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TV services

NEW DELHI, Nov 2: India has
further its broadcasting
sector with the cablnet announc-
ing today that it would allow
direct-to-home (L TH) satellite
television services, reports AFP.

"The cabinet has approved the
opening up of DTH hroadcasting
on Ku band,” FParliamentary

Alffairs Minister Pramod Mahajan

sald after a cabinet meeting.

Until now, satellite broadcasts
in India could only be down-
loaded by licensex cable opera-
tors who then sen“~ed Individual
households.

DTH will cut out the cable
intermediary through the use of
individual satellite dishes.

Proposals to allow DTH in India
were first mooted in 1996.

However they were hampered
by fears {t would allow unhin-
dered transmission of program-

into India, resulting In a
"cultural invasion.”

The idea was revived by the
Hindu nationalist-led govern-
ment in 1998,

But it was only earlier this
week that a group ol ministers
gave the final go-ahead on condi-
tion of an in-built regulatory
mechanism to monlitor

1me content.

They also laid out provisions to
address concerns regarding the

ol "unhindered multiple
channel access” as the critics of
DTH pul it.

Transport strike
in Calcutta

CALCUTTA, Nov 2: A transport
strike today crippled Calcutta as
tens of thousands of commulers
found themselves stranded and
unable to get to work, reports
AFP.

The three-day strike is being
observed by the city's 4,500 pri-
vale bus and minibus operators
who are demanding a rise in fares
to offset a government imposed
fuel price hike. '

Unlon leader Sadhan Das said
the strike had been called after
three rounds of talks with the
state government failed to make
any headway.

"We have been let down by the
government. We cannot wait any
longer,” Das said.

The bus strike resulted in
dangerous overcrowding on the
rallway and metro, while taxi
drivers began charging exorbitant
prices.

In the end, tens of thousands of
people walked to work or simply
staved at home.

SUVA, Nov 2: Furious
gunbattles erupted here today
when speclal forces troops
involved in Fiji's May coup muti-
nied and tried to selze the army
headquarters, leaving at least two
dead and 10 wounded. reports
AFP. |

The new crisis on the Pacific
Islands nation began when forces
from the Counter Revolulionary
Warfare (CRW) unit seized part of
the Queen Elizabeth Barracks,
headquarters of the Fiji military
forces, taking several senlior

officers hostﬁ:‘
Heavy gu and explosions
were heard at the barracks in the

afternoon and residents said they
could feel the ground shake from
the explosions.

The home of military com-
mander Commodore Voreqe
Bainimarama in a quiet Suva
suburb was also the scene of
fierce fighting at one point in with
what military sources said was an
ambush.

Military spokesman Howard
Politini said on radio late Thurs-

day that the military forces had
retaken their barracks but 20
rebel soldiers had escaped.

“They are armed and consid-
ered dangerous,” he said of the
rebels, asking all Suva residents
to stay indoors.

Politini said In the mutiny so
far two people had died and 10
were wounded, one eritically.

In an address to the nation
interim Prime Minister Laisenia
Qarase also sald the situation
was under control.

"The military 18 now clearing
up the last patches of resistance,”
he said on television,

The long-awalted showdown
began when CRW members,
earller charged with treason and
released from prison just two
weeks ago, took hostage several
senfor army officers while they
were having lunch.

A military source told AFP
earlier that about 40 rebels were
involved in the mutiny.

Bainimarama managed 1o
escape to safety through the
bushes at the back of the bar-
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Pak local govt po
in December

Int'l observers to monitor elections

ISLAMABAD, Nov 2: Interna-
tional organisations are planning
to monitor Pakistan's local gov-
ernment elections scheduled by
the military regime to begin next
month, officials said Wednesday,
reports AFP.

"We welcome such visits and
we will try our best to facilitate
them,” senior election commis-
sion official Mohammad Afzal
Khan told AFP.

"Our endeavour would be to
help them visit a maximum num-
ber of polling stations in different
provinces.”

The commission had already
received assessment missions
from the New York-based Inter-
national Republican Institute,
the Asia Foundation and diplo-
matic teams from the European
Union and the US embassy, he
said.

