Bengal are interested in income distribution and the quality of educa-
tion, health, environment and home life. There is a view that when the

state election takes place next

astute politiclan an

year, the rule of the communist party
(Marxist) may dlsagpcar. Political analysts believe

departed at the right time.

that Basu Is an

The author, a Barrister, is former Bangladesh Ambassador to the UN.
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Bhutan

Opening up of the Shangri La

By Mansoor Mamoon

THE Hima-

| & y @ n
Shangri La -
the Kingdom
of Bhutan
(Druk Yul) -
IS striving
—— - gradually to
open up to

Keep pace

with the current trend of
globalisation shaking off its age-
old isolation and xenophobia. But
the vexing problem of insurgen-
cles in the neighbouring north-
eastern states ol India, particu-
larly those in Assam appear to be
spilling over in its territory. Guer-
rillas belonging to the under-
ground secessionist groups ULFA
(United Liberation Front of
Assam) and the Bodo Liberation
Front were believed to be using
the bordering areas and rugged
and hilly terrain as well as the
dense forests in the south of the
Himalayan in Bhutan as their
sale sanctuaries by setting up
camps. New Delhi was pressuris-
ing Bhutan for. long for flushing
them out and ensure that the
rebels no longer get shelter and
operate from their sanctuaries
there. According to reports the
Bhutanese Home Minister
divulged that he had talks with

the leaders of ULFA and Bodo
insurgents recently and asked
them not to use the territory of his
country for any guerrilla activi-
ues.

They have been asked to dis-
mantle their camps immediately
and leave Bhutan alone in their
rebellion against Indian author-
ity. Otherwise Bhutan would be
compelled to take military action
to hoot them out - the Bhutanese
Home Minister reported to have
warned. Earlier this year the
Indian troops started training the
Bhutanese military and para-
military forces in jungle warfare
and combaling guerrilla activi-
ties. Bhutan was so long hesitant
to go for action against the Indian
insurgents apprehending back-
lash from them. Bhutan has also
not enough logistic capabilities to
effectively deal with Assamese
guerrilla groups. If the country is
to really start taking military
action against the ULFA and
other insurgents it might mean
increasing armed encounters
and clashes with all their accom-
panying evils which the Kingdom
was so long trying to evil.

Sandwiched between two big
neighbours - India and China -
Bhutan is trying to strictly main-
tain its neutral posture and not to

annoy any of them. Landlocked
Bhutan has no outlet to the sea
and hence depends heavily on
India for its economic sustenance
. This has naturally made it lean
towards India.

Austria and Switzerland, in
Europe, are both landlocked. But
this did not prevent them from
having transhipment and port
facilities In the neighbouring
countries. But for Nepal and
Bhutan, the case is completely
different. For its strategic reasons
India is not that much liberal to
both Nepal and Bhutan. India
takes advantage of the geograph-
ical locations of Bhutan and
Nepal so as to keep the two coun-
tries subservient to its interest
and dictate its terms over them.
New Delhi is continually urging
Bangladesh for transit and corri-
dor facilities for its northeastern
region. But on its part is not as
yet agreeable to give the same
facllities to its two neighbours for
their trade with Bangladesh.
Neither the formation of 7-
member Saarc nor the proposed
sub-regional grouping compris-
ing Bangladesh, India, Nepal and
Bhutan could in any improve the
situation. Saarc Is in limbo
because of tense relations
between India and Pakistan and

the sub-regional grouping is yet
to formally take off. Mentionably
both Nepal and Bhutan took
great interest In Saarc and sub-
regional grouping. The Saarc
headquarter is located at
Kathmandu - the capital of Nepal.
Bhutan with a population of
6,18,557 (in 1997) and GNP per
capita of S829 (1999) posted a
growth rate of 5.5 per cent in
1998 much higher than its three
immediate neighbours did.
Human Development Index wise
its position iIs also better than
Bangladesh. Had Bhutan been
given transit facilities to Bangla-
desh and if India would have
laken a genuinely cooperative
attitude, it could have achieved
much higher growth rate. The
Himalayan Buddhist Kingdom is
keen to use the Mongla Port via
the proposed Rupsha Bridge. The
Calcutta Port, which it Is now
using, has virtually choked up
and is causing congestion to the
great detriment of Bhutan's
exports and import trade. It has
let it be known that it will rather
opt for Chittagong Port till the
construction of the Rupsha
Bridge and the modernisation
and expansion of Mongla port.
Bhutan has recently renewed
Its trade treaty with Bangladesh.

