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Culture Counts in Sustainable
Development

Excerpts from the Address by H E Lamberto Dini Minister of For-
eign Affairs of Italy, to the conference “Culture Counts: The Financing,
Resources and the Economics of Culture in Sustainable Development”
Held in Florence in 1999
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Lhere as an  Haluan
native ol Florenc
could not have hoped for a

: nare appropriate venue  than

i Fihis city. and this region. one ol
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e it is opening up the
tronners  allowing the world s
dismherited 1o migrate on  a
massive scale
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I he lulll-put' Ol vast entiues
lias been a liberation. Return-
national roots has.
itsell. a renovauting power. Bul
we nust be caretul to prevent
what we unlortunately see hap-
pDenmye toclav. we niast nol
allow 1t to lead to an absolute
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rio: international  authority,
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Peonple ol Banagladesh ance (o the
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ltchan communiiy resicding here
(e Dest o wishes and uarmest
greelings on behall o) the Presi-
dent of the Kepublic of lialy
(arlo Azeqglio Cranmgpy, and nug-
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Fhis date marks also my one
yedr siay i thus Cournry wnere
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in the recen! pasi
ltaly and Banalacdesh
been growing rapidly. Our
relations are  becomiing more
comprehensive and cioser in 1he
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cultural and develop-

mernt cooperation [ields, As rec-
ogrnition of the strengtherung of
our ties our Frimve Minister came
here in 1995 and I sincerely

hope that this visit will be soon
recinrocatec.
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\mbassador of Italy
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changing so rapidly, cultare lies
at the very heart of .orowth and
conymumeation. It s a vital
connponent of ldentry and par-

ticipation. Culture and  eco-
nomics, sentiments and signs
practices and values c¢an no
i“lli.j“T be dissociated Whole
countries, individuals and

ronps are committed to coni-
bitune the ability to parucipate
i the world of tec hnology and
the markets. withh the conser-
vition of thewr own meuorny

It is now acknowledged that
culture  ancd !|+'1r'hl]"||il'!|1 Al
interdependent. and we Know
thus to bhe true from ol onr owll
daily experience and pracuee
Fivs l1as beenn one ol the foun-
laron miternational
stratepgy since the world Conler-
ence on Cultural Polictes  in
Mexico City. which throughon!
the Nineties was the backboi
of human development pro-
moted bv the United Nations
Fhe concept has been strongly
reaflirmed at the international
{ onference on Cultural Policies
lor  Development., held i
Stockhofin in 1998, This is the
approach that underpins the
workk of the World Bank. in
particular. At the September
1968 Washington Conlerence
the World Bank once again
I'l"l'ﬂ.‘;l[t“ll. is ]"h*tlut' o take ac-
count of the Cultural dimension
in all its projects. particularly
with reference to justice, social
mciusion, poverty alleviation
aud the need to involve the
local people in saleguarding
theiwr own lhustorical heritage

[ am quite sure that the
Florence Conlerence will also
make a contribution fo defining
sound parameters for a new
SITale gy Parameters that witl
take acconnt of new factors: the
fact it so many traditions are
dving out the need for individ-
nal independence: the newly
emerging meeting between the
world s great cultures: the risk
of new forms of fundamental-
Isn: collective migration, which
IS increasing the nuwnber ol
multiethinic societies: the con-
centration of wealthh and knowl-
edge. And the impact of science
and rechnology on new wavs ol
thunkimg and produecmg. This is
wihiy our work must draw inspi-
ration, i wmy opinion. from the
lollowing principles:

Al Interaction between cul-
ire and sustainable develop-
ment Programmes and projects
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must be incorporated into de-
velopment policies in line with
t problems ol identity, com-
nnaty, solidarity and culture.
) Safeguarding identity and
cultural diversity. Intercultural,
dialogue is an essential compo-
nent part of sustainable devel-
opment and we have a twofold
task belore us: to save the ex-
traordinary  cultural diversity
that has been created by the
diaspora of humanity, and at
the same time build up a com-
mon lansuage. It is a twofold
Process Ol ;,].”]“J_l down roots

in the past and projecting our-
selves towards the [uature., in-
volving  in particular the
crerging countries

c) Svnergy between the
public sector and the private
sector. Saleguarding our heri-
tage by investing in them the

resources of private individuals
andd large corporations has beern
o11e ol the most reassuring facts
thiat have emerpged 1 recent
Vieeldrs

Ihis is particularly visible in

fltalv., to protect that unmense
open-air musewm which Italy
is. and whichh Andre Malraux

once defined as the ‘mvsternious
atherland of all the arts

d) The development of our
partners operational capacities.
Enhancing the value of our
heritage depends on educating
and training people to work to
conserve and restore it and to
manage our cultural sites.

Italy's policy is helping to
raise the quality and quantity
standards ol the education
svstem in several countries. The
future belongs not only to those
who will have raw materials at
their disposal, or those who
dominate manufacturing, It will
also belong to all those who are
able to develop the industry of
science and of information in a
iree and competitive climnate
Investinent in education is the
only way to guarantee the sur-
vival ol a nation in the coming
century.

Italy has always held a
prominent position in enhanc-
img and bringing out the value
of cultural heritage in every
part of the world. Obviously
our own history accounts for
much of this sensitivity, where
art and culture have a particu-
lar vocation. Italy is a country
in which knowledge and inno-
vation are interwoven., A coun
irv where it is not difficult to
lind people, like Christopher
Columbus, who are ready to
launich out on impossible ad-
ventures. Or to continue, like
Galilleo. believing in their own
observations, in the face of the
scepticisim of the learned. Or (o
contemplate the perfection of
the human body with the acute
vision of Leonardo

Perhaps it is also because of
our close familiarity with ari
that our cooperation in over-
seas development, particularly
in the latter half of the Eighties,
has aimed at combining eco-
nomntcs, society, culture. and
the discovery and preservation
of the past,

This has been the thinking
underlyving so many of the res-
toration ventures we have car-
ried through, particularly in the
Middle East, such as our con-
iribution to creating the new
Lgvptian museum in Calro, and
the new Library in Alexandria

Not to mention the restora-
tion schools set up In Slovenia
or Jordan, and the university
training programs in  the
Maghreb, But we have looked
harther than our immediate
horizons, to be able to play a
part in establishing the Lt.ht'ml
ol Restoration in the People's
Republic of China, in reviraliz-
ing the ancient city ol Sana'a,
and supporting vocational
iraining prograns in Ethiopla,

Eritrea, Angola and Mozain-
hlrlur
At thie multilateral level |

would ke to mention the sub-
stantial tinancial  contribution
that  Italy makes (o *Unesco,
second in volume only to Ja-
|n‘-IH 5. .
Numerous projects are also

being financed by Italy through |

' the world's seven
O;Hl‘-.':lllf't'il courIniries,
has undoubtedly experi-

most
I many aspeclts,
most atypical process of (ndus-

Even as recently as
1950s ltaly had, sta-
mainly
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SPECIAL SUPPLEMENT

From City-States to
Global Village

Italy’s productive activity rests on the success of a network of small
and medium size enterprises that since the Renaissance continue to be

the building blocks of a strong economy.

By Mario Baldassarri
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lully weather the winds of in-
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challenges of technology and

tanties, 1o Consoli-
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teristics are  linked to the
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HEARTY GREETINGS
TO THE GOVERNMENT AND THE PEOPLE OF
THE REPUBLIC OF ITALY
ON THE OCCASION OF
NATIONAL DAY
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