.

| told Hasina.

h strengthen through her visit.
" The PM recalled
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‘* WAIT. Oct 30: Kuwalt's

* Amt &\mdam Al-Ahmed Al

Jaber Al Sabah assured contin:
R’L and finaneial assis-
the development of
u deal‘l as Prime Minister
~met him todav reports

i’rlmc Minister Sheikh Hasina
ad an audience with the Amir of
oil-rich Gulf State at Amiri
of Bavan Palace on her

al here tOdE’t}h

¥ During the 30-minute meeting,
Bt ae two leaders exchanged views

n streng‘memn bilateral rela-
particularly in the eco-

¢ field, as well as situation of

e Muslim Ummah with refer-

ence to the recurring Middle East

crisis. :
! The monarch of Kuwait
praised various reform

programmes undertaken by the
Sheikh Hasina government and

| wished Bangladesh should make
Yeontinued progress.
ready (0 extend all our help for

"We are

mlnpmcm ol Bangladesh,” he
ina noted with satisfaction
Bangladesh and Kuwait
excellent relationship and

that it would further

>

Kuwail's
nitiative for inducting Bangla-

f
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Amir of Kuwait ‘ﬁhelkh Jal}el dl Ahmad al-Sabah (R) holding talks with Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina in Kuwait City vesterday. Hasina is on a three-day official visit to Kuwait to discuss economic

and labour affairs.

- AFP pfumtn
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BNP now to
‘hOId rally
at Paltan

By Staff Correspondent

BNP has now decided to hold
its November 7 ‘grand’ public

" meeting at the earlier announced

of Paltan Maidan in the

The National Executive Com-

2 nittee and the city unit of BNP at

lmga wslerddv

. ST ot

- Maidan in observance of

& National *Revolution and
Pcarity Day.

The decision was taken as the

Wernment dtC]lﬂ{"d ta allow the

3 dtsplte wpeated per&-.ua5£0n.

g sources said.

both the meetings yester-
. the party leaders expressed

the determination to hold the

programme af Paltan Maidan ‘at

any cost’, the sources said.

See page 11 col 4

- Shab-e-Barat

F,}

now on Nov 11

The holy Shab-e-Barat will be
the country on
November 11 instead ‘of Novem-
¥r 12 as annournced earlier,
msUNB

¢ The National Moon Sighting
Cnmmltlcc at its emergency

S meeting at the Islamic Founda-

yesterday rescheduled the

| date of Shab-e-Barat on confir-

mation that the Shaban moon

was si thied at

Nilphz narigaOcto ,
As the sky was L].nud]. due to

of the moon came faom
to the Islamic Founda-
tlon on Saturday and the Com-
mittee decided that the month of
Shaban will begin on October 30
and the Shab-e-Barat will be
observed on Ngvember 12.
After receiving the news
slghung moon from Domar on
See page 11 col 6
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No Let-up in
| Killing Spree

Matter
" By Mansoor Mamoon
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PDB begins Meghnaghat 2

talks with Marubeni today

Star Report

The government today starts 'unsolicited’ negoti-
alions with Marubeni on the second phase of the
450MW Meghnaghat Power Plant, sources *a.u!d

Although Sithe, the Japanese company's partner
in this deal which held 50 per cent share, has
backed out, the Power Development Board (PDB)
has not made any attempt to address the issue
before beginning the talks for power purchase agree-
mwent1PPA) w.ith Marubeni.

Besides, Marubeni is seeking a lot of changes in
the contract. The original understanding between
Marubeni and the government was to clone the
contract for the first phase of the Meghnaghat Power
Plant by AES and thereby ensure a low power tarill
of 2.79 cents per kilowatt-hour. But the modifica-
tions it is now seeking would push the rate up to 3.4
cernts.

it has also omitted from its draft PPA the provision
of 'free electricity’ during the first 10 months of
production, which was contractually guaranteed by
AES for the first phase of the project. This electricity
is worth US 45 million dollars, sources noted.

Its PPA also lacks the form that clearly outlines
the power tarifl strnucture for the next 22 years.

