The Baily Star

Founder-Editor : Late S.M. Ali
Dhaka, Thursday, November 9, 2000

Fascinating US Election

T has been breathtakingly close going right down

to the wire, a little too nail-biting even for (he
close call prophesies. As if to Keep to the pattern of]
sharply fluctuating fortunes between Gore and
Bush at the final counting stages. announcement
of conclusive results climactically hinged on a re-
count of votes in Florida. The margin of difference
between the two contenders to presidency narrow-
i ing down to less than one per cent of the total
¢ number of votes in the state that crucial recount
' was necessitated in Florida before drawing a cur-
tain on the final count.

The US presidential race, 2000 has been unique
on quite a few counts: first, it has proved to be a
cliff-hanger along the entirety of the electoral proc-
g €SS - encompassing desperate campaigning dashes
' to the finishing line and the neck-to-neck final
counting almost bracing up to scrape the half a
million absentee ballots in the US military man-
ning overseas posts and among the American ex-
patriates. It turned out to be fascinatingly dra-
matic, and in effect, tense and nervy, too, for the
rest of the world watching the spectacular waning
and waxing of fortunes between Bush and Gore
right down to the last-minute posting of tallies.
There the people of the US and the rest of the
world have had a nerve-racking experience, only in
slightly varying degrees. That is the charm of a
, democracy in action.

By far the most unique feature of the electoral

outcome is the US voters' recognition of peace and
unprecedented economic prosperity during the last
eight years under Clinton matched by a craving for
change. The winner has to pay heed to this under-
lying message of the popular verdict.
Our heartiest congratulations to the winner in a
closely-fought contest and we wish him success
through his tenure into the new millennium. We
hope that in matters of strengthening US-
Bangladesh ties he will not flinch from carrying
forward the positive tenor that the outgoing US|
President Bill Clinton had set for the expansion of
our bilateral ties.

New Telecom Bill

ONOPOLISED by the state-run Bangladesh
Telegraph and Telephone Board (BTTB), the
telecommunications sector in the country has been
the most inaccessible domain to private entrepre-
neurs so far. But, certain developments in recent
times suggest that the days of state monopoly are
numbered. The government has already decided to
strike a deal with WorldTel for installation and
maintenance of 300,000 new land-based telephone
connections. Now, news reports say that the tele-
com ministry is processing a bill for the introduc-
tion of National Telecommunications Act, 2000 en-
visaging an empowered and independent Telecom-
munication Regulatory Commission. The bill, when
approved and enacted into a law, would effectively
end the government's tight control over the tele-
communications sector. In the proposed scenario,
the BTTB will just be a public sector entity oper-
ating side by side with private operators like cellu-
lar phone companies. The level playing field, as the
new law visualises, would entail healthy competi-
tion and thereby ensure better services for the
subscribers who, until now, have been held hos-
tage to BTTB's whims.

Over the years, tight state control has retarded
advancement of the country's telecom sector. On
the other hand. lack of accountability and trans-
parency has turned the BTTB into a den for cor-
ruption, mismanagement and malpractices. The
installation charges and call tariff in the country
are among the highest in the world while services
rank amongst the worst. Moreover, willingness to
pay the charges doesri't essentially mean access to
basic telephony. The waiting period between sub-
mission of a demand notice and installation of
connection, according to a recent World Bank sur-
vey, could be as long as 13 years. In the face of
growing displeasure amongst subscribers and in-
creasing demand amongst people to have access to
telecommunication network, the government has
finally decided to leave behind old ways. Indeed, it
deserves a pat on the back.

In this era of greater interconnectivity, increased
private sector participation is imperative for a rapid
enhancement of the telecommunications infra-
structure. It is hardly possible for any government
to solely finance adaptation to the changing needs
of time. Thankfully, the government has realised
this sooner than later.

What about Compensation for
Jarina?

