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- CALCUTTA, Oct 28: Hundreds
of huts were flattened after a
gtprm slammed into the eastern
~ Indian state of West Bengal today
bﬂnglng heavy rains, a state
 minister said, reports AFP.

Wesl Bengal Finance Minister

Asim Dasgupta said the storm

with winds gusting up to 75 km

hour had hit the

ds off West Bengal's coast
- before blowing in a northeasterly
- direction towards neighbouring
Bangladesh.

"Roughly 250 huts have been
razed to the ground by high-
speed winds in the coastal belt.
The worst destruction has taken
place In North-24 Parganas
where 115 mud huts have been
flattened. Despite the damage,
there are no casualties,” said

pta.

“We had taken the precaution
of evacuating people living along
the coastal districts after a
depression formed in the Bay of
Bengal off Calcutta. And that
safety measure has limited the
fall—nutsﬁ" he added.

Dasgupta said an alert
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u.ndreds of huts
attened as storm
hits West Bengal

sounded earlier today in the
coastal and low-lying areas of
South 24-Parganas. North-24
Parganas, Calcutta, Howrah,
Nadia and Midnapore cllstr!cls
would remain for the next 24
hours,

Ared alert was also sounded at
Calcutta’s Hooghly Docks.

“We have reminded fishermen
that it is not safe to venture out to
sea and they should be careful till
Sunday night,” Dasgupta said.

Calcutta's meteorological
office director R.N. Goldar said
the storm had caused the
Hooghly river, which runs
through Calcutta, to rise by 1
metres (4.9 feet). The city Is pm—
tected by embankments.

A number of embankments at
Patharpratima, Gosaba, Sagar
Islands, Namkhana and Bakhali
districts in West Bengal had also
developed cracks with the storm
dumping water in the swollen
rivers.

Heavy monsoon floods in West
Bengal have claimed more than
1,000 lives this year.

Adibashi students
submit memo

to RU VC

From RU Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 28: The
Adibashi Students Association of
Rajshahi University (ASARU)
submitted a memorandum to the
Vice-Chancellor (VC) today to
press home their seven point
demand.

The ASARU leaders handed
over the memorandum to the VC
Prof Sayeedur Rahman Khan at
his office this morning. Their
demands include reservation of
three per cent seats in all depart-
ments, five per cent residence
quota for Adibashi students,
introduction of Adibashi lan-
guage courses at the university
and increasing scholarship quota
for them.

The ASARU leaders submitted
the memorandum on occasion of
reunion, freshers’ reception of
Adibashi students and seminar
on the campus today. They
brought out a colourful proces-
sion as well.

Vice-Chancellor Prof Sayeedur
Rahman Khan was present at the
reunion and freshers' reception
ceremony as chiefl guest while
Pro-VC Prof M Wazed All was
present as special guest.

Please see page

and Here & There.
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Shahabuddin
greets Turkish
president

President Justice
Shahabuddin Ahmed and Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina yester-
day pgave separate messages
felicitating their counterparts on
the occasion of the 77th anniver-
sary ol the proclamation of the
Republic of Turkey, reports BSS.

In his message to the Turkish
President Ahmed Necdet Sezer,
Justice Shahabuddin Ahmed
expressed the hope that the exist-
ing fraternal ties and close coop-
eration between the two countries
would grow in depth and dimen-
sion in the days ahead to the
mutual benefit of the people of the
two countries.

He wished good health, long life
and happiness and continued
peace, progress and prosperity of
the friendly people of Turkey.

In her message to Turkish
Prime Minister Bulent Ecevit,
Sheikh Hasina said the close
bonds of friendship and coopera-
tion that characterised the rela-
tions between the two countries
would be further strengthened
and consolidated in the coming
days.

She wished good health, hap-
piness and long life of the Turkish

_Prime Minister and also contin-
ued peace, progress and prosper-

ity.

20 Palestinians

From page 12

Friday's confrontations lasted
into the early hours of today as
Palestinian gunmen fired on Gilo,
a Jewish neighbourhood in
southern Jerusalem. Nine Jewish
apartments and a school building
were damaged in what has
become an almost nightly ritual
of shooting from the adjacent
Palestinian village of Beit Jalla on
the West Bank.

Israeli soldiers initially fired
machine guns at Beit Jalla, but
later a helicopter cruised over the
village and fired a missile. Tanks
stationed in Gilo fired two shells,
targeting suspected assailants,
police said. There were no reports
of iInjuries.

