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|  How Can a Government
be So Indifferent?

HOUSANDS of news reports along with photo-
graphs have been published in the last few
vears regarding our traffic problem. Yet, after years
the problem not only remains unresolved. in fact it
has gotten worse. Millions of productive hours are
Ilost everyday as people wait endlessly and help-
lessly in the traffic jams. The cost in monetary
terms would easily add up to hundreds of crores of
taka over the last several vears. It is the law of the
jungle that prevails on our city roads with no re-
4 gard for the regulations and no power in the hands
of the traffic police to enforce them.

The most frustrating aspect of the problem is
that the government and the designated authorities
within it do not appear to be bothered about this
| problem and are quite unconcerned about the sul-
| fering of the public. Yes, some ad hoc and totally
superficial measures have been taken but they
have neither had any tmpact on reducing the con-
gestion nor on the flow of the traffic. If approached
the official answer is that Dhaka city has too mamy
people and not enough roads. The solution lies in
building more roads and flyovers. The government,
we are told. is looking into the feasibility of con-
structing either a circular train or sky-train systein
or some such alternatives as the long-term solution
to the traffic problem.

While we await the long-term measures what
about some short-term and immediate solutions?
Are we to suffer these traffic jams for the years that
it will take to construct the alternatives? Will not
the problem grow to even more unimaginable ex-
tent in the five to ten vears that will be needed to
build the citv trains? As we see it, the government
has totally failed to address the traffic problem of
the citv. Not only that they have failed but, on the
contrary. instead of solving anything they have al-
lowed the problem to spread. Take the example of
rickshaws. We know we cannot eliminate them in
the foreseeable future, but we could have restricted
their number to a maximum limit. But instead the
government looked the other way as illegal bodies -
we published reports and photos of 13 — started is-
suing rickshaw permit. Today nobody knows how
many rickshaws ply on the city streets. In addition.
unlicensed rickshaw vans have flooded our streets.
Nearly twenty types of motorised and non-motor-
ised vehicles ply in the streets of Dhaka.

A most lawless situation prevails on our streets
and that is because our government is indifferent
to our problems. Can anybody tell us who is in
charge of city traffic?

A Lot More than Law and
Order Breakdown

UST think about it. Four persons in their late

teens took a classmate of theirs for an outing at
the National Park in Gazipur and strangled him
with a gamchha. It was not a heat of the moment
action. By their own admission, the four, including
the hapless boy's sitepbrother. had contemplated
the killing more than a month ago. Little did Am-

mar Shamsi, an O-level examinee of the Naila Me-
morial Tutorial at Dhanmondi, know his friends
would turn into his Kkillers. The story didn't end
there. The four got back to Dhaka, called Shamsi's
parents and demanded ransom for the release of
their already-dead son. Apparently, the motive was
money. They wanted to realise the TK 10 lakh ran-
som and slip away. However, according to the de-
tectives on the case, the mastermind behind the
whole sordid tale comes from an affluent family.
What's even more shocking is the fact that none of
the four has shown any remorse for the brutal act
they perpetrated. Salahuddin, Bappi and Alamgir,
arrested by the Detective Branch, were poise-
epitomised even when they recounted in details the
horrific crime. Zia, Shamsi’'s stepbrother, went out
of the capital with a group of preachers from Kak-
rail Mosque after the killing.

We wish we could attribute Shamsi’'s murder to
complete collapse of law and order across the
country. It goes well beyond law enforcement fail-
ure, deep into the frighteningly metamorphosed
individual and societal psyche. Years of political
instability and steady law and order downslide ap-
pear to have started eating into the moral and ethi-
cal fabric of the society and the individual living in
it. Crime has suddenly become a day-to-day affair.
Death has become too easy. Money matters more
than people do. What eventuality are we headed
for? The time has come for to pause and find an
answer to this very crucial question. Our failure
now to address the crisis we are in at this moment
could spell doom for us and our posterity.

Unrestricted Acid Sale

WHILE concern for welfare of the acid-burn vic-
tims rises among a few individuals, private
clinics and non-governmental organisations, set-
ting up free medical facilities for treatment of acid
injuries, women continue to face severe disfigure-
ment caused by acid attacks. Recent reports say,
on an average 20 people are falling prey to severe
acid atrocity every month. But the government, as
it seems, is yet to put its control over import, stor-
age, distribution and sale of acids, which are usu-

ly used in laboratories and by goldsmiths etc.
Also, the recent concern and anger in society
against this crime seem to have failed to cause any
consciousness among the criminals and thus curb
the crime to any extent.

