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Experts at a seminar yester-
day said that the grmtea:tﬂchal-
lenge of the 21st century wonld
be to maintain and sustain the
culture of peace across the globe,
reports BSS.

democracy accountability,
transparency and - gover-
nance should be established first
for achieving a peaceful society,
they observed.

The observation was made at a
national seminar on "State of
democracy in Bangladesh,”
organised by the Peace and Con-
flict Studies Department of
Dhaka University at the Bangla-
desh Institute of International
and Strategic Studies (BIISS)
auditorium.

Vice-Chancellor Professor AK
Azad Chowdhury inaugurated
the two-day seminar. the first
academic venture of the newly
established department in collab-
oration with the Institute for
Democracy and Electoral Assis-
tance (IDEA) of Sweden and the

Please see page 8 for What's

on today. Tomorrow, Weather
and Here & There.

Three main components of
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£ Seminar on state of democracy

Institute of Politics and Interna-
tional Studies of the University of
Leeds of the United Kingdom.

The university is conducting
research work in 10 emerging
democratic nations. Two coun-,
tries from Asin  Bangladesh and
the South Korea have been cho-
sen for the global study.

Dr Nalinl Vittal from the Uni-
versity of Leeds gave a presenta-
tion at the inaugural session
chaired by the Pro-vice-
chancellor Prof M Shahadat Ali.

Chairperson of the Peace and
Conflict Studies Department
Professor Dalem Chandra
Barmon, Professor of Mass Comn-
munication and Journalism
Department of Dhaka University
Dr Golam Rahman and Dr
Tasneem Siddiqui of the Political
Science Department also spoke
on the occasion.

Vice-chancellor Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury sald that democracy
cannot be cultured and nurtured
only by the social and political
clite, but it requires the active
participation of the common
11Aasses.,

“As long as the gap between the
have's and have not's remains,

—

ood governance a must
for peaceful society

democracy cannot get an ideal
shape. If you can meet the basic
needs of the people and give them
better life, democracy could be
established.” he said.

Referring to Bangladesh, Prof
Azad said that a unique systemn of
caretaker government to hold the
general elections in a free and fair
manner has been developed
through people’s movement that
can be taken as a model for
emerging democratic nations.

Dr Nalini Vittal from the Uni-
versity of Leeds in hier speech sald
that people should ran the coun-
try as the centre of democratic
svstem lies with the people.

She said the policy makers of
Bangladesh should consider the
complex nature of the society in
establishing democracy.

"Accountable governance is
the pre-condition of democracy.
People should actually get what
has been described in papers like
the constitution.” she observed.

The Inaugural session was
followed by the first working
session where presentation was
made on “citizenship. law and
rights” by the chairperson of the
departient..

Khaleda demands
release of Ctg
- Sramik Dal leader

By Staff Correspondent

Leader of the Opposition in
Parliament and BNP Chairperson
Khaleda Zia vesterdav demanded
immediate release of Sramik Dal
leader MM Nazimnuddin in
Chittagong amd v ged the govern-
ment to stop hling “false” cases
against opposition® activists
under the Public Salety Act.

In a statement vesterday. she
said that the government
arrested labour leader
Nazimuddin under the PSA to
cover up the failures of the ruling
party.

She said
instead of

the governmeut,
curbing terrorism

- aunleashed by cadres of AL, is

arresting opposition leaders and
workers on false charges to divert

people's attention as well as to foil
the current oust-government
novenient.

Khaleda Zia also condenmed
the Killing of BNP activist
Mohammad Ismail at Feni. She
alleged that the BNP activist was
killed in an attack by Sonagazi
police and AL terrorists. .

The BNP Chairperson
demanded inmnediate arrest and
exemplary punishment of those
responsible for the murder.

In another statement, BNP
secretary general Abdul Mannan
Bhuivan protested the arrest of
Feni district JCD President
Yeakub Nabi and another leader
Naimullah. He demanded inuone-
diate release of the JCD leaders.

