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Salas hopes
for the best

ROME. Nov 6: Lazio's Chil-
ean striker Marcelo Salas will

ask his national team coacl
Nelson Acosta this week if he
can arrive 24 hours later than
planned for the World Cup
2002 qualifier with Argentina
on November 15, the player
sald Sunday, reports AFP,

Salas hopes to get Acosta’s
approval to fly out next Sunday,
allowing him to play for the
Italian champions in Saturday's
titanic battle with Juventus at
Turin.

Salas sald: "I spoke with the
coach Acosta and they want me
to go to Chile on the Saturday
but I asked him I it was possi-
ble to play at Turin and then go
the day after.” :

Salas, who said he would
speak to Acosta again this
week, is determined not to lose
his place in the Lazio team after
regaining a starting role be-
cause D#Ihf_‘ injury to Claudio
Lopez, the club's Argentinian
forwvard who is facing four
months on the sidelines after
SUrgery.

I want to get a run-out with
Juve." said Salas. "For us it is a
very important match.”

Salas said his return to La-
zio action had helped him forget
his disappointment at the col-
lapse of a much-touted move to
(nter Milan.

"Al the end of the day | am
happy to stay here,” he said.
"But now 1 must start to play
regularly. At the end | am
happy to stay in the capital but
although I am fine we will have
to see at the end of the season.”

Salas made an impressive
first-ream return against Bolo-
gna, setting up the first goal for
Pave]l Nedved of the Czech Re-
public in a 2-0 victon,

Taibi shifts
bllaine

REGGIO CALABRIA. ltaly,
Nov 6. Reggina goalkeeper Mas-
simo Taibi admitted his blunder
allowed Juventus to win Sun-
day's Serie A match but
promptly blamed the referee for

a falling to spot a foul in an |
the |

incident which turned
match on its head. reports AFP

Taibi, who acquired a repu-
tation as a serial bungler dur-
ing his brief stay at Manchester
United. was left red-faced a
minute before interval when he
came haring out of his area to
head the ball straight to the feet
of David Trezeguet who then
found the space to crack the
ball home with the goalkeeper
Stranded.

That put Juventus on the
way to a 2-0 victory with
Trezeguet scoring both goals,
but Taibi only accepted part of
the “ blame, ipsisting referee
Domenico Messina should have
penalised Alessandro Del Piero
for obstructing him

‘I am always ready to as-
sume respaonsibility for my
mistakes," said Taibi. "But tlie
first goal conditioned the entire
game.”

Taibi added: "Del Piero's foul
was blatant. If the television
pictures prove me wrong | will
make a public apology. My
leam-mates saw it too: only the
referee did not.”

The defeat continues a wor-
rying slump for Reggina who
beat Inter Milan in their open-
INng Serie A match - a win that
heralded the sacking of Inter
coach Marcello Lippi - but have
now lost rtherr subsequent four
matches

Berger's
season
over?

LONDON. Nov 6: English
Premiersiup  outfit  Liverpool
may have lost Czech Republic

star Patrik Berger for the rest of
the season after a recurrence of
his Knee injury. reports AFP

The midfielder was carried
olf in agonv during the 4-3 de-
feat at Leeds on Saturday and
will this week flv to America to
undergo surgery by top
cialist Richard Stedman

It means 26-vear-old Berge:
i denied the chance to plav in
his homeland on Thursday witl)
Liverpool in their UEFA Cup
second  leg  against  Slovan
Libere«

Berger suffered a knee injury
in the first game of the season
at home to Bradford.

Now it has flared up again
and Liverpool fear that even
after surgery in Colorado where
otedman works, it could take
Berger until the middle of next
vedr to fully recover

Stedman has already per-
formed career-saving knee sur-
gerv on Liverpool captain Jamie
Redknapp this season and the
England man is now back In
training and hoping for a Janu-
arv comeback

Referring to Berger's injury
alter Saturdav's defeat, Liver-
poal boss Gerard Honllier said:
‘Never mind losing the game al
Elland Road |
plaver 100

Bonfrere’s
recipe for
F. L ]l

LAGOS, Nov 6: Nigerian In-
ternational Finidi George has to
show his worth for new Spanish
side Real Mallorca before he
can earn a recall to the national
team. natianal coach Jo Bon-
frere said here Sunday. reports
AFP.

