3
!
b
]
!
&
i
!
$
!

.

8 Whe Baify Star

ECB calls for help from govts
to put brake on prices

Record low currency bugs bank

BRUSSELS. Oct 27:. Euro-
pean Central Bank leaders,
faced with new record lows in
the euro. said vyesterday they
were domg their job to foster a
healthy economy. but euro-zone
governments also had to play
their part. says Reuters.

On the day the euro sank
near 8230 US cents. ECB
President Wi Duisenberg
pointedly declined to comment
on “very temporary” short-terim
economic factors. bul called
enro-zone growth  prospects
positive and the best for 10
Vears.
~ “Europe can rely on its cen-
tral bank. which is lully dedi-
cated to its goal of price stabil-
ity.” Duisenberg said in a
speech in  Berlin. But he
stressed other policy makers,
and not just the ECB, should
play their part in  maintaining
price stability.

He said euro-zone
ments should continue
tural reforms and liscal
solidation. while unions and
emplovers should not let  high
oil prices deflect them from the
path of wage moderation

"Any attempt to reacl to the
latest oil price increase with
wage rises would be harmiul to
the currently favourable growth
prospects. because monetary
policy would have to react 1o
the upward pressure o1l prices
he warmed

ECB Chiefl Economist Otmar
Issing. in a speech at Cam-
bridge in England. struck sini-
lar themes. saving the bank
would go on living up to its task
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of keeping prices stable. but
that “other policy makers in
Europe have also to play their
part .

Issing said the fall in the

value ol the enro presented the
ECH with a e psvehological
problem as it was the only mes-
sage featured in the media
although no central bank could
control both internal and exter-
nal price stability. "

In separate comments to ap-
pear in the Franklurter Allge-
meine Zeilung newspaper on
Friday. Issing said last month's
central bank intervention had
heen a success because it had
made betting on the continued

<lidle of the euro a lot more
risk
Duisenberg saiwd that the

public in the euro zone looked
o the imtroduction of euro
notes and coms due at the be-
ginning of 2002 as the real start
ol the single currency, rather
than its launch in financial
markets in January 1999,
There was no mention of
possible central bank interven-
tionn by Duisenberg, who ran
into a strorm of criticism  last
week when connnents he ade
L nterview aggravated cnro
wealiness by appearing to cast
such

doubt on prospects ol
concerted action
But ECB council member

Eugenio Domingo Solans said
the ECB would use whatever
means necessary to achieve irs
goal of price stability and had
not ruled out intervening 1o
support the euro

The ECB will do all it can to
achieve its objective of price
stability. without excluding the
possibility of (forex) intervei-
tion.” Domingo told reporters in
Madrid.

He said a good economic
performance in Europe would
eventually be reflected in the
euro’s value, so that eventually

it might even become (oo
strong. “There will come a thne
when the problem will be the
opposite (ol the current weak-
ness).” he said.

Other European politicians
and officials joined in a barrage
ol comments to talk up the euro
as traders punished the cur-
rency after a G20 conlerence of
industrialised and emerging
market economies in Montreal

ignored its plight. At 1700 GMT
the curo was meandering
around 82 80 cents.

The ifnuninence ol next
month's US presidential elec-
tions Is widely perceived as
making the US Federal Reserve,
unlikely to favour a repeat ol
the joint central bank interven-
tion seen on  September 22
when the euro was not as weak
as it is now.,

Malaysia ends exit
tax for foreign
Investment

KUALA LUNPUR
Malavsia further eased its coill-
troversial capital controls Fri-
dayv by abolishing an exit lewv
unposed during the Asian li-
nancial crisis in 1998 to pre-
lor irou
pulling out their morey, reports
AP

Finance Minister Daim
Zainuddin, who announced the

(et
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measure while presenting Ma-
laysias 2001 budget in Parlia-
ment. said that the tax could
now be removed becaunse the

capital market environment has
unproved

In September
sia locked 1 loreign
ments for a 12-month period to
stemn fund outflows, which the
governiment deemed was mak-
g the crisis worse