An Israeli missile tore a hole
through the second floor of Jeries
Kisia's upscale home around
midnight, but all 21 people living
there had left for a nearby com-
munity center several hours

earlier when the shooting began.

Meanwhile in an interview in
the Egyptian daily al-Ahram
newspaper today, Palestinian
President Yasser Arafat appeared
to discount the prospect of
renewed US mediation to end the
clashes ahead of the November 7
presidential elections.

"The American president, Bill
Clinton, will remain busy until
November 7, since we are in the
final days of the American presi-
dential campaign,” Arafat told al-
Ahram.

Clinton on Friday held out
hope of holding separate White
House meetings with Israeli
Prime Minister Ehud Barak and
Arafat the parties have been cool
to the proposal but said the
violence must first abate.

The bloodshed has raged on
despite a cease-fire deal Clinton
brokered in the Egyptian resort of
Sharm el-Sheikh last week.

10 Feni BNP activists

From page 1

BNP said some of their activists
were wounded with bullet during
the clash.

Meanwhile, BNP and Awami
League workers clashed at
Bhulyar Hat of the unfon at about

1.30 pm leaving 10 ple hit by
bullet, including Jubo Dal work-
ers Majld, Kalam, Faruk, Shafi
and Karim Mia.

Upazila BNP president Gilas
Uddin said a gang of terrorists
coming out of the residence of
Awaml League leader Bhulu Mia
opened fire on the BNP activists
whg were fleeing during the police
raid.

Ismail Hossain was killed and
10 others were Injured in the
firing by ruling party terrorists,
Glas said.

Awami League leaders sald the
clash erupted when BNP workers
at tacked Bhulu Mia's residence.

The Additional Police Super
and Sonagazi thana OC Abdul
Wahed sald they heard of the
kidng of a man at Bhulyar Hat
but were not sure about it.

District BNP president
Mosharraf Hossain MP, accused

Interpol

] From page 12

money laundering and gun con-
trol and is alang l’am!lglar with
police matters.

Aformer US assistant treasury
secretary, Noble rubbed shoul-
ders with the secret service and
also was Involved In aleohol, arms
and tobacco smuggl

The new president Is likely to
be Spanish police chief Jesus
Espi Mim who will succeed
another policeman, Japan's
‘l‘onhlonorl Kanemoto.

the police of harasslnl%‘BNP work-
ers and leaders in the name of
rald in the town and In Sonagazi
for last three days.

Police arrested 74 people
including district Jatiyatabadi
Chhatra Dal president from BNP-
dominated Rampur and Sonagazi
in last three days of raid.

Shamsu

From page 1
the smuggling syndicate which
operated all over the south-
western zone of the country with
strong holds at the Skid Ghat and
the Sundarbans, Shamsu told
police during Interrogation.

All political leaders who har-
boured me had to be pald off and
on to keep me free from police
action, he said.

The alleged smugger sald he
evaded arrest by Khulna Metro-
politan police despitle warrants
Issued against him few days after
Ershad Shikdar was arrested on
August 11 last year.

Despite warrants of arrest |
continued my business openly
both In the metropolitan city and
other areas of the district,
Shamsu sald.

Heroin, gold, sugar, dru 5,:;
copper and baby food were
iterns | smuggled into the country
from India, Shamsu told pollt*e

He sald that some KMP officials
used lo recefve money from him
frequently for not-disturbing him
in his smuggling trade.

Shamsu named a former
Mayor of KCC and a Hindu busl-
nessmen as caretakers of his gold

“smuggling and Hundl business.

Al least 35 persons are still asso-
clated with the smuggling syndi-
cate, he said,
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Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina addressing a grand rally of freedom fighters and people at the Gora Shaheed Maidan in Dinajpur town

yesterday.

Resist conspiracy: PM

From page 1

As she reached the meeting
venue at about 4 pm, freedom
fighters gave her a 'guard of
honour' while the National
Anthem was played. A smiling
Hasina waved to the people,

Presided over by State Minis-
ter Roul Chowdhury, Convener
of the Combined Freedom
Fighters' Front, the rally was
addressed by ministers, state
ministers, MPs, cultural activ-
ists, freedom fighters and lead-
ers of ruling Awami League's
front organisations.