Finidi has not been playing
well for Mallorca. | need to see
him playing well and regularly
too for his club before |1 can
include him in my plans for
both the World Cup amd Na-
tions Cup.” Bonfrere told a local
radio station.

It's really worrving that our
top plavers like Finidi have
been struggling to find their feet

at their clubs. This 1s not good

for the national teamn.” he
added .
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Serie A

Batistuta, Roma on fire

ROME. Nov 6
Lidinese stretched
their lead at the
top of the [talian
First Division
here Sunday, a 2.
O home victory over Lecce see-

ing them push a point clear of

the chasing pack, reports AFP

Second-half goals from Ar-
gentinian - Roberto Sosa  and
substitute Massimo Margiotta
ensured Lulgi De Canio's men
go clear - before the weekend
they led only on goals scored
from Atalanta who drew 3-3 in
a thriller with AC Milan at the
San Siro and are relegated (o
third.

Up to second are AS Roma
whose Argentinian striker
Gabriel Batistuta scored a sec-
ond-half hat-trick to overturn
an interval delicit and ensure
his side won 4-2 at Brescia.

Another man in formm was
French striker David Trezeguet,
who scored twice as Juventus
ended an indifferent run with a
well-deserved 2-0 triumph at
Reggina.

Inter Milan came back twice
to draw 2-2 at 10-man Verona
in the Sunday evening match in
a game that saw the visitors'
striker Christian Vieri return as
a second-half substitute after a
live-month injury absence.

But Udinese are top al-
though De Canio admitted his
team would face a tough task to
stay in pole position.

"We are up against somne
very good teams with the likes
of Parma. Juventus and Roma.”
admitted the Udinese coach.
"But we are happy to be occu-
pving that place right now."

On a day of incident-packed
games the San Siro clash
probably took the honours with
AC Milan coming from 3-1
down at the break to snatch a
3-3 draw with Atalanta.

Cristiano Doni - one of three
Atalanta plavers facing maitch-
fixing allegations - gave the
unfashionable visitors from
Bergamo the lead after 21 min-
utes,

Three minutes later Brazil-
ian Serginho equalised for the
San Siro giants, [liring home

[rom a tight angle but in first-
hall stoppage time Milan were
rocked with a combination
punch from Atalanta

First Doni converted a pen-
altyv and then Fausto Rossini
made it 3-1 with a header in a
classic counterattack

Earlv in the second half
German’ striker Oliver Bierhofi
pulled one back for AC Milan
before an Andriv Schevchenko
spot kick completed the come-
back

Roma. whose 2-0 defeat by
Inter in midweek had toppled
them from the summit. took an
early lead al. Brescia with
French defender Vincent 'Can-
dela on the mark alter 13 min-
Hies

But nine minutes later Pier-
paolo Bisoli squared the match

tfor Brescia and in first-half
imnjury tune veteran striker
Dario Hubner gave the hosts

the lead from the penalty spot

Batistuta equalised in the
second period and went on to
net again after 78 and 90 min-
utes.

"We were not at our best in
the first period.” admitted Ba-
tistuta. who now tops the Serie
A goalscoring charts with six
goals. "We played well but not
well enough but we were a dif-
ferent team in the second half.”

His coach Fabio Capello said
the midweek defeat had not
disturbed him. saving: "I had

no worries with the tean atter
the San Siro match - 1 think

this squad of players Is capable

of great things.”

Juventus, meanwhile, de-
served  their win  at  Reggio
Calabria,

Trezeguet made the break-

through for the Blanconeri just
before the interval to put them
in good heart ahead of next
week's crunch  Champlons
League match in Athens with
Panathinaikos. .

Trezeguet struck his  [lirst
after Reggina goalkeeper Mas-
simo Taibl - a former Man-
chester United player hadl
hopelessly committed himsell,
leaving an unguarded goal.

Trezeguet also bagged the
sécond, heading home Alessan-
dro Del Piero's freekick in the
second period.

