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Peer Chan, CAT's palaagan adaptation of lbsen's Peer Gynt,staged.

By Fayz; Hagq

ENTRE for Asian Theatre

presented Peer Chan at the

Public Library auditorium
recently, In it | Kamaluddin Nilu,
the director dealt with a young
man's journey from dream to
reality in a universal perspective,
Peer Chan remains young
throughout the production
because the director wishes to
convey a vislon of hope for the
future.

The play is based on Henrlk
Ibsen's Peer Gynt and originally it
was presented as a stage play 135
years ago. Its theme, charactlers,
metaphors and lore were origi-
nally Nonwvegian. When Syed
Shamsul Hug made the adapta-
ton he had to find parallel
grounds for Peer Gynt in Bangla-
desh. It is not a literal translation
but his own adaptation which
took up a lot of his time.

Says Syed Shamsul Huq: "In
the Bangladesh context 1 have
transposed the whole metaphysi-
cal quest into a socio-political
one. | have tried to create a
historigraphic of the people of
Bengal and thelir struggle over the
centuries for liberation from
hunger, oppression, and injustice
encapsulating those into one
figure , that of Peer Chan, a per-
sonification of a common Bangla
man. As it goes with the people of
Bangladesh, the land as mother-
land is seen as the mother figure,
perhaps never so strongly by any
other people that 1 know of any-
where in the world, both vivid and

overpowering and in all its splen-
dour”.

"The dreaming of Peer Gynt
becomes Peer Chan in the play,
who is shocked into realisation of
the cruel reality of Bangladesh by
his mother's plight, her being
poor,homeless and denied of
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basic human rights™.

“Inspired by Ibsen's Peer Gynt
in writing Peer Chan, | have
adopted the structure, mode and
tonality of our’ palagaan, 'a lorm
of Bangladeshi folk play. The
construction, diction, and style,
though traditional have been

Rokeva Rafique as the mother and Munir Ahmed as son performing
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charged with new life. I have tried
to work out a form which would
be traditional on the surface but
fresh and contemporary In spirit,
After all, the theatre is a commu-
nication handed down to us from
the dim past but is renewed vigor-
ously and creatively every time we

Fd

Rokeya Rafique plays the helpless mother

CAT's Peer Chan
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take itup.”

Kamaluddin Nilu adds. "I have
attempted to create encounters
between East and West mainly by
blending oriental acting styles
with movements which, Lo a large
extent, are Inspired by western
ballet movements. The acting
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style is theatrical, as for instance |

found in Bangladesh mainly in
the traditional ‘'jatra’. Other
aspects of the acting style used in
the production are inspired by
traditional theatrical forms found
mainly in India, China and

Japan.”

The plot of the play iIs Peer
Chan's journey from a dream

world into reality. He lives a life of |

poverty with his mother Asiya. He
escapes Into an imaginary world
of hunting golden deer and build-
ing golden palaces and these
dreams never come true, He is so
lost in his imaginary world that
he fails to take care of his love for
Shohagi. After his mother's death
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HBO November Highlights

See blockbusters like Jerry Maguire,

By Cultural Correspondent

1E new satellite channel In

the block, HBO presents

some outstanding movies

for the viewers this Novem-
ber. Here are some highlights.

Shakespeare in Love
Starring: Joseph Fiennes,
Guwyneth Paltrow, Ben AfJleck
Alirdate: November 18th at 22:00

An Academy Award winner for
Best Picture and Best Actress
(Gwyneth Paltrow), this plcture
has also been honored in the
Golden Globes and on many
critics’ top ten lists the year It was
released. And it Is easy Lo see why
-- an Incisive screenplay by Marc
Norman and playwright Tom
Stoppard as well as a stellar cast:
besides Fiennes, Paltrow and
Affleck, there is Academy Award
winner Geolflfrey Rush and
renowned Britlsh actress Judi
Dench, who steals every scene
she is In as Queen Elizabeth. Set
in 1590, Flennes is a rising young
star in London theatre by the
name of Willlam Shakespeare. Al
the moment we find him, he is
undergoing one of the greatest
crises of TIIS career -- writer's
block. Somehow or other, he just
can't seem (o get going on his
latest play. "Romeo and Ethel, the
Pirate's Daughter.” Enter Lady
Viola (Gywneth Paltrow), a bud-

Batman & Robin
November 10 at 5:30p.m.)

ding young actress at a time when
girls were forbidden from acting.
Suddenly the words start to flow
from young Will's quill, and it
looks like the play will have a
happy ending, at least in real life.
Alas, Lady Viola is already com-

' mitted to Lord Wessex. What's an
_ - ordinary playwright todo?
Peer Chan realises his [alse hopes |
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Alrdate: November 25th at 22:00

Can friendship replace sex?
What's more important, beauty or
brains? Oscar-winning actor,
roducer, director Barbra

treisand asks hersell these

decides to become a go-go dancer
and son Rusly turns into a h

roller who draws the attention of
the Mob.

Batman & Robin

Steel Magnolias (Air Date November 14 at 10:00p.m.)

questions in this tender romantic
comedy. She plays a Columbia
professor who enters iInto a
unique marital aFJeemenl with
her colleague Jeff Bridges. The
terms being --intellect and cama-
raderie supplant ssion. But
Barbra complicates life by under-
going a makeover that trans-
Plants her Into a raving beauty.
oor Bridges is now attracted
physically to her. A high-powered
supporting cast, including Pierce
Brosnan, Lauren Bacall, Mimi
Rogers and EIllI Macpherson,
charge the proceedings. And yes,
Barbra sings!

