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MANILA. Nov 4: Tens of thousands of people resign,” said Sister Cynthia, a nun wearing a navy N . N
chanting "resign, resign’ gathered at a church- blue habit. "The people don't belleve In him any

more. It's difficult to regain thelr confidence.”

There was no violence and police were seen only at
the periphery of the crowd, many of whom had
brought along umbrellas for protection from the
midday sun and occaslonal drizzle.

Estrada, who was elected (o a six-year term with a
huge majority in mid-1998, has lost significant
support since allegations emerged early last month
that he received some S8 million In bribes from
illegal gambling syndicates.

The powerful church has demanded he resign
and has been joined by Vice-President Gloria
Macapagal Arroyo and Aquino. Trade Secrelary
Manuel Roxas resigned on Thursday.

On Friday, as a powerful typhoon lashed Manila,
the Speaker of the Housé of Representatives and the
Senate President announced they were abandoning
Estrada. Some 45 other congressmen and two other
senators joined them.

The defections caused Estrada to lose his major-
ity in the House, where he will almost definitely be
impeached on bribery charges before a trial in the
Senate, or upper house.,

For Estrada to be removed from office at least 15
members in the 22-seat Senate will have to vote in
favour. Analysts say some 12 senators are now
against the president, five remain committed to him
while the others could go either way.

sponsored rally in the Philippine capital Manlla
today to demand the removal of President Joseph
Estrada over a gambling pav-ofls scandal, reports
Reuters.

As the rally began in a peaceful fiesta-like atmo-
sphere, another senator announced his defection
from the president's camp, leaving Estrada precarl-
ously placed in impeachment proceedings w ich are
likely to be brought before the Senate later this
month.

Senator Robert Jaworskl, a former basketball
star idolised in the sports-obsessed country, said he
was withdrawing from the administration ranks and
would vote as an independent.

The mass prayer rally called by Cardinal Jaime
Sin, the influential Roman Catholic archbishop of
Manila, was held In the same area of the city where
millions came out in 1986 to force the ouster of then-
president Ferdinand Marcos.

Many of the protesters were wearing white, which
they sald was intended to signify the surrender they
wanted from Estrada.

"Mr Estrada please give the Filipinos a merry
Christmas, resign now," said one banner strung up
al the site, a jJunction of two major roads where a
shrine to the Virgin Mary has been bullt to signify
the success of the 1986 “people power” revolution.

Church elders said they expected about 100,000

1'

Thousands of protesters, led by Roman Catholic church leader

Republican Presidential candidate Texas Governor George W. Bush waves as he exits his campaign
airplane after landing in Freeland, Michigan, on Friday shortly before a speech at Saginaw Valley
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1 AND REMOTE SENSING

Cardinal Jaime Sin, gather for a big prayer rally in the Philippine
capital of Manila calling for the immediate resignation of
Philippine President Joseph Estrada yesterday. -- AFP photo

N

Boat collision kills 11 in Mexico: author-

ities have rescued one survivor and recovered 11 bodies from a boat
collision between a Mexican tuna boat and an Indonesian fishing
vessel off Mexico's Pacific coast. Four others remained missing,
local media reported Friday.

The accident occurred at 11 pm Tuesday 70 kilometers (45 miles)
southeast of Socorro Island in the central Mexican state of Colima,

people to attend. Television said about 50,000 were
present at the start, and more were streaming In.
"We are here today because we want him to

Estrada, who has refused to resign, has said he
will fight the charges and that he would welcome the
impeachment proceedings to clear his name.

UNITED NATIONS, Nov 4:
Afghanistan's warring parties
have agreed to a new UN-
sponsored peace effort to end the
protracted civil war in the central
Asian nation, a UN official

to shuttle between the two sides
and then hoped for indirect talks
in the same city between the two
parties. Only if this went well
would there be face-to-face nego-
tiations.

Taliban, opposition agree
to UN peace talks

starvation.

Afghanistan went through nine
years of military conflict with the
Soviet Union, ending in 1989,
followed by a protracted civil war.
The Taliban, mainly of Pushtun

State University, Michigan. g

-AFP photo

Drunk driving arrest

Dirty political trick: Bush

Gore campaign denies involvement

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: Republican George W
Bush, narrowly ahead in the polls, on Friday
denounced the revelation of his 1976 drunk driving
arrest as a dirty political trick by a Democrat, as the
2000 presidential race reached new heights of
vitriol in its final four days, reports Reuters.

