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Big win for

RAWALPINDI, Nov 4: Eng-
land won their four-day side
ame against Pakistani Patron's
I here Saturday by an innings
and 27 runs, reports AFP.

The tourists wrapped up
Patron’s XI tnnings for 169, 44
minutes before tea on the final

V.

' England play another side
ame at Peshawar from Noven-
E:-r 8 before taking on Pakistan

in the first of three Tests in
Lahore from November 15,
Patron's X! batsmen. with

the exception of teenager Qaiser
Abbas and Mohammad Naveed.
failed to put up any resistance.

Abbas followed up his 71 in
the first innings with a sedate
44 before falling to a sweep
shot off Ashley Giles, re-
bounded from a short leg fielder
to mid wicket where lan Salis-
bury took the catch.

Abbas hit four fours in his
135-minute stand and showed
he has the patience and tech-
nique to stake claims in Test
cricket, |

Earlier Mohammad Naveed
made 44 with seven boundaries
before becoming one of wicket.
keeper Paul Nixon's five vic.
tumns.

Yorkshire paceman Matthew
Hoggard, who has playved only
one Test apgainst Zimbabwe
earlier this vear, finished with
4-40.

Hoggard took five wickets in
the first innings

Left arm spinner Ashley
Giles took 3-38 while leg-
spinner lan Salisbury finished
with 2-51.

Patron’s XI had made 237 in
their first innings. England
replied with 433 to take a 196
run lead with Craig White hit-
ting a century

SCOREBOARD

Final scorecard of the four-
day cricket match between
England and Patron's X| at
Pindi Stadium on Saturday:

PATRON'S XI: First innings
237 (Qaiser Abbas 71;: Matthew
Hoggard 5-62)

NGLAND: First innings 433
(Craig White 120. Graham
Thorpe B88. Graeme Hick 8]
Mohammad Akramn 4-105)

PATRON'S XI: Second
nings
Naveed ¢ Nixon b Hoggard 4
| Abbas ¢ Nixon b Salisburv 1

|
]
}

Kamran run out

M Wasim Ibw b Hoggard

Q Abbas c¢ Salisbury b Giles
Salman ¢ Nixon b Giles
Qadeer Ibw b Salisbury ()

Shafiq ¢ Nixon b Hoggard 26
Ansari ¢ Nixon b Hoggard 0 |
M Akram ¢ Trescothick b Giles(
Sami not out 0
Extras: (b-1: 1b-5) 6
Total: (All out in 65.3 overs) 169
Fall of wickets: 1-26. 2-59
3-86. 4-97. 5-111. 6-126. 7-
165. 8-169, 9-169
Bowler oM R W
Hogpbard ' 18 240, 14
Cork 0 3 Za ()
(riles 16.3 D 38 3
Salisbun L0 S | RSy 2
Trescothick 3 i ) 0

Result: England won by an
innings and 27 runs.

Futre’s new
assignment

MADRID, Nov 4: Paulo Fu-
tre, a lormer Portuguese inter-
national and Atletico Madrid
striker. has been appointed the
struggling Spanish Second Di-
vision side's new sports direc-
tor. club president Jesus Gil y
Gil announced on Friday. re-
ports AFP

‘I'm very proud to be here.
It's a decision of the heart
rather than the head. Atletico
made me what | am.” said Futre

at the press conference he and
Gil held.

Futre, whose number two
will be his lawyer, Vicente

Montes, takes charge of all the
club’s sides from juniors up to
the first team and will also agt

as club spokesman to the
press
Futre takes over the post

from Miguel Angel Ruiz. sacked
by Gil on Thursday

| have every confidence in
the squad. there are 90 points

still to plav for and we're only
eight points off a promotion
place. We'll need to be more

united than ever, it's a delicate
moment and we need to go up.”
insisted Futre

Futre joined the Madrid side
in the 1987/88 season and
staved until 92/93., winning
two Spanish Cups in his time

Toney stops
Butler

VERONA. New York. Nov 4:
Former International Boxing
Federation middleweight cham-
pion  James Toney stopped
Courtney Butler at 1:14 of the
third round of their schediiled

10-round  eruiserweight  fight
reports AP
Totey wlhio wore  zebra-

striped trunks with the wardds
“Lights Out™ on the elastic on
Friday night. nnproved to 60-4-
2 with his 38 knockout, He is
the World Boxing Conncil's 1op-
ranked  cruiserweight  chal-
lenger. and s ranked second by
the World Boxing Association
and IBF.