National Lampoon's

Vegas Vacation
Starring: Chevy Chase, Beverly
D'Angelo, Randy Quaid Airdate:

November 9th at 22:00

Chevy Chase and Clark
Griswold are back in another
installment of the outrageously
funny 'National Lampoon’ series.
This time, Clark and Ellen and
thelr teenage children are headed
for Las Vegas for what Clark bills
as a chance to bond and an
opportunity to renew Mom and
Dad's wedding vows. Nelther, of
course, works out -- at least not in

Starring.: George Clooney, Chris
O'Donnell, Arnol;
Schwarzenegger, Una Thurman

Alrdate: November 10th at 17:30

Join the fearless capped cru-
saders, Batman & Robin, as the
battle to save Gotham City from
the coolest -- and cruelest --
villain yet, Mr. Freeze. Batman
(George Clooney) and Robin
(Chris O'Donnell) must stop the
evil Mr. Freeze (Arnold
Schwarzenegger) from putting
the ice on'Gotham City. But when
Mr. Freeze teams up with the
toxic Poison vy (Uma Thurman)
to carry out his plan. the end

- Freeze and Polson Ivy?

Batman & Robin and Steel Magnolia

appears near for the city and the

1amic duo. But with the arrival
of Batgirl (Alicla Sllverstone) the
dynamic duo becomes a tran-
scendent trio who might just
stand a chance against the cold
and calculating Freeze. This
fourth eplsode of the blockbuster
theatrical series contains spec-
tacular action-packed adventure
and super-cool effects. Will the
capped trio be able to stop Mr.
Tune Into
Channel”,

vour favorite "Bat

HBO, to find out.

Heaven's Burning

Starring: Russel Crowe, Youki
Kudoh

Alrdate: November 10th at 20:00

What else is there to say? It's
Hollywood's Man-Of-the-Moment
Mr. Gladiator himself, Russell
Crowe. That alone should be
enough reason to walch ,this
movie about a cross cultural
romance that starts off in the
most unromantic setting of a
bank robbery. Midori is an
unhappy Japanese bride honey-
mooning in Australia. Desperale
to escape, she stages her own
kldn:ii) ing only to be kidnapped
in real life when she witnesses a
bank robbery. Colin, the getaway
driver senses that her lile Is In
danger and decides to save her
from an untimely death. This
offer of ald leads to a quest for
freedom and a discovery of love.

Jury Duty
Starring: Pauly Shore, Tia
Carrere

Alrdate: November 13th at 22:00

Pauly Shore plays an unem-
ployed loser who géts the freebie
of a lifetime -- jury duty. As an
unlikely juror he tries to prolong
the court deliberations so that he
can wallow in the comforts of the
luxury hotel in which the jurors
are sequestered. Soon, his fellow
jurors tire of the case and have a
new agenda -- to kill Pauly.

o -

v

il
Ea

...-'i

R ecommendations |

Indian Classical

Music And Dance

Indian H Commission in
| Dhaka will t Ustad
Wasifuddin and Priy
Patel, who bring some
elernal entertainment to
the city at the Dance and
| Music estival begi on
the 14 of November. t
Patel will her Manipuri
treat on November 14 fol-
lowed a solo recital by
Ustad Wasifuddin on
the 15th at the National
Museum auditorium.

Workshop

Bishwashahittya Kendra
Chalacchitra Chakra
started a workshop on
Russian filmmaker Andre
Tarkovoski's fllms and
thoughts on November 3 at
the Bishwashahittya
Kendra premises.

The course will come to
anend today.

1st Solo

Photography

The inaugural ceremony
of the eleven daylong 1st
R}mtngraphy exhibition by

ustafa Faroque Wahid
was held at the Arial Centre.
Eminent photographer Dr
Noazesh ahmed was pres-
ent as chlef guest. Artist
Mustafa Manwar and
Shamsuzzaman Khan
director general, Bangla-
desh Natlonal Museum
were also present as spe-
clal guests.

The exhibition will
remain open everyday from
2-8 p.m.

Film Screening

In commemoration of the
75th birth annive of
renowned Bengali film
maker Ritwik Ghatak
Chalachitram Film Society
in collaboration with the
High Commission of India,
Dhaka has been screening
some of his films at the
Indian High Commission
3uditorium frorn November

| -Toda{:glﬁlhe film titled

1 Komhl Gandtar 1061 will
be screened. A seminar

and understands that he must The Mirror has Two E,he 3’“& _thf: de-r’:fuézﬂ:y beiwedﬂ‘ titled Ritwik Ghatak Agni
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Out for Blood on Star Movies at 12:00 mid-

L]

night. Jhon Decker is an attorney living the
American dream until his family brutally
murdered by vicious drug dealers.
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Report 7:00 BBC
World News Ine. Asla
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9:00 World News
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Report  10:00 BBC
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World Living : Holi-
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Living. Talkin
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Living: Life-The On- ESPN

going Story 12:35 8:00 NFL Football (1)
World Business Minnesota Vikings
Report 13:45 World ys,
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HARDtalk (Pre- mnational Edition
senter- Tim 12:00 Pro Billiards:
Sebastin) 2:30 World 2000 Int'l Challen
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Sportscenter LIVE
2:00 ltallan
Hilities: Itallan Serie

Football

ness Report 5:00  2000/2001Highligh
BBC Newsdesk Inc. s 3:00 IAAF Track &
World Business Feld: World Junior
Report/24 Hours Championdahlps
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STAR SPORTS
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Goswami) 6:30

Ramkal:}}

(Sahtrughan, Hema

Malini)

-

Jag
1

and Harmet's wed-
ding turn into &

i‘

nightmare for all

concerned.
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