Just as important

lor Ju-
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coach Marco Tardelll. "But we
showed determination and gol
ourselves back (n the game."

Vicenza's Vincenze Som-
mese. returning to his natjve
city, gave his side a 2-1 win at
bottom side Napoli,

sommese struck first before

Napoli's  highlv-rated Czech
striker Marek Jankulovski re-
stored parity with a brilllant
strike,

But Sommese struck his
second shortly after the re-

sumption to leave Napoli coacl
Zdenek Zeman's position look-
ing precarious with one point in
five pames despite some heavy
(nvestment by the newly-
promoted club - a board meet-
ing has been convened Monday.

Parma pulled off their sec-
ond win of the week when in-
form  Cameroonian Patrick
Mboma struck the only goal

-

AS Roma’s superstar Gabriel Batistuta (L) and Japanese

Hidetoshi Nakata in action
against Brescia on November

verntus will be the fact that therr
under-fire defence kept a clean
sheet.

"We did very well." said a re-
lieved Juventus coach Carlo
Ancelotti. "It was exactly the
performance we wanted."

Verona took the lead at
home to Inter Milan when
Emiliano Bonazzoli - their loan
signing from Parma - gave them
a 16th minute lead but 10
minutes later Francisco Javier
Farinos equalised for Inter after
being set up by Uruguayan
Alvaro Recoba

Vincenzo Italiano put Verona
back in front on the verge of the
interval but within a minute the
goalscorer was sent ofl.

In the second half Vieri came
on as a substitute for Clarence
Seedorf and hit the bar with a
header but it was Turk Hakan
Sukur who came up with the
priceless equaliser after 8]
minutes, finishing off a move
instigated bv Andrea Pirlo.

We lac Ked concentration
and we were punished for some
defensive errors.” admitted Inter

during their Serie A outing

!]

—AFP photo
three minutes from time at
Bari.

Parma coach Alberto Male-

sani. whose position now seems
secure alter some early-season

mishaps, believed the return
from a long-term injury ' of
French midfielder Alain Bog;

hossian has helped give his side
a better balance.
Malesani

said: "It was a
beautiful performance. Boghos-
sian's return has been very

important for us,”

In Saturday's two matches
defending champions Lazio
defeated Bologna 2-0 at home
with goals from Czech Pavel
Nedved and Argentinian Hernan
Crespo.

Earlier, Fiorentina had

crashed at home 4-3 to Perugia
lor whom Greek striker Zisis
Vryzas scored a hat-trick and
Luca Saudati one.

Goals from Angelo di Livio
and Brazilian Leandro (two)
proved in vain for the Florence
outfit whose Turkish coach
Fatih Teriin under renewed
pressure.
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England suits Wiltord fine

PARIS. Nov 6
They say home is
were the heart is
but for Arsenal
lorward  Svlvain
Wiltord the true
arit. and elegance. of the Eng-
bsh game are just two of the
many attractions of life in the
Premiership, repa.rts AFP

And while the French inter-
national is still longing for op-
poritnties  from manager Ar-
sene Wenger to shine on the
park. the sparkle of life in Lon-
don is otherwise suiting him
down to a tee

Wiltord had his first taste of
what would regularly await him
from the fans on the day his
transfer from French side Bor-
deaux finally came through.

And although currently
without the home comforfs of
permanent residence, he says
life in London - as compared to
France - is simply "too good".

speaking to French sporis
daily L'Equipe, Wiltord said:

It was amazing." he saiil of
the reaction from the Highbury
faithful when his transfer from
Bordeaux was finally com-
pleted '

"When | paraded my Arsenal
shirt to the crowd the first time
| arrived in the ground they
gave me an ovaltion.”

"And they hadn't even seen
me play. That really touched
me,” he added.

Seeing Wiltord play might is
something that, in E]ueml;nh't*
terms, might have skipped the
average Arsenal fans' attention.
But for his lack of presence
in the starting Hne-up. the
European champion has regu-
larly shown glimpses of fhe
promise he holds in his total
946 minutes of play.

