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2 RABAT. Oc¢i Former
Portugal coach Fhamberto
Coelhio, who resigned after the

Portuguese  lost  then Euro
2000 seml-final to France. has
been appointed coach of Mo-
rocco. the Moroccan Football
Federation (FRMF) confirmed
Wednesday. reports AFpP

Coelho replaces former
French-Polish  coachh  Henri
Kasperezak sacked on Septem-
ber 20 following a string of poor
results

Rasperczak
Frenchunan Henri
February but failed to bring
success to  the football-mad
country and oversaw a huanili-
ating 2-0 defeat at the hands ot
Alfrican minnows Gabon on
September 2.

A statement
FRMF Wednesday sald that
Coelho was elected wunani-
mously after a six-hour meeting
chaired by General Hosni Ben-
shimane. FRMF president

Coelho is expected here in
the coming davs to sign his
contract.

Asprilla loaned

RIO DE JANEIRO, Oct 28
Colombian international siriker

28:

replaced
Michel last

Issued bv

the

Faustino Aspnilia has  been
loaned by Palmewras 1o fellow
Brazillan First Division side

Fluminense tll June this vear,
Fluminense said on Friday.
reports AFP.

The 30-year-old
under contract with Palmeiras
till 2002, will join his team-
mates at the Rio de Janeiro
club on Monday.

Asprilla. known as much for
his discipline problems as for
his creative football. left Palmei-
ras last month after being ar-
rested drunk and having fired
shots into the air in a public
place in his home town of Tulua
in south west colombia.

Negotiations withh several
Arab clubs did not work out
and Asprilla returned to Palmei-
ras two weeks ago

The former Newcastle player.
who has been an international
for 10 vears. is one of the best
ever strikers to come out of
Colombia

Asprilla,

Vilarinho
Benfica's
new chief

LISBON. Oct 28: Manuel
Vilarinho, a 52-vear-old busi-
nessman, has been elected
president of Portugese First

Division club Benfica following
a vote count Saturdav from
Friday's election. reports AFF

Vilarinho  received 02, per-
cent of the vote by 21.804 <lul
members against just 38 pen
cent for his opponent. oulgoing
president Joao Vale. who had
been in the post for three years

Vilarinho has promised to
boost the squad with two Bra-
zilians - Fluminense playmaker
Roger and Galatasaray striker
Mario Jardel. who only joined
the Turks in the summer after
several highly successiul sea-
sons at Porto

Former European champi-
ons Benfica are desperate to get
back into the big time having
won the last of their 27 Portu-
guese titles in 1994.
~  Last season thve saw city ri-
vals Sporting Lisbon win the
Crown

Benfica are currently eighth
in the table

Houllier hits
back

LONDON, Oct 28: Liverpool

manager Gerard Houllier has
launched a furious attack on
former Everton skipper Kevin

Ratcliffe following a verbal as-
sault on Nick Barmby in the
huild-up to Sundav's Mersey
derby battle. reports AFP

The former France boss is
angry with Ratcliffe, now boss
at Shrewsbury, for criticising
Barmby's shock summer move
from Everton to Liverpool

And Houllier feels that such
comments from Ratcliffe counld
raise security problems at An-
field for the match.

Houllier sald: "l was disap-
pointed in the attack on him by
Kevin Ratcliffe. He's also a
manager and this could happen
to hiim.

There was no point in tack-
ling the issue, which is a very
sensitive one particularly re-
garding the security in the sta-
dinm. It was very unfair on the
boy.”

In Rateliffe’'s column in a lo-
cal newspaper, the one time
Wales star claims that Barmby
"deserves everything he gets”
from Everton fans at Anfield.

It is the first time Barinby
has had to face the supporters
of his former club following the
acrimonious 6-million-pound (£
million dollars) move across the
city to Liverpool in the sunimer.

Iraq fires its
soccer fed

BAGHDAD., Oct 28: The Iraqi

Football Federation has been
disbanded following the na-
tional side’'s elimination in the
Asian Cup, Baghdad media
sources reported today, says
AFP.

The team lost 4-1 TI.II"-.t.i}l}' 1O
Japan in a Beirut quarter-final
and the performpance was slated
by the Iraqi press.