—
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From page 12
and seven lobbvist firms  the
possibility of hicreasing export of
Bangladeshi apparels to that
couitry.

Referring to the recent pro-
posal by EU for allowing duty-free
and quota-free access of goods
from least developed countries,
Sinha said the government
should take immediate steps to
avail the chance and ensure entry
of Bangladeshi goods to markets
in US, Canada. Japan and such
other countries. :

He suggested that the govern-
ment coudd send letters to heads
of government of these countries
seeking such facility. :

The issue can also be raised at
the next conference of World
Trade Organisation (WTO)

Sinha said the TDA 2000 Bill
passed by the US Congress last
month will also affect Bangla-
desh's apparel export to the US.

The Bill allowed duty-free and

Goods train

derails

_ MYMENSINGH, Oct 30: Rail
communications on
Mymensingh-Chittagong route
remained suspended following
derailment of a number of bogies
of a goods train at Kristipur level
crossing in the town since this
morning, reports UNB.
ay sources sald nine
bogles of the Bahdurabad-bound
train from Chittagong went out of
the tracks at the level crossing.

causing serious damages to the
rail lines.

KMCH tense

From page 12
The administration has col-

lapsed as both physicians and
- nurses are divided over this issue

a8 reports of three probe bodies
are yet to be submitted, KMCH
, Sources sajd.

Rahela’s husband Tawhidul
Alam Mantu complained to
Sonadanga police on October 28
1 st Dr. Razia Sultana, Dr.
5 and Dr. Rabiul Igbal in this
- regard. Mantu filed o case today
EMimlng with ten doctors and

- DUCSES as Wilnesses
. AC (Sadar)
and OC Md, Shajahan today met
?'r_.':_.,,;_l;,‘_‘gg ! ﬂull_mruim Secking coop-
0T In the jnvestigation,
SEAppointent of orthopae-
Eon Dr AQM Hamild Asgar
Ll hcm“‘ principal of
G hiead of the probe
body f”ﬂmh)‘ Henlth Mhln.-;tn'
has also Angered the doctors,
nurses and elnployees of the
hospital. Sl

We are i 1o mosd 1o aceept
whatever the report the new
principal sulnnits as his appoint-

(quite  irregalar  and
unwanted o at least per cent

of doctors. nrses and Heral

2 employees due 1o his mora rpl-
- lude and weakness to the niling

- party, KMCH Nurses' Assoclation

leaders sald.

- Meanwhile 109 patients hayve

Sodar left the KMCH following the

nse sitoaition. '
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quota-free access of apparels
froin 72 sub- Saharan and Carib-
bean nations to the US markets
from this month.

TheAmerica-Bangladesh
Friendship Society. in New York
has taken an initiative to form a
‘Bangladesh caucus' in the US
Congress to persuade amend-
ment to the TDA Bill or inovement
of a new Bill allowing duty-free
and quota-free access of goods
from Bangladesh, he said.

The caucus to be represented
by 15 Congressmen from the
Democratic and the Republican
parties will be formed at the next
session of the US Congress.

This was told by Benjaniine A
Gilman Chairman of Interna-
tional Relation Comunittee in the
House of Representatives at a
dinner party in Washington
which was attended the BGMEA
delegation and some prominent
Congressmai, Sinha said.

Alongside this, the government
should also launch a diplomatic
offensive in Geneva, Washington
and Brussels immediately so that
the developed countries come out
with a positive declaration at the
conference of least developed
countries (LDCs) in Brussels in
May next vear regarding duty-free
and quota-free access of goods
from LDCs, he said.

If a diplomatic offensive is
launched. US, Japan and Canada
may make such declarations at
the conference, lie observed.

Sinba said he would go to
Geneva soon to meet WTO Secre-
tary General Mike More to dis-
cuss possibility of such facilities
for Bangladeshi goods.
~ BGMEA Vice- president
Benajir Aluned, Director Tipu
Munshi and K M Jaman Romel
also addressed the press confer-
ence,

Japan, DPRK

From page 1

“We have only entered into the
serfous phase of real negotia-
tions.” sald the official.