In ¥Febmary 1998, it re-

1998.
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placed that measure withh an
exit levy svstem which was later
refined in a series ol moves,

enabling investors to pull out
their funds but a proliibitive
sl

Prior to Friday. the govern-
ment required a tlat 10 per cent
exit levy on all portiolio invest-
ment profit. regardless ol the
investment duration

Reuters savs: Malavsia today
unveiled a budget for 200]
aimed at boosting foreign in-
vestment and infrastructure
spending to keep it among fthe
fasrest growing economies in
the world

Finance Minister Daim
Zainucldin proposed to allow
lorcigi cuinpdnies (o take e(-

uity in the national carrier Ma-
layvsian Airline Svstem. the cair
maker Proton. and said loreign

participation in airports will
also he considered
Daim also called for the abo-

htion of a 10 pel cernl Iq'\'_\' 0ol
the repatriation ol prolits held
after one vear by '”“"!i” I;r;.r”“.

Lo investors

e levy was introduced as
part of measures (o partiallv
ease capital controls Malavsia

imposed in 1998 after a sudden
exodus of foreign money in
wake of the Asian financial ¢
sis. crippled the country s mar-

kets

'he Finance Minister said
the covernimment will continue to
assess e efleclLivelless ol IIs
fixed exchange rale regune,

which currently pegs the ringgil
per US dollar

The budget allocated 4.73
billion ringgit (S1.24 billion) for
mirastructure spending

Daim said the govermmnent
would take stakes in loreigin
firmns to develop Malavsian in-
terests in new technology and
proposed to set up a 00
rindgit venture capital
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But the budget disappointed
expectations lor a cut in corpo-

rate tax and hopes ol a bigger
boost in peoples disposable
income than the finance uin-

ISLer i]l"lllti'l_’-\t‘fi

Next vear's budget delicit is
lorecast to amount to 4.9 per
cent of Gross National Product
Daumn told parliament.

furture. Eichel insisted

German Finance Minister Hans Eichel makes a point during
his speech at the German parliament, the Bundestag, in
Berlin, vesterday. The euro will rise against the dollar in

— AFP photo

'BCIC International Tender
Corrigendum Notice
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BCIC-965-22/10]200K)
DIFP-25763-24/10
(2= 884

Ihe date of submission of bids against International Tender
Enquiry No. ZFCL/OS-1946 dated 7.9.2000 (Waste Heat Boiler
Outlet Spool) of Zia Fertilizer Company Limited, Ashuganj.
Brahmanbana is hereby extended up to 15.11.2000 at 2.30 PM.

All other terms and conditions shall remain unchanged.

General Manager (Commercial)

For Managing Director. l

Government of the People’s Republic
of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer
SB Nagar, PWD Division No Ill, Dhaka

(Ist Corrigendum Notice)

The notice inviting tender for the work DESIGN AND CONSTRUCTION

(DESIGN. SUPPLY.

FABRICATION, ERECTION, TESTING AND

COMMISSIONING ETC) OF ALUMINIUM DOME OF BANGABANDHU
SHEIKH MUJIBUR RAHMAN NOVOTHEATRE (PLANETARIUM) AT
BlJOY SHARANI, SHER-E-BANGLA NAGAR, DHAKA vide this office
memo No B-llIAV-53/1963 dt 5-10-2000. The following corngendum has

been made

Please read the Financial Evaluation in Article No 10.02 of page No 42
‘The financial offer of the technically qualified firms will be opened in
presence of the representative (if any) of the firm for financial Evaluations
The work may be awarded to the tenderer whose financial offer is the
lowest™ In place of existing terms and conditions of Article No 10.02

All other terms and conditions will remain unchanged
This corngendum notice is the part and parcel of this tender docur ., .