IMAN authorities have suspended six of their

employees from work in the wake of an incident
of luggage pilferage at the ZIA on Saturday last. In
the stealing of the arriving passenger Jarina Kha-
tun's savings from her suitcase pauperising her
public conscience has been stirred with an atten-
dant wave of sympathy for her. But there has not
been any development in terms of compensating
Jarina for her loss which we demanded immedi-
ately following publication of the news about her
plight. While welcoming Biman's departmental ac-
tion we would like to ask: when is her loss going to
be indemnified? Safe delivery of air passengers’
luggage should be a normal affair, and there has to
be an agency, or authority, responsible solely for
this purpose. Why do people have to complain of
burglary and other hassles which they experience
while arriving in Bangladesh through ZIA? Since
operations at the ZIA have not yet assumed the
glant proportion of those in many other interna-
tional airports, the basic services here ought to be
of a certain quality - easily. The authorities must
live up to the expectations of the passengers. The
Jarina Khatun Incident has brought into focus the
abject lack of supervision within the airport com-
pound. And the message would be lost if Jarina's
plight does not help improve the process of lug-
gage-handling at the very least.
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Women's Agenda in Bangladesh: A Political Discourse?

ANGLADESH presently

seem to be at a critical

juncture of its history as
far as the country's women's
political empowerment agenda is
concerned. The Issue at stake is
women's effective representation
in the parliament through a
constitutional amendment.
However, | hesitate to use the
phrase "critical juncture.” First,
because Bangladesh seems to be
perpetually In a state ol crisis.
How do we survive? Of course, by
leaping Irom one crisis Lo another.
This Is an accepted fact of life in
Bangladesh. Second, do the
leadership of the country con-
sider the present period critically

important calling for some
dynamic actions that would
enhance women's political

empowerment? Do they visualize
that there Is an urgent need for a
constitutional amendment so
that we can scrap the present
system of maintaining thirty
kana mamas or thirty sets of
ornament and go for a meaningful
arrangement to add women's
voice In the running of country's
altalrs? I don't think so.

We would be In some kind of
deluge I we believe that country's
leadership is convinced about the
importance of the said agenda
and are exasperated and at their
wits trying to find ways and
means to ensure women's effec-
tive voice al country’'s highest
law-making body. That is not
being the case it cannot be a crisis
situation. Obviously very little
can be done if the leadership does
not think that immediate mea-
sures are needed to rectify the
past wrongs done to the women
population of the country no
matter how much advocacy fs
done at the national, divisional,
district and even al grassrools
level, and whatever might be the
intensity of the activities by the
women activists. Truth is that il
would not simply be taken seri-
ously. Right now it is only a lot of
noise made over the required
constifutional amendment and
nothing more than that. Do |
sound too disheartened or disillu-
sioned? There are compelling
reasons ifldo.

First, I feel that women's politi-
cal empowerment agenda in
Bangladesh has never been taken
seriously since the inception of
the country. From the very
beginning, there have been two
evident trends that ran counter to
each other. Historically, women,
though not in large number, have
had significant participation in
the various mass movements
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They were making recommendations
about it because the political parties

for the sake of recommendations. They either need not worry or care
would take care of the rest. How can then one expect that the political

parties, which would decide and shape the course of Bangladeshi women's future in the 21st century, would

be willing to accommodate women's demands
about it? Isn't it natural then to ask the quest

in the political discourse of the country?

when the male-dominated society at large is least serious
ton that has the women's political empowerment ever been

including the liberation war of
1971 that gave Bangladeshis a
distinct heritage and destiny,
Liberation meant hopes for
democracy, humanism, justice
and equity. And therein lay the
seeds ol women's emancipation
and women's rightiul place in the
running of the newly established
state. However, the
countervelling trend--strong and
entrenched masculine values
embedded in the gendered politi-
cal parties and patriarchal state
apparatus created, deflned and
sustained by men, prevalled over
the Ideology on which the libera-
tion war was fought, As a result
no endeavours were made to
make space and an enabling
environment to make the politics
women-Iriendly. As a matter of
fact, women were effectively
barred from taking part In what
was meant to be only a male
domain. The women's question
was not simply ralsed In any
meaningful way. Rather it was
dealt with In a clear cut patriar-
chal and patronizing way as
evidenced by the process women
were accommodated in the high-
est decislon making of country's
political structure,

