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A trail of destruction: (left) Octogenarian Feroza Begum has lost everything due to floods. A cyclonic storm which followed the floods has shattered her last hope. In the meantime, winter has arrived, but she lacks
sufficient clothes. So, she tries to save herself from cold by wrapping a polythene sheet around her body at Bakal embankment shelter in Satkhira district, (right) another old vietim looking vacantly sitting on his
flood damaged houses at the frontier village of Kushkhali in Satkhira district. Both the shots were taken recently:.

—~-Star photo by A K M Mohsin

Outlaws reign in Shariatpur

SHARIATPUR, Nov 7: When the government Is determined to stamp
out terrorism from the country, the criminal activities of the outlawed
parties are on rise in Shariatpur district, reports UNB.

The people have become virtually hostage at the hands of a small
number of outlawed terrorists. They are passing thelr days in panic,
particularly after the sundown.

Helpless people of Chhagon, Mohishor, Ramvadrapur and
Tarabonia unions in Bhederganj upazila are leaving their homesteads
for security of life as the underground terrorists have created a reign of
terror in these villages. _

Activists of criminal groups are involved in different road dacoities,
murders and extortion, local people alleged.

In many villages the outlawed group deployed informers for supply-
ing necessary information and collecting tolls,

Local leaders urged the authorities concerned to take necessary
steps to nab the terrorists without further delay.

A report from Jhenidah says: Jhenidah police arrested two women
members of the outlawed Purba Banglar Communist Party from
Jessore town on Wednesday midnight and recovered written docu-
ments containing motives of various Killings, including the killings of
Adv Kalidas Boral and SMA Rob.

Police said they raided a house in Bakchar area of Jessore town to
arrest Tapan, the military commandant of the party. But he managed
Lo escape arrest. _ ‘

Police caught Putul, 27, and her mother Aleya, 45, who in [ace ol
police iInterrogation gave their identity as members of the party:.

They also recovered important documents and many posters and
leaflets of the party from their possession. _

Police said the documents contained the names and motives ol at
least 40 Killings in the region.

A report from BSS says: Overall law and order in Barisal division Is

Erosion onslaught continues

deteriorating day by day.

According to official sources, a total of 3,906 offences including 107
Killings were committed in six southern districts under the division in

the last eight months.

According to unofficial sources, the number ol offences might be
higher than those figures, which registered in the eriminal books of
Police Department here in the period till September 30. Of the total
killings, 25 committed in Barisal district, 20 in Bhola, nine in
Jhalakathi, 10 in Pirojpur, 19 in Patuakhall and 24 in Barguna.

A total of 143 rapes were committed In the districts of Barisal,
Jhalakathi, Bhola, Pirojpur, Patuakhal and Barguna in the period.

Some 63 dacoities including [ive in Barisal, six In Bhola, four in
Jhalakati, 10 in Pirojpur, five in Patuakhali and 33 in Barguna dis-
tricts were committed In this division in the period. Meanwhile, 39
arms cases have also been liled In these districts. Of these, 17 cases
have been filed in Barisal district, two in Bhola, five in Jhalakatd, two in
Barguna, seven in Pirojpur and six in Patuakhali district.

Besides, 281 women and children repression cases, 41 cases under
PSA and 320 theft cases have been registered in this period.

A total of 2,810 different offences on acid throwing, black market-
ing, robberies, possessions of explosives was also committed here In
these districts within eight months.

People of the locality called upon the law enforcing agencies to check
the ongoing criminal activities in these districts soon.

UNB from Barguna reports: Police, In their speclal drive in Barguna
district, arrested 230 people wanted in various cases here in last 15

days.

Of them, 70 were held in GR cases, 104 in CR cases, 23 In regular

cases, and 25 under Section 54 and eight absconding convicts.

Besides, the law enforcers recovered a pistol, a pipe gun and

arrested a man along with seven litres of wine during their drive.

5 lakh hectares of croplands devoured in six S dists in 10 yrs

From Aroop Talukdar

BARISAL, Nov 7: River erosion
devoured more than five lakh
hectares of croplands, some 25
thousand dwelling houses, over
15 thousand educational institu-
tions, and a large number of
religious establishments in six
southern districts under Barisal
division during the last ten years.

Besides. erosion by the rivers
Meghna, Tetulia, Lohalia, Paira,
Sugandhya, Sandhya,
Karkhana, Bishkhali, Ilisha,
Kacha, Kirtonkhola, Baleswar
ana Arial Khan still continues
almost unabated in Barisal,
Patuakhali, Bhola, Pirojpur,
Jhalakati and Barguna districts,
devouring croplands and home-
steads.

People, who live by riversides,
have become panicky due to
continuous river erosion. For this
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dwelling houses were devoured
by the river Kacha, local people
| said. Besides, a launch terminal
and a bridge were devoured dur-
ing the last two years.