Dhaka-Thimpu Transport Agree-
ment is likely to be signed by the
first quarter of next year and with
this end in view Bangladesh
Prime Minister will be undertak-
Ing a visit to Bhutan by March-
May 2001. PSI and the duties-
related problems would be dis-
cussed for removing all impedi-
ments and barriers to free trade
the two countries. A delegate of
Bangladesh Federal Chamber
body undertook a visit to Bhutan
and explored the possibilities of
increasing trade and investment
cooperation between the two
countries for their mutual bene-
fit. In this age of globalisation the
neighbouring countries in the
region should take the advantage
of Increasing intra- and inter-
regional trade -- this was the
general feeling among the cham-
ber leaders of the two countries.
The chief of the Bhutan Chamber
Upen Dorji maintained that India
would have to be made agreeable
to allow transportation of goods
betweenn the two countries. If
India allows transit facilities to
the two countries for the trans-
portation of goods land based
trade route between the two
countries will be greatly reduced.
Bhutan is providing Bangladeshi

-

products duty- free access. Loca-
tion of PSI office in Calcutta is
causing much delay for the Bhu-
lanese exporters. If PSI problem
could be solved, the volume of
trade between the two countries
would increase manifold. Ban-
gladesh exports to Bhutan fluctu-
ated over the last six years in the
range of $0.14 million to $0.02
million while imports ranged
from between $8.19 million and $
4.11 million. Bangladesh
exported goods worth $0.03
million in 1998 while imports
[rom Bhutan was S$4.41 million.
Bangladesh imports from Bhutan
mainly fruit juices, fruits, jam,
pickles etc., and exports tooth-
brush, soap, melamine, biscuits
elc.

This shows how negligible is
Intra-regional trade among South
Aslan countries. Sapta was
meant for increasing intra-
regional trade. But though much
expectation was raised it was not
made effective. With cooperation
in fighting insurgencies and cross
border terrorism it is also
expected that there should be
equal cooperation in trade and
investment for the common good
of the countries to avoid further
marginalisation.

South Asia, Noft Indig, is the New

By Karl F. Inderfurth

The visit to the
US In September by Indian Prime
Minister Vajpavee highlights the
fundamental change under way
In the ties between the two coun-
tries. More broadly, it also points
to the growing importance of
South Asia as a whole in Ameri-
can foreign policy.

This change is a significant
part of redefining US foreign
policy for the 21st century post-
Cold War world. It is underscored
again by the return visit to Wash-
ington this month of Bangladeshi
Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina.
And because this change is so
much in line with larger US
national Interests, and enjoys
such broad support across the
political spectrum, | am confident
that it will endure long beyond
the current Administration.

In fact, the countries of South
Asla are increasingly important
potential partners for the USon a
whole range of crucial emerging
Issues: From global peace to
global climate change. from
culting-edge technological coop-
€ration o common cause against

Chandrika

the age-old ills of disease and
poverty or the new scourges of
international terrorism and
weapons of mass destruction. As
part of this broader engagement,
to highlight some recent exam-
ples from Prime Minister
Vajpayee's recent visit, our eco-
nomic officials are working
together to create better global
regimes for e-commerce and
biotechnology, while our techni-
cilans explore clean energy
optons to preserve our shared
environment. Our doctors and
scientists are collaborating in
government-supported projects
to fight HIV/AIDS and other killer
diseases, with public health
programmes and research on
new preventive vaccines. Our
diplomats are working to narrow
our differences on non-
proliferation issues, which will
help make the whole world safer.
And our experts are discussing
greater cooperation In Interna-
tional peacekeeping, to keep
today's trouble spots from
becoming tomorrow’s crises.

How could anyone object to

phones Vajpayee

Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga has discussed
efforts Lo resolvethe conflict between the government and the
LTTE with Indian Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee. The two

— e ——

this kind of cooperation? Unfor-
tunately, some have misinter-
preted our expanding ties to India
as a "tilt" away from other coun-
tries, as if the US could have but a
single partner. But nations,
rather like people, can have more
than one friend at a time. This
notion of "tilt" has had no real
application to our policy in Asia at
least since the end of the Cold
War.

