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(Australian goll star)
“All the things that the Olym-
pics stand for are whal golf is all

about. That golf isn’t in the

Olympics is a crying shame.”

Khulna soccer

KHULNA, Nov 6: Khulna
Newsprint Mills Club defeated
Khulna Brothers Union 2-0 in
the opening match of the 13th
Meghna Cement DSA Cup f[oot-
ball tourmament at the local
stadinum today, reports BSS.

The winners led the first half
1-0. Mehedi Hasan and
Shafiqur Rahman scored one
goal each. :

Earlier., Harunur Rashid.
MP. general secretarv of Bang-
ladesh  Football Federation.
inaugurated the tournament.

Tomorrows match:
Club vs Cosmos Club.

Stewart in
selection
doubt

KARACHI. Nov 6 (Internet
report): Alec Stewart's selection
for the first Test against Paki-
stan next week is in doubt as
doubts have been raised as to
his mental state.

The former England captain

Winners

money to provide information to
a bookmaker in Indian Criminal
Bureau of Investigation (CBI)
report into corruption, pub-
lished last Wednesday. Stewart
has denied the allegations re-
Ecaledly. and has received the
acking of the English board.
Having been rested for last
week's innings victory over the
PCB Patron's X1 in Rawalpindi.
the wicket-keeper will take part
Wednesday's four-day match
against a Governor's Xl to de-
termine whether he s In a
strong enough a mental state to
feature In the first Test in La-
o hore, the Press Assoclation
f.;l:ports.
- "We would very much ke
him (o play this week. but we'll
have to wait and see.” coach
. Duncan Fletcher told PA. “I'm
pretty confident he'll play. but
~ the events of the last week have
1o be of some concern.
‘When you see one of the
team go through that you have
o look at his behaviour and

~ keep him concentrating on the
&  cricket”

| has reportedly appeared
E‘ drained and distracted since
? being accused of accepting
y
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BCB president Saber Hossain Chowdhury addresses a press briefing in connection with BCB’s
joint venture polio eradication programme ( bowl out polio) at a city hotel yesterday. State
Minister for Information Prof Abu Sayeed looks on.

BCB target polio

Bangladesh Cric-
ket Board (BCB)
vesterday ofli-
cially foined the
battle to exterii-
nate polio  from

the countrv with the launching
of the Bowl out Polio® pro-
gramnme at a city hotel vester-
day.

The event was a part ol the
BCB's celebrations leading up
to the inaugural Test match
against India scheduled to start
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium from November 10.

The polio eradication drive
will be a joint venture between
the BCB. the United Nations
International Children Emer-
gency Fund (UNICEF), the
Bangladesh Government. World
Health Organisation (WHO),
The Government of Japan. Ro-
tary International. the US
Centers for Disease Control
and Prevention-Atlanta. 10CH.
USAID and the United King-
dom's Department of Interna-
tional Development.

BCB president Saber Hos-

sain  Chowdhury chaired the
press conference where the
progranmme was announced.
State Minister for Information

Prof. Abu Sayeed was present
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on the occasion as chief guest
Other important personalities
present  were  Dhiraj  Kumar
Nath. the Additional Secretary
Health and Family Wellare
Mashiur Rahman . the Director
General of Heath Services.
Kavote Oyegbite. the Chiel ol
Health and Nutrition of UNI-
CEF. former minister and vice-
president of Polioplus Com-
mittee of Rotary Club Interna-
tional Habibullah Khan.

Welcoming the media and
other invited guests. Saber
Hossain said: ™ Today. the BCD
is announcing its partnership
with the Government of Bang-
ladesh and coalition of interna-
tional partners for polio eradi-
cation.

As cricket continues to
grow in prestige and popularity.
more and more children will
want to hecome cricket stars in
the vears to come. Until polio is
removed  from  the country,
some of them may not realise
their dreams because they
might be attackedby the deadly
Virnus.

The tragic example of 11-
vear old Amit. who was infected
with “wild poliovirus' last vear,
reminds us of the severe con-
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sequences ol polio infection
More recently, a five-month old
girl named Dolly from Mirpur
was also stricken with ‘wild
poliovirus® just three months
ago.” the BCB supremo said

addimg that although Bangla-
desh has made great progress
in reducing  transmission ol
wild poliovirus throughont the
country. it was still circulating
among the children of Dhaka
City.