Out of Arsenal’s total of 14

matches this season Wiltord
has only started five. and in
that tiine he has only scored

three goals.
And while the positive attj-

.

tude of fans in the street is wel-

come motivation in his period of
want, it is a far crv from the
regular time he was used to at
Rennes. Deportivo.La Coruna in
Spain. and Bordeaux

The sell-confessed joker
not having the last laugh in his
current spell on the Arsenal
substitutes bench.

[here's nothing 1 like better
than competing.” he confirmed.

‘It's alwavs annoviug coil-
stantly to play for fifteen minute
periods during a match

"At Rennes or Bordeaux |
was plaving constantly Bul
because there are four lorwards
at Arsenal, | presumnced that
(Dennis) Bergkamp would move
further back and | would bhe
alternating with Kauu up trant

"Yet my game is beginming 1o
suffer from not being able 1o
express myself, and mostly
from not playing two games in a
row.

1S

Despite the lack of opportu-
nity to fire for the Gunners.
Wiltord, who has spent more
time competing against tean-
mate Gilles Grimnandi at tennis
on their Dreamcast console. is
playing It cool - in the foreign
envirommment of a shirt and tie,

‘I can't afford to lose my
concentration or motivation. It's
lp to me to keep my own spirits
Ly

I've come to a club that is
steeped  in tradition.
respect the past here. The club
always comes before the plavers

and even when you're not
playing, you wear a suit.
‘It's British elegance at jts

best. I'm going to have to get
used to wearing a shirt and tie!"

Wiltord. unlike many sulky
prolessionals, is unlikely to
complain about the e, or his
lack of playing time - though he
hopes to make a contribution
Tuesday  againsi L'Kraine’s
shakhtar Donetsk i the
Champlons League.

A willing contributor to nu-
merous charities in France, he
was equally, but secretly, forth-

' 2
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coming when fellow profes-
sional Jean Marc Bosman was
in financial need.

For the moment. a more per-
sonal crusade for a chance to
prove his potential is underway,
even if he knows the coach's job
is one which commands re-
spect.

"I wouldn't like to be in the
coach's shoes. It must be hard
to manage 23 players.," he con-
cedes |

"I've got great respect for Ar-
sene (Wenger). In any case, he
is the only one who makes deci-
sions. All 1 know what to do is

play.”

SPOrt c—

Vieri spo
good signs

MILAN. Nov 6: Inter Milan's
Italian  striker Christian  Vier|
playved his first mateh under
the new regime of coach Marco
Tardelll Sunday - and insisted
the Firsl Division giants have
been transformed for the better
since he last donned the blue-
and-black striped shirt of the
San Siro, reports AFP.

Vierl's half-hour appearance
as a substitute in the 2-2 draw
at Verona was his first since
last May under the regime of
Tardelll's predecessor Marcello
Lippl.

Vieri was happy to come
through unscathed (n his first
match after his long injury lay-
off and told journalists: "This
was a good Inter and above all
we reacted well,

I wonld like to underline a
fact that came into my head
alter the game: last year after
we conceded a goal we never
managed to equalise. It's good
progress but we need
further.”

Vierl entered the fray with
Inter 2-1 down and in his first
significant contribution he hit
the bar with a header - in the
end it was his Turkish strike
pariner  Hakan Sukur who
came up with an equaliser.

Vierl said: "If the ball had
gone under the crossbar (n-
stead of against it we would
have had more than 20 minutes
to try and win the match."

Vieri joined Inter in 1999
after a 49 million dollar switch
from Lazio - then a world record

[ee,
VERONA, Italy, Nov 6: Intes
Milan's Dutch midfielder

Clarence Seedorf was subjected
abuse

to coordinated racist
during an Italian First Division
match here Sunday, reports
AFP.

Every time Seedorf, who is of
Surinamese origin, touched the
ball he was whistled and jeered
by supporters of home team
Verona.

It is the latest in several in-
stances of racist abuse of col-
oured plavers by fans in Italian
matches this season.