The talks. scheduled to con-
thhue  tomorrow  will  probably
vield only an agreement to keep
on talking, he said.

Two previons round of talks
this vear spittered over North
Korea's insistence on compensa-
on for Japan's olten  brutal
1910-45 occupation and Tokvo's
demands Jor fornation  on
Japanese citizens allegedly
abducted 1o North Korea (o train
sples,

North Korea broke off earlier
talks on tes eight vears ago aftey
angrily rejecting Tokvo's
demands 1o track down 10 Japa-
nese citizens allegedly abducted
Ly Northerny agents. Negofiations
resynned  in April,  but  Nortl
Korea has continued (o deny
abductng anvone. :

Wihile refusing to confirm
whether the abduction [ssue was
raised Manday. the Japanese
official sald negotistors apened
an  in-depth  discussion  into
Japan's colonhal past and how
Tﬂﬁo conld compensate propes
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Fraudulent
practice for
JCI membership

By staff correspondent

Bangladesh Junior Chamber
(BJC) vesterday said a fraudulent
practice for membership of the
Junlor Chamber International
(JCI) has been detected.

In a press release the BJC said
it has recognition of the JCI since
1996. The JCI is based in Florida
in US.

But another organisation
stvled Junior Chamber of Bangla-
desh has been operating in the
country for the last few vears,
misleading BJC members and
other professional bodies

It said a Senator from US s
coming to Bangladesh today to
hand over a cheque lor about one
million US dollars for develop-
ment activities ol the unrecog-
nised JJCH

The BJC is representing Ban-
gladesh in different world forums
It is also carrying out develop-
ment activities and assisting its
njembers in  developing their
careers the Press release saicl,

Alter \BJC, was reCdguiscd i
GG, Ju] gave ]}-.'Hlf,‘_l.i.t:li <1 e
status ol National Organisation
Member (NOMIJ. Shamimun
Nahar (Lipi) is the ‘official contact
person for Bangladesh' it said.

The IBC has been formed by
some ‘black listed and expelled
members led by one Nessar M
Khan', it said.

"The unrecognized body has
been carrying out undesirable
activities, which are confusing
JCI", it added.

BNP high-ups
From page 1

Only former Dhaka City Mavor
and President of BNP's youth
front, Mirza Abbas and former
minister Abdullah Al Noman
attended the rally.

Speaking on the occasion,
Mirza Abbas expressing his
party’s support to the Emplovees
Association. He claimed that
results of the last parliamentary
election were manipulation and
so his party could not forin gov-
ernment.

"We were aware of the rigging.
But we did not stop them as we
wanted a peaceful election.”
Abbas said.

He said that in the next general
election, they would not remain
silent. He alleged that voters in
the CBA election were being
threatened not to vote for the
Employees Assoclation.

"Do not bow to threats, Resist
them by all means and be ready to
gouge out eve-balls of those who
show red eyes, BNP will support
you,” Abbas said.

Abdullah Al Noman said that
he has advised other party col-
leagues not to attend the rally due
lo press criticism. Other leaders
did not turn up fearing criticisin
in the print media, he said.

He said that the press tried to

interpret this rally as a meeting of
BNP.

Indian daily lauds
in Dhaka-Washin

A leading Indian daily, The
Statesiman, yesterday apprec-
Aled the outcome of Primie Minds-
ter Shefkh Hasina's recent visit to
the United States at the vitation
of President Bill Clinton, reports
BSS, L

Itis an frony of history thal the
conntry [(United States) that
dispatched s seventh fleet up
the Bay of Bengal in December
1971 1o atteiupt to scuttle Ban-
gladesh’s Hberation war  and
whose then secretary of stare
described the new country as a
bottoinless pit and an imterna-
Honal basket case, today views it
as a partuer In progress,” The
Statesman sadel in an editorial
publishied yesterday .