Keramat Ali Sikder, a 75-year-
| old man of Hularhat Bandar area,

local people always urge the
. governments to do the needful,
| but nothing substantial has been
done.

Now a food godown, fertiliser
godown, BIWTA's pilot office are
on the verge ol extinction. Mean-
time, erosion has already
engulfed a portion of Telikhali
bazaar area. As a result, a pri-
mary school, a post office, a
Madrasha, a seed godown and a
secondary school are facing ero-
sion threat.

reason, meantime, many families
have shifted their houses in safer
places. Usually people get anx-

Erosion going on continuously by the River Meghna along Mirjakalu
Bazaar area under Borhanuddin upazila in Bhola district.

NG The Bishkhali River of Barguna
district is considered to be one of
the furious rivers in the southern
region. Now, the river has become

RAJSHAHI, Nov 7: Rajshahl is
gradually becoming a city of
traffic jams.

The problem of traffic jams Is
growing more acute day by day
crealing immense sufferings for
the city dwellers, but the con-
cerned authorities are vet to take
any Initiative to resolve the prob-
lem.

The principal reasons behind
the problem, according to the
concerned sources, are compara-
tively less number of wide roads,
increasing number of vehicles,
possession of the footpaths and
the roads by the vendors, viola-
tion of tralfic rules and negli-
gence of traffic police. :

The number of roads in the city
Is not sufficlent enough to meet
the demands. After liberation,
only a road of about two kilome-
ters lnnf{ was built from Utsav
cinema hall to Rajshahi Silk
Factory crossing during early
nineties. Another wide road was
constructed during mid-eighties
in Shaheb Bazar, heart of the city.
About half a Kkilometers long
street starts from Alupatti cross-
ing to Sonadighi crossing.

Rajshahi City Corporation
(RCC) sources sald that popula-
Lion ol Lthe city had doubled in last

29 years alter liberation. Number
of vehicles plying in the city now
will be four times more than that
in 1972, During the period num-
ber of roads did not increase at all

. in comparison with the increas-
ing number of population and
vehicles.

Traffic''jams$ ‘have beécome a
regular feature and more acute
especially in Shaheb Bazar area,
Bata crossing, Rani Bazar area,
Malopara area, Stadium Railway
Gate crossing, Laxmipur cross-
ing and New Market area.

Footpaths and side-walks of
most ol the roads are blocked by
vendors who open their tempo-
rary shops on the roads and by
the permanent shopowners who
display some of this goods on the
roads. Dumping construction
materials on the roads for build-
ing new markets and houses is
also a big problem.

Loading and wunloading of
vehicles has become a permanent

A city of traffic jam

From Abdul Wadood

cause of traffic jam In Malopara
and Rani Bazar areas. Rajshahi
Metropolitan Police (RMP)
authorities take some inltiatives
now and then to make the roads
and footpaths clear, but the
initiatives go In vain mainly for
pressures from the political
parties, RMP sources 5:11(F

Processions and rallies
brought out and organised by
different organisations mainly by
Egllucal parties and student

dies also contribute to creating
traffic jams in Shaheb Bazar
area. It has become an everyday
phenomenon in Shaheb Bazar
area to hold meeting and rallies
on the road blocking traffic move-
ment.

Another reason behind the
causation of traffic jams in the
city Is violation of traffic rules.
Nobody even police personnel
cares to follow the traffic rules in
Rajshahi.

There are a large number of
unlicensed rickshaws In the eity
which are pulled by untrained
I)mple. Most of them know very
ittle about traffic rules,

Moreover, negligence of the
traffic police In performing their
duties has also become a big
problem regarding tratlic jams in
the city.

Traffic police are often seen
standing on the roads indiffer-
ently. And somewhere, as at
Shaheb Bazar, C&B -crossing,
Talaimani crossing, Bus Termi-
nal area and Stadium Railgate

crossing, ey are.seen to remain.

busy with collection of illegal tolls
from the goods-carrying trucks.

Another problem has recently
been created by the rent-a-car
traders. They have not their own
garage. The keep standing thelr
cars and microbuses on the roads
creating traffic jams. Private
truck-owners also make ftraffic
problem in a similar way.

It is alleged that police receives
daily tolls fixed by them from the
rent-a-car, microbus and truck
owners for letting their vehicles
stand on the roads. Such type of
unauthorised stands will be at
least 50 in number in the whole
city.
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ious during the rainy season
when erosion takes serious turn.
Severely erosion affected areas
in Barisal districl are Kazirchar,
Sreepur, Lata, Alimabad,
Kaliganj. Andharmanik, Bhanga,
Mallikpur and Dewanbari in
Mehendiganj upazila, Charkana,

area in Muladi upazila, Mirjaganij,
Rahimganj and Doarika ferry
ghat in Babuganj upazila,
Shikarpur Bandar and
Dasherhat in Ujirpur upazila and
some parts in Banaripara.