Cameroon
coach

C ed

JOHANNESBURG, Nov 6
Jean-Paul Akono has replaced
Frenchman Pierre Lechantre as
coachh of Alfrican - champions
Cameroon, according to reports
from Yaounde, reports AFP

Akono became a national
lhiero last September when he
guided Cameroon to a penalty
shoot-out victory over Spain in

the  Svdney  Olyimpic  Games
lootball linal.

But the demotion of Le-
chantre: to . techinical advisor

seems a strange reward for a
coach who guided the Indomi-
table Lions to the 2000 African
Nations Cup title in Nigeria.

Cameroon also made an im-
pressive start to their 2002
World Cup qualifying campaign
under the Frenchman with 3-0
victories away to Libya and at
home to Angola.

However, football supporters
in the Central Africa country
have beén slow to embrace Le-
chantre. attributing the string
of successes to playing abilitv
rather than coaching methods.

Akono, a former player and
coach with famous Yaounde
club Canon, will be assisted by
three unnamed local coaches
while Lechantre said he did not
know what his new role en-
tailed.

"The changes announced by
the sports minister caught e
by surprise. i have been trving
to see him for three weeks
withiout  Success,”" Lechantre
lold reporters in Yaounde,

Akono said he had a huge
responsibility and realised the
expectations of Cameroon were
extremely high given the pres-
ence of stars like Rigobert Song.
Marc-Vivien Foe and Patrick
Mbomna in the national team:.

‘It Is critical that all the na-
tional coaches work together for
the good of Cameroon. Only
then can we realise our ulti-
mate goal of becoming the first
World Cup winners from Af-
rica,” he said.

The appointment of Akono
will be welcomed by the seem-
ingly endless supply of talented
voung Cameroonians as he
promoted I6-year-old  pgoal-
Keeper Idriss Kameni

Jose Maria Quevedo of Ravo
Prin

3

Vallecano gets himself into an
v Laga game aganst Valladolid at Madrid on November 6.

to go
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l » ] PARIS, Nov 6: Top

: I world clubs Bar-

I eelona, Manches-

AL | ter United and

FC“‘“‘::'?"’! Juventus have a
L linal chance to

carn passage into the European
Champions  League  second
phase this week with seven of
tlmp 16 places unfilled. reports
AFP,

Those giants of European
football could surprisingly even
finish bottom of thelr gespective
groups il fixtures do not go
their way though other former
champions AC Milan, Bavern
Munich and Real Madrid have
qualified.

Friday's second phase draw
in Geneva could also include
the likes of Panathinaikos of
Greece, Sturm Graz of Austria
or France's Lyon as emerging
clubs get to dream of the May
23 final.

A back-door entry to the
UEFA Cup for third-placed
teams comes as a  welcome
safety net as last year's run-
ners-up Arsenal would testify.

Only Sporting Lisbon and
Heerenveen of Holland have
been eliminated from all com-
petitions,

Real Madrid, who travel to
Spartak Moscow on Tuesday,
timed their qualification from
group A to perfection consider-

ing their dire domestic form.
A 2-0 home loss to Real
Mallorca on Wednesday was

followed on Saturday by a 3-1
defeat at the hands of Numan-
cla.
Meanwhile.
Rostov

Spartak beal
1-0 last Wednesday to
clinch their eighth Russian
leapguc title i nine vears. The
mate b lett Spartak withh an an-
beatable lead trom their closesd
r'h,1|,l|*|.|;;_e’|-. Lokomotiy Mosoow
with two matches left,

Sportig - Lisbon,  already
climinated. and Baver Lever-
Kusen. already qualified for the
UEFA Cup, meet in Portugal for
their final group A fixture.

Arsenal and Lazio have al-
ready qualified from group B
though Shakhtar Donetsk of
Ulkraine and Sparta Prague,
their respective hosts on Tues-
day. both have three points and
a UEFA Cup spot is at stake,

Valencia. who host Holland's
Heerenveen in group C. are
through but all is to plav for
between Lyon and Olvinpiakos
al the Gerland stadium

Lvon, who have injury

e
_ g s
) 1

doubts over Brazilian
defender Edmilson (knee) and

central

midfielder  Vikash  Dhorasoo
(ankle), need to win by a better
score than the 2-1 victory by
Olympiakos In Greece on Sep-
tember 20.