Indicating the importance that
the United States now attaches (o
Bangladesh nnder the l&allzrrﬂh:}:

1P

~of Shetkh Hasioa the paper sa
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A two-day exhibition of Pakistani apple and date began at
Sonargaon Hotel in the city yesterday, The High Commission of

Pakistan organised the event.

From page 1
to sign an agreement tomorrow
on fresh recruits of workers trom
Bangladesh. More than two lakh
Bangladeshis are now eniploved

- inn Kuwait

The talks also covered other
bilateral trade and economic
matters as well as the ongoing
crisis in the Middle [Last

The Kuwaliti side
willingness to enhance develop-
ment ald in  different  fields.
expatid volume of two-way trade
and mcrease investinent in Ban-
;ﬂmlt‘all

The two sides agreed to hold a
meeting of the Joint Conumission

expressed

o1l Trade under the Trade and
[':t Glionmge (_'H{-I-t raaliorn .'ﬂ"u;lli:'l"
ment sigmed between the two

countriesin 1979,

Kuwaiti investiment in Bangla-
deshh now stands at US 8265
million, which is channeled
through Kuwait Fand for Arab

Economi¢ Development (KFAED -

The investinents have been wmade
i diflerent - projects ino pesve

|
| ."\LIIJ*IJ_]_"-.' lor irsjpation, electdien

oy, deep tmbewells and in
Ashuganj thermal power plant

Briefing newsmen on the out-
come of the talks. PM's Press
Secretary Jawadul Karim said the
talks were held in a very cordial
and friendly atinosphere.

e S

i

The PM thanked the Kuwaiti
government for extending ‘excel-
lent’ cooperation to Bangladesh
troops engaged in UN peace-
keeping mission in Kuwait since
1990

Earlier, Sheikh Hasina called
on Kuwaiti Amir Sheikh Jaber Al-
Ahmed Al Jaber Al Sabah at the
Amiri Dewan on her arrival at the
oil rich Gull Mhe  Amir
assured confinued support and
ceconomic assistance 1o the devel-
opment of Bangladesh

During the 30-minate talks
the (wo I-l.'.llIl'I‘-w X1 Ihlljgﬂ'l VIEeWS
on strengthening bilateral rela-
tion, particularly in the economic
field as well as situation of the
Muslhim Ununah with reference to
ME crisis

Hasina recalled Kuwait's ini-
tiative for inducting Banglacdesh
into the OIC sununit in Lahore in
1974 and also the visit of
Bangabandhu $Sheikh Mujibur
Haliman toRwwait in 1974

Hasina said Bangladesh
alwavs stands for peace. whicl;
lead detnnera ]
development.

In an oblique reference to
Kuwait-Iraq crisis, she said, "We
don’t want that sovereignty of one
country should be encroached
upon by another country."” She
said Bangladesh stands for the

slale

tssec it ial

Aman rice price
fixed at Tk 1250

er quintal

The Food Planning and Moni-
toring Committee at a meeting
vesterday fixed the price of Aman
paddy at Tk 800 per quintal and
Aman rice at Tk 1250 per quintal
for the year 2000, reports BSS.

The meeting, presided over by
Food Minister Amir Hossain
Amu, also fixed the production
target of Aman Paddy at 105 lakh
metric tons while the procure-
ment target of Aman rice at 2.50
lakh metric tons.

Businessman
rescued, 3 held

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 30: Police
rescued a businessman on
Sunday night who was abducted
earlier in the afternoon from No.2
Rallgate area of the town and
arrested three abductors.

Police said, a group of terror-
Ists Kidnapped Akzl Taher, 40, a
small ftrader from Lalpur of
Fatullah area, at gunpoint from
in front of Diamond cinema hall
at 3:30 p.m. on Sunday and took
liim to a house in Deobhog Aklira.