It Is tragic that the question of
women's political empowerment
could be settled with a few bhavis
or chachis (interesting that they
had to be married signifying the
strong male linkage) in the parlia-
ment through a constitutional
amendment. No attempts were
made to nurture the potentialities
of the nascent women leadership
who had emerged through the
mass movements, especlally the
movement of 1969, and the liber-
ation war of 1971, within the
party structures or in the elec-
toral process. If history is any
guide then it is hardly an
endeavour to discover that how
very differently the male student
leaders and female student lead-
ers who fought side by side in
country's historic movements
were treated by the leadership.
How unjust and how cruel the
process had been can be easily
discerned from the fact that
yesterday's male student leaders,
all along, have had the chance to
be at the helms of country's
affairs whereas the female stu-

dent leaders created by the same
process ‘have now mostly disap-
peared in the shadows excepting
mray be a few who turned them-
selves as NGO leaders (that also is
a very recent fact). How very
unfair it is that those who took
part in changing the course of our
history have now no say in influ-
encing our national politics.
Second, the Issue of women in
politics has had very little intel-
lectual inputs either by the
women's organizations, the politi-
cal elite or the civil soclety.
Despite the recent hullabaloo
that is being made over the ques-
tion of women's reserved seats In
the Parllament and plethora of
workshops and seminars on
women's issues the theorization
ol women's Input into the political
process has remained largely

But not in Bangladesh., We have
never analyzed how women's
desire for broad soclal reforms,
their tradition of sacrifice within
the familles and their sense of
duties and responsibilities can
help change the very nature of
polities (defined by men) of “fierce
competitiveness, hlerarchy,
formality, ritualism, rigidity and
emphasis on self-interest
(Bystydzienski: 1995)." We have
never consldered that large-scale
entry of women would not only
broaden the parameters of gover-
nance but also can help mitigate
the confrontational politics of our
country in the context of women's
special qualitles in maintaining
soclal relations and thelr negotia- .
ton and compromise skill. Obvi-
ously then there Is an urgent
need for deeper appreciation of

Dilara Choudhury

unaddressed. The customary
pejorative have been that the
constitution does not restrict
women from taking part in the
electoral process of the country
without paying any heed to the
deeply embedded masculine
values and patriarchy in the sta (S
apparatus that Iimpede their
unfettered participation. Indeed
the women's organizations and
women aclivists have put up a
tough fight against such proposi-
lions having created a little dent
here and there at the socletal
level. But by and large there have
not been any serious debates as
to whether or not the influx of
women into politics would trans-
form politics or it alone can make
the government more responsive
lo women's concerns and inter-
ests. Al the functional level the
later concept perhaps have made
a few minds turned around but at

the conceptual level there is total -

intellectual vacuum.

The faith that women can
transform politics has been ques-
tioned and researched in varying
forms in the developed nations.

these dimensions so that we (Lhe
country) can break free from the
typical mould set by patriarchy,
which propagates that women's
particularistic morality, intellec-
tual Inefficacy, physical vulnera-
bility, and high degree of emo-
tionalism make them unsuitable
to govern. It is time that we have
a deeper look at women's poljtical
culture and internalize women's
involvement in politics, especially
at the grassroots level and com-
munity work. Without appreciat-
ing women's input into politics
there can never be an abiding
faith that their inclusion in the
political process indeed Is benefi-
cial and it can help bringing
about a change In country's
masculine dominated political
agenda. If there were no such
faith then the matter would
indeed be treated trivially. It is
at this context I would like to
mention how the Issme is being
addressed by the soclety at large
including the political leadership.