Austria’s Sturm Graz in-
credibly lead group D though
they lost 5-0 at both Rangers
and Monaco, who meet in a
winner-takes-all battle at Ibrox.

Rangers' Mickey Mols could
e back in the starting line-up
alter making his third attempt
at a comeback from the serious
knee injury which has put his
carecer on hold for almost a
ygar.

He played for the first hour
of the 7-1 Ibrox tlirashing of 5t
Mirren on Saturday and. al-
though he did not score him-
sell. received an ovation from
the home fans.

Sturin,  initially  touted by
football experts as one of the
worst teaans in the competition,
need only o draw ar Turkish

club Galatasaray to go through
to the second phase.

TUESDAY
Group A
Spartak Moscow (Rus) v Real
Madrid (Spa)

Sporting Lisbon (Por) v Bayer
Leverkusen (Ger)

Group B

Sparta Prague (Cze) v Lazio (Ita)
Shakhtar Donetsk (Ukr) v Arse-
nal (Eng)

Group C

Valencia (Spa) v Heerenveen
INed)

Lvon (Fra) v Olymplakos (Gre)
Group D

Galatasaray (Tur) v Sturmm Graz
(Aut)

(ilasgow Ramngers (Sco) Monaco
tlFra)

WEDNESDAY

Group E

Hamburg SV (Ger) v Deportivo
La Coruna (Spa)

Panathinaikos (Gre) v Juventus
(ita)

Group F

Rosenborg (Nor) v Bayern Mu-
nich (Ger)

Helsingborgs (Swe) v Paris Saint
Germain (Fra)

Group G

PSV Eindhoven (Ned) v Ander-
lechit (Bel)

Manchester United (Eng) v Dy-
namo Kiev (Ukr)

Group H

Barcelona (Spa) v Besiktas (Tur)
AC Milan (Ita) v Leeds (Eng)
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Juventus, the 1996
ons. have been ma
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tough
scrai:mpbthrﬂu Pina 4.4 draw
at Hamburg in their first
game.

Should the Old Lady of Ty.
rin win at Greek club Panathj-
nafkos on  Wednesday, they
would join Deportivo La Coruna
as the qualifiers from group E.

Juventus however are with.
out French playmaker Zinedjne
Zidane, who begins a five.
match suspension for headbu.
tinﬁ Hamburg's Jochen Kientz.

-lﬂmburﬁ SV, who beat Jy.
ventus In the 1983 final. musgt
win at home to Deportivo and
hope Panithinaikos and Jy.
ventus draw.

Bavern Munich and Paris
Saint Germain both have trips
in group F - to Norway's Rosen.
borg and Helsingborgs of Swe-
den - yet both clubs have al.

ready made the last 16, - .

A Manchester United win at
home to Dynamo Kiev will he
enough to see them claim a
sccond phase berth from group
G following far from impressive
performances so far.

United coach Alex Ferguson
Is desperate to see his side pro-
ﬁress. He said:."There {s no

enying we've made it difficult
for ourselves. But 1 said 10
pomts would be enough to
gualify, which we'll have if we
win on Wednesday."

PSV Eindhoven host Ander-
lecht meet in the other fixture
and a win for either would see
them through.

Leeds manager David
O'Leary sald his patched-up
Leeds squad would not be

playing for a draw at AC Milan
in group H on Wednesday. A
point at the San Siro would
carrv Leeds through to the
monev-spinning second group
stage.

O'Leary said: "I don't think
we can go to Milan, sit back
and think we need a draw. That
could backfire on us. Nobody
goes to the San Siro and sits on
the edge of the opposition's box
expecting to hold out for 90
minutes.

‘It's more sensible to say
attack is the best form of de-
fence, Digging a trench and
hoping to hold out would be
asking for trouble.”