Saber also warned that no
children, be they poor of ricl.
were safe from the disease until
all of them have been vacci-
nated and the virus had heen
totally eradicated.

To make people conscious
about the importance of vacci-
nating their child, two National
lhnmunisation Days (NIDs) will
be conducted in Bangladesh on
November 15 and December
| 7. The parents have been
asked to vaccinate all their
children below the age of five
on the NIDs.

It was also revealed at the
press conference that national
team captain Naimur Rahman
and ace batsman Akram Khan
will take part in polio aware-
ness videos.

Windies

PERTH. Nov 6
(AFP): West Indies
superstar  Brian
Lara, under
growing pressure
to break his si-
lence over malich-fixing allega-
tions, has been selected to take
the field in the tourists' opening
clash of their Australian tour
Tuesday.

Lara. 31, was included late
Monday in the squad to take on
an Australian Cricket Board
Chairman’'s X1 in a limited-
overs game at Lilac Hill Park,
Caversham, near here.

Earlier. team assistant coach
Jeflrev Dujon had said the rec-
ord-breaking left-hander was no
certainty for the match.

‘I would like to see him get
as much practice as possible,
but a one-day game is perhaps
not ideal for him." Dujon had
said.

The Windies team also in-
cludes voung star batsmen 20-
yvear-old Ramnaresh Sarwan
and 21-year-old Daren Ganga.

Ganga will open with vice-
captain Sherwin Campbell.

Young pace hopes 25-year-
old Marlon Black and 20-year-
old Kerry Jeremy will also have
their first workouts in Austra-
lian conditions.

Lara has batted at length in
the Perth nets over the past two
days. but there were doubts
about his fitness,

He still has some soreness --
a legacy of a hamstring problem
in England,

But Dujon said he was de-
lighted Lara was prepared to
turn out in the tour-opening
clash.

“The more match practice he
ets. the betier his mental con-
dition will be. especilally If he
F_etfs A couple of hundreds be-
tind him, " Dujon said.

Lara remains the side's big
batting hope. especially in a
team with so little experience at
the top.

His fitness has been a major
concern, and he has to work
harder to keep in shape for the
demands of International com-
petition.

He was noticeably more gen-
erously proportioned during the
England tour, but has shed a
few kilograms recently.

"He has trimmed down a bit
since England and |is
into trim now,” Dujon said.

‘I believe he Is getting some-
where near where he wants to
be.”

Meanwhile,

Lara continued

etting

Mondayv to palm off repeated
media requests for him to speak
out on allegations he accepted
40.000 US dollars to under-
perforrn in two one-day inter-
nationals during a tour of India
in 1995.

The claims were made by In-
dian bookmaker MK Gupta in
evidence given to the Indian
Central Bureau of Investigation
which last week released a re-
port on its probe into cricket
corruption.

Lara has denied the allega-
tions categorically in a state-
ment issued by the West Indies
Cricket Board. but has stead-
fastly refused to discuss the
issue with Australian media,
saying he is acting on legal ad-
vice from London.

Tuesday's festival match will
be anything but a picnic affair
and will present the tourists
with a stern test of their skills.

The Chairman's X1 is a
Western Australian side, with
the addition of former Test

batsman Greg Blewett and re-
tired Test players David Boon
and Mike Whitney.
The side is
enough talent to

with
the

packed
trouble

open tour today

tourists in all departments.
Vice-captain Adam Gilchrist,
Justin  Langer and Damien
Martyn are current Test bats-
men who will give the young

West Indies attack a testing
introduction.
Pacemen Jo Angel, Steve

Nikitaras and Whitney repre-
sent an attack to be respected.
Blewett has been included in
the team to give him a chance
to rekindle his Test prospects.

TEAMS

West Indies (from): Jimmy
Adams (capt), Sherwin Camp-

bell (vice-capt), Marlon Black,
Mervyn Dillon, Daren Ganga,
Wavell Hinds. Ridley Jacobs,
Kerry Jeremy, Brian Lara,
Nixon McLean, Mahendra Na-

gamootoo, Ramnaresh Sarwan,
(12th mnan to be named).