To the best of my knowledge
and my interactions with the
members of the political and civil

soclety, I find that the timely
womnen's agenda is being dealt
with In a very casual manner.
Apathy and highest de of
insensitivity prevall when it
comes to the presenlt women's
demand regarding representation
at the national legislature. It
becomes extremely difficult to
push women's cause when the
political parties, civil soclety
leaders assume that the entire
environment and institutions are
gender-neutral when In reality
they are not and work in favour of
men. This s an arena where the
women's organizations face an
uphill task. In this respect their
task 1s stupendous Le. the move-
ment needs to convinece not only
democrats but also the left and
the left leaning politicians and the
civil society leaders about the
significance of women's Input
into country’s politics and high-
light the correct modus vivendi
for women's participation in it.
Indeed it is gargantuan in the
sense that while the democrats
propagate equal rights for
women's participation under a
liberal democratic and gender-
neutral dispensation when the
politics is gendered. the left and
left leaning sections advocate
women's participation in terms of
class subjugation and class
struggle. These thinking are
reflected when the liberal demo-
crats euphemistically profess
women's equal rights as Individu-
als Ignoring impediments that the
women face as women. The left,
on the other hand, would not even
address women's Issue as sepa-
rate agenda as they feel that the
problems would be automatically
resolved as soon as the class
struggle is over. The left
ideologues fail to perceive that
women are the victims of both
class and gender. What the
women's movement needs to do s
to convince both liberals and the
socialist by theorizing
transformational feminism (Ibid:
1995) that women whio as disad-
vantaged group facing patriar-
chy, fundamentalism and chau-
vinism require special arrange-
ment to have their input in poli-
tics in order to not only get rid of
the age old discriminations and
practices but also along the way
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Is a lack of deeper u
about how the male-female
relations should be

vital issue of women's representa.
tion is being treated In a plece
meal manner and without any
serious thoughts. The I
and negative statements of yari.
ous politiclans from both the
major parties as well as the Prime
Minister about women's effective
representation (n the parliameny
bear and depict how they haye
internalized the significance of
this vital Issue. Unfortunately,
this Is also evident among major-
ity civil soclety leaders who are
supposed to mediate between the
state and the citizens (in this case
the women). |1 discovered this
casual lreatment of women's
effective representation in the
national legislature while inter-
acting with a number of civil
soclety leaders in a recent work-
shop. First, the group had to be
literally coerced 1o admit that
special arrangement was needed
for making women's parliamen-
lary representation effective,
Second. they simply could not
grasp that large number of
women parliamentarians could
not only address women's con-
cerns and Interests but also could
contribute in making the parlia-
ment more effective.

Eventually, when they agreed
to make recommendation for
enhanced number of women's
directly elected reserved seats
most of them started to play a
number game as if it was a trivial

matter, and to my horror one of

them said "why increase it to
sixty-four? Make it hundred or
more. We know that the political
parties would never agree io iL."
Implicit in this statement was the
fact that they were making rec-
ommendations for the sake of
recommendations. They either
need not worry or eare about it
because the political parties
would take care of the rest. How
can then one expect that the
political parties, which would
decide and shape the course of
Bangladeshi women's future in
the 21st century, would be willing
to accommodate women's
demands when the male-
dominated society at large is least
serious about it? Isn't it natural
then to ask the question that has
the women's political empower-
ment ever been in the political
discourse of the country? I leave
the judgment Lo the readers.

Strange Finale to a Strange Election

Ashfaque Swapan writes from Berkeley, California

Of course, political pundits had a field day. With the advent of 24-hour cable news channels, the species
has proliferated, and every hour of the day and night pundits pontificate on what the electorate thinks and
why. But most analysts hedged their bets when it came to predicting who will win. Bush was slightly ahead

in most nationwide polls-- the margin varied in different polls but all were within the margin of error:

LTIMATELY, Florida holds
the key. Many die-hard

Democrats are wistfully
hoping it will turn the election
around after everybody thought it
was over.

