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';:" I he National
and Solidanty

" this.

~ the challenge of

Revolution
Day has
been observed by the
Bangladesh Nannnahst Party
and its supporters consistently

" since 1975. During the BNP

regimes this day was
celebrated in a befittin manner

nationally both at home and
- abroad and was declared a
~ public holiday. The Awami
- League with its assumption of
~ power in 1996 cancelled

observance of this day as a
national holiday and
rohibited holding of
Sunctions on this issue in all
ublic offices. Over and above
the Awami supported
intelligentsia set  out an
orchestrated tirade dcriding
significance of the Day. Some
of them even enquired,
"Where was the revolution?
Who had the solidarity with?"
The denmial of the
significance of the Day is, in
fact, a demal of history.
Nobody can fail = to
acknowledge what really

* happened on that fateful day

of November 1975. It was the
day on which a coup attempt
made by the then Chief of
General  Staff  Brigadier
Khaled Mosharraf  was
eventually foiled after 3 days
of agony and ecstasy (for
some). Khaled Mosharraf had
been an ambitious soldier, no
doubt, and always looked
upon Chief of Army Staff
General Ziaur Rahman with a
degree of jealousy and
suspicion. He was a confidant

ol Shaikh Mujib and thereby
becmne an ob_]eu of distrust

Ziaur Rahman. The latter

a natural grievance against
Shalkh MU_]IICJ who following
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SIGNIFICANCE OF REVOLUTION

AND SOLIDARITY DAY

By M.M. Rezaul Kanm
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liberation, had appointed
General Shafiullah as the first
Chief of Army Staff, thereby
superseding Ziaur Rahman.
People observed the reason for
this supersession by Shaikh
Mujib was much less the risk
of danger of dealing with a
disciplined professional like
Zia than with a more pliable
soldier like Shafullah.
Whatever may have been
the inherent reason for the
abortive coup of Khaled
Mosharraf, it simulatancously
propelled the jail killing of the
four Awami League leaders at
the behest of the erstwhile
colleague, another Awami
League leader, Khandaker
Mushtaque Ahmed  who
assumed powers as President
immediately following
assassination of Shaikh Mujib,
Khaled Mosharraf put his
boss, Chief of Army Staff
General Zia under house arest,
promoted himself to the rank
of Major General and became

Chief of Army Staff and
virtual leader, albeit briefly, of
the country

It was 1n this scenario that
a Spontaneous revolution came
in the offing by disgruntled
troops 1n the Cantonment.
They rose i rebellion almost
spontancously, though
supplemented by a type of
ideals of securing equality of
officers and the ranks, and

among their first actions
released Zia from detention
and restored him to his
previous position as Chief of
Army Staff. The rejoicing of
troops was so loud and
widespread throughout the
Cantonment that those who
were living in that part of the
city became greatly frightened
and apprehensive about what
was happening. I used to live
nearby, on Indian Road and
thus became a witness 1o
history. The shattering noise
was interspersed by repeated
gunshots and obviously put
fear in the minds of those who
heard it. The noise spread and
it appeared that the people
from outside the Cantonment
also participate in shouting. I
called up the General
Headquarters to enquire about
the welfare and whereabouts
of my brother-in law, General
Mannaf (now deceased, died
of natural cause). Lo and
behold, whom my call was
passed to? It was to General
Zia himself. He told me that
Mannal was safe and well.
Zia, Khaled Mosharraf and
Mannat were the three
promising young Captains
working as instructors in the
Pakistan Military Academy in
Kakul or Abbotabad. I visited
Mannaf in Abbotabad in 1966
from my place of assignment

~in New York. There I met Zia

and Khaled Mosharraf along

with their charming spouses

for the first tme. This
acquaintance with Zia
gradually generated a degree
of fnendship and trust

between us. It was, therefore,

no wonder when Zia picked
up the telephone and informed
me that my brother in-law was
safe and sound. I got startled
by hearing his voice and then
politely inquired about his
health. He replied that he was
well too. Then he asked me
not to worry about the sounds
of gunfire and loud human
voices.

"“The soldiers and the
crowd just mingled together,
shoutin and rejoicing, and
expressing their happiness
through gunfire” he explained.
He then paused for a moment
and asked me to inform the
Indian High Commissioner
and a few other Heads of
Mission about the nature of
the turmoil and shoutings. The
instructions of the then
DCMLA were scrupulously
carried out promptly. He alsp
asked me to convey to the
Indian High Commissioner the
desire of Bangladesh 1o
promote good neihbourly
relations with India.