During the bidding process of the Meghnaghat 1
power project, back in 1997, AES turned out to be
the lowest bidder and was awarded the contract.
During the award process, Marubeni-Sithe Energles

JV, with the support of many highly placed lobby-

ists, tried to dislodge AES and get the contract,
sources sald.

Hawing failed on that occasion, the lobbvists later
walked the government into awarding the second
phase of the Meghnaghat project to Marubeni-Sithe
although it was the second lowest bidder. Marubeni-
Sithe also proposed to the government that it would
follow the AES price strugctures and other terms and
conditions of ’\-ieJunghat k.

In September 1999, the Cabinel Purchase Com-
millee approved the award to Marubeni-Sithe sub
ject to their agreement to the same terms and condi-
tions n&thr AES Meghnaghat Project.

Later PDB provided Marubeni with the AES
contracts including the PPA, Gas Sales Agreement
(GSA), Land Lease Agreement (LLA) and Implemen-
tation Agreement (1A).

However, since being

See page

notified of the award.
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From Nazmul Ashraf

BAYAN PALACE (Kuwait City),
Oe¢l 30: On the first leg of her
three-day visit here, Prime Minis-
ter Sheikh Haslna today dis-
cussed with Acting Prime Minis-
ter of Kuwait Shelkh Sabah Al-
Ahmed Al-Sabah aboul more
Kuwaiti investment in an man
power export from Bangladesh,

During the 65-minute official
talks at Bayan Palace, the Ban-
gladesh prime minister sought
Kuwaitl investments in areas like
agro-based industries, frozen
food., telecommunications, tex-
tiles, leather, jute, energy and
mineral exploration. Hasina
especially sought investment in
Joypurhat lime and cement
industry and construction of
another oil refinery In Bangla-
desh.

Hasina said Bangladesh ollers
altractive Incentives to the lor-
elgn investors. Reminding the
contributions of Bangladeshi
workers In Kuwait, she urged Al
Sabah, who is also the Foreign
Minister of Kuwail, to recruil
skilled manpower from Bangla-
desh.

The two countries are expected

See page 11 col 4

oreign ministry's move

to unearth mystery

Star Report

The foreign ministry has initiated an Iinvestigation
to find out whether its own personnel was Involved
in bringing huge quantity of contraband items in
containers addressed to different foreign missions
in the capital.

Last week, huge containers full of liquors, ciga-
rettes, wristwatches, shaving razors etc worth more
than Tk 20 crore were selzed from the Inland con-
tainer depot at Kamalapur. The consignments were
reportedly addressed to the Iraql, Philippine and
Bhutanese missions in Dhaka.

At a press conference on Sunday, Forelgn Minis-
ter Abdus Samad Azad sald, "We hope to unearth the
mystery. An inquiry into the incidents ison.”

The foreign ministry Is responsible for issuing
exemption certificates to all such diplomatic con-
signments, It is learnt that a senior olticial on Mis-
sion Services has been transferred following the
confiscation. The official of the protocol department
dealt with issuance of diplomatic exemption certifi-
cales.

Majeda Rafequnessa Nessa, who served as Dep-
uty Chief of Protocol in Mission Services before her
transfer, said that she used to issue exemption
certificates, which declared household and foodstuff
itemns for different embassies.

"l cannot say whether | have Issued exemption
certificales to the three missions whose goods have
been hauled,” she told The Daily Star over telephone
Sunday night. "Whether the certificates have been
issued at all cannot be said without seeing the regis-
ter.”

"We give certificates on declared items and not on
banned items. Whether there is any deviation from

declared item with the actual item following import
(by a mission) we have no way of knowing,” Majeda
Rafiqunessa said.

Regarding her transfer, she sald, she has actually
been posted to Colombo and prier to her departure
to Sri Lanka, she has been transferred to the territo-
rial desk, i.e. South Asia-2.

The new Deputy Chief of Protocol Jahanara
Siddqui eould not be réached [or cormments.

Abdus Samad Azad told newsmen that none of

the missions owned the consignmernts.