Bush, the governor of Texas, entered the final
weekend of the campalgn with a slim lead In

the 270 electoral votes needed to be elected presi-
dent.

The race was extremely tight in Pennsylvania,
Wisconsin, Tennessee and Missouri, meaning
either man could still win.

In California, crucial to Gore's ¢election strategy,
Bush has pulled within two points, according to
another Zogby poll released later Friday night.

e government news agency Notmos reported, The funa boat | Snnounced on Frday, Spois | Noung hat skeptciem 15 Sertil TH06, ey contro | Dobin o e st st heonicn S er Blectoral Calleg coun, had
4 ‘ 2 5 § the fz Kial .' : s AL AN > WIC EIEC ' ush with & irm votes, Gore with 211 an
Aztecalal(). carrying 24 Mexicans collided with the fishing vessel, In separate letters to the warranted” because of the fallure — — ° " oy country except for a | close to call ahead of Tuesdav'svote s, Go

. 15 Indonesians and one Taiwanese, splitting the
Permata in half, Notimex reported.

United Nations, the ruling
Taliban militia and the opposition

of previous peace talks, Vendrell
said the "difference this time is
there Is a written agreement” as

swath in the north under the
United Front led by Gen Ahmad

Thursday's disclosure that Bush was arrested
for driving under the Influence of alcohol in Maine

too close to call. However previous tight presiden-
tial elections have often swung decisively in the
final weekend and the drunk driving incident could

United Front consented to a Shah Masood. 24 years ago, and a reporters’ suggestion that he : w7 s -
) . 3 well as a commitment not (o ) A . b5 _ provide just the kind of lever to alter the picture.
Qllake leaves thousands homeless: process of dialogue almed at abandon the negotiations. Asked about a ceasefire, subsequently did not admit it, threw another Sensing the danger, Bush aides went on the

An earthquake in moutainous southern Tajikistan has left 17,000
people homeless, and the government may resettle the entire area
because it is too dangerous, officials said Friday, reports AP from
Dushanbe.

No casualties have been reported in the Tuesday night quake in
the Farhor region. But it ruined 516 buildings and damaged 300
more, leaving !7.000 without shelter, Prime Minister Akil Akilov's
press service said. It would be the most staggering earthquake
damage in years in the region, which sees frequent seismic activity.
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"bringing about in the shortest
possible time an end to the armed
conflict in Afghanistan,” said
Francesc Vendrell, the chief UN
envoy for Afghanistan.

The agreement says the com-
batants would stay with the peace
process until the agenda was
exhausted.

Vendrell, a Spaniard and vel-
eran UN official, said he expected

The last talks were in July
1999 in Tashkent, Uzbekistan
and included an exchange of war
prisoners and opening routes for
humanitarian assistance. Bul
fighting has escalated since then.
Now millions of people are
trapped in the worst drought in
30 years, with UN oflicials saying
up to 1 million Afghans risked

Vendrell said it was probably too
dangerous to begin talks on this
crucial Issue, as the negotiations
would stop if one side or another
began fighting.

"It is even less helpful if we
agree on a ceaselire without
verification and then in the mid-
dle of the talks one party breaks
it,” he said.

China has collected US
nuclear secrets: Report

WASHINGTON, Now: 4::Seweral countries. including China. have
collected extensive nuclear and other sensitive information from the

US government that has "undercut US

policy, security and competi-

tiveness," according to a previously secret American intelligence com-

munity report, reports AP.

Tender No. SPARRS0,24/2000

TENDER NOTICE

Sealed tenders are hereby invited from manufac- k
turers /agents/suppliers for computerised intercom
| teiephone system and generator (details shown in the

schedule) tor SPARRSO.

Tender schedule with terms and conditions etc. may |
be collected from the abovementioned address during
office hours on or before 28.11.2000 against payment of l
Tk. 400/ = (tour hundred) only (non-refundable).

Tender will be dropped on or before 1.45 pm on

Dated: 26.10.2000

—

The 1998 report by the CIA and five other agencies sald "losses are
extensive” at the besieged Energy Department, and include “classified
nuclear weapons design information to the Chinese"” as well as declas-
sified and unclassified material to China and other countries.