The head of the outgoing
federation Is Uday Saddam
Hussein, eldest son of the Iragl
president and who 1Is  also
president of the Iraql Olvinpic
Commitiee,
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wWor
to host
Asian Cup
here Friday fol-
lowing a vote by
Football Confedera-
comuinlittee. re-

BEIRUT,
China
right
2004

Asian
execulive

the
11on

ports AFP

China defeated a late rally
from Thailand to win the vole
10-6 after a series ol presenta-
tions from the three bidding
countries

Iran, the third country bid-
ding for the tournament, with-
drew from the running before
the secret ballot.

In a surprise move, the AFC
decided to bring- lorward the
timing of the vote at Beirut's
Sports City Stadium complex. It
had initially been planned for

Saturday following Friday's
presentations.
But nervous AFC olfficials

concerned at the possibility of
horse-trading in the period
between the presentations and
the ballot brought the vote for-
ward

"We want the members to
judge each bid on the merits ol
the bid and for no other rea-
son." a senior AFC official who
asked not to be idenitilied told
AFP

Al the
tournament during the 1936
Asian Cup, China ' had been
favourite but suffered a humili-
ating 14-2 defeat after last-
mmute lobbying on behall of

vote for the 2000
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Lebanon by the powerful west
Asian block.,

On winning the 2004 vote
China's 18-strong delegation -
who have been in Lebanon
campaigning for their bid
throughout the Asian Cup -
burst into roars of delight.

Zhang Jilong, vice-president
of the China Football Associa-
tion, described the win as "to-
tally deserved.”

“It is time China staged the
Asian Cup. We have a very good
bid and we will put on an ex-
cellent tournament, we totally
deserved this," Zhang said.

"Many people worked
hard for this." he said.

Peter Velappan, general sec-
retary of the AFC, said China's
size made it the logical venue
for the showpiece Asian football
tournament.

"China had the best bid and
theyvy had the most organised
presentation.” he. said after
congratulating the winning
bidders.

"With a population of 1.2
billion people they are the obvi-
ous choice to showcase Asia's
most important football tour-
nament to the rest ol the
world," Velappan added

The 2004 tournament will be
played in lour venues, Beijing.

vaery

STTNEY Chengdu Al

Chongqmg

Fears had been raised by
opponents ot the bid that the
distances between the cities
wonld make travelling for

Hidtches expensive and costly

Chinese football officials celebrate becoming the hosts for 2004 Asian Cup after a meeting of
the Asian Football Confederation in Beirut on October 27.

2004 Asian Cup in China

—AFP photo

Hut China officials  insisted
their travel arrangements would
meet requirements of the AFC,
Xiav  Yangzong. said wavel
wolttld not cause a problem. “lIt's
not a factor - there are regular
travel connections between all
the cities.” he said

Alter the bad blood caused
by the controversial decision 1o
award the last tournament to
Lebanon. AFC member
and FIFA wvice-president Qatar
Mohanumacl bin Hammniam
called for unity withiin Asian
[oothall's poverning body

‘We urge a spirit ol unity
and co-operation within Asian
football.” bin Hammam told the
closed-doors meeting, a witness
told AFP

China were also though fto
have Dbenefited from a ‘guilt
l[actor’ after being denied the
2000 tournament, according to
one otlicial who spoke to AFP
belore the vote

%00

[ think with all the prob-
lems there have been in Leba-
11011 the problems with the
stadia, the crowd flipures, the

1rl'€ln|nl|nll of the tournament
inside Lebanon - a few people
from west Asia who pushed f{or
lLebanon last time mavbe feel a
bit guilty about what happened
in 1996." he said.

I'hailand ofticials
cious in deleat

‘We applaud China and therr

were

ora-

hid. thev did verv well.” said
Vijit Getkaew., president of the
Foothall Association ol Thai-
lajd

Sport

BEIRUT, Oct 28:

» Japan's charis-

4 matic French
ASIANCUP ¢Coach Philippe
LEBANON 2000 Iroussier played
down his side's

favourites tag for Sunday's

Asian Cuap final here on Satur-
day declaring that there were
Six reasons why the Saudi Ara-

bians should be instead, re-
ports AFP.