Australian Cricket Board
Chairman's X1 (from): Tom
Moody (capt), Adam Gilchrist

(vice-capt), Jo Angel, Greg Ble-
wett. David Boon, Brad Hogg,
Stuart Karpinnen, Simon Ka-
tich, Justin  Langer. Damien
Martyn, Steve Nikitaras, Mike
Whitney (12th man to be
namecl)

Shooters on

target

Sports Reporter

Bangladesh won four more
%ﬂld medals in the Third SAF
Shooting Champlonships In
Karachi yesterday.

On an eventful day, the men
captured two golds in the free
rifle prone and air rifle category
respectively. Besides, Shoebuz-
zaman, team captain of air rifle

feam, and Golam Shafiuddin
Shiplu, who leads the free rifle
prone shooters. also claimed

the individual gold in their re-
spective events.,

Apart  from the gold, ace
shooter Sabrina Sultana bagged
an individual silver in sport rille
prone event on Monday.

Bangladesh have won 11
jolds, seven sllvers and a
ronze so far in the competi-
tion.

Rajshahi soccer

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Nov 6: Shaheed
Zia Smriti Mini Gold Cup foot-
ball tournament began here at
the Mashkatadighi High School
plavground today.

In the inaugural match of
the day, Shelkh Russel Smriti

Sangsad defeated Bhorer Alo
Jubo Sangha 1-0.
In the second match. Ti-

kapara Boul Dal and Shanta
Ekadosh made a goalless draw.

CRICKET
Raninagar Cricket School
(B) defleated Harian Cricket

school by 13 runs in the first
Shaheed AHM Qamruzzaman
Hena Smriti Cricket tourna-
ment at the Katakhali Adarsha
Degree College playground to-
day

Winning the toss, Raninagar
hatted first and collected 109
for all in 23.5 overs.

In reply, Harian went all out
in 24.1 overs scoring 96 runs.

KABADI

Jagrata Sangha and Shiroil
Sporting Club won their re-
spective maitches in the inau-
gural day of the Rajshahi Dis-
trict Kabadi League at the Ra-
jshahi Gvimnasium playground

Jagrata Sangha beat Mod-
ern Boxing Club 72-40 poinds

Shiroil deleated Lotas Club
18-24 points in the second
matcl.

Was that pitch
really doctored?

NEW DELHI. Nov 6 (Interniet
report): Groundsman Ram Ad
har Chaudhary., who  admitted
to the CBI that he took money
o produce a result pitch i
1996. has claimed his admis
sfon was made onlv to put an
end to police abuse

In a report on Indian web-

site.  tehelka.com. Chaudhary
claimed he did not prepare «
‘result” pitch in return for 9

pavinent from Ajay Sharma (via
MK Gupta) for a one-ofl Tes!
between India and Australia at
Delhi in 1996,

One of the umpires, Peter
Willey, described it as the worst
first-day pitch he had ever seen
in a Test match. providing cor-
roborative evidence to suggest
that there might have been
pressure brought to bear to

produce a pitch that was likely
to yield a result.

The groundsman told the
website that the police picked
him up at the Ferozshah Kotla
Ground in New Delhi, and be-
gan to beat him. When he con-
tinued to deny the accusation of
corruption, he was subjected to
more blows from the police, so
he confessed to save himself
from further abuse.

Chaudhary said he did not
have it in his powers anyway to
affect the nature of the pitch,
and that only the head
groundsman, Radhey Shyam,
could have done so. He claimed
that he was only in charge of
watering the pitch, which was,
in any event prepared over a
month, not in two days,

Chaudhary acknowledged
that he was offered money by
Sharma to prt‘rnrr a piteh to
suil spinners, but that he re-
jected the offer, saving it was
beyond his powers to do so.

An activist of the Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) student’s wing pins a picture of former
skipper Mohammad Azharuddin on an effigy along with pictures of four other players which

were burnt during a demonstration in Bangalore yesterday.
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Tickets on sale from today

Tickets for the
historic November
10 Test go on sale
lllrnnﬁ{]i Sever
branches of Al
I3araka Bank In

the clty todin

The branches are -- VIP
Road. Gulshan, Mirpur Road,
Islampur. IDB Bhaban Agar-
gaon, Karwan Bazar and
Narayangan|.