Later on the same day, when
the kidnappers sent a note to
Taher's wife Aleya Begum
demanding a ransom of Tk
20,000 for his release, Aleya
Begum promptly informed the
local thana about the incident

Following Il]IJ the ransom note,
police raided the house in
Deobhog area at around 11 pun.,
[reeing Abu Taher and arresting
three Kidnappers Khokon, 22,
Mahbub, 20, and Ranjan, 22.

—— e

Kuwait to increase aid

UN resolution to resolve the prob-
lem

Realfirming her commitment
fo democratic process, Hasina
said, "We want that nowhere in
the world an elected government
should be overthrown by any
extraconstitutional power.”

“We want one country shonld
respect-sovereignty ol another. [f
one violates sovereignty of other,
all should condenm it unitedly.”

She called for unity of the
Muslim Ummah, saying that ‘we

can forge unity of the members of

the OIC for mutual progress and
prosperity.

Hasina invited the Kuwaiti
Amir to visit Bangladesh which
the Amir gladly accepted and said
he wish to visit Bangladesh.at a
convenient timne.

‘We have very good and broth-
erly relations and this tie should
further strengthened,” the
Anr told Hasina, vy

Foreign Minister to the Prime
Minister Albddus Soonad  Azadd
Labour Minister MA Mannan,
Principal Secretary to the Prime
Minister Dr. S A Samad, Foreign
Secretary CM Shafi Sami, Press
Secretary Jawadul Karim and
Bangladesh Ambassador in
Kuwait Aminul Hossain Sarker
were present.

bhe

BNP rally at Paltan

From page |

After the meetings, City BNP
President Sadek Hossain Khoka
MP told newsmen that the party
would hold its scheduled public
meeting at Paltan Maidan on
November 7 in a 'peaceful man-
ner' and hoped that 'the govern-

ment would not push BNP
towards taking tougher
programines’.

He said BNP sought permis-
sion to hold the programme at
Paltan Maidan about a month
back and held several meeting
with the authorities, assuring
them that it would bear the
responsibility for any damage to
the preparations for the Bangla
desh-India Cricket Test there.
The cricket match begins on
November 10.

BNP then talked to the Mayor
to allow it hold the public meeting
al Manik Mia Avenue, but to no
effect, he said.

Under this circumstances,
BNP has no alternative but to
hold its meecting at its earlier
announced venue of Paltan
Maidan, he said.

City BNP General Secretary
Abdus Salam said, "We are going
ahead with the preparation (o
hold our grand rally at Paltan
Maidan."

They said Paltan Maidan is a
venue designated for public meet-
Ings and no government can deny
this lacility

Sources sald the party is plan-
ning to announce tougher

Within a gap of seven months
President Clinton not only et
Sheikh Hasing twice, once
by visiting Dhalia in March last
antl then by inviting her to Wash -
Ington, but talked of evolving a
new welatonship intended to be
different from the donor-
recipient ties (n the past. Clinton
accorded this honour in recogiis-
g the American Investment in
Bangladesli's gas  sector, No
wonder he promised Hasina to
hike the Ammerican tnvestment (o
LIS dallars 8000 million soon. i
1996 1t was only US dollar 80
nullion.”

Referring to President
Clinton's conment that "Anierien
wias not a sale haven for Killegs,”
the editorial safd. "Prestident
Clintan has shown undepstand-
g for Shelkh Hasina's degiand

e Killers of SheikhgMujib

programimes if the government
tries to foil thre November 7
programme,

According to insiders, BNP and
its allies are yet to begin 're-

quired” preparations for the
public meeting. The allics --
Jatiya Party, Jamaat-e-Islami

and Islami Oikya Jote -- are com-
pletely silent about it.

BNP sources said party units in
districts adjoining Dhaka have
also showmn interest about joining
the November 7 'grand’ rally. But
they are yet to get instruction
from the central leadership, they
said

3 more villages
flooded

From Our Correspondent

SATKHIRA, Oct 30: With the
inundation of three more villages,
the overall flood situation in
Pratapnagar union in Assassuni
upazila aggravated today.