The 45-vear-old. known as
the 'white witch doctor' tor the

success he
vear stay in Alrica
only remedy for Japan to
counter this was to stick with
their offensive game-plan which
has brought them 20 goals in
five matches,

"However, I will not put in place
tomorrow something that I tried
in France." he said

"That is to play without a
goalkeeper!” he added.

However, he was desperate
to dilute the anticipation in
Japan that they were about to
bring back their second ever
Asian Cup title against the
same opponents they beat 1-0
in 1992 to seal their first crown.

enjoved 1 a nine
admitted the

thev have changed the makeup
of the team

'Fourthly thev are full of
conhidence alter beaung South
horea i the senn-final and the
lifth reason s that they are
virtually plaving. at home in
Lebanon (the Saudis lobbied
hard for the Lebanese to host
I|||'f'n'|!1

Finally and most impor-
tantly no Far Eastern team has
ever worn the trophy when it has

been plaved m the Middle
East.” he added

However, Troussier, who
I:rdlu-sl his players for their

professional play throughout
the tournament. said that there
was one particular quality i

the Japanese that was reas-
suring to hun
"It 1s true sometimes i comn-

plain the plavers are not €mo-
tional but it is | can see also a
strength.” he said

"Because they do not gel
stressed like European plavers

do prior to a big match and
sometunes 1 believe thevy don'd
evenn know that thevy have a

match the next day as they are

Iroussier doesn't buy it

Vir Okano (head of the JFA) has
a beautiful trophy sitting in his
cabinet which he can admire
every day.” he said

"It 1s for me vital that we win
so it will add 30 Kilos to the
mentality of each plaver and
will make it an advantage loi
(hem every time they play an
mrernational match  because
they will have the confidence of
being winners."” he added

However, Troussier. who
took over the post after the
1998 World Cup where Japan
failed to gain a point and lost
even (o fellow minnows Ja-
maica, refused to accept that a
defeat would be laid at his door
personally

"I remember two vears ago
when we lost to Brazil the
French  newspapers titled it

'Brazil 2 Troussier (' and it has
alwavs been the case even with
the Japanese papers.” he said
"However. deteat or victory (s
a shared experience because of
course the coach must take

some responsibility but it 1S
also the plavers on the pitch
who once the match Kkicks-oll

touchline for his first mateh in
charge. reports Reuters

Leao was handed a 20-day
suspeusion by a Brazilian dis-

ciplinary commission for in-
sulting the referee during a
domestic match with his club

sport Recile

The volatile coach was sent
olt alter the Incident. which
happened  before  Leao  took
charge ol the national squad
st weelk

e  commission said  thy
suspension would include Bra.
zil's home World Cup qualifier

Tg'“”“" Colombia on November
)

Leao. Brazil poalkeeper ot
the 1974 and 1978 World Cups.
replaced  Wanderlev  Luxen-
burgo. sacked i September
alter poor resulis with both the

| -

Olvimpice and senior teams.

Ing to the idea of
becoming German
coach. although his club have
Insisted he will not be leaving
tnyl at least 2003, ac cording to
Mondayv's edition of Der Splepe]
HEWS magazine, reports AFP,

"When yvou have as much
experience as | do of being a
club coach the job of national
coach can represent an entirely
new challenge,” Hitzfeld told
[ )er Spiegel,

1 would no longer have 60
| natches a vear to cope with but
iy ten. But each of those ten
wonld  be  decisive ten
matehies a year {s about enough
when vou're getting on a bit,"
sald  Hitzleld, who lifted the
European Cup with Borussia
Dortmund three yvears ago,

He s on record as saving he

wants to lft the trophy with
Bavern before moving on to
bigger things at (nternational

‘ jeyve]