Sources at the National Board of Revenue (NBR)
suspect that the smugglers may have used diplo-
matjc channels for years. Although the law enforc-
ing authorities had sought to regularly monitor the
diplomatic consignments, it was not possible due to
the forelgn ministry's non-co-operation, they com-
plained.

But now, with the foreign ministry co-operating
with law enforcers, the NBR | 1s been able to confis-

cate four lllegal consignments last week.

Sources said that the NBER had earlier sent as
many as four letters to the ministry of foreigrn affairs,
expressing their suspicion and seeking permission
to check goods Imported through diplomatic chan-
nel. The ministry responded In the negative on each
occasion. |

The NBR action came in the wake of growing
suspicion that the foreign ministry issued a large
number of diplomatic exemption certificates. allow-
ing passage of huge amount of goods through the
channel without any duty or tax.

Involvement of a section of foreign ministry and
Sece page 11 col 8
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BNP high-ups

didn't turn up

Star Report

Some front ranking leaders of

BNP who were scheduled (o
address a CBA election rally on
the Sonali Bank premises yester-
day did not turn up "to avoid
negative press reports”.

The Sonall Bank Employees

Association arranged the rally.

The CBA election of scheduled for

November 2.

rormer imance  ahisier
Salfur Rahman and BNP Secre-
tary General Abdul Mannan
Bhuyan were invited at attend the
meeting as chiel guest and spe-
clial guest respectively

Six other influential BNP lead- |

ers were also supposed to attend
the. meeting. They are
Khandokar Mosharral Hossain.
Tariqul Islam. Mirza Abbas,
Abdullah Al Noman, Sadeq
Hossain Khoka and Maj (Rid)
Syed Iskandar.
oee pPage 11 col 3
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Ban on plying at city points |

Rickshawpullers go
50 hurt,
30 vehicles damaged

on rampage:

By Staff Correspondent

Al least

Police lobbed tear-gas shells and fired rubbe
rampag@e prolesiers uhu also pul up barricades at
{he road

government decision, stopped plying
Gabtoli to the Baby lee Cream €rossing at Azimpur.
Protesting this, thouwsands of

processions on the road Shymali.
areas. They also put up barricades at several points

At about 8:30 am. police batoned a procession in Trn nt of the Shishu

Mela at Shvamoli and tried to remove a barricade the

Sporadic violence then spread on most p: mn,lihr road from Gabt

to Azimpur, police and witnesses said.
Sece page 11 col 7

50 people were injured and over 30 vehicles damaged as
rickshaw-pullers clashed with police at several points on the Mirpur
Road in the city yesterday protesting a ban on plying of manually
ciriven three-wheelers (o ease trafiic corigestion on theroad.
bullets to
SEVH
d. L‘Tth‘LIWstn-t]H"r” police said
The trouble DEge MLhe morning when police. as per an earlier
| of rickshaws on the road from

slogan-chanting rickshawpullers.
]UlIlw‘?d by rickshaw owners and by slum dwellers, brought out several
Agargaon, Zigatola and Azimpur

disperse
ral poinis on

FBCCI director
quits demandmg
reform in
polls process

of Ban

Director ol Fegeration
gladesh Chambers ol Commerce
andd Industny IFBCCI) Ms Selima
."Lli!‘.‘:dr: re *-.E_I"I!f'f] }'r':r
post demanding massive reform
in the t’]L"\THI"ll process of the

has Irom

' Sun Sets

5.20 pm,
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| (From left to right) Enraged by a decision to ban rickshaws on the Mirpur Road with a view to easing traffic congestion, rickshawpullers demonstrated and burned tyres at Azimpur, Zigatola, Agargaon and

apex trade bodv, says BSS.

In a press« onference at Dhaka
(| Club yesterday. Ms Ahmad, whio

was elected twice in FBCCI repre-
senting Bangladesh Automobile
Assemblers’ and Manufacturers
Association (BAAMA), saild she
had resigned to pave the way lor
revamping the structure
FBCCI for proper representation
of the business commuIity.