The real significance of the
Day, especially to the BNP,
appears enormous. Without

release of captive Zia, it would
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‘not have been possible for the

Bangladesh Natonalist Party
to achieve whatever 1t had
achieved, In the event, the
BNP as a political Party would
not have been born and
Awami League did not have 1o
confront a formldable
opposition of vice versa. Had
there not been a
confrontational politics as we
experience today, there would
not have been political
turmoil, at least as much as we
see now in Bangladesh. Some
may argue that in the eyent the
BNP was not born. Another
political Party would have
been created to fill up the dire
need of having an opposition
political Party in a democratic
society, It may have been true,
but we are confining our
remarks within the parameter
of the BNP. In other words,
had there been no Revolution
and Solidarity between the
troops and the masses, as
manifested on 7 November
1975, Ziaur Rahman would
perhaps have continued to be
in a gaol, no BNP would have

been established and
consequently all the noble
contributions made by Ziaur

Rahman and his political Party
would have been lost. The
democratic tradition set up by
the BNP could not have been
intiated then and  the
democratic minded people of
Bangladesh would have been
deprived, at least for some
time, of their desired goals.
Also the genesis of SAARC as
and Instrument of the Co-
operation. Among south Asian
Nation a the behest of Ziaur
Rahman was duly manifested
on this occasion. Here lies the
real-significanee-of the-Day-

here are certain moments
Tin a nation's life when

silence is a crime. The
national heroes break that
silence when the nation faces
survival.
National heroes emerge In
such a situation when they
courageously break silence by
loudly calling the people to
liberate their country or to
defend independence and
sovereignty of their mother
land. Shaheed President Zaiur
Rahman played such historic
roles twice. He emerged as a
hero once in 1971 calling
people to take up arms to
liberate Bangladesh and again
on seventh of November, 1975
calling the ration to unitedly
defend country's indepen-
dence and sovereignty.

Seventh November
remains a significant day in
our national life. On this day
in 1975 people and soldiers
took to the street to resist the
conspirators who endangered

Tth November Was A Turning

Point in National Politics

By Reazuddin Ahmed

early that vyear. Seventh
November laid the foundation
of multi-party democracy.
General Ziaur Rahman was
brought to the centre stage of
power from captivity by
people and patriotic soldiers,
[t was an unprecedented scene
in the street on the morning of
7th November. Many says it
was a counter coup against
Brnigadier Khaled Mosharraf.
But it's not true. It was an
unprecedented popular
upsurge that installed Ziaur
Rahman to power. It's an
historical record that he did
not promulgate martial law.

introduction of multi-party
democracy was charted out.
Fourthly, the seeds of

nationalist politics was sowed.
When Zia came, to the centre
stage of power, the country
was in total anarchy. There
was no government for few
days in the first week of
November. The- whole nation
was helpless. It was at that
time when Zia give the nation
a sense of direction. Those
who saw the anarchy in those
days in 1975 will agree that
General Zia appeared as a
savior of the nation. It was his
inspiring voice that calmed the

revive multi-party democracy
and bring changes to political.
social and economic systenis,
Those changes paved the way
for restoration of democracy
and privausation of the
economy. The changes were
accepted by all political
parties that accommodated
those in the manifesto and
agenda in the 90'ss The
changes aimed at
strengthening multi-party
democracy and private sector
initiatives  in building the
economy that was shattered by
plundering and
mismanagement in early 70's.

the history of Bangladesh that
brought revolutionary changes
In county's political, economic
and social systems.

Even the critics of 7th
November admit the fact that
the upsurge was really a major
turning point in our national
life. The country started its
march from that day towards
establishing a modern nation
by nstitutionalising. political,

economic and social systems.
The country’s isolation in
international arena also ended
after the 7th November
revolution. Bangladesh played
significant role in different
international for a after 7th of
November. Bangladesh was
elected member of security
council for the first time in
1978 and played significant
role in the organisation of
[slamic conference.

Bangladesh's

image started
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countrys independence and  Rather he initiated the process  people. It was his same old The 79 parliament was the changing from bottomless
sovereignty by destabilising to revert to civilian rule thathe  style  announcement over outcome of the revolution on basket to a country of plenty.
political situation. There was  did successfully in 1979. Radio "I am major (general) 7th  November. In that Bangladesh was listed as one
__ .. an unprecedented popular Seventh November Zia  speaking” instantly  parliament all major parties  of the rice exporting countries.
\ upsurge in the country on that remains important in our restored confidence in people. had representations. In fact, The national consolidation
* day. Seventh November is a national life for so many They heard him, trusted him the 79 parliament was the real  was very impressive in the
significant day in  reasons. Firstly, 7th November and cooperated with him in multi-party  parliament  in post 7th November days, The
Bangladesh's history because upsurge defeated the restoring peace and discipline Bangladesh because earlier in country was in mess before
it was the turning point in our conspirators and consolidated in the armed forces and in the 1973 election it was all  that  historic event. The
national politics. The country  country's independence and  country Awami  League's  show.  popular upsurge on the
was set on a long march sovereignty. Secondly, Zia Bangladesh's initiative for Awami League had 293 seals revolution and solidarity day
- lowards  democracy and was brought to the centre rebuilding the democratic 1n a 300-member parliament. on 7 th of November turned
- progress on that day. The stage of power on that day. institutions undeniably roots When Baksal was formed it  the whole national scenario
. elected representatives of the  Thirdly, discipline was in 7th November popular Wwas all one party show. So in  that placed Bangladesh in a
- people klIIed democracy and restored in the armed forces upsurge. The upsurge gave the this context, 7th November  dignified position in the
i established one party rule and route map for re- mandate to the then rulers to remaimns a signiﬁcunt duy In UHHII}, of nations.
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