At about 12:45 a.m. pacific
time, the day after the Nov. 7
elections, which means 3:45 a.m.
New York time, an unprecedented
final twist added further ‘sus-
pense to a cliffhanger of a unprec-
edented presidential election
throwing the television media
into utter chaos once again.

After most of the major televi-
sion media had declared Texas
Governor George W. Bush the
43rd president of the United
States, his Democratic rival Vice
President Al Gore called the
Republican candidate and
retracted his earlier concession,
because Florida was still too close
to call. Florida election officials
said that the latest count showed
Gore trailing Bush by an agoniz-
ing 1,000 votes, and thousands of
absentee ballots remained to be
counted.

Whatever may be the ultimate
result, the news media has come
out looking particularly bad.
Twice in the evening the media
had been caught wrong-footed:
Earlier they had declared Florida
Lo have gone to Gore based on exit
polls, then they retracted when
the actual vote count leaned
towards Bush. Later in the day
based on projections they gave
Florida to Bush and declared
Bush the winner of the elections.
But then. the race tightened in
the state and it's a toss-up again.

For the uninitiated outside the
United States, all this bears some
explanation.

A U.S. president is not elected
by popular vole. Presidents in
this country are elected by elec-
toral college, an archaic, compli-
cated system which few Ameri-
cans comprehend fully. The long
and short of it is that each slate
has a number of electoral votes
allotted to it in proportion to its
population, and the winning
candidate needs 270 electoral
voles oul of a total 538.

Each state has to be won indi-
vidually, and it's a winner-take-
all system (except Nebraska and
Maine, which have nine electoral
votes together). This means that if
Gore wins in California by as
much as a single vote and latest
projections (I am trying to say this
with a straight face) indicate he
will win the state he gets the
state's 54 electoral votes.

This is where Gore got an edge
pre-election national polls gave a
misleadingly rosy picture for
Bush when many electoral college
voles were really up in the air.
National polls that gave a lead to
Bush included his home state
Texas, for instance, where he has
a whopping 30-point lead.

On the other hand, Gore won in
many of the larger states includ-
ing California (54 votes), New
York (33 votes) and most of the
New England states, which gaves
him a shot at winning the magic
270 electoral voltes.

In the complicated math that
followed, Florida with its 25 voles
has become crucial for the ulti-
mate winner.

Simply put, whoever becomes
the next president has to win
Florida. With a difference of
barely a few hundred votes
between them another issue has
kicked in this unheard-of presi-
dential election. State law in
Florida requires that if the differ-
ence between two candidates is
less than half per cent of the votes
casl that's over twenty thousand
voles an automatic recount
takes place.

Meanwhile all pre-election
major polls had given Bush the
edge, while it turms out that
thanks to his massive lead in
California, Gore seems well set to
end up winning the popular vote.
It is not a good time to be a poll-

Bush

ster in the U.S. now, to put it very,
very mildly.

The bizarre turn of events is a
fitting final though that is
hardly the right word at this point
to a strange, frenzied campaign.

On election eve, a whole slew of
states remained tloss-ups, and
both campaigns went crazy trying
to figure out the possible permu-
tations and rescheduling last-
moment campaign stops to help
their candidate add that extra
fillip which will tilt the state in
their candidate’s favour.

As the countdown began for
the final lap of the electoral race
for the world's only remaining
superpower or hyperpower, as
the French slyly say the two main
contestants scrambled for a mad
rush to touch as many bases as
possible.

Gore went on a grueling 30-
hour political swoop that took
him to seven cities in the far-
flung states of lowa, Missourdi,
Michigan and Florida before
returning to Carthage, Tennes-
see, where he cast his vole.

Bush barnstormed through
Tennessee, Wisconsin, lowa and
Arkansas and returned to his

Gore

home base in the Texas capital of
Austin.