During the last two days, at
least 11 villages were inundated
in Pratapnagar union when an
embankment bv the side of the
river Kabodak near Kaunia gave
in to tidal surge on Saturday.

The flood water entered
through Nakna beel and sub-
merged three villages today and
eight villages yesterday,

The affected villages are
Dhacharati, Mandarbazar.
GoKulnagar, Nakna,
Sanatankati,  Shripur, Sripur,
Kalyanpur, Khajra. Shirsha,
Pratapnagar and Kuri Khunia

new tide

gton ties

biding i the US be extradited
Knowing Hasina's sensitivity oves
the issue which figured promi
nently  during  her  discussion,
President  Clinton ordered  his
Attorney General Janet Reno to
expedite matters.”

Rolling out a red carpet wel-
come 1o Hasina soon after Atal
Biharl Vajpayee's successiul visit
to Washington was meant to
convey the importance that Wasli-
Ington attaches not ondy to South
Astac but the region's two func-
Hioning democracies vis-a-vis the
mlitary dictatarship in Pakistan,
the editor ial said

In March last, The Statesman
sald, the American  president
showed his open disapproval ol
the nflitary reghne by anly mak-
g a tiving visit to Islamabad
whereas "he spent alowost a week
b i aod Bangladesh "

tary Dr Akbar Al Khan and NBR
Chatrman

One beaten to
death in Magura

From Our Correspondent

MAGURA, Oct 30: One person
was beaten to death following an
altercation over damaging crops
in Sadar nupazila.

The dead was identified as
Cheniruddin, 45, son of Abu
Taleb Molla of village Kalinagar in
Magura Sadar upazila.

Police and witnesses said,
Cheniruddin got into an argu-
ment when his hens damaged the
paddy of Akmol Molla's land is
Kalinagar village.

At one stage Akmol and his
supporters beat him severely.

Cheniruddin  was rushed to
Magura Sadar hospital in  criti-
cal condition at about 5 pm yes-
terday. He succumbed to his
injuries at the hospital this morn-
ing.

A case was lodged with
Magura Sadar thana in this con-
nection. °

Shab-e-Barat

From page |

October 29, the comunittee
asked the DC and Islamic Foun-
dation, Nilphamari, to check
genuineness of the news on emer-
gency basis.

Interviewing the locals,
district administration and
islamic Foundation found the
news valid and accordingly
informed the committee

Alter reviewing the messages,
the Moon Sighting Comunittee
tecided that the Shaban month
began October 29 and therefore
the holy Shab-e-Barat will be
observed on November 11, said a
press release.

JS body

From page 12

ment and stressed the need (o
Increasing institutional efliciency
and skills ot NBR

Proposing some amendments
to Financial Institutions (Amend-
ment) Bill 2000 and Bank Com-
pany (Amendment) Bill 2000, the
parliianentary  watchdog asked
Lhe ministry to make a final state-
ment before the next sessjon ol
Jativa Sangsad

the

Presided over by Comunitttee
Chainman Prot Ali Ashrat. the
meeting  was  attended by its

members  Chitra Bhattacharya,
Svyed Masud Reza, Kartim Uddin
Bharsa. Saifar Ralhnan, MK
Anwar and Amir Kbhasru
Malamad Chowdhury,

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria attended the meeting on
special invitation. Finance Secre-

Committee
Water Resources has completed
sclection of a 10-member parlia-
mentary delegation that is sched-
uled to leave on a 15-day visit to
India on November 1 to discuss
the long-standing flood problem.

member
Includes seven MPs and an offi-
cial from the Water Development
Board, will hold talks with the
Indian Water Resources Minister
almed at finding