In an apparent election cam-
paign, the Prime Minister
strongly criticlzed the opposi-
tion, alleging that they were
hatching conspiracy against the
country and not working for its
development.

“People will not vote for them
who grabbed public money,
snatched people's voting right
and seized state power at gun-
point. Inshallah, people will take
the right decision in the next
election.”

She said late president Ziaur
Rahman, deposed President
HM Ershad and former Prime
Minister Khaleda Zia worked
only to make fortune by grab-

bing public money.

She refuted the opposition's
allegation that Awami League
was selling out the country's
sovereignty to another country.
"Those who hoisted Indian
national flag in a sovereign
country can sell out the coun-
try", she said.

"Awami League along with
people liberated the country and
it can not sell the country. We
will fight against any evil design.
We are prepared to save our
sovereignty even at the cost of
blood".

She alleged that the opposi-
tion alliance was trying to mis-
lead the people in the name of
religion. She termed Khaleda,
Ershad and Golam Azam as vole
thief, autocrat and razakar
respectively and said they can
not do anything good for the
people. They are looking only for
their own interests, she said.

Listing her government's
development activities, Sheikh
Hasina said efforts would con-
tinue till a 'Golden Bengal' Is
established. Development activ-
ities will continue in the north-
ern region also, she reiterated.

Referring to her recent visit Lo
the United States, the Prime

Minister sald, "Now we have our
dignity." The three rulers after
the 1975 changeover had
exposed Bangladesh as a nation
of beggars because they begged
to other nations.

"We have proved that those
days are gone. Our relationship
with other nations Is Iriendly
and on the basis of mutual
partnership,” Hasina saild about
the outcome of her meeting with
US President Bill Clinton.

The grand rally was addresses
among by, among others, Prime
Minister's Political Advisor Dr
SA Malek, Forest and Environ-
ment Minister Sajeda
Choudhury, Industries Minister
Tofaill Ahmed, Food Minister
Amir Hossain Amu, Minister for
Fisheries and Livestock ASM
Abdur Rob, Health and Family
Welfare Minister Sheikh Fazlul
Karim Selim, Awami League
leader Advocate Abdur Rahim,
State Minister for Primary and
Mass Education Shatis Chandra
Roy, Chiel Whip Abul Hasnat
Abdullah and State Minister for
Information Prol Abu Sayeed.

Latehe Prime Minister inau-
gurated the 500-bed Dinajpur
Medical College Hospital build-
ing.

City waterlogging

remained without power from
2:30 pm till afternoon as
uprooted roadside trees, broken
branches and strong wind
snapped power supply lines in
different areas of the city.

Residents in some areas of the
city complained that electronic
goods were damaged due to fluc-
tuation and frequent power dis-
ruption.

An official said last night that
DESA stopped power supplying
to some areas for several hours
for safety reasons. Most parts of
the city remained out of electricity
till last evening.

When contacted at 6 pm yes-
terday, DESA control room said
that they were supplying 450
megawatt of power which covers
about 40 per cent of the city. "We
are expecling to restore power in
eighty per cent of the city area by
late night.”

Water remained stagnant for
several hours during better part
of the day, restricting normal
movement of man and machine.

Rainwater remained stagnant
at Malibagh, Mogbazar,
Kathalbagan, Mirpur, Green
Road. Bakshibazar and some
other parts of the old city.
Nazimuddin Road, DIT extension
Road, Shantinagar, Bijoy Sarani,
Manik Mina Avenue, Old Airport
Road were the most affected.

In six hours from 6-00 am
yesterday, 149 mm of rain was
recorded yesterday. Total amount

of rainfall from 6-00 pm Friday 6
for the next 24 hours was nearly
200 mm. Maximum temperature
in the city yesterday was recorded
at 23.5 degree Celsius.

City-dwellers suffered from
water crisis as pumps could not
operate due to absence of power.

Met office said that the situa-
tion is likely to Iimprove
today although there is a possibil-
ity of light rain for the next two
days.

; Pollution ¢

makes men
impotent!

BEIJING, Oct 28: Heavy
pollution is contributing to
soaring rates of impotence
among men in China, the
China Daily reported today,
says Reuters.

Some 20-30 per cent of all
adult men In a total popula-
tion of 1.3 billion suffer from
sexual problems, including
impotence and sterility, the
newspaper sald without
giving the source of its statis-
tics.