The Dilkusha Branch will
only sell the tickets of VIP En-
closure. International Gallery

and Clab House,

A spectator in the Eastern
Gallery will have to spend
minimum Taka 25 each day

A total of thirty-six thousand
five hundred and ninety tickets,
ol which the Board reserves 735
for their invited guests, will be
on olfer.

NAIMUR & CO LEAVE
BKSP TOMORROW

Bangladesh cricket team will
check in at Hotel Sheraton to-

»

a \
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morrow. a day after their oppo-
nents India settle in the five.
star hotel. The l4-member In-
dia team, led by Saurav Gan-
guly, are expected to reach the
capital in the afternoon

The 16 Bangladesh crick-
eters, who are now warming up
with a four-day practice match
at BKSP. will leave the sports
institute tomorrow morning.

Meanwhile, team manager
Aziz Al-Kayser was formally
introduced to his teamn last

night by BCB general secretary
sved Ashraful Huq at the BKSP,
Sarwar (mran |Is
Naimur Rahman's team f[or the
historic affair

WORLDTEL IN TOWN

WorldTel, who has bonght
the TV rights for Bangladesh
cricket, starts installing their
cameras and other equipment
at the Bangabandhu National
Stadium from today

A ten-member advance team
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coaching

of the WorldTel production
group reached the capital ves-
terday. Production co-ordinator
John Bodner leads the team of
the American television pro-
duction company that will pro-
vide live coverage of the historie
cvent.

Talking to The Daily Star.
John said that a total of 42
crews will be engaged in oper-
ating the cameras and control
panels. As many as 15 cameras
including a mobile van will be
used to provide live coverapge
across the world.

He also added that the
members of the five-man com-
mentary team would start ar-
riving in the capital from tomor-
row. The panel includes former
Australian captain lan Chap-
pell. s  England opposite
number Tony Grelg. Indian
counferpart Ravi Shastri and
West Indies speed demon Mi-
chael Holding. A host com-
mentator is likely to be included
in the commentary team

Members of the national cricket team share a light moment during a practice match at the

BKSP vesterday.

Day of discards

\ lnpannif*r col-
lapse lorced Bang-
ladesh Green on
the back _ foot
Jdgainst Bangla-
(lesh Red in the
four-day practice match at the
BKSP yesterday.

At stumps on the third day.
Green were tottering at 40 for
four in their second innings as
discarded medium pacer Mush-

figur Rahman sent down a
short burst that claimed three
wickets.

Mushfiq gave away only six
runs from his six overs after his
side were bowled out for 289.

Dropped after his dismal
performance in  Kenva and
South Africa recently, the Ra-
jshahi all-rounder started the
rot trapping opener Mehrab
Hossain leg before for four in
the 11th over. The right-armer
then sent former national cap-
tain Aminul Islam to the
dressing room the very next
over, and Fahim Muntasir be-
came his third victim in the
next over

One-down Habibul Bashar
was batting with an unbeaten
23 while Akram Khan was on 4
at close

Beginning the day with 112

Sports Reporter

for 4. Larlier. Bangladesh Red
could score 289 belore being all
out in 102.1 overs. giving a lead
ol 44 runs to the opponernts.

Off-spinner Fahim Muntasis
led the Green attack with four
for 54 while medium pacer Ha-
sibul Hossain and left arm
spinner Mohammad Rafique
captured two wickets each.

Discarded Khaled Mahmud
gave a good reply to the selec-
tors smashing highest 80 runs
Mushfiq. with a workmanlike
62. and young opener Ashraful
(54) were the other notable run-
getiers

SCOREBOARD

Scoreboard on the third-day
of the lour-day practice match
between Bangladesh Green and
Bangladesh Red at the BKSFP on
Monday:

BANGLADESH GREEN:
First innings 333 (Shahriar
151, Akramm Khan 62. Naimur
30: Mushfigq 3/52. Aminul

Junior 2/53).