"He didu't have much. Most
of his punches deflected off 1y
shoulder.” Tonev said. “I let Lt
hit me until he made e mad.
Once | get mad, | want-to do

some damage. When I'm mad
my opponent can't handle what

| can deliver. no matter who
that person is.”

Butler, of Baltimore, |8
20-5-2.

In a 10-round lightweight
fight, Victoriano Sosa of the
Dominican Republic unani-

mously outpointed Harold War-
ren of San Antonio. Sosa Im-
proved to 27-2-1. and Warren
~dropped to 42-1-4.

i
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- Premiership

Venomous Viduka

LONDON, Nov 4:

Australian  (nter-
national Mark
Viduka scored

four times (o res.
cue Leeds in a
-3 victory over

sensational ,
rivals Liverpool in the Premier-
ship's early morning mateh at
Elland Road on Saturday. re-
ports AFP.

Viduka struck either side of

hall time to level the scores
after defenders Sami Hyypia
and Christian Ziege hoth scored
with headers to give the visitors
a two-goal lead.

Czech midfielder Vladimir
Smicer fired Liverpool back in
front only for Viduka to find the
target  twice more and give

avid O'Learv's men all three
points.

Leeds were without 10 first-
team plavers as they looked to
end a run of five matches with-
out a win.

Nigel Martyn. skipper Lucas
Radebe, Harry Kewell, David
Batty, Jason Wilcox, Michael
Bridges. Stephen McPhail, Mi-
chael Duberry, Danny Mills and
Darren Huckerby were all side-
lined.

Liverpool. in contrast, were
virtually at full strength as
manager Gerard Houllier re-
called Dutch goalkeeper Sander
Westerveld, Ziege, Emile Hes-
key and former Leeds sKkipper
Garv McAllister to the starting
line up

The quartet had all been on
the bench for the Liverpool's 2-
| midweek success over Chel-
sea in the League Cup, a victory
which extended their winning
run to five matches in all com-
petitions

But Liverpool were again
without Michael Owen. still
recovering from a head injury

sustained in the recent match
at Derby.

With less than two minutes
gone Liverpool made a lightning
start,  with Finland interna-
tional Hvppia scoring his sec-
ond goal of the season.

Heskey was felled by Jona-
than Woodgate wide on the
right and referee David Elleray
awarded a free-Kick

Patrik  Berger's inswinging
left-footed delivery was met
perfectly with a glancing header
from Hyppia with Kkeeper Paul
Robinson rooted to the spot.

Just when it appeared as if
Leeds' injury problems could
not get any worse, Woodgate
came off in the 16th minute to
be replaced by New Zealander
Dannv Hav

The change unsettled Leeds

and two minutes later they fell
lurther belnnd.
Leeds defender Garv Kelly

fouled Berger on the lefe wing.
and McAllister whipped ™ the
free-kick for German interna-
tional Ziege to head home - his
first Liverpool goal since his 5
million pound (7.5 million dol-

lar) summer move from Mid-
dlesbrough.
Leeds hauled themselves

back into the game after 24
minutes  when  Ziege's al-
tempted clearance was charged
down by Alan Smith into the
path of Viduka.

The Australian took one
touch to tee up his shot before
beating the advancing Wester-
veld with a delightiul chip for

his seventh goal of the season.
After that Liverpool should

have

cushion,

their
lirst

restoredd
but

(wo-poal
Sucer

powerfully headed home nis
second of the game, and rlizlnh
of the season. from an excellent
Kelly right wing cross.

But  Liverpool  composed
themselves and were back in
front in the 61st minuute as

Ziege, Hamann and then Berger
were all involved in the build-
up for Smicer to turn Maltteo

and beat Robinson with an
elght-yvard drive.
However, Viduka was not

finished and he completed a
stunning hat-trick in the 73rd
minute,

FOUR-STAR STRIKER: Leeds’ Australian international hit-
man Mark Viduka celebrates after scoring against Liverpool
in their Premiership match at Elland Road yesterday.

L]

planted a free header on top of
the net from close range. before
Robinson superbly saved a shot
from Dietmar Hamann.

Three minutes from the
break another Liverpool attack
saw Heskey on the end of a
McAllister cross as United's
defence was again exposed

On the stroke of half-time
Westerveld produced the save
of the half to denv Olivier Da-
court, flying to his left to tip
over asearing 25-vard shof.