Our relations with India are
not determined by our relations
with China, or Pakistan, or any
other country and vice versa. So,
as we deepen our engagement
with India, and enhance our ties
with - Bangladesh, we have not
forgotten our other friends in
South Asia, including Pakistan.

There is, however, one kind of
tit which really is a new feature of
our foreign policy - namely, an
American tilt toward the South
Aslan region as a whole, accord-
ing It higher prominence and
priority in the overall US
approach to the world. The fact is
that during the second Clinton
Administration, there has been

an unprecedented series of high-
level American visits to the
region, and of return visits by
South Asian leaders. The list
includes not just Presidents and
Prime Ministers, but also foreign
ministers and ministers of com-
merce, finance, energy and senior
officials dealing with public
health, counter-narcotics, coun-
ter-terrorism, and many other
COIMIMOT CONCErns.

What explains this new Ameri-
can tilt toward South Asia? The
answer Is simple. We recognise
that, as an Increasingly dynamic
reglon that is home to more than
one-fifth of humanity, the futures
of South Asia and of the US are
inevitably linked. This is already
true in more areas than ever
before, from trade and commerce,
lo sclence and technology, to
global environmental and medi-
cal progress - and also, to an ever
greater extent, In terms of people-
lo-people ties of kinship and
culture between our proudly
diverse societies. Looking ahead,
we also recognise the enormous
potential of the vast South Asian

w1 ARC N L —
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region, especially if it can forge a
future free of the tragic elements
of its past. | have in mind icu-
larly the regional, ethnic, or reli-
glous conlflicts that have cost far
loo many precious lives and
resources.

We can also Imagine a future in
which the peoples and nations of
this region move toward greater
cooperation and better integra-
tion into the global political and
economic mainstream, and are
able as a result to focus more
sharply on their own soclal and
human needs. Part of this pro-
cess, we believe, could be
advanced through regional
organisations, such as the South
Asian Association for Regional
Cooperation (SAARC).

Other promising prospects are
offered by more speclalised coop-
erative ventures like the South
Asian Regional Initiative on
Energy (SARI), which could help
in harnessing the region's huge
but untapped cross-border mar-
kels for hydropower, natural gas,
and other resources highlighted

Flights restored

e —

Buzzword in US

during President Clinton's visit.
And another crucial part of South
Asia's upward trajectory, we are
convinced, will be a stronger
engagement and wherever possi-
ble, a closer partnership with the
US.

With all this in mind, the US

will keep looking for new opportu-
nities to strengthen our ties with
every nation in the
on its own merits - from Nepal in
the north to Sri Lanka and the
Maldives in the south, and every-
thing in between. It used to be
sald that South Asla was on the
backside of the US diplomatic
globe. No longer. That globe s
beginning to turn. From here
forward, we hope to have strong
and growing relationships across
South Asia, which promises to
take Its rightful place higher on
the scale of American foreign
policy priorities In the years
ahead.

region, each

Courtesy Times of India. The
author is US Assistant Secretary
of State, South Asian Affairs

' I 'he Sri Lankan authorities have announced that civilian flights to
A the northern Jaffna peninsula will resume after an eight-month
suspension. The army says that a Ukrainlan passenger aircraft will

leaders discussed a wide range of Issues by telephone, an Indian
high commission press release here said. Official sources said the
conversalion included recent moves to resolve the conflict. India medi-
ated between the Sri Lankan government and the LTTE In 1987, but
falled Lo bring about a settlement.

Eightkilled in Assam attack

At least eight villagers have been killed in an attack by separatist
rebels in the north-east Indian state of Assam. It is not clear who
carried out the attack but intelligence officials say two rebel groups
were active In the area. Five Bengali Muslims and three Hindi-
speaking villagers from Bihar were shot dead when the heavily armed
rebels stormed the village In the western district of Barpeta.

WB approves credits for India

'I‘hc World Bank has approved two credits for India worth ne
hundred-and-seventy-six million dollars as part of ite -, wl-poverty
initiatives. The bank said that the funds would be 1+ _., 10 boost access
lo clean water and to Increase support for !.calth and educational
services in pow  reas In the states of Madhya Pradesh and Kerala.
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The Region This Week

Uttaranchal is born

Ull:lr;mchal. with a population of nearly ten million, officially came

Into existence at midnight 1830 G on Wednesday when, In a
colourful celebration, it emerged from Uttar Pradesh to become the
country's twenty-seventh state. A senior Hindu nationalist Bharatiya
Janata Party leader, Nityanand Swami, was sworn In as the state's
first chief minister and the veteran Akali Dal leader, Surjeet Singh
Barnala, became Its first governor.