"Sure we bear them 4-1 in so relaxed!" he added are responsible for the outcome.
the first round and that is Troussier. who exploded

useful but it is clear one earlier in the week in frustra- il ““'Il”-l‘h'*'l“ assuine their
shouldn't consider it an ad- ftjon at the political machina- responsibilities on Sunday and
vantage,’ Lthe former Cote tions of the Japanese Football show the same calimness and
D'lvoire, Nigeria, Burkina Faso Association (JFA) and threw maturnty ' they have done in
and South Africa coach said into doubt whether he would twice coming. from behind to
"Firstly this Is a final and it stayv on in the post after the Win and once to draw. when we
is 50-50. no team starts with tournament. said that for Ja- Wwere at 10 men. Then the
inore of a chance than the pail WL g the lltl|}i|'-. Wieis headlines lin;n’lll_“'&' will read
other vital l;i..,\'rhf;i{jli_l'y,q”\' lOor 11is -'rl}h”'. and not Troussier beat
"Secondly the Saudis have squad H_.nuiul Arabia for the Asian

changed their coach, thirdly 1t is not just important that Cup.” he added

0 0 0
Leao pays H f l

il itzfeld likes the idea
€ prlce BERLIN. Oc1 28 Farlter in the week Bavern
RIO DE JANEIRO Oct 98 Bayern Munich Manage LT Hoeness sisted
New Brazil coach Emerson Leao ”.""h Oumar that “there has never been any
lhhas been banned from the Hitzfeld is warm- question of freeing Ottmar

Hitzleld belore 2003." when his
coniract runs oult,

Hoeness added he would
ideally like to see that deal ex-
tended although the Bundesliga
champions are likely to come
under pressure to  release
Hitzleld after the 2002 World
Cup in order to prepare for the
2006 event which the Germans
will host,

Hitzield said. meanwhile, he

was  shocked by the doping
affair  that has prevented
Christoph  Daum from takigg

the national post next suminer.

I was shocked that a man
can so lose sense of reality that
he subjects himsell to such a
test when he knew it could end
up positive,” said Hitzfeld

Daum was sacked as Baver
Leverkusen boss last weekend
alter latling a drug test and the
Cerman  Foothall  Federation
mediately  withdrew thelr
oller for him to take over the
national side next June,

Bergkamp
thanktul

LONDON, Qct 28: Deunis
Bergkamp here Friday thanked
Arsenal's fans for making him
feel wanted at the English Pre-
miership club, reports AFP

The Duatehman clatmed ear-
lier this week he had been
shown "a lack of respect” by the
club over contract negotiations.

But Arsenal manager Arsene

Wenger has moved quickly to
make sure the striker's de-
mands are being listened o,

while Bergkamp adimits he was
touched by the fans' show ol
support  lor him  during the
Chiamplons League 4-2 win over
Sparta Prague.

The 31-vear-old came on as
a second-half substitute, and
even while he was warming ap
to  come on  Highbury lans
chanted his name

‘I must thank the fans for
their backing at  this time,”
Bergkamp told his website,

“I've had a lot of e-mails and
messages ol support, and the
ovation | received on Wednes-
dav was just incredible

1 muast admit | wasn't sure
whiat would happen. But | gol
massive support, and it was
withont meaning to be dramatie
- very emotional for me. lve
seen and been through a lor in
my career, but that was o hag
monent.”

Bergkamp  revealed: "'
much happier now after the
problems with my contract ne-
votiations earlier in the week.
1o me. the situation is much
clearer now,

"Mr Wenger has spoken 1o
me and Mr (David) Dein Arsenal
vice-chatrinan has spoken with
my agent. Hopefully., we'll sort
out the situation soon. At least
we're talking and on the same
wavelength.”

Seaman out
of action

LONDON, Oct 28: England
goalkeeper David Seaman is out
of the Arsenal team against
Manchester City at Highburyv on
Saturday after damaging a
shoulder and with deputy Alex
Manninger also injured. veteran
Jolin Lukic plays his first Pre-
miership match for three years,
reports AFP.

Lukic, who will be 40 in De-
cember, gave a heroic perform-
ance in Arsenal’'s 1-1 Champi-
ons League draw with Lazio in
Rome two weeks ago when
Seaman pulled out with a back
problem and is likely to be be-
tween the posts for the next
three games.

Frank staying
put at Barca

BARCELONA, Oct 28: Bar-
celona’'s Dutch defender Frank
(e Boer said Friday he wanted
(o stay at the club despile
spendng  several games this
season on the bench, reports
AP,

1 am very happy
show my qualities," said de
Boer. who added that "I have
never said 1 want to leave — |
just said it's normal not to be
happy at being on the bench.”