In absence of adequate laws and monitoring of
implementation of existing ones, this gravely injuri-
ous substance - acid - is falling in evil hands only
to maim and disfigure a female face and frame for
good. A Prothom Alo report on Thursday said that
recommendations made by the technical committee
of the government three years ago are still lying
unimplemented. Introducing licences among all the
legal users was one of the significant provisions,
and if implemented, it would certainly have put a
restraint on the easy avallability of acids, thus re-
ducing the risk of harm. We feel disquieted to see
| the authority non-responsive to agonies of the vic-
tims. Certainly, it doesn't take more than three
| years to implement a set of recommendations that
carries so much social Importance! We urge those
in the Home and Women's Affairs ministries to pull
up their socks and implement the recommended
suggestions immediately.

1

‘Bullets against Stones: Palestinian Uprising _

FTER over seven years of

peace negotiations Pales-

tinian-Israell relationship
is back Lo square one. Palestinian
uprising (intefada) again! It's
mainly a stone throwing crowd
apparently nothing for the Israell
army, but nerve wrecking for the
civillan population. The entire
area looks like a veritable battle-
field battle between two
unequals bullets against stones.
Israell army has again started
using tanks and helicopter
gunships for attacking the Pales-
tinlan positions. The death toll
has now reached over 135, all but
eight are Palestinians and Israell
Arabs. More than 4000 Palestin-
lans have been wounded.

fler over seven years of peace
negotiations Palestinlan-lsraell
relationship is back to square
one. Palestinian uprising
(iIntefada) again! It's mainly a
stone throwing crowd apparently
nothing for the Israeli army, but
nerve wrecking for the civillan
population. The entire area looks
like a veritable battlefleld battle
between two unequals bullets
against stones. Israell army has
again started using tanks and
helicopter gunships for attacking
the Palestinian positions. The
death toll has now reached over
135, all but eight are Palestinians
and Israell Arabs. More than
4000 Palestinlans have been
wounded.

Sharm-el-Sheikh agreement
appears to have remained in
paper only; it's a great shock for
President Clinton, the architect of
Sharm agreement. Indeed, he has
been personally Involved in the
peace making during practically
the whole of his presidency. Even
now he makes long telephone
calls to both Barak and Arafat
urging restraint, but it's not
working at all. Barak seems to
have lost his way. Arafat also has
no way out; he seems to have
been sucked into the intefada.
The violence Is spreading like a
wild fire. Long years of peace
negotiations including those at
the Camp David without the
desired results have indeed
latigued even some of his cabinet
colleagues and totally frustrated
the Palestinian population. As it
seems, the extremists have
started taking over.

Ehud Barak who was strong as
a General but appears weak as a
politician, failed to foresee the evil
designs of the rightist Likud
party. Likud's present leader
Ariel Sharon played the dirtiest
game to wipe out everything that
the peace-makers tried to achieve
after the Camp David summit.
Though Camp David negotiations

President Clinton should immediately ask Prime Minister Barak to stop talking to Sharon on the pro-
posed national emergency government as the entire approach is terribly counter productive and indeed dan-
gerous from the point of view of future peace in the area.. With Sharon in any form of government the peace

process will be the main casualty; Barak's visit to Washington will be meaningless.

falled, behind the scene peace
work was progressing in Wash-
ington. Reportedly on September
27 some good progress was
reported by the negotiators. An
administration officlal who was
involved in the negotiations sald,
" Both delegates got to thinking
that there was more hope than at
any point since Camp David."
One of the Palestinian negotiators
said, " ... he felt like that we could
have a deal." As it seems, there
were some concrete results that
could lead Lo a possible " break-
through”.

Apparently, Likud leader Ariel
Sharon was aware of such devel-
opments and belng more sly than
his body would bear, he decided
to undertake the unholy visit to
the holy sites, which, as expected,
resulted in the protesis and ulti-
mately put the Palestinlan area
into flames. Sharon's plan to
wreck the peace process worked
very well and the two leaders
Arafat and Barak who were
friendly appear enemy to each
other today. Unfortunately Prime
Minister Barak failed to under-
stand the deep-seated conspliracy
and the result was Palestinian
Uprising. Intefada which turned
out to be deadly for the Palestn-
lan people.