Pak newspaper building bombed

’I\xrm: people have been killed and at least three others wounded by
a bomb blast in the Pakistani city of Karachi. The explosion
occurred Inside a building owned by a newspaper group, which pub-
lishes the Urdu-language "Nawa-1-Waqt” and the Nation publications.
The bullding was used by advertising staff, as journalists had moved
to another location after a previous attack on the bullding.

begin a service to Jafina In two weeks' time. Because the land route
to the peninsula is controlled by Tamil Tiger rebels, it is only acces-
sible to the rest of government controlled areas of Sri by alr
and sea.

Koirala hints revival of Panchayat

Nf:pali Prime Minister Girlja Prasad Kolrala Saturday stressed the
need to revive zonal administrative structure, which was annulled
after the restoration of democracy in 1990. “"The zonal administrative
structure should be revived to make ellicient the civil administration
which Is eroding,” PM Koirala sald, adding "if this structure was in

force, Maolsts would not get chance to grow.” Lanka Seeks

hel
ith no visible change in its military disposition, Sri Lanka sought

India’s assistance In specific areas to counter the threat of seces-
sion from the Liberation Ag;em of Tamil Eelam (LTTE). Sri Lanka's
visiting naval chief, Vice-Admiral Cecll Tissera, today held detailed
discussions with senlor representatives of the Indian Navy, Army and

Alr Force.
-- Compiled by Ekram Kabir

mer of hope can now again be
seen for a possible resolution of
the conflict through talks
a]]Lhnugh the tangle is too com-
plex.

This development has come
after a new government took
ower recently. Ratnasirl
ickramnayake was sworn in as
the prime minister of the new
administration not long ago after
Lthe Peoples Alliance (PA) of Presi-

dent Chandrika Ku maratunga
secured enough support to form a
new coalition in Sri follow-

ing the October 10 parliamentary
elections. The polls were seen as
important by the ruling PA and all
the opposition parties although

gave in retations
to the significance of the voting.
The country has a presidential

system where the chief executive
is the presidency but the parlia-
ment plays an important role in
certain areas and a comfortable
majority is of great advantage to
the ruling circles.

The PA and the UNP were the
main contenders for the elections
but there were other smaller
opposition parties which in some
ways differ from both the ruling
and main opposition group. The
PA enjoyed majority in the earlier
parliament but failed to muster
two-thirds support as the govern-
ment wanted (o push an amend-
ment to the constitution to give
dautonomy to the Tamils but the
plan collapsed on August 3 as the
ruling circles were seriously
embarrassed failing to garner the
required majority. The opposition
had alleged that the government
resorted to "horse trading” and
other tactics to lure the opposi-
tion members to ¢ € sige:s for
the amendments. It did not finally
click and the parliament was

settle the scores in the battlesw

fields rather than finding a solu-
tion throu discussions or
peaceful method like constitution
giving them enough authority in
the form of autonomy. The presi-
dent has said she will turn the
country into a de facto federal
stale within two months of re-
clection of the parllamentary

polls.

The government is to
wipe out the Tamil terrorism in
one hand and address the prob-
lems of the minority on the other
so that no groups felt isolated or
harassed. But the militants have
so far shown little interest to
settlement but later said nothin
short of Independence will satis
them. However, the situation in
the war Is clearly weighing heavily
towards any solution, even
through discussions. Now that
LTTE supremo has indicated his
readiness for talks - although
]condn_lonaj -chances for a dia-
ogue a a possibility even if
not brlggfrT%e war has ilaimcd
63,000 lives and internally dis-
placed one million people. Presi-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
has spoken to Indian Prime Min-
ister Atal Bihari Vajpayee on
telephone on the Norwegian-
brokered peace endeavour and
she Is consulting other countries
as well, Because of the complexi-
tes, the civil war in the country
defies a solution and this may
remain so for quite some time.
Yet, a scope for discussions Is.
TowW-€e
sho
lo

olive branch for a dia-

€. However, the indication for

ks is still not firm and can run

into trouble. Both sides must

exploit the situation for a settle-

ment since none has upper hand
in the war.