Lazio players
meet Pope

hhere to

VATICAN CITY. Oct 28: Pope

John Paul met soccer plavers
from ltalian champions Lazio on
Friday and condemned football
violence as degrading and of-
fensive. reports Reuters.

The Pope, a keen sportsman
in his vouth. held an audience
withh hundreds of members of
Lazio Sporting Club. including
the footballers who won the
Rome club the coveted Serie A
and Italian Cup titles last sea-
SOI1.

He greeted the athletes as
“skyv-blue and white Iriends”. a
reference to the colours which
Lazios founders. aspiring to
Olympic Ideals. adopted from
the Greek flag 100 years ago.

He told Lazio members they
had written “a very interesting
page in the book of Italian
sport”™ since the club was
founded by a retired army offi-
cer on January 9. 1900,

The Pope urged an end to
violence  which has blighted
football in Italy and elsewhere.

“Everv now and then. un-
lortunately. things happen in
the sporting world which de-
grade the true meaning ol sport
and effect not only sports peo-
ple but the conununity itsell,”
the BO-vear-old Pontitf said.

"Passionale support for a
team must never be allowed to
oftend people or damage the
well-being ol the whole. Sport-
Ing competitions <must always
retain their character ol healthy
anl conciliatory entertain-
ment -

FIFA suspends
Tanzania

DAR ES SALAAM. Ocl 28;
World football's governing body
FIFA has suspended Tanzania
alter the east African country's
foothall association rejected
FIFA's instructions to work with
two officlals accused of embez-
zling lands, sports oflicials said
Friday. reports AFP

"Our emergency committee
has decided to suspend the
Faothall Association ol Tanza-
ma (FAT) with tnediate etfect
andd tno] tarther notiee.” o FIFEA

letter to FAT dated October 26

said
"The

following

the
Your

suspension  has
consequences:

national association lorfeits its
right to vote at the FIFA and
CAF (African Football " Conled-
cration) congress.

77, picks up 5-game ban |

NYON. Switzer-
land, Oct 28: Ju-
ventus midfielder
Zinedine  Zidane
has been sus-
pended for five
head-buttin a

for

matches
German player, European loot-
ball's governing body UEFA said
here on Friday. reports AFP.
The Frenchman, star of the
1998 World Cup-winning squad

as well as the Euro 2000
champlonship side, had feared

at least a three-match ban after

he head-butted Hamburg's Jo-
chen Kientz during the Jtalian
side's 3-1 Chawmplons League
home defeat by the Germans
last Tuesday.

But UEFA made an example
of him as they clamped down
hard for what was a second
offenice.

Zidane, whose red card was
the tenth of his career, was also
dismissed against  Spanish
Premiera Liga champions De-
portivo La Coruna at the Stadio
delle Alpi earlier in the tourna-
ment.

UEFA reduced his ban on
that occaslon from two games
to one allowing him to partici-
pate in last Tuesday's game,
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But this thne there was no

comeback for Zidane aflter
Kientz received a fractured
cheekbone and concussion,

putting him out of action lor
two weeks, as a result of the
clash.

Zidane was in contrite mood
carlier.

"What can | say? | ain sup-
posecd to set an example 1o
voung players. So Tuesday's
incident sits badly with thal
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‘I should never have beep
aggressive towards the player -
ll-#u not have the right to aegt
like that or to give this image of
mysell,” he told L'Equipe.

I committed a dreadful foul
Anvone can lose their cool. it's
hiuman - but that's no excuse *
he said.

Juventus coach Carlo Ance-
lotti said he thought the length
of the ban was a little harsh.

"We think it seeimns exces.-
sive," Ancelotti told the Serie A
club's website,

"But be that as it may this
punishment will be an extra
incentive for Zidane to give his
all In the league” Ancelotti
added.