Two minutes into the second
half Leeds  were Temarkably
back on level terms.

This time it was Liverpool's
defence in disarray as Viduka

-- AFP photo

Dacourt’s brilliant through
ball found the Australian and
after  spurning the initial
shooting chance. he then spun
Berger on his  heels before
driving the ball home under-
neath Westerveld,

Viduka then scored a stag-
gering fourth two minutes later
as Dacourt tried a long-range
shot which spun off a Liverpool
plaver into the Australian's
path, 2 &

Viduka looked offside ag Da-
court fired in, but there was 1o
flTag., and the 26-year-old again
took the ball inn his stride belore
chipping the advancing Wester-
veld

MILAN. Nov 4:
The threat of legal
action against the
[talian Football
Federation (FIGC)
by Italian Serie A

side AC Milan Friday looks set
to herald a revolution in the
world’'s most prestigious do-
mestic league, reports AFP.

The San Siro giants moved
swiftly to capitalise on a sepa-
rate court decision Thursday
that ruled discrimination
against non-European Union
plavers is illegal by threatening
their own action unless the
FIGC waived their own rules
that allow a maximum of three
non-EU plavers to be fielded
and a cap of five in an entire
squad

The club's administrative
delegate Adriano Galliani sent a
letter countersigned by his five
non-£U plavers - Ukrainian
Andriy Shevchenko. Croatian
Zvovnimir Boban and Brazilian

trio Dida. Roque Junior and
Serginho - which threatened
unmediate legal action if the

FIGC did not comply promptly.
The letter was written less
than 24 hours after a Reggio
Emilia -court ruled against a
ban on non-EU plavers in Serie
C aller a test case brought by
Reggiana’'s Nigerian player Ikpe

_Prince Ekong.

Ekong could not play for his
club after they were relepgated
iromi Serie B and had to be
tarmed out to Slovenia and
Mexico on loan.

That opened the door for a
challenge by Serie A and Serie B
plavers to the less .atrl'n‘_wm
limits in those divisions and AC
Milan have duly taken up the
canse

The Repgio  Emilia conrt,
citmng lalian laws thar prevent
chserimipation hetween mation

als and none-nationals who are

legitimately working in
ruled in the plaver's favour

The Reggio Emilia verdict
may have perturbed many play-
ers but the clubs - as AC Mi-
lan's action shows - have
jumped at the new opportuni-
ties in the transfer market.,

Speaking before AC Milan's
dainouncement AS Roma presi-
dent Franco Sensi said he be-
lieved it could stabilise the
transfer market:

"The sentence if applied
generally - could be a certain
calming agent on prices. The
doors are opened to deals thal
until  vesterday had Dbeen
closed.” _

But however favourable the
ruling appears on transfer af-
fairs. a wedge may have been
driven between foreign plavers
and locally raised talent

Parma's French full-back
Lilian Thuram - a member of
the World Cup winning and
Euro 2000 winning sides
came down firmly on the side of
change. '

He told his club website:
"The world is moving towards
globalisation. Sooner or later all
barriers must  come  down
Football cannot rennnn be.
lund.”

Conversely. in an era when
there has been an increasing
backlash in Italy at the 1en.
dency of clubs to purchase for-
eign talent at the expense of
local players, Thuram's Italian
teammate, Dlego Fuser feels
clearly di&sma}-'e(f

He said: "If this ruling goes
through it would be absolutely
crazy! This will help neither
Italian football nor foreigners.

"With an entirelv free market
there will be no reason for clubs
ta invest in the vouth sector.”

[he ltaltan Footballers' -
o IAICE while stressing its
Commtment 1o protecting all its
members, echoed Fuser's fears

Italy.

‘Serie A set for revolution

the ruling will be to the detri-
ment of local talent:

‘"There is no sense in the
plethora of players who are not
at the same level as our young-
sters but are getting to play
solely because they are foreign-
ers.

Italian Professional Football

League president Franco Car-
raro. whose organisation gov-
erns Serie A and B. hinted that
his body's statutes would have
to change when he appealed to
the Italian Football Federation
(FIGC) to examine the legal
implications.
Carraro. speaking before Gal-
liani's legal action threat, said:
"The FIGC must now evaluate
the consequences of this act
and see what the obligations
are. Before the political ramifi-
cations, the legal aspects must
be clarified.”