Barcelona would qualify if a
Leeds loss combined with their
win at home' to Turkish eclub
Besiktas at the Nou Camp sta-
divm.
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THE FLYING FOOTBALLERS! Aston Villa and Everton play

Premiership encounter at Goodison Park on November 6.

ers take to the air during their
—AFP photo

Nov 6 (AFP): European foot-
ball scene after weekend's
leagues fixtures:

PRIMERA LIGA

MADRID: asque  outfit
Alaves profitted from the blun-
ders of Spanish giants Valencia,
Deportivo La Coruna and Real
Madrid to move into second
place in the Spanish First Divi-
sion table Sunday..

With all three losing their

matches Saturday, Alaves
benefitted from their 4-0
thrashing of Real Oviedo to

move ahead of Spanish cham-
pions Deportivo on goal differ-
ence.,

acrobatic position during a
~AFP photo

Both have 17 points, two
behind leader's Valencia. who
went down 1-O0 at Espanyol

Saturday. Deportivo lost 3-2 al
Villarreal and Real Madrid col-
lapsed 3-1 at Numancia.

Alaves opened the scoring in
the 24th minute with a penalty
shot by Javi Moreno, top league
scorer on seven goals this sea-
son, with Jordi Cruyfl securing
the win with a last minute shot,
his first for the club.

Real Mallorca followed their
wins over Barcelona and Real
Madrid when Miguel Angel
Nadal netted the onlyv poal of

the matclyr with a last-ininute
header at Real Sociedad.

S>ociedad are now second
from the bottom on eight
points, two  behind Real

Zaragoza who climbed out of
the relegation zone thanks to a
2-0 win at home to third-
bottom Racing Santander.

Ravo Vallecano defeated
Valladolid 2-1 to become the
top placed Madrid side in the
league table in sixth position.

PREMIERSHIP

LONDON: Aston Villa moved
up to fifth in the English Pre.

miership Sunday with Paul
Merson's brilliant 90th minute
strike enough to edge Everton
1-0 at Goodison Park.

With no options available
and his path to goal blocked by
a posse of Everton defenders.
the torher England interna-
tional looked' up. saw the
Keeper off his line. and lobhed
Paul Gerrard from 30 metres.

Villa now have 19 points
from 11 games. eight adrift of
leaders Manchester  United.

although the Birmingham club
do have a game in hand.

Everton remain sixth from
bottom with just 12 points out
of a possible 36 although recent
signing  Gary  Naysmith was
urnfortunate not to put Everton
in tront earlier in the match.

The former Hearts midfielder
was first denied by the heroics
of Villa keeper David James
who pulled off a remarkable
one-handed save to stop his
goalbound header.

And the Scottish interna-
tional. making his home debut,
should have hit the target after
excellent work by Kevin Camp-
bell had set him up. but the 21-
vear old blazed wide with the
goal at his mercy. |

Strugglers Derby entertain
West Ham in the Monday night
matel.

SCOTTISH

PREMIERSHIP

GLASGOW: Celtic midfielder
Alan Thompson restored his
club’s 13-point lead over Rang-
ers at the top of the Scottish
Premier League Sunday with
the only goal in a 1-0 win
against Kilmarnock at Rugby
Park.

The former England Under-
21 international prodded home
the winmner from substitute
Didier Agathe's cross on the
hour.

But it was unlucky 13 for
Killmarnock. who saw their ]12-
game unbeaten run ended by
the Martin O'Neill’s men.

The visitors had the better of
the first hall with Thompson
and Stilian Petrov both forcing
saves from Kilmarnock keeper
Gordon Marshall while former
Chelsea striker Chris Sutton
was constantly dangerous from
set-pieces with his head.

Celtic goalkeeper Jonathan
Gould was finally tested by the
hosts with four minutes left of
the first hall.

The Scotland international
was forced to scramble clear
Gus MacPherson's cross under
intense pressure from Andy
McLaren

On the hour. Celtic took
their deserved lead. Agathe's
cross was aissed by bhoth Sat-
ton and Henrik Larsson but

also Marshall, and Thompson
had the simple task of slotting

the ball home,

Frenchman Af(athc aliost
doubled Celtic's lead 10 min-
utes later but the speedy winger
fired over the crossbar when
well placed to score.

Dundee will host second-
placed Hibernian in the Sunday
evening mateli,
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