Cases of sexual dysfunc-
tion were growing at a rate of
15 per cent each year, the
newspaper said, blaming
stress at work and within the
family as well as environmen-

k tal pollution. )

Filipino storm
kills 8

MANILA, Ocl 28: Eight people
were confirmed dead and 19
people were missing al sea after
tropical storm Xangsane
slammed into the Philippines
tnda}’. disaster monitoring agen-
cles said, reports AFP.

Two men were electrocuted by
a fallen power line in
Catanduanes island, southeast of
Manila, while another man was
killed when a wall collapsed on
him in a suburb of Manila

Two people including a preg-
nant woman were crushed by a
falling tree while a man died in
unknown clircumstances in
Sorsogonprovince, the National
Disaster Coordinating Council
said.

Another man drowned in
Mauban town, Quezon province
while one person died from
extreme cold in the Bicol region
east of Manila, the council added.

In addition, eight motorboats
carrying 19 people were reported
missing off the coast of Borongan
town on the central island of
Samar, the council sald, adding
that five patrol boats were dis-
patched to search for the motor-
boatls.

A barge anchored off a Manila
suburb, with at least six people
aboard broke [ree from its moor-
ings during the storm and ran
aground on a sandbar with the
six aboard still stranded inside,
the coastguard sald.

Seven people were rescued
from a fishing boat that capsized
off Cavite province near Manila,
the coast guard added.

--P1D photo

AL executive
committee
meets Nov 6

The meeting of the executive
committee of Bangladesh Awai
League will be held on November
6 al the prime minister's official
residence of Ganabhaban,
reporis BSS.

President of Bangladesh
Awami League and Prime Minlis-
ter Shelkh Hasina will preside
over the meeling, a party press
release said.

General Secretary of Awami
League and LGRD Minister Zillur
Rahman has requested all mem-
bers ol the commiltee to attend
Lthe meeting on time.,

Hanif visits
water-logged
areas

Mayor Mohammad Hanif
visited different water-logged
areas of the capital veslerday
afternoon to see for himself the
suffering of the city dwellers,
reports BSS.

During the visit at Shatinagar,
Manik Mia Avenue, DIT and the
old airport areas in the city, he
directed the authorities to take
steps to remove all stagnant
walers.

The mayor also directed the
officials of the City Corporation to

road immediately.

L

12 injured 1n
Clox's Bazat
clash

COX'S BAZAR, Oct 28: About a
dozen people were injured in
heavy firing and explosion of
homemade bombs at Panbazar
road in the town at 8 tonight,
reporis UNB.

Police said quarrel between a
member of a local club and BCL
aclivists led to the firing and
explosion of bombs {rom
Panbazar Square to Krishi Road.
About a dozen of people were
injured in the fighting.

Identity of the injured for the
reason behind the clash could not
be ascertained immediately.

The clash continued for 30
minutes and spread panic across
the small town. Shops and busi-

ness establishment pulled down | 4.0 s

the shutters early.

Sugar import
From page 12
crore largely on credit. Payments
are mace with money earned
from sales.

A top BSFIC ollicial said, "The
additional sugar in the markel
will not allow us to sell the local
produce and payment to the
farmers will be uncertain.’
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A demonstrator dressed as Nazi leader Hitler is one of about 2,000 protesters who took to the streets
in Klagenfurt, Austria, yesterday to demonstrate against right-extremists and cuts in social services
in front of the Klagenfurter city emblem of a wingless dragon.

:

.- AFP photo

just,’

Protest against
neo-Nazis

DUESSELDORF, Germany,
Oct 28: About 25,000 people took
to the streets of Duesseldort
today to protest against far-right
extremism, organisers of the rally
said, reports AFP.

Police sald a few hundred neo-
Nazis also held a rival demonstra-
tion in the city.

There were minor clashes, and
at least one officer was injured
when a group of people demon
strating against the neo-Nazis
threw stones at the police.

The protests [ollow a new wave
of violent right-wing attacks this
month and a poll published Sat-
urday showing that two-thirds of
Germans support a government
call to ban three far-right political
parties which are alleged (o have
links to neo-Nazis and skinheads.

Addressing the rally against
the far-right, the head of the
government of North Rhine-
Westphalia, Wolfgang Clement,

called on members of the Jewish
community to stay In Germany
de spite the attacks.

“The decision to live in our
country was just, and remains
‘Clement said.