%B'aimﬁmlg

Flood problem: Team

visits India tomorrow

Star Report

The Parllamentary Standing
on the Ministry of

During thelr wvisit,
delegation

the 10-
which

a permanent

solution to the common flood
problem that affects the two
countries almost every vear,

The MPs In the delegation are:

Anwarul Islam, Kazl Sekendar Ali
and M A Bari of ruling Awami
Lea
Rashid, Dr. Habibur Rahman and
Golam Mohammad Siraj of oppo-
sition
Alined of Jatiya Party. Additional

gue, Advocate Harunar

BNP, and Sharfuddin

secretary to the Water Resources
Ministry, the director General of

WDB and the PS to Chairman of

the standing committee will also

be in the delega

tion.

The Parliamentary Standing
Committee in a meeting yester-
day briefed the delegation mem-
bers on the subjects to be dis-
cussed in the bilateral talks.

Presided over comumittee
chalrman Abdul Momen, the
meeting lasted for about half an
hour. |

Meeting sources sald, the
members of the delegation would
seek co-operation from thefr
counterpart in finding a perma-
nent solution to the long-
standing problem.

Water Resources Minister
Abdur Razzak, who attended the
meeting, informed that the déle-
gation would visit Calcutia, Delhi
and Bombay and have talks with
officials of the Indian Water
Resources Ministry, said the
source.

The recent flood in the coun-
iry’'s southwestern region will be
reviewed in the meetings in India.
The delegation will visit some
dams In the India-Bangladesh

border areas, sources said.

Israel warns Syria,
Lebanon for violence
along border

JERUSALEM. Oct 30: Israel's
Deputy Defence Minister Ephraim
Sneh warned today that Israel
would hold Svria and Lebanon
responsible for any escalation of
violence along its northern border,
reports AFP.

"Lebanon is a sovereign nation
and we have reached the conclu-
sion that (Syrian president)
Bashar Assad has given the green
light to Hezbollah." Sneli told
public radio, referring to the fun-
damentalist Shiite Muslim gue-
rilla movement that fought Israel’s
occupation of Lebanon.

We must draw certain conclu-
SIons because we are 1o |“II;11'[ i
Lebanon, Syria and Lebanon are
the addresses for us and we are
warning them.” he added

They are responsible for the
situation.’

Hezbollah guerillas captured
three Israeli soldiers in an attack
on October 7 and there have been
numerous skirmishes along the

border since lsrael pulled out of

Lebanon in May after 22 vears of

in parliament for his long-term
political survival

Still, Barak's minority govern-
ment was not expected to fall in
the next few weeks because a large
religious faction has offered himm a
temporary “safety net.”

Barak. speaking before parlia-
ment reconvened Monday. ending
a three-month recess. blamed the
Palestinians for the ongoing vio-
lence. "Understandings are not
beiug kept by the other side, and
this is its responsibility.” said
Barak, referring to a cease-fire
agreement that has not taken
hold

In an Arab neighbourhood of
Jerusalem, assailants fired on two
Israeli security guards from close
range. Killing one and seriously
Injuring (he other. Palestinian
shooting attacks on Jewish set-
tlements and Israeli army posts
have become routine in the West
Bank and Gaza Strip. but Mon-
day's incident marked the first
time in more than a month of

occupation.
* \P- adds

ollensive

}\". A p——1L

Agalilsi
gunmen and deploy Spwe
units trained in guerilla warfare

the deputy defense minister said

today, as embattled Prime Minis-
ter Ehlud Barak launched a fight

N

Palesrinian

fighting that shots were fired at

'
]i-.r:"i "'-T.. J'-_' L s 1 &

The death toll ‘rose 10 143
Mondavy after 1 Lolie s
found in the West Bank of an
[sraeli man who was stabbed and
of a Palestinian shot in clashes
with Israel the night before.

Rickshawpullers

From page |

Shyamoli, Agargaon and
Kalvanpur areas were the main
trouble pots where the protesters
pelted stones and fought pitched
battles with police intermittently,
witnesses said.