Juventus were also fined
25,000 Swiss francs [(13.800
dollars) for bad conduct by fans
and the team following the
Hamburg deleat,

The ban will rale Zidane out
of their UEFA Champions
League match against Panathi.
naikos FC i Athens on Noven-

ber » and four other | EFA ¢lub
competition matches, European
football's governing body said.
An appeal may be lodged
provided it is recejved bv UEFA
betore midnight on October 30,

Blatter's plan slated

ZURICH.
zerland.
FIFA

Swit-
Oct 258
president
Sepp  Blatter on
Friday nnveiled
the FIFA-UEFA
joint working group's proposals
lor a futare transler system -
but European plavers' union
chiiel Gordon Tavlor blasted the
task torce and walked out of the
final session. reports AFP

The task force agreed that
the priority had 1o remain the
protection of voung plavers'
interests. meaning in effect that
clubs will be unable to poach
voung stars betore they are at
least 18, While clubs who have
brought players through their
vouth svstem will be able 1o
demand lees for plavers who
IH1OVE O11.

But the issue ol contract
lengthh remained a bone of con-
tention as the participants
moved into Friday's final round
of discussions with delegates
from national associations.

World [ootball's governing
bodyv FIFA and its European
counterpart UEFA say that
contracts 'should be "for a

miuimnum period except when
all three parties involved (the
plaver and the buving and
selling clubs) agree otherwise.”
No player should be trans-
ferred more than once in any
| 2-month period. but there will
be two transfer windows per
Annun.
Blatter

regretted Tavlor's

-walkout as the discussion went

abead without representatives
of the latter's international
foothallers' union. FIFPro

"We are verv disappoimited
that the plavers representatives
chiose not to attend,” said Blat-
ter, "but awe continue to be
readv 1o pursue the dialogne

with them.”

In less conciliatory veimn he
added: "The FIFPro have de-
capitated the working group.”

He said he understood the
FIFpro had not turned up "be-
canse there is dissent at the
heart of the moveiment”,

Blatter later accosted Tavlor
on the fringes of the meeting
and asked why his erganisation
had not attended

“Tell me whyv vou didn’t
come to the meeting when vou
had told ns Thursday that we
conld count on vou." '

SEPP BLATTER
Lavior began to t"*\:}t]‘!q;;ﬁﬁ;‘?ﬁ.‘"‘

self but Blatter mivrrupted to

Lol 2

tell hun: "Stop speaking and
saving nothing. Tell
the reasons tor vour absence.”

lTo which Tavior replied that
FIFPro believed the task force
proposituons were ambiguous.
Thankvou.” responded Blatter
curtly.

FIFPro had held informal
discussions with the task force
Thursday night but believed

us clearly

that the proposals enunciated
Friddaov waunld meet with Enro-
Peeail ©oninnissien) approsal

The proposals have (o he
submitted 1o European Compe-
titions Conunnissioner Mario
Monti in Brussels next Tues-
day.

The Commission have sel

themselves a deadline of De-
cember 31 to reach a conclu-
sion on the issue.

Rather than show up and
criticise the proposals FIFPro
edrlier submitted a series of
counter proposals - but Taylor
was informed that the plenary
session had broken up withont
FiFPro's alternative proposals
even being discussed.

“This 1s indicative of the way
the whole process has been
handled over the past wo
months." blasted Taylor.

“The proposals are too am-
biguous. although thev are de-
signed that way because essen-
tially all the leagues and asso-
ciations want to do is try to
maintain things as they are.

"They have done little to ad-
dress the legal concerns of the
European Commission and we
will now have to pursue an
independent course,”

FIFPro's biggest grievance
surrounds the compensation
system that is being proposed
by the Task Force.” vy

Taylor believes that insiead
of allowing national law to over-
ride the current system. with
an arbitration panel to sit in
cases of dispute. If a plaver
wishes to tenninate his contract
the fee should be decided by the
length of the contract which
remains and the salary the
plaver is being paid.

"For the meeting not to even
discuss our altermatives is very
disappointing to say the least”

RIO DE JANEIRO.
Oct 28: Brazilian
MPs on Friday
ran a ‘{ine toolh
comb thirough the
text of a 160-
million-dollar contract between
the Brazilian Football Confled-
eration (CBF) and sports lei-
surewear glant Nike. reports
AFP

A parliainentary investigative
commission (CPl) has been set
up to shed light on the exact
relationship between football
and big business - but the
content of the mammoth con-
tract itself is the big talking
point here : |

linder pressure from legis-
lators to be transparent
throughout the deal the CBF
was obliged to hand over a copy
of the agreement amid lingering
suspicions that Nike will in
future be able to exercise a
large sayv in the Brazilian na-
tional team's friendly scheduile.