The report predates the congressional Cox Report, released last
year, which concluded that the transfer of satellite and other technol-
ogy to China, during and prior to the Clinton administration, harmed
national security.

While the agencies "did not conduct a damage assessment of the
information lost, individual cases clearly demonstrate that such infor-
mation has saved countries substantial time and money and has
undercut US policy, security and competitiveness," said the report,
published in a new book on China.

The report, which covers activities prior to November 1998, said
Energy Department records show more than 250 known or suspected
intelligence officers visited or were assigned to Energy facilities under
various programmes.

The US intelligence community, working with the department, must
"do more to gain a full understanding of the nature and extent of for-
eign targeting of DOE's unique scientific knowledge base," the report

29.11.2000 and tender will be opened on the same day
at 2-00 pm 1n presence of tenderers (if present). I

The authority reserves the right to accept or reject
anv or all tender bids either partially or wholly
without assigning any reason whatsoever.

Md Amir Hossain l
Store & Procurement Officer

Tel: 323953

D1 P-26280-30, 10
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| present. The tender form and tender documents may be seen

Government of the People’s
Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
PWD Division, Bagerhat

Notice Inviting Tender

No. 11/2000-2001

1. Sealed tenders in BD Form No 2911 are hereby invited
from the approved enlisted building contragtor/ tirm of PWD
according to their enlistment capacity for the undermentioned
work and will be received by the Divisional Commissioner,
Khulna & the undersigned as well as the Executive Engineers,
PWD Division-1/11, Khulna & Satkhira up to 12-00 Noon ol
22/ 11 /2000 and will be opened on the same day at 12-15 'M in
presence of the mtending tenderer who may like to remain

and obtained from all the offices of the Executive Engineers
| under PWD Circle, Khulna up to 21/11/2000 during otfice
nours on pavment of usval charges.

Constn ol 4 storved SM Barrack
at Dist Ort & Battalion Hd OQrtr
for Ansar & VDP (17 phase,
constn of 30 Nos Barrack up to
1" tloor at 30 places) - one al
Bagerhat. (SH: Constn of Ansar
& VDP Barrack (2 storyed
Bldg.)

Estimated cost Ik 54,16,525/-

Earnest monev - Tk 1,058,500/ -

Time for completion of the work is 10 (Ten) months from

E Name of work

e

the date of 1ssue ol work order.
Executive Engineer

said

Some of the Information was simply downloaded from the Internet,
while some was stolen, the report said.

62 Tiger rebels killed in
aerial and naval raids

COLOMBO, Nov 4: The Sri
Lankan army claimed today that
62 Tamil Tiger rebels had been
killed in a week of aerial and naval
attacks in the island’'s northeast,
reports AFP.

Army spokesman, Brlg.
Sanath Karunarathna said inter-
cepted radio messages of the
Liberation Tigers of Tamil Eelam,
(LTTE) revealed that 32 rebels
were Killed during heavy bombing
raids on rebel hidouts in eastern
Trincomalee district.

The airforce, in Israeli-made
Kiir bombers and Ukraine-made
MIG-27s, regularly bombard the
hideouts in the north and east.

Karunarathna also said that
over 30 rebels had been killed
when the navy launched an
attack on November 2 against a
flotilla of rebel boats on the east-
ern coast. The navy sald it had
destroyed three LTTE boats and

damaged three more.

The boats were carrying rein-
forcements and supplies to
northern Jaffna peninsula where
the LTTE is attemplting to recap-
ture large tracts of territory.

Many well-armed LTTE rebels,
who survived the naval attack,
later hijacked a Russian cargo
vessel en route to Colombo from
the South Indian coast and used
it to reach safety on the north-
eastern Mullaithivu coast.

The Russian cargo ship, with
22 Russlan sailors on board, was
later released and subsequently
selzed by the Sri Lankan navy and
taken to Trincomalee port for
questioning.

The sea attack took place on
the same day as Norwegian peace
envoy, Eric Solheim held land-
mark talks with LTTE leader,
Velupillai Prabhakaran, in the
rebel-held region of Wannl.