C-1132

Md Azizul Hon.e Khan
Exe~,uve Engineer
oB Nagar, PWD Division-I|
Dhaka. Phone: 9110766
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siant Microsolt Corp. said

hackers had

Wellt
on Thursday that
broken into  the  companv s
comnputer system. i what
spoKesman called “a deplorable
act ol industrial espionage

savs Keuters

Microsoft spokesman Rick
Miller declined to comnent oin
whiat specihic areas ol the coni-
puter network breached

what the specific goals of the
hackers were, or the possible
motives

The company had reported
the break-in to the US Federal
Bureau of Investigation ancl
was working withh authorities to
protect its intellecimal property
e told Renters

Citing sources close to the
situation. the Wall Street Jour-
nal reported that the hackers
wi're bhelieved 1o have stolen the
hlucprints to the latest versions
ol its flagship operating svstem
Windows and its Office soltware
package,

Miller declined to comimend
on what. {f anvthing. had been
stolen. The FBlI was notl innme-
diately available 1o comment

“We recently became aware
al artacks to our corporate net-
worle, Miller said.

‘Microsofl 1S Ioving agercs-
sively to  isolate thie problem
aiel to secure our corporate
network. We are confident that
the Integrity of our source code

Were

Hackers break into
Microsoft network!

remains secure, he added

The company became aware
of the attacks “in the last con-
ple of days™. Asked I the at-
tacks had stopped. Miller said,
‘We helieves so.

Microsoft’'s security emplov-
ees  discovered the break-in
after they detected passwords
being remotely sent to an e-mail
account in St Petersburg. Rus-
the . Wall Street Journal
reported. The company inter-
preted electronic logs as show-
mg that those internal pass-
words were used to transter
source code outside the Micro-
solt campus, it said

The newspaper quated a
person familiar with the case as
saving that the hackers used a
programme called a “"Trojan

Named after the Greek mvih
of the Trojan Horse, the hacker
Sends  a seenungly  mnocuous
file to an unsuspecting person.

Hidden within the coding of
the file is an inswdious pro-
gratnnne designed to infiltrate
the computer of the user who
opcied the file y

=lel,

Once the file is opened. a
damaging programnie may he
mstalled on the computer and
mayv even start sending copies
ol atsell to other computers
Unce the software is installed. i
becomes easier for hackers (o
Cdinl access to the intormation
o1 that computer

Pertoratton Blade from

office ol

on payment TK

shall be deposited in the
along with the tender

Services  which must

LI,

a1)-99]

The Security Printing Corporation
(Bangladesh) Ltd.

Gazipur
Tender for Supply 50 Pcs.
Perforation Blade

Scaled tenders are hercby invited for supply 50 Pes.
international/local
Rollem Auto-4 Unit of Cheque Book Finishing Machine for
this Corporation. Tender papers will be available from the
[he Sccurity Printing Corporation (Bd.) Lid,,
Gazipur and its Liaison Office at Manharton Tower ("
tloor). 83. Siddessani Circular Road, Dhaka during all otfice
days between 2.00 to 4.00pm from 29.10.2000 to 9.11.2000
100.00 (Taka onc hundred) only (non
refundable) per set ol tender schedule. Earnest money (@
21%% (two & a half per cent) of the total tendered amount
form of Bank Draft/Pay Order
in favour of “The Sccurity Printing

Corporation (Bd.) Ltd., Gazipur.” .
The tender(s) under scaled cover addressed to the
Managing Dircctor. The Sccurity Printing  Corporation

(Bangladesh) Ltd.. Gazipur will be received in his office
chamber up to 2.00pm on 30.11.2000 and shall be opened at
2.05pm on the same date at Gazipur in presence of tenderers
(it any). Tenders may also be sent through Postal/Courier
reach within the scheduled date &

sources for

Kil. Nur Alam

Deputy General Manager (P&S)
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Inaugural:ion: Jativae Nagorik Foram will formally be

gmuuumlcri Venue: Englneers Institution Auditorium. Tune:
9:30 .