The ruling comes at a time
when Italian players are begin-
ning to rebel against what they
consider favourable deals given
to non-domestic talent.

Juventus and Italy striker
Filippo Inzaghi has advocated a
cap of five foreigners that has
been suggested by many pun-
dits - a move that has the sup-
port of current ltalian national
team coach Giovanni Trapattoni

And the man he succeeded at
the helm of the Azzurri. Dino
Zoff.

Clubs, meanwhile., are in

general keen on cheaper loreipn
talent but the requirenient not
(¢ exceed the numbers ol non-
EU plavers has sometimes led
to dubious practices.

There have been several re-
cent instances of non-EU play-
ers being found to have been
registered as Europeans only
lor subsequent investigations to
reveal they bore false EU pass-
ports or naturalisation papers.

MU-Nike

LONDON, Nov 4:

l.eadin English
football club Man-
chester United

teamed up Friday
with US sports re-
tailer Nike to conclude football's
most lucrative sponsorship and
merchandise deal ever, worth
302.9 million pounds (438.5
million dollars. 509 million eu-
ros). reports AFP,

The world’s richest club and
current English champion un-
velled a deal that will make it
even wealthler, and give Nike a
broad range of exclusive rights
at the club for 13 years from
August 2002,

In return for the cash, which

mega pa

will help Tiited surengthien s
squad and cover the mounting

cost of plaver salaries, Nike will
become the club's exclusive
official sponsor and kit supplier
and pget the rights to market
and sell club merchandise.

JUs  certainly the biggest
deal of its kind in British foot-
ball and Is thought to be the

biggest In the world," sald a
S esman for Manchester
nited,

‘It will help Manohester

United in a number of areas,
but there is also the fact that
you are putting one very big
brand together with another big
brand with global reach." the

spokesman told AFP.

nership

Nike will pay 1334 million
pounds tor the lirst six vears of
the deal, and 3029 illion

pounds over the entire 13-vear
stretel,

But the amounts will be re-
duced {f Manchester United
does not finish in the top half of
the Premiership or does not
compete In European competi-
tions.

The sportswear giant and
the English Premiership cham-
plons also committed to launch
a youth development pro-
framime to bring on young foot-
)allers. Nike will pay for the
one-million-pound annual cost
of the programme, Manchester
United said.

Sport

—

. Bundesliga

Leverkusen
| climb

BERLIN, Nov 4: Bayer Lever-
kusen, under new coach Rudi
Voller, went third (n the Ger.
man Bundesllga on Friday night
after  defeating  Eintrachi
Frankfurt 1-0 at home, reporis
AFP.

Leverksuen moved up two
places wovisionally  at  least
aliead of the weekend's fixtures
thanks to a late goal from Mj-
chael Ballack,

On  Saturday champilons
Bavern Munich host Borussia
Dortinund. while Kaiserslautern
take on Shalke 04,

Chilavert’s
debut
delayed

STRASBOURG, France, Nov
4: Jose Luis Chilavert, Stras-
bourg's newly signed ‘keeper,
will not after all make his debut
this weekend after |t emerged
on Friday that he has two
matches of a three match ban
1O Sit out, reports AFP.

The Argentine Football Fed-
eration informed their French
counterparts of the situation on
Friday morning.

Chilavert had been looking
lorward to a debut in the bot-
tom of the table clash at Tou-
louse, but will now miss the tie
as well as next week's clash at
home to Bordeaux.

Thierry Debes, who has
I)i('ktrd the ball from the Stras-
ourg net 30 times in the last
13 league games will enjoy a
two match stay of execution
before Chilavert, a 35-year-old
Paraguayan, takes over on No-
vember 18 at Auxerre,

Chilavert has 59 caps and
54 goals to his name. He joined
Strasbourg from Argentine out-
lit Velez Sarsfield on Wednes-
day in a two-and-a-half-year
deal worth two million dollars
to his former club and 130.000
dollars a month to the player

Vieri included
Inter squad

APPIANO GENTILE, Italy,
Nov 4: Christian Vieri has been
named in his Inter Milan's
squad of 22 plavers to travel to
Verona Sunday for a Serie A
match, his club's website re-
vealed Friday, reports AFP.

It is the first time that the
Italian  international striker,
who has been suffering with
injuries to his right leg, has
beeir included in the squad
since May's Champions League
playv-off match with Parma.