Albright asks
Russia to free
American

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: Secre-
tary-of-State Madeleine Albright
on Friday again asked her Rus-
sian counterpart to release an
accused American immediately,
the State Department said,
reports Xinhua.

It was her second phone call
within a week to Russian Foreign
Minister Igor Ivanov over the
issue of Edmund Pope, State
Department spokesman Richard
Boucher said.

Pope was arrested in April and
put on trial on October 20 in a
Moscow court on a charge of
stealing Russlan torpedo system
information. The trial was sus-
pended this week because of
Pope's declining health.

"She's been pressing the case
that his medical condition needs
to be attended to,” Boucher said.

S'pore jet crash
Pilots face
manslaughter
charges

TAIPEI, Nov 4: The pilot and
two co-pilots of the Singapore
Airlines Boeing 747 that crashed
here could face up to five years in
jail on manslaughter charges, a
prosecutor said today, reports
AFP.

At least 81 people died when
Flight SQO06 crashed while
taking off from a runway that was
closed for repairs and littered
with heavy digging equipment.

"If it is proved that pilot error
had caused the air disaster, the
three pilots would face man-
slaughter charges,” Song Kuo-
yeh, a prosecutor from Taoyuan
county who is leading the investi-
gation Into the causes of the
crash, told AFP.

The airline has acknowledged
that the pilot's error in turning on
to the wrong runway was the
primary cause of the disaster.

"Even if there were errors at
the airport, the pilots cannot be
exonerated of responsibility.”
Song said.

Neuw tests on breast cancer
need to be assessed further

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: New tests are being devel-

The trouble is, only a very small percentage of

unpredictable element into the volatile mix.

Interviewed by Fox New Channel, Bush did not
directly link the Gore campalgn to the disclosure
but said it was clear a Democratic Party stalwart
was behind it.

"I believe that most Americans are going to come
to the conclusion that this is dirty politics, last
minute politics.” he said.

“l don't know if my opponent's campaign was
involved, but 1 do know that the person who admit-
ted doing it at the last minute was a Democrat and
partisan in Maine,” Bush said.

Tom Connolly, the 1998 Democratic nominee lor
governor in Maine, admitted releasing the 1976
arrest information as an "act of democracy” and
said he had no links with the Gore campaign.

In the latest Reuters/MSNBC tracking poll,
Bush led Gore by 46-42 per cent, a one-point
increase for Bush over the past 24 hours. Other
surveys were roughly in line with that finding.

Green Party-candidate Ralph Nader had 5 per cent

and was hurting Gore in several states.
But the vice president was ahead In Florida,
Michigan and [llinois, giving him hope of reaching

counterattack.

| think the American people are tired of this kind
of ‘gotcha politics’," said Bush campaign spokes-
woman Karen Hughes. She denied a recollection by
Dallas Morning News reporter Wayne Slater that
Bush told him in September 1998 that he had no
other arrests except for a 1968 fraternity prank
involving a stolen Christmas wreath.

The Morning News ran Slater’s story in its Friday
online edition.

The governor refutes” Slater's recollection, said
Hughes.

The paper also reported thal Bush did not men-
tion the conviction on a 1996 jury duty question-
naire. A Bush spokesman said a staff member who
did not know about the conviction filled out the
form.

Gore campaign manager William Daley categori-
callydenied any involvement.

"This charge is wrong. It ismade withiout proof or
evidence ... It is time for Governor Bush's campaign
to stop hurling charges, and start accepting
responsibility,” he said.

oped that should eventually help doctors tallor
treatment for breast cancer patients, but they are
still too experimental fo use on most patients,
experts sald on Friday, reports Reuters.

They sald the tests, including genetie tests meant
to show whether a tumour will be affected by a cer-
tain drug, need to be assessed further In clinical
trials to make sure they will actually make a differ-
ence Lo womern.

The rts, Including top oncologists and
researchers from around the country, spent three
days debating the best breasl cancer Lrealtments at a
National Institutes of Health “"consensus confer-
ence.”

"It is not to say that these (new tests) shouldn't be
studied,” Dr. Patricia Eifel, a professor at the M D
Anderson cancer centre at the Universily of Texas
and chalr of the panel, told a news conference. "A lot
of these are not sufficiently valldated to use in deter-

Cosla of the Yale University School of Medicine.