Pakistan

Travails of a Strongman

By M Abdul Hafiz

Pakistan's
strongman
G eneral
BT o et
Musharraf
has recently
si ed his
reluctance to
rule the country. "If we were not
performing, I would be the first

rson to be thinking of ways to

ring somebody who can run
Pakistan better," he was quoted
as saying in a speech recently.

This is a departure from the
General's oft-repeated resolve to
put Pakistan back on the track
and his untiring efforts, though
controversial, to restore business
and Imfeustnr's confidence in an
a ren bankrupt country.
Ngﬁ? the slanlspseem tnuge
losing faith in Musharmaf who
came under Intense questioning
in a meeting of the core military
commanders a week earlier
about his record in the govern-
ment and the growing public
frustration at the pace of his
reforms.

Last month General
Musharraf completed one year in
office as the country's Chief
Executive. After one year of his
seiz.inlg power In a bloodless coup
the former army commander
seems firmly ensconced in power
and there is no sign of any politi-
cal challenge to his continuing.
rule, though his one-vear rule
has neither halted Pakistan's
slide towards chaos nor reversed
its international isolation. In a
political void that prevails in the
country there is also no immedi-
ate alternative to the military's
\I;uuit' With the e]mb%uns to new

councils nning in
Degcgrt;lber this _v«ze:au*fgl the %‘en-
eral's stated plan of returning
Pakistan to full civilian rule by
October 2002 should have no
problem. In a dramatic reshuflle
of generals on September 1,
Musharral clearly reasserted
himself with no dent to his
authority.

Yet a recent spate of resigna-
tion of cabinet ministers and
provincial governors has sparked
speculation that Musharral is

rhaps losing his grip. While
B:al S itlation can be debated
the actual problems lie else-
where. As a matter of fact, Paki-
stan's problems became more
acute over the past year. At the
core of those problems is a deli-
cate balance that the General has
to strike and maintain between
an external demand to moderate
his policies as well as his own
liberal, modernising agenda and
an ever-growing clamours of the
conservatives as well as his hard-
line colleagues who would allow
no compromise with the West
and change In Kashmir EollcY As
a result, Musharral has little
space for manoeuvre to

hard cash from abroad so des-
rately needed to revitalise
stan's economy.

Pakistan's economic future
looks more bleak under military
rule which has scared away
investors with its bellicose
rhetorics and cosy ties with fun-
damentalists. ost of the
regime’s sincere initiatives have
turned out to be barren t for
tax collection overhaul while the
harsh Islamic banking rules
proved counterproductive. The
country's external debt has
ballooned to $35.5 bn or half of
Pakistan's GDP. With four-fifths
of the national budget being used
for defence and debt-servicing
hardly any development is taking
Elace. According to the State

of Pakistan the country has
the fo exchange reserve of
S$1.2 bn, down from S1.5 bn of the
time of military’'s take-over.

Whereas after the coup
Musharraf had promised a
revival of economy, he is now

grappl with mere economic
survival. The General dﬁmdy
needs an IMF loan before m-

ber 31 when the moratorium on
interest payment on Pakistan's
$38 bn foreign debt expires. The
IMF's latest S580 million debt
relief package for Islamabad will
enable Pakistan only to tiate
another moratorium.
Musharraf's September reshuf-
fle, ueezing the hardliners,
might have been Iinstrumental in
ob the IMF relief but any
substantial IMF loan as well as
the West's crucial economic
cooperation is cont L upon a
clear shift in Pakistan's foreign
pollcz;su far as it concerns her
relation with India over Kashmir
and its ties with the Talibans. The
us andﬁ nthcx;] western muntﬂtﬁs
as well as Ja persistently
insist also on ﬁ?— the
[Com rehensive Test Ban Ly

Wl'l{ie many lactors Mléhm

into play in ellec an

J haa {Iashrmr
the coun-

In stan's Alghan or

Fnllcy dominated b

ry's powerful Inter-services
Intelligence (ISI), the issue of
CTBT is largely the domain of
Pakistan's foreign policy estab-
lishment. The Foreign Minister
Abdul Satter has stated that
there exists now a national con-
sensus to sign the CTBT. It is to
be seen whether the generals
would relent under severe finan-

clal crunch which has ])rom ted
the fore office to d its
earlier stand of CTBT

only after India does. Unless that
happens Musharraf's popularity
ph will continue to show
ward curve. Il is not much
significant under the present
circumstances if he will continue
mpogtrornndamdlmnrephm-
men :

2

as both sides are |~
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