It is unlikely that Vieri will
starl alt Verona as coach Marco
Tardelli has indicated he  will
porsist iwith the partnership of
lurkey s Hakan Sukur and

Urnonavan  Alvavo Recoba
bothi men scored i Wednes-
tlanv s 2-0 deteat of AS Roma

The website furthermore
saicl Tardelli. keen not to risk
his most prestigious asset's
health by rushing him back
into action, will decide Sunday
morning whether to name \ieri
as one of his substitutes but
added that he would certainly
feature in next week's UEFA
Cup match with Vitesse Arn-
hem of Holland.

Vieri signed for Inter from
Serie A rivals Lazio for a then
world record fee of 49 million
dollars in 1999.

Zidane loses
appeal

NYON. Switzerland, Nov 4:
Juventus star Zinedine Zidane's
appeal against a five match
European ban was turned down
here on Friday by UEFA's ap-
peals committee, reports AFP.

The ruling by European
lootball's governing body caps a
bad week for the France inter-
national playmaker who, after a
dull showing and half-time
substitution in Juventus' mid-
week 2-1 defeat to Udinese, will
now have to sit out the suspen-
sion in Champions League
competition

Zidane., whose appeal was
heard at UEFA's headquarters
here, was initally banned when
he headbutted a plaver in Ju-
ventus' October 24 Champions
League martch against German
side Hamburg

FAI clears
" the air

DUBLIN. Nov 3: The Football
Association ol Ireland (FAD on
Thursday said they are satisfied
that lormer striker Tony Cis-
carino was always eligible 1o
become a citizen of the Republi
of Ireland and therefore able 1o
play for his country,
AFD,

IZarlier this week Cascarino
claimed that he may not have
bheen eligible to play for the Re-
public because his maternal
grandfather was not a blood
rclation, His mother had been
adopted.

In o statement to clarify the
Sttuation, the FAI say they have
consulted their own files and
those of the Irish Government's
Department of Foreign Affairs.

‘"The conclusions are that if
the appropriate paperwork had
been compiled when Cascarino
wWas first capped i 1085, Tonny

would have been granted a
passport.

"There is no evidence on rec-
ord that Tony was ever refused
a permanent Irish passport.

The player did seek a passport

then In 1996 and this was
granted,
"Now the FAl are satisfied

that Cascarino was always eli-
gible to play for his country."

BANGKOK. Nov 4.
The fans are tip-
I:Iug Vietnam but
altle-hardened
Thalland. buoved
by the return of
striker, are most

thelr

l;mutm' Plek to 1ift this year's
iger Cap,

Soiith
football tournament kicks off In

star

East Asia's premier
the southern beach resort of
Songkhla on Sunday with Sin-
%apnrtu surprise champlons in
letnamn two years ago. taking
on- minnows Cambodia i the
first Group B clash, reports
AFP,

Vietam, Malaysia and Laos
are also In Group B. The other
lirst round group involves hosts
Thailand, Indonesja, the Philip-
pines  and Mvanmar  with
matches played in the northern
city of Chiang Mat, |

The top two teams In each
froup advance to semi-finals in
jangkok. The final takes place
on November 18.

In Vietnam. Tiger Cup fever
IS running so high that extra
police  have been put on
standby to prevent rowdy
scenes during post-mateh cele-
brations.

The Viethamese press has
seized on an Internet poll on
the  organiser's web  sjte
(www.tigerbeer.com/tigercup/
home.html) to whip up a wave
of optimism about their squad's
chances of lifting the trophy for
the first time.

Latest voting on Saturday
had 32 per cent of voters tip-
ping Vietnam to win against 28
percent for Thalland., the trophy
winners in the inaugural Tiger
Cup in 1996.

But the talented Vietnamese
£0 into the tournawment in tur-
moil tollowing the withdrawal of
two Key plavers and the news
that Austrian coach Alfred Riedl
IS to be sacked after the tour-

maanent, repardless ol Its ont-
cone, E

Riedl paid the price lor a
public clash with the commm-
nist state’s football bosses.

The Vietnamese however
face a formidable obstacle i
the shape of a Thai squad that
surpassed expectations in last
month's Aslan Cup finals and
has been given a last-minute
boost by the return of top
striker Kiatisak "Zico” Sena-
muang to the national fold

R
)

curing draws with Jran and
hosts Lebanon.

“Thalland have become a
better team for being in Lebg.
non,” their English coach. Peter
Withe. sald.