The rickshawpullers and lead-
ers of rickshaw owners associa-
tions later held a rally in front of
the Shishu Mela and announced
that they would continue to ply
their vehicles on the road ignor-
Ing the govermment decision.

Later, a four-member teain
went to the Prime Minister's
Office and submitted a memo-
randum to allow plying of manu-

- ally driven three-wheeles on the
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Mirpur Road, sources said.

Vehicular movement resumed
after police brought the situation
under control and removed the
barricades at about 1lam, police
and witness said.

A high official of Dhaka Metro-
politan Police later said it was a
‘trial operation' vyesterday.
Manually driven three-wheelers
will not be allowed to ply the
Mirpur Road fromn November 15,
he said. He however said such
three-wheelers will be allowed to
cross the road.

Sharif

From page 12
people on board. including 40
students of a US-government-

ran school, eventually landed
after the army took power. When

the aircraft landed there was
barely Seven minutes of fuel
remaining.

Sharil’'s six codefendants in the
case were acquitted, The prose-
cution also lost its appeal to
overturn their acquittal.

“The defence argued the case
well. It was a lengthy arginnent.
We hope that Nawaz Sharif is
eventually acquitted,” said Shah.

Sharif is currently in prison in
a 16th Century Attock Fort in
PaKistan's Northwest Frontier
province where anti-cormuption
courts have been set up to hear
charges of corruption and abuse
ol power against the former prime
niinister and several of his former
colleagues

: From page |

Spealkdng of the electoral pro-
cedural anomalies of FBCCT,
Founder President of Nitol Group
Matlub Ahmad said two former
BGMEA vice presidents and one
from Information Technology (IT)
sector could not be elected in the
FBCCL polls though they repre-
SNt promunent sectors nowsa-
days. he added.

A large nmamber of business
leaders including Square group
Chatrperson Samson H
Chowdhury and representatives
of various business associations
also presgut at the press
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Kuwaitt Amir
From page 1
desh in OIC in the 1974 summit
in Lahore and also visit of
Bangabandhu Sheéikh Mujibur
Rahman to the Arab country in
1974

Hasina said Bangladesh
always stands for peace which is
essential for democracy and
development. .

Hasina invited the Kuwaiti
Amir to visit Bangladesh. The
Amir gladly accepted the invita-
tion and wished to visit Bangla-
desh at aconvenient time.,

We have very good and broth-
erly relations and this tie should
be further strengthened,” the
Amir told the Bangladesh pre-
Iuer.

Foreign Minister Abdus Azad,
Labour Minister MA Mannan,
Principal Secretary Dr SA Samad,
Foreign Secretary CM Shafi Sami.
Press Secretary Jawadul Karim

and Bangladesh Ambassador
Aminul Hossain Sarker were
present.

PDB

From page 1

Marubeni-Sithe stayed away
from negotiations on different
pretexts, resolution of controver-
sial Kafco issues being one of
them. Marubeni is one of the
leading stakeholders and main
contractors of Kafco

After repeated reminders and
deadlines, Marubeni recently
returned the A, PPA and GSA to
PDB.

According to sources close to
the project, Sithe has abandoned
the project on the ground that
financing the Meghnaghat 2 was
not possible until 2004 due to the

government's priority agree-
ments with AES.
Marubheni was also aware

about the difficulty of inancing
its project but has taken a strat-
egy to negotiate at a slow pace

with PDB until such time the
llnancing is possible. sources
said

Foreign ministry

From page |

NBR officials in releasing goods
and also forging exemption certif-
icates tor this purpose has been
insinuated as well.

A loreign ministry official, who
was in charge of issuing exemp-
ton certificates, has already been
suspended.

The ministry has also started
an niternal investigation into the
matter.

Meanwhile. NBR sources
suspect  that more containers
would come through the diplo-
matic channel very socon. ¥
also suspect that some ssungglers
have already changed their route
following the recent conliscation.

The NBR. however, has decided
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