The Duesseldar! demonstra-
tion was organised by a range of
political parties, church groups,
trade unions and other organisa-
tions,

The president of the Central
Jewish Council, Paul Spiegel was
also due to address the crowd.

. remove all fallen trees from the |

|

|

| phone

Clinton has not decided
on visit to N Korea

WASHINGTON, Oct 28: Presl-
dent Bill Clinton sald yesterday
he had not vyet decided on
whether to visit North Korea next
month, reports AFP.

"We are a long. long way In the
rght direction compared to where
we were back In January of '93,"
the president sald at an
impromplu press conference at
the White House. "But we still
have substantial concerns in the
missile area. We're working on it.”

Earlier Friday the White House
sald misslle talks planned for
next week between the United
States and North Korea would be
very important” in determining
prospects for a visit by Clinton to

Pyongyang.

Missile experts from both
countries are due to meetl next
week In a  still-undetermined
location to continue discussions.
The US team will be led by State
Department arms control spe-
clalist Robert Einhorn, who
attended the meetings between
Secretary of Slate Madeleine
Albright and Kim Jong-1l at
Pyongyang last week.

North Korean leader Kim Jong-
Il suggested to Albright he was
ready to suspend development of
a planned ballistic missiles pro-
gram, but did not offer any con-
crete detalls aboul his intentions.

From page 1

In the southern Islands of
Sandwip, Hatiya and Nijhum
Char, tidal surges up to 4-5 feet
damaged hundreds of houses
and vasl crop lields.

Our Staff Correspondent from
Chittagong writes: Tidal surge
inundated the coastal Islands of
Sandwip and Hatiya today, Red
Crescent sources said.,

In Sandwip Island, nine unions
were Inundated by tidal water of
four to five feet high, forcing the
residents to move to safer places.

The tidal water entered the
Sandwip island through the
breaches of embankments which
remained unrepaired, sources
added.

In Nijum island of Hatlya, some
kutcha houses were damaged
and trees uprooted by the tdal
water of four feet high and gusty
wind of over 60 km per hour.

Other adjoining coastal areas
were also Inundated by tidal
walter.

Meanwhile, the Signal No. 3
holsted in Chittagong was low-
ered at 5-30 pm today, Met office
sources said.

However, intermittent rain
accompanied by gusty wind,
paralysed the normal life in the
port city and iis surrounding
areas.

Met offlce said the gusty wind

| at a speed of over 60 km per hour

swepl the port city. But no dam-
age to property was reported,
police said.

Our Stalf Correspondent {rom
Khulna reports: Khulna and its
adjoining areas experienced
cyclonic storm accompanied by
heavy rains during last 24 hours.

The storm which clashed

| about 85 kilometre per hour from

3-30 am lelt at least six persons
severelv injured and damaged
more than two hundred pucca,
semi-pucca and thatched houses
in the city and bﬂtm] Otilel‘ areas
ofthe distriét-" ¢ 1/ i

Local weather Ulll(:f* recorded
100 mm rainfall in Khulna begin-
ning from 3 am, paralysing nor-
mal life.

Low-lying areas in the city were
inundated following the intermit-
tent rainiall. Electricity supply
was snapped and many tele-
connections were dis-
rupted as poles and hundreds of
big and small trees collapsed
during the storm.

According to control room of

. Khulna district at a speed of

r

Tidal surge in coasts

Khulna district administration,
several boats and mechanised
trawlers capsized in the river
Shibsha of Dakop and Batiaghata
thanas.

According to Panchanan
Biswas MP, 20 boats capsized In
the river Shibsha and damage to
standing crops, houses and trees,
fish farms and public property is
exiensive.

The storm also lashed several
areas of Paikgacha and nine
villages of Koira thanas, render-
ing over 2000 people homeless,
local administration sources
sald.

Almost all the embankments of
elght villages of Kolra upazilla
collapsed, Inundating standing
crops ort hundreds of areas of
Jand.

Sixly per cent trees of the vil-
lages along the Sundarbans were
uprooted due to the storm that
struck at a speed of 100 to 120
kKilometre per hour. Most of the
chars of Batiaghata, Dakop,
Koira. Rupsha and Palkgacha
upazillas have been inundated by
the storm surge of two-three feet
high above normal astronomic
Lide.

Loading and unloading opera-
tions at Mongla port remained
suspended since Friday after-
noon when the port was asked to
hoist warning Signal No 4. All
types of river crafts and see-goiig
vessels moved to safer places for
safety, said a source in Mongla
Port Authority.