Reports quoting Pakistani
diplomatic sources in Washing-
ton said the US-based Carter
Centre also planned Lo send an
assessment team this month and
election observers in December.

The elections will be the first
since General Pervez Musharral

toppled Prime Minister Nawaz
Sharif in a coup in October last
year and are Lhe first step In the
military regime's ambitious plan
to create a "true democracy.”

Under the proposed devolution
plan, Musharral has vowed (o
transfer power from the provin-
cial level to the villages, with one
third of seats in the local body
assemblies reserved for women.

“This change in the system will
be revolutionary and will benelit
the people enormously as Lhe
devolution plan will give them the
power, authority and finances to
run government up to district
level and below,” Musharral said
when he unveiled the plan In
August.

In the first phase the govern-
ment has scheduled elections in
18 districts of the country's four
provinces.

It plans to complete the stag-
gered polls in August next year,
before moving on to provincial
elections and a general election
by October 12, 2002, when
Musharral says he will step aside
for a civilian government.

The voting age has been

Ils begin

soldiers killed

racks and was later seen visiting
wounded soldlers at Suva's Colo-
nial War Memorial Hospital,

CRW soldlers played a key role
in the May 19 coup of falled busi-
nessman George Spelght, but he
Is under detention on Nukulau
island near here and Is not
belleved to have played a direct
role inThursday's events, |

When Spelght selzed parlia-
ment In May he was supported by
CRW founder llisoni Ligairt and
soldiers from the special forces
unit he founded,

Former milit strongman
and 1987 coup leader Sitlvenl
Rabuka was seen at the barracks
late Thursday trying (o negotiate

‘an end to the crists.

Politini, who was away from
the barracks when the attack
began, told reporters earller that
the barracks was still under the
command of troops loyal (o
Bainimarama.

But he could not confirm the
exact number of senior offlcers
held hostage In the officers mess
which had been taken over by the

dropped from 21 to 18 years and
electoral rolls have already been
updated. Sources sald a mock
poll would be held in the next two
weeks.,

The last general election In
akistan was in 1997 when
Shari! won a thumping victory.
Provincial elections were held the

following year.
All parliaments have been
suspended since the October

coup under a provisional consti-
tution empowering Musharraf as
“chiel executive.”

His Local Government Plan
2000 envisages a (hree-tered
system of assemblies in districts
and villages designed (o inlegrale
rural and urban governments
and decentralise the bureaucracy
lo meel community needs,

The local body elections will be |

on a non-party basis and
Musharraf has urged the people
tlo vole for candidates who are
conscious of the population's
problems.

But political parties are oppos

ing the plan and have described it |

as unworkable in a country with
deeply rooted traditions of tribal
and feudal power.

rebels.

He sald the rebels had also
taken over the operations cell and
cult off all. cornmunicatlons to
these two places. Bul the military
armoury, earller reported to have
fallen to the rebels, was still
under army control, Politini said.

He reassured Fijlans the attack
was contalned within the bar-
racks although security forces
were on full alert for unrest in
other parts of the country.

The army's third Infantry
regiment which was outside on
exercises had rushed back when
news of the mutiny broke out and
surrounded the camp.

Some in full battle gear went In
through the gates and soon after
another burst of shooling began
within the barracks.

Fiji was just returning to some
normalcy after the May 19 coup
which led to the setting up of a
military administration.

A curfew which had been
relaxed just a week ago was once
again in force for residents of the
grealer Suva area.

Jemima blasts
western media

over ME

coverage

ISLAMABAD, Nov 2: Jemlima
Khan, the British-born wife of
Pakistanl cricket hero and politl-
cian Imran Khan, lashed the
Western media and US politicians
today for alleged blas against
Muslims, reports AFP.

Writing in an article for the
News daily, she, said US politi-
clans and the media were slaves
to the powerful Jewish lobby,
which was slanting reporting of
the ongoing Palestinian uprising
in favour ol Israel.