Arab summit took place in
Cairo three days after Sharm-el-
Shelkh summit. The general

expectation of the Palestinian
people was that Arab summit
would take a very strong and firm
stand against Israel and may
even call on Egypt and Jordan to
break diplomatic ties with Israel.
But the summit decisions did not
go far enough to satisfy the Pales-
tinlans who have been [acing the
Isracll bullets and burying the
dead. The summit was summed
up as ' strong on rhetorlie and
weak on actions'. President
Mobarak joined Jordan In press-
ing for a moderate stand against
the radical Arab countries includ-
ing Libya and Iraq. Both Egypt
and Jordan have formal diplo-
matic relations with Israel. The
summit, however, condemned
Israel for its "barbaric and grue-
some activities” against the Pales-
tinlan people. The UN was asked
to iInvestigate the alleged war
crimes by Israel and also put
peace keeping forces directly into
Israel to stop the ongoing massa-
cre. However, on the diplomatic
issues the summit resolution left
the matters to the Individual Arab
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countries to take appropriate
decisions. Tunisla announced
closure of offices of the lsraell
envoy and Morocco and Qatar
suspended some low level con-
lacts that these countries had
with Israel. Libya was over
the summit decisions and Indeed
walked out, The positive part of
the summit decisions was the
setting up of a billlon dollar fund
at the Instance of Saudl Arabia
S800 for the holy sites and $200
for the families of the victims of
the uprising.

In the meantime King Fahd
sald, there would be no stability
in the Middle East until Israel
complied with UN resolutions. He
also hoped for a solid and united
Arab position. These words from
the King indicate something very
meaninghul and far reaching. The
Emir of Bahrain Shelkh Hamad
whose territory is now being used
by the US for its Fifth Fleet said,
there would be no peace in the
Middle East until Palestinian
slate Is established with Jerusa-
lem as its capital, He urged Presl-

Israeli soldiers arresting a stone-throwing Palestinian: Bullets against stones!

dent Clinton to pursue the peace
process.

Israell reaction to the summit
was obviously positive and they
praised President Mubarak for
his efforts for moderation. Israel
felt that this was a “victory of
wisdom” as it retained the "strate-
gie cholce of peace” and kept the
door open for future peace work.
But unfortunately, in the mean-
time, Prime Minister Barak
decided to go In the opposite
direction by taking “time out” of
the peace process. This obviously
encouraged Arlel Sharon who
agreed to negotiate on the Barak's
offer for forming the national
emergency government. It Is not
understood what sort of national
emergency I8 there for Israel. No
state has attacked Israel. Indeed,
i's national emergency for the
Palestinians as they are under
attack from Israel.

Sharon being In a stronger
position In terms of Israeli
domestic politics laid tough pre-
conditions for joining the pro-
posed national emergency gov-
ernment. In such a government
Sharon must have veto power on
diplomatic decisions and security
measures. Acceptance of such
conditions would mean Sharon
would be the second Prime Minis-
ter of Israel. The other conditions
are In case there is an unilateral
declaration of the Palestinian
state which is likely on November

15, Israel must go for unilateral
division between Israel and Pales-
tinlan state, stop all economic
and political exchanges and also
annex parts of West Bank includ-
ing the Israell settlements. Barak
could agree to such conditions
only il he Is prepared to abandon
the peace process altogether., The
negotiations are continuing.

The US must be watching the
developments carefully as its
interests In the Middle East are
very much at stake because of the
belligerency of Israel against the
Arabs. It has already suffered
heavily in the port of Aden. More
warnings are in the air for which
the US army establishments in
the Middle East are on the high
alert. All the efforts done by Presi-
dent Clinton and his administra-
tion for bringing some form of
peace and stability in the M-E
have been reduced to practically
nothing because of Israel's wrong
actions. The world reactions are
fairly clear on this long-standing

issue and also on the on
violence. The US cannot continue

. 1o give its ‘blind support to Israel’

Just for domestic vote collection
purpose. The alleged notion of
53rd state may revive old rivalry
in the global context despite some

changes In the East. These

changes could be for economic
and political conveniences: the
real ethnie divide is still there to
finally shape the future.