"We  didn't  score Cuougl
goals. but we made an impre,,
ston. If 'Zico' had been here he
would have scored goals, I'm
sure of that,

“The other Tiger Cup teams
if they saw our last two games
against Iran and Lebanon gy

FIXTURES
‘Group A (All matches in
Chiang Mai)

6 Nov. Indonesia vs Philip-
pines

6 Nov:  Thalland vs Myanmar

8 Nov: Myanmar vs Philip-
pines

10 Nov: Thalland vs Indonesia

12 Nov: Myanmar vs Indonesia

12 Nov: Philippines vs Thai-
land

Group B (All matches in
Songkhla)

5 Nov: Singapore vs Cambo-
dia

2 Nov: Vietnam vs Malaysia

7 Nov: Laos vs Malaysia

/ Nov: Cambodia vs Vietnam

8 Nov: Malaysia vs Cambodia

9 Nov: Singapore vs Laos

I 1 Nov: Cambodia vs Laos

1 Nov: Vietnam vs Singapore

|3 Nov: Malaysia vs Singapore

Semifinals (Bangkok)

think that they have g very
difficult task against us.*

Withe's one worry is that the
players may suffer a reactigy
after doing so well af the Aggy,
Cup. but is determined jy,

psychologically they will e
ready. '
"With semni-professiong

lavers there is often a kick.
I;a(-k after a good performance -
he said. "I know there |5
chance of us doing that in the
Tiger Cup, which is why 1 work
hard on my plavers mahllﬂhltng
a level of consistency.”
Singapore's suffered a g,
back in their build up to Syp.

day's opener when 5kipp¢r
Nazri Nasir, vital to the Lions
title defence, limped from 5

training session after :
vating a thigh injury suﬂercﬁ in
Wednesday's 1-0 in a friendly
against Indonesia :

“its still painful. 1 feel the
pain even when | bend the legs

llg l:g:t :2: ﬁ fé :3'2113 E he said as he packed ice arouy e
M . the hijury. '
‘Il'g;iﬁi _phtf:;: pll;jriff | must, and | want to. play
Fh‘mlﬂl algro in the opening game. | feel it is
: important for me and the
I8 Nov, Bangkok H.“}”,.--
Cambodia's German ooach
Kiatisak, currently  with  Joachim Fickert would love 1o

Huddersfield Town in England.
was badly issed in the Asian
Cup. when poor finishing cost
the Thais a quarterfinal place.
But they nevertheless
emerged with credit after se-

claim Singapore's scalp in the
Cup opener. but said realistj-
cally "our aim here is to beat
Laos”™ who are ranked 165 (n
the world by FIFA. 16 places
above Cambodia.

AIvey

French First Division

IPARIS, Nov 4
Lvon beat cham-
pions Monaco 2-0
Al the Louis |1l
stadinm on Friday
night with two fi-
ne headed goals, one in each
halt. four days before the two
sides face crucial Champions
League ties, reports AFP.

Lvon. with a game in hand,
join  the struggling French
League champions on 19 points
and can look forward to their
home tie against Olympiakos in
the Champions League Tues-
day

Monaco, who have now lost
must ‘win. in  Scotland
against Rangers-on Tuesdav if
thev dare to enjoy any success
this seasomn.

The match came to life after
only four minutes when Lvon's

=
i
.
-

Sidney Govou picked up the
ball inside the Monaco box. his
lofted cross met by Pierre Lai-

gle’'s  towering header eight
vards out found the bottom
corner as Stephane Porato

stood transfixed in the Monaco
goal

Two minutes later Monaco
almost equalised when Marco
Simone's back heel from three

vards out hit the post before
being lofted away.
Before half time Monaco

went close with a series of free
Kicks. the best of which came
from Shabani Nonda just before
the whistle,

Gregory Coupet fdiled- 1o
hold 'the 22-vear-old's powerfjl
shot that slithered under his
body. With Monaco's Pablo
(‘onteras bearing down on him
Coupet did well 10 scramble

Monaco's Monegasque Ludovic Giuly ( R ) and Lyon's Serge

for the hall

Blane fight

Pncowunter.

during

French First Division
--AFP photo

Monaco left limping again

along the turfl to smother the
hall

With  plavmaker Marcelo
Gallardo sidelined. Nonda again
looked forlorn as he and his
strike partner Simone failed to
link all evening.