She said she was “sceptical
about canspiracy theorles but the
current furore in the Muslim
world surrounding the Western
media coverage of cvents in the
Middle East is, In my opinion,
justified.”

Citing several examples, she
sald major international news
broadcasters were "shockingly
unprolessional and blased” and
showed "blatant” disregard for
the truth in their reports from the
Palestinian territories.

Linking this with the US elec
tion campaign, she said: "Coordi-
nated, heavyv political donations
plus a history of block voting for
the most pro-Israel presidential
candidate has paid off {for the US
Jewish lobby)."

COLOMBO,

Nov 2: Tamil
Tigers chiel Velupillal
Prabhakaran has set Immediate
cessation of hostilities by Sri
Lankan troops as a key condition
lor resuming peace talks after a
six-year gap., a rebel statement
sald today, reporis AP.

Prabhakaran adopted a tough
line during his two-hour meeting
on Wednesday with Norwegian
peace envoy ErlkK Solhelm in
territory controlled by him in the
north, where he wants to set up a
homeland lor the country's 3.2
million minority Tamils.

He sald he was willing to hold
talks to end the 17-year blood
shed in this small island nation
off India’'s southern coast, the
rebel statement said. The war has
left some 63,000 people dead and
one million internally displaced.

Prabhakaran, the Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelamn chief, sug
gested a process of de-escalation
of the conflict Necessary
prerequisite for a dialogue, the
rebels said in a staternent posted
on their Web site.

"By de-escalation Prabhakaran
meant the cessation of armed
hostilities, the removal of military
aggression and occupation, the
of
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Stan Lewis feeds the swans in the street flooded by waters

g

from the river Severn outside his shop in

Bewdley, United Kingdom, yesterday. Lewis, who has occupied the shop for 30 years says that the
current flooding is the worst that he has seen in that time.

--AFP photo
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UNITED NATIONS, Nov 2:
Yugoslavia's new democratic
government joined the United
Nations, opening a new chapter
in Belgrade's relations with the
international community after
eight years of UN ostracism
under former strongman
Slobodan Milosevic, reports AP.

By acclamation and with a
loud round of applause, the 189-
member General Assembly on
Wednesday overwhelmingly
approved Yugoslavia's applica-
tion for UN membership and
hailed Belgrade's democratic
transition and the newly elected
president, Vojislav Kostunica.

“This indeed is a historic day
for the United Nations, and for
the Balkans for all of Europe,
Indeed for all of the world,” said
US Ambassador Richard
Holbrooke. "We welcome Yugosla-
via as the United Nations' newest
member.”

Alter General Assembly Presi-
dent Harri Holkeri proclaimed the
Federal Republic of Yugoslavia
admitted, the Yugoslav delega-
tlon was led to its seats in the
General Assembly hall where a
Yugoslavia”" nameplate was
placed in front of the members.

Yugoslavia joins UN

Once the meeting adjourned,
ambassadors gathered outside
UN headquarters to watch as the
red, white and blue flag of the
former Socialist Federal Repukblic
of Yugoslavia was lowered for the
last time and the flag of the Fed-
eral Republic of Yugoslavia
identical but without a big red
star in the middle was raised.

'With legitimate pride, the
Yugoslav people are going to take
their rightful place in the concert
of nations," French Ambassador
Jean-David Levitte told the
assembly, speaking on behalf of
the European Union.

Under Milosevic, Yugoslavia
had refused to comply with the
General Assembly's 1892
demand that it apply for UN
admission as a new country
following the breakup of the
Yugoslav soclalist republic in the
early 1990s

Milosevic had argued that his
government was the legitimate
successor state and didn't need
to apply. As a result, Yugoslavia
was barred Irom speaking or
voting in the General Assembly,
although it remained a UN mem-
ber and the communist-era flag
flew at UN headquarters.

reports from Tehran.
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US-Japan military exercises: jipnes
and US troops on Thursday began large-scale military exercises that
will include the bigges'-ever search-and-rescue drill by the two
countries, AP reports froin Tokyvo. 4

Held every two years, the joint maneuvers are intended to “in-
crease the defensive readiness” of Japan's Self-Delence Forces and
US military personnel stationed here, sald US Forces Japan spokes-
woman Master Sgt. Eudith Rodney. This year they will involve a total
of 21,400 military personnel, about 20 ships and 300 alrcraft over
17 days, Japan's Defense Agency sald In a statement.