A strange paradox has
haunted this presidential elec-
tion: It is one of the most tightly
contested presidential elections
since 1960 when Democratic
candidate John F. Kennedy beat
Richard Nixon by a whisker, yet
enthusiasm for the polls this time
around is so low that about half
the electorate is expected to sit at
home for this one,

Of course, political pundits
had a field day. With the advent of
24-hour cable news channels, the
species has proliferated, and
every hour of the day and night
pundits pontificate on what the
electorate thinks and why. But
most analysts hedged their bets
when it came to predicting who
will win. Bush was slightly ahead
in most nationwide polls the
margin varied in different polls
but all were within the margin of
€rror.

This complicated electoral
math has given rise to the bizarre
possibility that the next president
may lose the popular vote and
still get elected and now Bush
seems to be the most likely candli-

date for that dubious distinction.
It has happened previously in this
country thrice, most recently in
1888. As pundits and pollsters
spent sleepless nights, the elec-
torate seemed far less enthusias-
tic. To be sure, the political pun-
dits had a lot to say about that as
well. One pundit decorously put it
as a choice between "character”
and "competence.” If truth be
told, reality is less pretty. It seems
fair to say that a substantial part
of the electorate probably finds
the choice unappetizing it is a
choice between the shallowness
of Bush, who runs out of
thoughts when required to speak
for an extended period and ties
himself in knots when explaining
his own tax and social security
programs, and Al Gore, who had
three makeovers in three debates
so that all that intelligence and
grasp of detail seems focused on
one issue Al Gore, who can't
make up his mind who he
is.Having said that, passing any
comment on the tendencies of the
U.S. electorate is an exercise
fraught with peril, as pollsters
and network media have discov-
ered the hard way. It was not long
ago that political pundits across
the nation wrole a premature
obituary of President Bill Clinton
during the Monica Lewinsky
scandal, only to receive a smart
rap on their knuckles by the
electorate.Another reason the
average voler is disillusioned
maybe the degree to which the
presidential political process has
been tan over by handlers and
political spinmasters. A candi-
date who runs for the presidency
in this country has to cater to a
diverse electorate. What, indeed,
do an avid environmentalist in
the sylvan state of Oregon, a
single mother in an inner city, an
affluent suburban voter in the

bedroom communities that encir-
¢tle many metropolitan areas like
adonut, and a gun-loving conser-
vative rural resident in the deep
south have in common? Not
much, and presidential candi-
dates get around this problem by
resorting to the most hallowed of
political skills fudging the issues
and promoting themselves with
fuzzy advertisements of how nice,
lovable individuals they are, and
packaging themselves according
to the ministrations of political
consultants and pollsters.

Amid this tightly orchestrated
campaign, consumer activist
Ralph Nader has stirred up the
pot, much to the chagrin of the
two-party duopoly, whose min-
ions have refused to let him par-
ticipate in the presidential
debates. Not since maverick
Texas tycoon H. Ross Perot in
1992 has a third party candidate
created so much consternation.
This time around, the Republi-
cans were delighted. because
Nader's support hit Gore in Ore-
gon.

Al the end of it all, all told, a
staggering S3 billion was spent in
this year's presidential, congres-
sional and gubernatorial races.
As the day of reckoning has come,
it's not only the politicians who
are nervous. Pollsters are eating
humble pie.

In the previous election, politi-
cal scientists used models to
predict the outcome of the presi-
dential election several months
beforehand and one model came
closer to the actual tally than the
exit polls. This year, a few months
back, several political scientists
presented models all predicted a
Gore victory, the difference was in
degree. Bush was leading the
polls by 20 per cent at that time.

In a strange juncture of a very
strange election, it is the pollsters
who have been beaten by the
political scientists in the popular
vote. And the nation is still wait-
ing to find out who will win the
electoral college and be the next
president.