The same rule is applicable in
the Middle East too. The f;
countries in M-E are under heavy
pressure to change course for
some valld reasons slow death of
a nation like Iraq. violent death of
the Palestinlans etc. They,
indeed, may find it impossible to
continue to side with the U S for
an Indefinite period. After all,
they also have to adjust them-
selves progressively towards the
current trends for their own
survival, The next administra-
tion will do well to keep these in
view while formulating its foreign
policy for Middle East..

However, as expected, Presi-
dent Clinton has asked both
Prime Minister Barak and Presi-
dent Arafat to fly to Washington
soon to talk peace Immediate
peace and also possible lasting
peace. President Putin has also
urged President Arafat and Prime
Minister Barak for restraint and
Lo return to the peace process.
President Clinton should imme-
diately ask Prime Minister Barak
to stop talking to Sharon on the
proposed national emergency
government as the entire
approach |is terribly counter
productive and indeed dangerous
from the point of view of future
peace in the area.. With Sharon in
any form of government the peace
process will be the main casualty;
Barak's visit to Washinglon will
be meaningless.

The present violence which is
gradually tapering off has high-
lighted several fundamental

issues. These must be kept in
view during the next peace nego-
tiation, if any. Firstly, the Pales-
tinlans and indeed the Arabs
must regain their sovereignty
over East Jerusalem including
the sites holy to the Muslims.
Secondly, the settlements must
be relocated into Israel by giving
land and financial assistance to
the settlers. Thirdly, the future
Palestinian State cannot be a
demilitarized area; it must have
adequate means to protect itself
against possible attacks from
Israel. There may be many
Sharons in future in Israel even if
there is peace. The enmity has
been there for too long and thus is
too deep-rooted.

OPINION

T a time when rational
senses seem Lo have evap-
oratéd from our political
leadership across party lines and
independent thinking is almost
considered a crime, it is indeed
remarkable that someone has
finally challenged the rotten
status-quo. Knowing fully well he
might lose his seat and all the
privileges it entails, Major (re-
tired) Akhteruzzaman decided to
attend parliament defying his
party ban. His previous attempts
to bring reason to his party's
policy-makers ended in fiasco
either way. This time it seems
they have closed the door on him
for good. It is very rare in our
political culture that a senior
party activist disagrees with the
wrong policies of the party and
dares take a public stand, with
the prospect of retribution
instead of reward looming large
round the corner. He may have
many other faults otherwise but
on this count he certainly
deserves praise for act of courage
and commitment.
Akhteruzzaman has not only
challenged his party’'s moribund
hierarchy but also perhaps
unwittingly exposed certain
undemocratic provisions of our
constitution so readily agreed
upon by both the major parties.
He Is being charged for discharg-
ing a responsibility he was elected
to carry oul in the first place! In

this case the particular provision
empowers (presumably) a poliu-
cal party to seek cancellation of
the seat belonging to its recalci-
trant member who has dared not
to toe the party line however
irrational it may be. The drafting
committee may have worried too
much over f{loor crossing and
incredible horse trading an
alarming phenomenon in the
sub-continent but did not ponder
upon the probable paradoxical
outcome of the provision that can
ban a member from attending
parliament.

II' any part of the constitution
prohibits an individual parlia-
ment member from acting
according to his/her conscience,
conventional wisdom and whish-
es of the constituents, then that
particular provision goes against
the spirit of democratic praxis
and needs to be amended. So
what? Our political leadership
couldn't care less. They enjoy
yapping about democracy while
acting like autocrats! Ten years
into largely non-functioning
parliamentary democracy has
amply displaved our tendency for
autocratic behaviour than
grooming ourselves in democratic
norms. Our capability in turning
the parliament into a costly show-
plece is several times more than
making it relevant to our every-

Principled Position

by Ali Ahmed Ziauddin

Wikl af tei sadissys
Akhteruzzaman's crime? He has
disagreed with his party’'s policy-
makers who think abstaining
flrom parliament will make
democracy more workable. Very
strange logic, indeed. On what
grounds do they claim so? BNP's
stated position is: first, the ruling
party has not implemented the
agreements reached upon during
first year of the current parlia-
ment; second, the opposition is
not allowed to speak; third, the
Speaker Is not neutral and
fourth, the ruling party has not
allowed debate on major policy
Issues like Water and CHT trea-
ties. Lastly, the ruling party is
abusive to the extent that it does
not stop at lambasting the oppo-
sition only, the leader of the
house passes indecent remarks
about the leader of the opposition
on the floor of the House.
Assuming all these accusations
are true, even then can BNP
justify its long abstention from
parliament? Let us consider their
reasons one by one.