Lyon sat back in the second
half, comtent to play on the
break. as busy Monaco again
enjoyed the lion's share of pos-
Sesslon.

On the hour the game
seemed to turn in Lyvon's fa-
vour. Coach Claude Puel 1o0k
off Francisco Da Cosia. u'i}
had picked up a booking. an¥,
before Ousmane Dabo eould
settle ) miry “the *deféieée - 'Tony
Variclles« comldt have scored
wice. ' ' :

The lankyv international first
fired wide after Porato dropped

' cross and a minute later Vari-
elles ran into the box again.
this time his ferce shot ba-
looning over the bar off Porato's
backside.

Steve  Marlet  killed the
match on 82. his wicked header
making it 2-0 for the visitors.

Marlet rose unchallenged ten
vards out. in a very similar po-
sition trom which Laigle bagged
the opener. his vicious header
ipping past the helpless Porato
into the bottom corner.

UEFA rejects
‘em both

NYON. Switzerland.
The

Nov 4:
governing bodv of Euro-
pean football. UEFA. has re-
jected appeals by Romanian
club FC Ceahlaul Piatra Neamt
and of Romanian referee Florin
Chivulete against a year's sus-
pension  from all Eunropean
competition. UEFA announced.
reports AFP.

Chivulte and the first divi-
sion side were banned after the
French referees due to officiate
the club's home Intertoto tie
against Austria Vienna on July
15 were supposediyv  offered
prostitutes on the before
the match
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Tiger Cup kicks off today
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The _appeal comnuttee llﬂdk

Thursdav concluded that the
Fyenclh referees were “indeed
offercd temale company at the
1l of dinner on the eve of the,
mateh”.

e UEFA appeals bodv thus
tipheld the decision by UEFA's
disciplinary commission to sus-
pend both the club and Chivu-
lete on October 6 for a vear.
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MARSEILLE. N
b, Marseille presi-
dent Yves  Mar-
chand unexpect-
edly  announced
his resignation Ir-
the struggling French First

ﬁwrv on Thursday,

a1l
Division clal
reports AFP.

In his statement Marchand
said he was worn ont by what
he called the hypocrisy ol those
who call for a elean-ont withont
putting their own nanes for-

ward on the list ol those who
shonld leave,
Marchand 100k  ovel AS

president n June 1999 and s
the first casualty ‘ol o power
struggle that has been untold-
ing at the club over the last

month.

‘I hope my departure marks
the return of a sporting spirit.
the foundations are there.” sadd
Marchand. a formoer director ol
sportswear giant Adidas.

Marseille, fifth from botiomn,
have been in a downward spiral
since losing to Lazio (n the

Chamypons Leagae last season
and o ~caped relegation on
goal i onge on the last dav
ol the ~ an

After the departure of several
internatonals mcluding
Frenchmen  Christophe  Dug-
arry,  Laurent Blanc, Robert
Pires, Italian Fabrizio Ravenellj
and Spaniard Ivan De La Pena.
and  selling  their two best
voungsters to bitter rivals Paris
Sant Germain, the mediterra-
nean giants failed to bring in
suttable replacements.

Internal strife errupted some
weeks ago when former club
president Pierre Dubiton chal-
lenged Robert Louis Drevfus,
the clubs top shareholder who
Is the boss of Adidas. with in-
vesting in the club or quitting.

Drevius has invested around
90 million dollars in the club in
recent vears and was asked last
week by the mavor of Marseille.
Jean Claude Dubiton, to settle
internal  squabbling  in the
management structure.

Drevius responded by calling
in auditors who quicklv calcu-
lated redundancy payments lor

Lhie entire management Stric-
ture. However Marchand was
not expected to be cn the de-
parture list,

The club's sporting manager
Eric Di Meco. a former French
international and Marselle
plaver. and sporting director
Marcel Dib sided against Mar-
chiand in the internal battle and

were chiel candidates for re-
dundancv.
Former Manchster United

star Eric Cantona, who spenl
two brief and stormy {wnmls
with Marseille a decade ago.
was widely tipped to step oo
the sporting director role

Marchand's resignatiofl
comes as a major shock 1o
those close to the club.

‘Over the next few davs |
shall fulfil my duties with one
regret. the lack of good results
belitting a club of this size,
sald Marchand before offering a
parting shot at unnamed ene-
mies - those who “looked alter
their own self serving interests
with uncontrolled passions”,

Marseille chief steps down
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