Elocution contest: priish Counell voung learncrs’
centre will organise an extempore speech competition. Venne:
British Counell anditorium, Fuller Road. Thme: 10 am,

SKOP national convention: the national con-
vention of Sramik Karmachari Otkkvo Parishad (SKOP) will be
held. Venue: BCIC auditorium, Motijheel C/A. Time: 10:00 am,

Cleanliness drive: Bishwa Shahitva Kendra will or-

ganise cleanliness drive at Kalvanpur Radio Colony area as part
of its mosquito eradication programmes. Venue: Kalyanpur Ra-
dio Colony. Kalvaupur. Time: 10:00 am.

Meeting: The first meeting of the newly elected executive

‘committee of the BCS Coordination Conunittee will be held.

Venue: Khadya Bhaban (6 Floor), Abdul
10:30 am.

PI'OdllCt launchin%: Suborno HT will launch its soft-
ware lor children “Shishun Mela.™ Venue: Auditorivun of 1DB
Blhiaban, Agargaon. Sher-e-Bangla Nagar. Time: 11:00 am.

Founding anniversary: Bangabandhu Sangskritik
Goshtt will eelebrate its 247 founding anniversary. Venue:
Shishu Academy aditoriam. Tone: 330 pm

FI'EShEl"S‘Ib reception: rahart Chihatra Parishiad will

hold a freshers reception. Venue: TSC on DU campus. Thne:
330 pm.

BPJA cultural competition: 1he concluding day
of Bangladesh Photo Journalists Association will be held. Prizes
will be distributed among the winners of the different competl-
tions. Chief guest: Food Minister Amir Hossain Amu. Venue:
BPJA auditorinm 58/ 1-A Purana Pallan. Time: 4:00 pm,

Gani Road. Thne:

Conference: pr M Shamsher All. Professor of Physics
Departinent of Dhaka University will hold a press conlerence (o
lannch the release of CD and VHS casseltes titled “Islaim and
Science.” Venue: VIP auditorium of National Press Club. Time:
4215 pm.

Instrumental music presentation: rehana
Matlub will make a presentation on guitar. Venue: National
Museumn Aaditoriam. Shahbag. Time: 6:45 pm.

el .

ASB meetlng: The monthly general meeting of Asiati
Society of Bangladesh will be held. Venue: ASB seminar room. 5
Old Secretanat Road, Nimtali, Ramna. Tune: 4:00 pm.

I'T Semlnar: Bangladesh Chapter of the Institute of
Llecirical and Electronic Engineers (IEEE). Power Engineering
Socicty (PES) and Institution of Engineers, Bangladesh (IEB) will
hold 4 seminar on Information Technology. Venue: IEB seminar
reveone, Hhime: 6:30 pim

Discussion meeting: sheikli kKussel Jativa Shishu
Kishore Parishad will hold a discussion meeting to mark the 36
birth anniversary ol Sheikh Russel. Chief guest: Prime Minister
Sheikh Hasina. Venue: Osmani Memeorial Hall. Time: 11:00 am.

FICCI meeting: Foreign Investors” Chamber of Comn-
merce and Industry (FICCH will hold its regular monthly meet-
mg. Venue: Surma Room of Hotel Sonargaon. Time: 12:30 pin.

Founding anniversary:

versary. Chief
Paltan Maidan (ground). Time: 3:00 pm.

Receptlon: Svihet Bibhag Unnavan Parishad will hold a
reception for students who have passed the SSC and HSC ex-
ams nnder Svihel Board. Venue: National Press Club audito-

ritun. Timme: 3:00 pm

Inauguratlon: The office of Agribusiness Development:
Orgamsation ol Bangladesh (ADOB) will be inaugurated
Avnicultural Minister
No 404, Concord Tower. 113, Kazi Nazrul Islam Avenue: Time:
3:30 pn.