A\

cancer patients take part in clinical trials, so it s
hard to quickly get useful information about poten-
tal new treatments.

This year more than 180,000 US women will be
diagnosed with breast cancer and 41,000 will die of
it, according to the American Cancer Soclety. A
woman has about a one In 10 chance of developing
breast cancer,

Experts say most breasl cancer cases are now
caught early, and the standard treatment is to cut
out either the tumour or the whole affected area.
Radiation and chemotherapy add to the success of
the operation, the idea being to catch any tiny little
tumours too small to detect.

But there is no real consensus on which chemo-
therapy drugs are be best to use, who should get
them and when.

The experts said their statement would begin to
address this Issue. Gene chips and similar devices

but not yet.

Popular vote does not
assure election

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: It has happened before -- a presidential can
didate wins the popular vote but loses the White House -- and it could
happen again this year, reports AFP.

The close race between Republican George W. Bush and Democral
Al Gore makes this possible because the popular vote is not the final
word in selecting a US president.

Americans will vote November 7 in 50 separate state elections, along
with one for the District of Columbia, to choose members of the Elec
toral College.

These electors will meet December 18 in each state and choose the
president.

Each state sends a number of electors equal to its representation in
Congress, along with three others for the District of Columbia. To win,
a candldate must receive 270 votes

Electors are not bound by federal law to vote for the candidate who
wins the popular vote, although some states have imposed that
requirement. Usually, the winner of each state's popular vote wins all
that state's electoral votes.

Three times in history, the winner of the popular vote has failed to
capture the White House. Most recently, in 1888, the Electoral College
chose Republican Benjamin Harrison over Democratic incumbent
Grover Cleveland, even though Cleveland had defeated Harrison in the
popular vote.

It also happened in 1876, when the Republican Rutherford Haves
won Lthe electoral vote over popular -vote winner Samuel Tilden, a Dem
ocrat,

And in 1824, John Quincy Adams was chosen president by the
House of Representatives afler none of four candidates gained a major
ity of electoral voles, even though Andrew Jackson had won the popu-
lar vote.

Harrison's victory in 1888 did not raise much protest, but should the
same thing happen now, "there would be a flurry of propositions to
amend the Constitution,” said Walter Berns, a government professor at
Georgetown Unlversity.

Not all experts agree. “There would be a lot of sounds and artieles bul
nothing at the end,” said Allan Lichtman, a presidential scholar at
Amerlcan University. "It is very difficult to change the constitution and
the small states will never agree.”

Still, should Bush win the popular vote but lose in the Electoral

Democratic presidential candidate and US Vice President Al Gore, his wife Tipper, and his daughter
Kristin greet supporters upon their arrival at the airport in Des Moines, lowa, on Friday. -AFP photo

White House
still ultimate
prize

WASHINGTON, Nov 4: No
matter where it begins, every US
presidential race ends in a
stately mansion at 1600 Penn-
sylvania Avenue known to every
American and the outside world
as the White House, reports AFP.

The building that celebrated
its 200th anniversary this week
combines a command centre
from where the president man-
ages the federal government, the
living quarters for his family. a
popular museum, and one of the
most recognisable symbols of US
sovereignty.

Its history, and the history of
the nation's capital, began when
President George Washingtlon
signed an Act of Congress in
December of 1790 declaring that
the federal government would
reside in a district "not exceed-
ing ten miles square ... on the
river Potomac.”

Together with city planner
Pierre L'Enfant, Washington
chose the site for his new resl-
dence, where construction
began in October of 1792.

But the first president to
actually live in the mansion was

John Adams who moved in with
his wife, Abigail, on November 1,
1800.

In 1814, the White House --
together with the Capitol -- was
burned down by British troops.
It took three vears to restore it to
its former splendour,

Thomas Jellerson opened the
White House for public tours,

| R . ; : : and It has remained open,
DIP-26150-29/10) PWD Division mlplng therapy at this point. that measure proteins produced by cells may play a | College, “we will fight. You can count on the media to fuel the thing big except during wartime, ;:.ﬂ
G 1041 Bagerhat. They have a lot of potential,” added Dr. Jose role one day In determining the best drug therapy, | time,”a Bushalde told the New York Daily News. since.
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