The port was still under the
influence of gusly wind after
cyclonic storm crossed the coast
near the Raimongal river in the
Sundarbans early thismorning.

Officlals of Mongla Port
authority and the Sundarban
Forest Division are yet lo assess
the extent of damage caused by
the storm. But a source at
Sundarban Forest Division said
that the storm» may have caused
extenslve damage to forestl
résotces sk R is not possible to
assess at this moment. Informa-
tion about the real extent of dam-
age would be available within 48
hours, the sources added.

Meanwhile, the storm virtually
paralysed traffic movement in
Khulna city.

Injured persons were admitted
to KMCH and general hospital.
City remained plunged into dark-
ness as snapped electricity lines
could not be restored till filing of
this report at 7 pm today.

BNP: Voter list

From page 1
and the number of voters was less
than 47 per cent of the popula-
tion.

Even with a two per cent
increase, the population should
increase by 25.20 lakh in the last
two yvears (1998-2000) and stand

| at 12.85. 20.000 crore now.

As per the new voter list, the
number of voters increased by
1,49.21,605 in the last two years.
not possible with an
increase in population by 25 lakh
in two years, he said.

As per the new list the number
of voters is more than 58 per cent
of the population. "This is unreal-

istic. inconsistent and not
acceptable”.
In this context, he said the

voter list of 1995 was amended as
it was ‘exaggerated'.

Bhuivan said that though
political parties raised objection
to the ‘exaggerated’ voter list, no
step was taken to address the
complaints.

The list has been prepared in a
pre-planned way to rig the huture
polls, he alleged.

The BNP Secretary General
urged the authorities concerned
to allow people to examine the
new voler list properly and
demanded a neutral inquiry into
their allegations.

PM to visit

From page 1
scheduled to make an official visit
to Germany. The visit will begin
on December 5. The itinerary is
being worked out.

The fourth trip which was to
take Hasina to Cambodia early
next month has now been post-
poned following floods in that
country. She was due to attend
the second conference of the
Aslan Parlilamentary Union of
which she is the current Presi-
dent.

Vehicle import

From page 12
they do not have any show-room
in the city.

They pay duties and rents after
transactions with customers.

A sectioh of port security per-
sonnel reportedly work as bro-
kers, the sources salid.

Some vehicle importers how-
ever sald delivery of vehicles from
port sheds slowed In recent
months due to dull trading as
prices of reconditioned vehicles
skyrocketed alter increase In

duties and rents and devaluation
of the taka.

border.
other for starting the attacks.

Flood: Fishes

From page |

The sources further said 39.53
lakh tonnes of fishes worth aboult
Tk 42.89 crore of the fish insemi-
nation farms being run at the
private level at Jhikargacha,
Chowgacha and Sharsha
upazilas have been washed away.

Besides, floods have washed
away shrimps and white fishes
worth over Tk 511 crore [rom
privately owned 497 farms in
Abhoynagar. Monirampur and
Keshabpur upazilas

Sonali, Agrani and Krishi
banks are expected to introduce
fresh credit programme for reha-
bilitating the privately owned fish
farms In Jessore district, sources
said.

Benazir

From page 12
criminal charges, has been in jall
since 1996 while Benazir left
Pakistan before the verdict in the
kickbacks case and has been
living abroad, mostly in London.

Appeals lodged by the couple
are pending at the country's
Supreme Court.

The two [ormer prime minis-
ters, who top the list of people
accused of corruption, blamed
the junta for persecuting political
leaders to pave the way lor the
continuation of dictatorial rule in
the country.

10 Pak soldiers

From page |
places, fought a second Kashmir
war in 1965 and came perilously
close to another war last year
amid a bloody border conflict in
the Kargil area of Kashmir.

Indian and Pakistani troops
frequently engage in skirmishes
and exchange fire along the 760-
kilometre (475-mile) Line of
Actual Control. the unefiicial
border in Kashmir, ofien causing
civilian casualties (n border
villages.

New Delhi accuses lslamabad
of sponsoring cross border ter-
rorism in Kashmir, where a sepa-
ratist Muslim insurgency has
claimed more than 34.000 lives
since 1989.

Troops [rom both countries
routinely clash on the Kashmir
Each side blames the

India refuses any third-part

mediation while bilateral talks
with Pakistan under successive
governments have failed to
resolve the 53-year-old dispute.