She sald FBCCI does not repre-
sent the prominent business
seclor so the core issues of the
trade community still remains
unresolved. "l had resigned and
sent my resignation letter to the
FBCCI authoritles as | could not
made any remarkable structural
| : change in FBCCI,” she added.
| The membership of short and
| medium enterprises must be

. permanent and the director post
of FBCCI could be increased (o 40

O I

' Shyamoli yesterday. As they got violent, police lobbed tear-gas shells to get things under control which they did as the barren section of the

As many as 590 women belonging to different age
groups have become victims of acid attacks in last
five years across the country while only 31 accused
have so far been convicled in the cases filed under
Women and Children (Prevention) Act, 2000,
according to reports prepared by different organisa-
tlons.

Out of the vietims, nine have died, according (o

l the findings of Ain-O-Salish Kendro, a human rights

organisation. Women aged between 13 and 24 years
dare particularly vulnerable to acid attacks because
ol amily dispute, refusal Lo get into a relationship or
marriage, dowry, attempted rape, kidnapping and
traflicking etc.

Although section 4 of Women and Children (Pre
vention) Act, 2000 provides for death sentence or
rigorous life imprisonment with Tk 50,000 to 1 lakh
in fine for such offence, the ground reality in terms
of conviction of acld throwers is different.

Monitoring cell of Actd Survivors Foundation
(ASF), an arganisation involved in treatment and

rehabllitation of acld survivors, found that In last
ﬁw years only 31 accused have finally been con-

down death sentence. The rest has been

Q awarded life imprisonment Or seven lpu:n year all
L*ﬁ | lﬂmalmwlth pmallyaéluw Tkl 000105
Mﬂf- mien's rights orga lﬁﬂt w

YR *wm T e

cled. Again, of these convicted, two have been

> [ﬂkr .

590 victims of acid attacks,

only 31 accused convicted
Two sentenced to death in last 5 years

By Staff Correspondent

that also provides legal aid to acid victims, Informed
that since 1997 they have been handling with 35
cases of acld attacks outside Dhaka, of which seven
offenders have been punished two recelving death
sentences and five life imprisonment. Of the live who
got life term, two have been sentenced to 50 and 45
yvears ol imprisonment.

It has been dealing with 33 acld burn cases in
Dhaka sinece 1999 and of them [ive have been dis
posed of by court while the rest is under trial.

According to the Act, the judge will decide
whether or not an acld thrower would get ball law.
Sa Lthe offence ol acld-throwing can not be te rmrd ns
absolutely non-bailable.

Blindness Is very common amorig acid-burn
victims. "We found a number of victims with Insur-
mountable physlcal and psychological traumas,
even worse than death or disability. More consclous-
ness is therefore needed among the jurists and
lawyers, and trials s’&auuld be more apr:fdv at least
under the newly formed special women's court,’
Advocate Hablbunnessa of Naripakhkha observed,

Legal hassles, including delay n inftiating legal
procedures, dishonesty among a section of lawyers
and bribes are the obstacles to proper legal remedy
on part of the victims, sources said and added that
more gwemmént and NGO Initiatives ‘should be
de legal e medy o acld-burn victins,

vk,
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J apan, DPRK
hold talks to
normalise

relations

BELJING, Oct 30: Japan and
North Korea discussed the sensi
tive issue ol Japanese amends lor
its colonial past today when the
often-hostile countries opened
their third round of talks this year
on normalising relations, reports
AP.

The talks, In China's capital,
come as Japan appears to be
lagging behind other countries'
diplomatic maneuverings In
Northeast Asla's main flash
point.

Long isolated North Korea has
in recent weeks held high-level
parleys with the United Stales
and moved (o open tles with
Britain, Germany and Spain.

Meeting al Japan's embassy,
Japanese chiel negotiator Kojiro
T.\Lnnu and his North Korean
coumterpart, Jong Thae Hwa
agreed thal the US-North Korean
talks and the historic summit
with South Korea In,June created
a favourable trend, a Japanese
Foreign Ministry offictal said.

But in a sign of the difficulties
in forging diplomatic ties, negoti-
atars only delved into detalls on
Monday for the first time in nine
years of talks, sald the official;

- .

Mirpur Road suggests.
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who spoke on customary conedl-
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from the present 15 lollowing
discussions with concerned
sectors, she added.
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