Inau ration: The 12-day long solo photography exhi-
bition ol Nurjahan Chakladar titled “Many Faces of Rural
Women will be inaugurated by State Minister for Women and
Children Attairs Prol Zinatun Nesa Talukdar. Venue: Gallery of
Alllance Francaise de Dhaka. Tiune: 5:00 pn. '

Lecture: The National Professor Atwar Husain Trust Fund
in association with Asiatic Societv of Bangladesh (ASB) will hol«l
the Nat'l Professor Atwar Husain Memorial Lecture 2000.
Venue: Seminar room of ASB. 5 Old Secretariat Road. Time:

5:00 pm.

Seminar: Shobar Jonnva Shasthya (Health for All) will

hold a seminar on “Environment Related Health Problems of

Garments Workers,” Speaker: Dr. AKM Anwaruzzaman. Venue:
Gonoshasthva Nagar Hospital. House No 14/E. Road No 6.
Dhanmondi R/A. Time. 5:00 pin

Awardin ceremony: the Kabi Talim Hossain Trust
Puroshkar will be awarded. Discussion will also be held on me-
morial books published on Talemn Hossain and Mafruha
Chowdhury. Venue: Auditoritun ol National Museuin, Shahbag.
Time: 6:00 pm

Product laun(:hing: Ericsson Bangladesh will launch

its new models of mobile plione fn the country. Venue: Winter
CGarden of Hotel Sheraton. Tune: 7:00 pii

Moderate rain likely

Light to moderate rain or thundershowers accompanied by
temuporary gusty wind is likely at most places over the country
with moderately heavy to heavy falls at one or two places over
Chittagong . Barisal and Khulna divisions in next 12 hours till 6
piu today. reports UNB.

Met office said that the day temperature may fall slightly
over the countrv.

The countrv's highest temperature recorded yesterday was
32.0 degree Celsius at Jessore and the lowest 20.2 degree at
Svedpur.

The sun sets in the capital today at 5:23 pm and rises
tomorrow at 6:03 am.

Maxinnumn and minimum  temperature and humidity re-
corded in some major cities and towns vesterday were:

City/Town Temperature Humidity in
in Celsius percentage
Max Min Morning Evening
Dhaka 200 228 92 02
Chittagong 230 233 08 97
Rajshahi 268 223 95 96
Khulna L9ed 22D 100 100
Barisal 20.2  23.0 97 | 00
Svihet 2ab 244 85 05
Cox's Bazar 247 - 97

HERE and THERE

Bangladesh Jativatabadi
Jubo Dal will hold a grand rally to mark its 22" founding anui-
guest: BNP chairperson Khaleda Zia. Venue:

by
Begum Motia Chowdhury., Venue: Suite

Bangamata Astronomical
)l "'- 1 'l i ¥ L]
arishad associlation
A special meeting ol the pres .
sidinm members of "‘Bangamata B}" DU Co respondent
Parishad was held with presi- Bangladesh Astronomical

dent ol the Parishad Dr. Niltma
Ibrahim i the chair at her
residence in the oity vesterday,
reporis BSS.

he meeting decided 1o hold
A discussion meeting at Poet
Subi Kamal Auditorivnm o! the
National Musewm on Novernbey
3 at 5 pm to mark the Jail
Killing Day. |

/ i

Assoclation (BAA) began a
three-month long study circle
on Astro-physcis at its oflice in
the city yesterday.

Noted Plasma Physics re-
scarcher Dr. Mofizuddin Alhuned
is conducting the study circle
which Is open for all. The pro-

rovme  will be held on every
hursdavy.
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Innovative salesman

customers.

DHAKA, SATURDAY, OCTOBER 28, 2000
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This papaya vendor caused quite a stir yesterday among
other vendors on the street when he came out with a
Papaya plant on a large tub to =ell the fruit. Not only that
the vendor also had papava seed packets to sell and a lot to
sav about nutritious value of the fruit itself to attract more

— Star photo

Experts at a discussion ves-
terday underscored the need for
a4 natonal refugee law for the
protection of refugees.