Both the CFB and Nike have
not been forthcoming on the
issne leading to thinly-veiled
criticism that they are keeping

CBF-Nike deal looked into

the affair under wraps.

Daily paper Estado de Minas
exclusively published sections
of the deal suggesting that the
parliamentarians’ fears are
well-founded.

Article 20,1 of the contract
stipulates that no information
pertaining to the contract
should be made available either
to the national. regional. local
or international media, accord-
ing to the paper.

Another article says that
Brazil should make their senior
squad available for "a minimum
of 50 I(riendlies or exhibition
matches with a minimum of
three a vear for each year of the
contract.”

The contract is to cover ten
VEears.

Estado de Minas gave the
story headline treatment.

"The CBF have turmed Nike
into the owners of the Brazilian
team,” was the paper's reaction.

MPs are already holding an
enquiry into transfers following
the affair of former national
coach Wanderley Luxemburgo.
sacked as coach earlier this

month.

Senators have called for the
lifting of banking secrecy rules
on CBF accounts withh Luxem-
burgo standing accused of re-
ceiving comimission for player
recomumendations while in

charge.
Legendary football star Pele,
former FIFA president Joao

Havelange and Luxemburgo are .
among several leading Brazilian

sporting figures wlio are set to

give evidence before a parlia-

mentary ,probe into fraud in

Brazilian tootball.

Two inquiries, one before the
senate and the second before
the parliament. will investigate
whether alleged fraud occured
during transiers such as that of
star players Ronaldo of Inter
Milan and Romario and irregu-
larities in contracts signed with
sports company Nike running
into 400 million dollars.

Pele will be guestioned be-
cause he was sports minister at
the time of the ﬁllt‘%{*d irregu-
lanties. while Have anFc was
head of football's world gov-
erning body at the time.
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hosts Japan but it was clear on
hursday that the changing of
the guard was taking place and
that the Japanese were on the
rise while the Koreans look set
for a difficult period.

I'he Japanese, under the ex-

cellent guidance  of  French
coach Philippe Troussier,
showed their mettle for the
third successive match  in
coming from behind to beat
China 3-2 while Korea pro-

duced a lifeless performance in
iumng down 2-1 to Saudi Ara-
M.

Meir coach Huh Jung-Moo,
whose world weary air has pro-
gressed to one of exhaustion
since the start of the campalgn.
looks like paying the price for
not delivering Korea their first
Asian crown in 40 vears.

The tormer PSV Eindhoven
micfielder. who took up the

post after the debacle of the
1998 World Cup finals had cost
Korean fcon Cha Bum-Kun his
job. has become increasingly
fed up with queries over his
future but having had his otler
to resign turmed down following
the first round exit at the
Olympies a second offer 100Ks
sure to be accepted.

“There has already been too
much talk about thns.” he said.

‘1 don't want to think about
it or care about it for now.

"Whatever the decision is |
will accept it." he added.

Huli. though. put his side’s

lack of preparedness and
mental toughness down to in-
experience particularly after

they lost 1-0 to Kuwait in the
first round and visibly bristled
at the suggestion that under
him the side had regressed.

“This is a team In transition.
We only have three or four
players who played in the last
World Cup and the new crop
are yet to learn how to settle
down and control a game." he
said,

oat rocking

“It was the same against the
Saudis. | told them to relax and
play their natural game as they
did against lran in the quarter-
finals (they won 2-1 with a
polden goal) but this time when
they went 1-0 down they pan-
icked and the second goal came
soon after,” he added.

While Huh may well not be
around to bring this squad on
there are grounds for optimism
with striker Lee Dong-Gook -
the 'Lion King' - proving one of
the stars of the tournament
with five goals.

His talismanic presence in
the final quarter of the match
with Iran seemed to rattle the
previously dominant three-time
champions and it was he who
scored the killer golden goal.

"With Lee around | am cons
fident that we will always be
capable of scoring goals evenl
against the world's best de-
fences.” Huh sald. ;

"He is a natural goalscorer =
and provides something We
have been lacking for vears.” he 55
added. : '
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