PM on ZIA

Sir, Our powerful prime minis-
ter talks tough all the time, with
blistering attacks on all and the
sundry, sparing none (even the
judiciary), but why she Is so soft
on ZIA, namely the ZIA Interna-
tional Alrport Dhaka, where the
crooks and gangsters are running
an open empire of fleecing anc
harassing the passengers inside
and outside the airport? °

There are several security
agenclies working there under
government supervision and
control, but they are messing up
the operation clean-up, and there
Is no sign of professional effl-
clency In a pgovernment which

akes pride In Its performance.
The Introduction to Sonar
Bangla, on alighting at the air-
port, Is a disgrace o national
pride, and a black spot on the
authorities who manage the
airport. How many SPA cases
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have been recorded at ZIA? The
SPA should be scrapped if it
cannot be applled without fear
and favour. If we cannot run an
alrport, how do we expect to run a
country?

Alif Zabr
Dhaka

Separate lane for

rickshaw

Sir, It Is being observed that in
many roads, separate lane for
rickshaw is being constructed by
placing concrele block which |
consider a good move (o control
the unruly rickshaw-pullers to
some extent. But these rickshaw
lanes are very narrow moreover it
creates parking problem. There-
fore, I would like Lo request the
authoritles concerned to make
the lane littler wider so that at
least two rickshaws can ply [reely
and there are enough space for

another to park.

Anvir Adil Khan
41, Eskaton garden
Rarmna Dhaka

Retention of English

Sir, This is about language
controversy that often erupts
with such intensity that it clouds
our rational thinking.

The stock arguments of per-
sons who oppose the retention of
the former OH]OCIHI language need
not be repeated, but these do not
stand to reason in view of follow-
Ing facts:

English language has become
a Lingua Franca and Is most
widely used all over the world as.
means of easy communication.
Our neighbouring countries have
not discarded It, rather, they have
assimilated It in thelr own cul-
ture,

Since we have already an

advantage of knowing such a
uselul language and our students
have to learn it in order to study,
say, Engineering, Medicine, Law,
etc how can we reverse the pro-
cess? For example, can we dis-
card thousands of cases reported
in English language law journals
which are absolutely necessary
especlally in our courts?
Population explosion in a
smaller territory IS our main
problem. About three million
Bangladeshis now work and live
abroad relieving pressure at
home also by remittance of
money. They may now constitute
about two per cent of our present
population. Without knowledge of
English, they could not have
achieved this. However, it is a
pointer to easing the problem of
educated unemployved by means
of imparting knowledge of and
training In English. A
Bangladeshi national is expected
not to forget his culture and the

expatriates have successfully
projected it abroad from time to
time.

We should not commit the
same mistake made by Muslims
of this subcontinent which had to
be rectified by Sir Syed Ahmed
about one hundred years ago.

SMS Zaman

Ex-Member, National Board
of Revenue

Advocate, Supreme Court

Political solution for
Pakistan

Sir, Pakistan can never return
to political stability unless and
until the Punjabi-majority
shadow over the nation is democ-
ratised (Opinion, DS, Nov 2).

The break up of Pakistan lead-
ing lo the loss of East Pakistan
and emergence of Bangladesh is
also related to similar conditions
prevailing since 1947 to 1971.

Now evidently the Punjabis are
out to demolish the Bhutto influ-
ence In politics (now overloaded
with the Afghan refugee crisis).
But the other services, the armed
forces, financial institutions, the
private seclor, culture are
also monopalised by the Punjab.
The inherent weaknesses of the
other provinces is a sad reality;
magnilying the huge disparity.
The British canal em in the
Punjab increased the Punjabi
leverage. Earlier, even the

Unit concept did not work in the
then West Pakistan. Huge hydro
and gas projects have not yet

created a situation towards a

more balanced disparity.

Pakistan's solutions lie within,
with the Punjabls; and with the
big landlords (feudal zamindari
system. which Is extensive In
Sindh also).
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