In Pirojpur district, erosion has

—-Star photo
Sandhva Kirtonkhola and Paira
were eroded in the last couple of
years.

Kaukhali.
Inderhat,

Hularhat,
Swarupkathi,
Indurkani, Sreeramkati,
and

furious, threatening many areas
in Barguna launch terminal,
Chhanbunia and Haringhata.

In Patuakhali, Laukati and
Lohalia rivers have been devour-
ing Lankehti, Telikhall and
Bighai villages, causing concern
among villagers,
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Chandramohan in Sadar upazila,
Memania, Hizlabandar,
Badartuni and Aliganj in Hizla
upazila, Safipur, Patharchar,
Khasurhat and Muladi Bandar

also taken a serious turn this
year, according to reporis. At
least 20 rural bazaars along the
rivers of Baleswar, Kacha,

Telikhali, Charkhali
Tushkhali bazaar areas are now
facing erosion threat.

So far nearly 300 shops, com-
mercial establishments and

The mighty river Meghna in
Bhola is engulfing huge areas of
Chowkighata of Daulatkhan
upazila.

Boro and winter crops cultivation in Habiganj and Kushtia districts
may face a setback due to acute seed scarcity, reports UNB.

Farmers sald that they could not preserve the required seeds last
season as flash flood, Incessant rain and other natural calamities
damaged paddy on a vast tract of land.

Agriculture Extension Department (AED) sources said in last sea-
son, a total of 87,900 hectares of land had been brought under Boro
cultivation against the target of 82,010 hectares. |

‘But, the output was not satisfactory due to the natural calamity,"
sald an official of AED. The flash flood damaged crops on 6,350 hect-
ares of land, he added.

Itis alleged that the authority so far made no arrangements o sup-
ply seeds from BADC and Nagura Agriculture Research Institute (NARI)
o the farmers.

Meanwhile, farmers of adjacent Sunamganj and Kishoreganj dis-
tricts are also coming here in search of seeds as the two districts are
also facing seed crisis.

The government has decided to distribute 121 tons of seeds in the
district in the current season and BADC has already sanctioned 52.50
tons through its dealers.

Under its agriculture rehabilitation programme, AED has also fixed
d larget to distribute 21 tons of seeds in eight upazilas, officials said.

But the farmers alleged that they are yet to gel the seeds from the

- concerned authorities. NARI s yet to distribute seeds, although It has

taken a programme to distribute 29 tons.

It is alleged that an Non-Governmental Organisation (NGO), taking
the advantage of the situation, s selling seeds at high prices. It Js tak-
Ing Tk 20 to Tk 25 from the farmers for each kg seeds against the goy-
ernment rate of Tk 14. :

It Is apprehended that a large portion of cultivable lands would

‘Seed scarcity may hit Boro,
winter crops hard

remain fallow In the current Boro season if the seeds were not available
during the season.

The cultivation of winter crops In different parts of Kushtia district is
being hampered due to acute scarcity of seeds,

Some flood-affected farmers sald acute scarcity of seeds of various
winter crops has been prevailing shattering the hopes of the growers.,

Poor farmers can hardly buy seeds of varlous winter crops as a little
quantity of seeds, available In local markets, is being sold at high rate.

Huge quantity of seeds of different crops have been damaged by the
recent flood.

In last year, BADC distributed some 15 types of seeds of vegetables,
wheal, maize and potato. Varlous NGOs also distributed about seven
tons of seeds of vegetables to give support government's agriculture
rehabilitation programme,

Being enthuslastie, the larmers are preparing their lands to cultivate
winter crops lo recoup losses caused by devastating flood.

Agriculture Extension Department sources sald floodwater and
other natural calamities, including cyclonic storm, damaged crops
worth Tk 100 crore In the district,

The Padma and the Gorai marked rise three times In last three
months damaging seedbeds and newly sowed crops.

Now the farmers have again started cultivating winter vegetables
and crops.

Some 5,900 hectares of land In seven upazilas are brought under
winter crops cultivation with an output target of 1,500 tons per hect-
ares,

The crops Include Boro paddy, wheat, maize, potato, sweet potato,
mustard, groundnut, various pulses. onlon, garlic. sesame, chill.
ginger and turmeric,
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Community clinics for villagers

KISHOREGANJ, Nov 7: As part of the government commitment
o reach healthcare facilities (o the doorsteps of rural people,
some 313 community clinics will be set up here by 2003, reports
UNB.