Iran seizes ship carrying Iraqi oil: ian

has Impounded a tanker carrying smuggled Iraqi oil in breach of

—

—

United Nations sanctions, state radio sald Thursday, I'%t--utt*rsl

The tanker, carrying 1,800 tonnes of crude. was seized by police in
coastal waters near Kish island alter a tip-off, the radio said. The
ship's captain has been detained and the oil confiscated, Ten other
crew, mainly Arabs and Indians, have been allowed to go free, the

radlo added.

7 women Naxalites killed: scven women

Naxaliles of the banned People's War Group (PWG) were killed in an
encounter with police at Satharajupalli village in Malhar Mandal of
Karimnagar district on Wednesday, police sald, PTI reports from

Hyderabad.

According to police here, about 30 Ultras were holding a meeting
on the village outskirts when a police party, on a tip-off, reached
there. The police asked the Naxals to surrender but they opened fire
at them. In the subsequent retaliatory firing by police, seven Naxals
were killed, while others managed to escape, police sald.

Wahid to ViSit A“Stralia: Indonesian Pres)-

dent Abdurrahman Wahid sald Thursday his on-again, off-again
visit to Australia would go ahead at the end of November despite

criticism by his

political opponents, AP reports from Jakarta.

Relations between the two countries deteriorated sharply last
{;car when Australia led an international peacekeeping foree to end
loody militla violence In East Timor after the provinee voted for
Independence from Indonesta. "God willing, 1 will visit Australia at
the end of this month to explain everything about our relationship,”
he told a group of reglonal parliamentarians during a meeting at the

presidential palace InJakarta.

Wounded soldiers are transferred on a pick-up van in Suva yesterday after a mutiny by soldiers have
left two dead and 10 wounded while senior military officers have been taken hostage. The new crisis,
associated with a coup in Fiji earlier this year, began at 1 pm when soldiers from the Counter
Revolutionary Warfare unit seized part of the headquarters of the Fiji Military Forces. -- AFP photo
Peace talks only after cessation
h KN ‘
of hostilities: Prabhak
- aran
embargo and the creation of think-tank National Peace Coun-
conditions of normalcy In the cil.
Tamil homeland.” "He has got into a bunker men-

“The LTTE leader also insisted tality, as he does not meet anyone
that the Sri Lanka government from the outside world. but now
should take the initiative of relax-  that it has happened it may help
Ing the conditions of war i it him to realise that he can settle
wanted genuine peace,” the stale- the issues by talking,” Perera
ment said. said.

Sri Lanka's state-run radio The rebel leader has not been
reported the meeting without any  seen since 1987 when India tried
comment. But government to broker a peace deal. During
spokesman Ariva Rubasinghe 1995 peace talks, Prabhakaran
sald he has forwarded the rebel sent his deputies and did not
offer to relevant ministries. attend personally.

"We have no comment right ‘Both the parties discussed
now, bul our stand is that this several pertinent issues and the
administration would always discussions were cordial and
prefer a peaceful end to this war," constructive,” the rebel statement
he told the Assoclated Press. sald about the meeting between

The rebel stalement said Prabhakaranand Solheim.
Prabhakaran's position was Solheim has been trying si..ce
cordial and constructive.” last vear to bring the Sri Lankan

Prabhakaran won support govermment and the LTTE to the
from the main opposition United negotiating table. The last round
National Party. of talks was held after President

Karu Jayasuriya, a top UNP Chandrika Kumaralunga was
leader, said his party welcomes [irst elected more than six vears
any peace move and will support  ago.
any Initiative that could end the The minority Tamils accuse the
war. majority Sinhzalese who are 14

[ think what is positive is that million of the country's 18.6
Prabhakaran has metl with some- million people of widespread
one from the outside world.” said discrimination in education and
Jehan Perera of the independent  jobs.
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