They were addressing a con-
sultation meeting on *Need for a
National Refugee Law™ organ-
ised by the Refugee and Migra-

Gazi Rafiqul
Islam dead

\Veteran journalist and joint-

editor of Dainik Probhat Gazi
Rafiqul Islam died in the citv on
Thursday night. He was 61,
reports LINB.

Popularlv known as ~“Gazi
Bhai® in the newspaper arena.
Giazi Raliqul Islam had been
suffering from various compli-
calionls,

He entered journalism in the
and worked in the daily
Azad. Ganokantha, and was the
Feature Writer ol Press
Information Department under
the Ministry of Inforination.

He is survived by his wile,
onlvy daughter and a host of
relatives and well-wishers to
mourn his death

(GAazi s namaz-e-janaza was
held at Shisha Palli Mosgue at
Shvamali yvesterday and he was
buried at Mirpur Martvred In-
tellectuals Gravevard

His qulkhwan will be held at
his /2 Shivaanoli residevice on
Monday alter Asr pravers

i3l )5

Proge Ninisten
Shoikh Hasma expressed deep
shock at the death of veleran
joumalist Gazi Rafigul Islam.
jant-editor of Dainik Probhat

Meanmwin b
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Experts for adopting
nat’l refugee law

By Staff Correspondent

torvy Movement Research Unit
(RMMRLUI} at CIRDAP audito-
riun in the city

Suranjit  Sengupta. Parlia-
mentary Affairs Adwviser to the
Prime Minister, in his speech
said Bangladesh as a nation.
which enjoved the benetit and
generosity ol the international
refngee regiume during the War
of Liberation. should respect
the rights of refugees.

It is not a question of
whether or not Bangladesh
should have a relugee law. but
now the question is what law
we should have?” the legislator
asked. He pointed out that the
refugee problem has to be seen
from a Ihunanitarian pU[H[ ol
view

Dr Shamsul Bari. a loriner
senior official of United Nations
Higlh Cowuunission. for Relygees
(HINHCORY, m ’his Ketnole paper
refuted the common argaments
against adopting a national
refugee law or acceding to the
1951 Convention relating to the
status of refugees.

He pointed out that withotut
bemg a party to the Conventorn.
Bangladesh has already hosted
a large number of refugees.

Barrister A K H Morshed. a
forner Foreign Secretary. how-
ever. accepted the need for a
refugee law. but stressed that it
has 1o be developed under a
regional understanding.

He said it is imperative that
apart from India. Mvanmar
should alse adhere humanitar-
principles. otherwise we
mav have to pav the price by
acceding 1o the 1951 Conven-
tion or adopting national refu-
gee legisiation alone

Dr Shahdeen Malik. M M
Sunnah, Legal Officer of
LINHCR. Dhaka office. Barrister
Shamsuddin Chowdhury
Manik. Deputy Attorney Gen-
eral. Haider Ali. legal counsel of
the Ministry of Foreign AHairs,
Dr Borhan Uddm Khan. Yasnun
Ahmed of Odhikar and Khur-
shid Irfan Ahmed of ASK also
spoke on the oceasion.

Dr CR Abrar. Coordinator of
RMMRU. moderated the session
that  was represented by 32
NGOs. huaman rights orgainisa-
tions and research bodies.

A new book titled “Towards
National Refugee Laws in South
Asia was also launched on the
ODCUASIO0).

Bpmey”

Mizanur Rahman Sinha. MP and Managing Director of
Acme Laboratories Litd mmaugurated the Shishu Kishore

Ananda Mela 2000 and Family Day of BPJA yesterday. 5".?

Bangladesh Photo Journalists’ Association is holding th
two-day event at its office to mark | '
anniversary.
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