Upazila-wise breakup of clinics: Pakundia-31, Hossalnpur-23,
Kultarchar-19, Mithamoin- 15, Sadar-35, Bajitpur-24, Bhairah.
18, Nikli-15, Tarall-20, Aushtagram-19, Itna-18, Karimganj-35
and Katiadi-4 1. Under the programme, one community clinic will
be set up for every 6,000 people (for 4,500 in the hilly and haor
areas) In rural areas. The clinics will provide health services as
‘'one-stop-service-centres.’

Woman killed by wild elethm

RANGAMATI, Nov 7: A woman was Killed and five people were
injr -~ ~~hen a herd of wild elephants attacked asleep villagers at
Gulshakhall in Longadu upazila early Sunday, reports UNB.

The deceased was (dentified as Rahima Begum, 45. But the
identities of the Injured could not be known. Villagers said the
elephants returned to a nearby ‘Jarul’ garden before dawn.

Training programme
DINAJPUR, Nov 7: A seven-day training programme for female
entrepreneurs began at LGED auditorium here on Monday,
reports UNB. |
- Organised by National Woman Organisation- (NOW), the
prlc;?ﬂmme was Inaugurated by its Chairperson IV Rahman. A
total of 32 promising women, who are running various Income-
generating-programmes taking loans from Rural Women Devel-
opment Project of the organisation, are participating in the train-
ing programme. Speaking on the occasion, IV Rahman said the
government Is implementing various programmes for the soclo-
economic and political empowerment of women. She said NOW
has so far trained 2,216 enterprising and enthusiastic women
and disbursed over Tk 3.62 crore among 1,090 women for their
soclo-economic development.

Workshop

A workshop on empowering local government bodies was held
recently at Santhia Upazila Auditorium in Pabna distriet, says a
press release.

Organised by International Voluntary Services (IVS) in collabo-
ration with Samata, an NGO, it was attended by ADM of Pabna
Jamal Uddin as chief guest and Abdul Matin, country director of
IVS, as speclal guest. Abdul Quader, executive director of
Samala, presided over. Among others, UNO of Santhia
Wahedunnabl Sarkar, Santhia upazila Awami League president
Mozzamel Haq Khan, upazila unit president of BNP Makbul
Hossain, journalists Ranesh Maltra, Abdus Shahid Dudu, Abdul
Matin Khan, besides some UP members spoke on the occasion.

Urs

Annual Urs of Hazrat Shah Khalilur Rahman will be held on
November 12 at Garpara Imam Barl Darbar Sharif in Manikganj,
says a press release.

All followers and well wishers have been requested to attend
the Ursto earn blessings.

Electricity goes to 1,793 villages

| COMILLA, Nov 7: Comilla Polli Bidyut Samity-1 has set up
2,998km power lines in seven upazilas and one upazila in
Munshiganj district, reports UNB.
| The samity has provided connections to 1,793 villages in 110
unions of Bobura, Chandina, Meghna. Daudkandi, Homna,
Muradnagar and Debidwar upazilas of Comilla and Gazaria
upazila ol Munshiganj district. Starting from January 12, 1981
tie samity, so far, provided 90,703 resiclential, 1,829 industrial,
12,614 commercial and 2,608 deep and shallow tubewell and LLP
connections apart from 2,005 ones in religious and educational
institutions. The samity has been ninning its activities, including
supply, distribution and line maintenance, through six zonal
offices and 10 complain centres in Comilla and Munshigani
districts.

Reception
| BRAHMONBARIA, Nov 7: Renowned teacher Sheikh Abu
Hamed was accorded a grand reception at Deora village in Sarail
here on Friday for his outstanding contribution to the language
movement and spread of education, reports BSS. 2
Agrodoot Samajkalyan Sangha organised the reception for him
who was the founding principal of Sarail College. Ruhul Amin, a
social worker presided over the function. Chairman of the Board
of Directors of the state run news agency, BSS Prof AAMS Arefin
Siddiqui, News Editor of BSS Aminul Islam Bedu, Rowshan Islam
I Bedu, Managing Director of JCM Group Meochammad Baten,
Principal of Sarail Degree College Abdul Ahad Bhuiyan, Head-
master of Kalikachcha Patshala High School Abdul Wahab, poet
Wahid Rahman, social worker AKM Igbal Azad, local UP chair-
man Saef Ullah Thakur, Major (Retd) Kamrul Abedin, executive of
Saiham Group M Hasan Ahmed and journalist MA Quddus,
among others, addressed the reception.

i
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Prof AAMS Arefin Siddiqui of the Department of Mass
Communication and Journalism, Dhaka University speaking
at reception accorded recently to the renowned personalities of
Brahmanbana district by Agrodoot Samajkalyan Sangha, a
welfare organisation in Brahmanbaria. —Star photo
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