BANGLADESH RED: First
mnings (Overnight 112 for 4 in
46 overs)

Javed Omar Ilbw b Hasibul 0
Ashraful b Hasibul o4
Al-Shahnar ¢ K Masood b Bikash 6

Nasirul ¢ Aminul b Fahiin
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Rajin b Ralique 20
Mushfig run oult 62
K Mahmud b Fahim 80
Sabbir ¢ Shahriar b Rahique -'
Enamul ¢ & b Fahim 0
Mortuza not out D
Anwar ¢ Shahriar b Fahim 0
Extras: (b-8, Ib-7. nb-3) 18
Total: (All out in 102.1 overs 289
Fall of wickets: 1/0. 2/9
3/92. 4/107. 5/157. 6/284
7/284, B/284. 9/284
Bowler - M- Al
Hasibul 22 6 53 2
Bikash |8 6 3] I
Naitnr Lt T A 0
Ralique 23 6 6l 2
Fahim r & i1 54 3
BANGLADESH GREEN:

Second HHIIH:“'

Shahriar ¢ Nasirul b Aminul jr |
Mehrab lbw b Mushfiq 4
Habibul batting 23
Aminul Ibw b Mushtiq 3
Fahimn ¢ Monjurul b Mushfiq 2
Akram batting !
extras: (1b-2) 2
Total (For 4 wkis in 21 overs) 0
Fall of wickets: 1/1. 2/15,
3/19., 4/24
Bowler O M. B 2w
Monjurnl b - 6 0
Aminul jr 7 1 14 i
Mushitiq 2 l D .
\shiaq p. 0 = 0
Enamul ] O 4 0

Zim land sans luggage

MUMBAI. Nov 6
(AFP): Zimbabwe's
cricket team ar-
rived lLiere  on
Monday for a five-
week tour of In-
dia, without captain Heath
Streak. leg-spinner Brian Mur-
phy and their baggage.

The Zimbabweans landed in
the early hours of the morning
al Sahar airport to find their
kit-bags and luggage had been
left behind in London,

Team manager Babu Meman
said the airline had promised to
deliver the baggage in time for

the three-day tour opener
against the National Cricket
Academy at Indore {rom
Wednesday.

Streak, the team's bowling

before the two-Test series later
this month.

Zimbabwe's only Test match
in India way back in 1993
ended in an innings victory for

p—

spearhiead, was having his wis-
dom tooth removed back home
in Harare and will join the team
only on the second day of the
Indore match.

Vice-captain  Guy Whittall
will lead the tourists In Streak' s
absence, Memen sadd.

Murphy, expected to play a
key role on  spinner-lriendly
wickets In India, was busy
writing his university exams in
Cape Town and will arrive just

ITINERARY

Nov 8-10: v National Cricket
Academy XI at Indore.

Nov 13-15: v Board
cdent's XI at Faridahad,

Nov 18-22: First Test at
Delhi

Nov 25-29: Second Test at

Presi-

Nagpur.

%pec 2: First ODI at Cuttack.

Dec 5: Second ODI at Ah-
medabad.

Dec 8: Third ODI at Jodh-
pur,

Dec 11: Fourth ODI at Kan-

pur
Dec 14: Fifth ODI at Rajkot I

the hosts. But the team has
plaved a number of one-day
intermationals in this country
including two World Cuaps in
1987 and 1996.

“This tour would present a
great exposure to the voung-
sters in the side.” Meman, a
former Test cricketer said,

The tourists are without the

Douglas Marillier,
phy,
Olonga.
Strang, Paul Stran

seasoned duo of Neill Johnson
and Murray Goodwin, who left
Zimbabwe this vear to play in
South Africa and Australia re-
spectively

Zimbabwe will have another
three-day warm-up match
against the Board President's
team at Faridabad from No-
veimnber 13 before the first Test
in New Delhi starts on Novem-
ber I8

The second Test will be
plaved in Nagpur from Novem-
ber 25, followed by a series of
five one-day internationals.

The Indian team, meanwhile,
will travel to Dhaka to play in
Bangladesh’'s inaugural Test
match from November 10. be-
fore joining up with Zimbabwe
in New Delhi.

SQUAD

Heath Streaks (capt)l. Guy
Whittall ‘Ivice-capt), Alistair
Campbell, Stuart Carlisle. Andy
Flower, Grant Flower. Travis
Friend, Trevor Madondo,
Brian Mur-
Nkala, Henry
Gavin Rennie, Brvan

Mlule ki

Manager: Babu %ﬂeumn
Coach: Carl Rackemann
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