Is BNP a political party or a

trade union? Why must it resort
to ‘agreements’ for attending
parliament? It is not anybody's
parlour. They are In there
because a substantial number of
people have voted for them, and
not at the mercy of the ruling

give them majority of the seats
and asked them to be in the oppo-
sition. They refused to respect
people's verdict and act as the
opposition. Their second com-
plaint of not being allowed to
speak Is too rash a conclusion.
How do we make out whether
they were allowed to speak or not
when they have refrained from
attending the parliament over
more than three years now? They
should have let the people judge
instead they let them down and
decided to judge themselves. As
for the Speaker's neutrality, there
are so many ways of exposing and
complaining inside the parlia-
ment instead of remaining out of
it indefinitely. On this point, too,
they should have let the people
observe and judge.

Regarding concern of bypass-
ing the parliament over major
issues like CHT and Water trea-
ties it was even more essential
they remained inside and consis-
tently raised it at every opportune
moment. How could either the
Speaker or the ruling party
remain silent about it for months
and years together? Two very
important national discourses
did not take place at all. As for
using abusive and indecent lan-
guage by the ruling party and
absence of congenial atmosphere
it sounds absolutely ludicrous.

business and not a game of child-
ish sentimentalism. If BNP, with
all its experience has not learned
to respond to abuses, neglect and
arrogance with sophistication
and elegance, they do not deserve
to be inside, in the first place, and
have no one else to blame other
than themselves. Instead of
remaining within the House and
keeping the government on toe on
every national issue especially
alarming lawlessness, BNP
decided to give them a walkover
and walked into the wilderness
themselves. What a pity! Instead
of playing the role of a construc-
tive opposition they embarked
upon the road to political Haraki-
ri. The first casualty is our
nascent democracy.

BNP emerged in the political
arena of Bangladesh as a reaction
to Awami League's fascist tenden-
cies. Despite more than two
decades into power politics, it
seems, very sadly, they have
chosen to remain as they were.
Instead of grooming themselves
as a responsible alternative party
to Awami League and help build a
two-party system they enjoy
resorting to gimmicks, rashness
and rhetorics. Otherwise how
would they explain their stupid,
disastrous behaviour over the
past three years? First boycotting
the parliament proved a monu-
mental blunder and did not reap
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any benefit at all. Second, the
‘oust-government’ movement fell
flat on their face. Third, to hold
back internal disintegration and
recover lost ground they had no
choice other than hop on the back
of proven enemies of democracy
like Ershad and Golam Azam. All
these acts have contributed in
exposing their severe limitation in
both matured constitutional as

well as agitational politics. Now

they are seeking fresh mandate
from the people. For what?
Staying out of the next parlia-
ment as well?

If Akhteruzzaman has dared to
question these self-defeating
policies of his party then he
rightly deserves admiration of at
least free thinking people. In an
atmosphere where politics of
convenience instead of conviction
seem (o be the und rule it is
rare that somebody dares to take
a principled position. What is
more appreciable is that all along
he has expressed his loyalty to his
party while questioning its sui-
cidal policies. Mavbe these little
outbursts based on reason and
common sense will gather
strength some day and develop
into the main current. So con-
gratulations Mr. Akteruzzaman.
Let us hope someone from Awami
League gathers enough courage
to question his leadership on the
patronage of the goons in Feni

day need. party. True, the people did not National politics IS a serious and Lakshmipur.
Flood disaster: the 90,000 people in the Sulla " the park are all choked with filth would be constructed through the Dhaka Central Jail as well as
; ; area has gone unnoticed and they Parking and dirty waters. All these have BDR Headquarters for comfort- Bangabhaban from their most
Lack of action have received no ald from govern- 1 turned the place look like averita- able public movement from messy and disorderly places to
ment and virtually none from predlcament ble hell. Nawabganj. Hazaribagh and some distant uncrowded loca-

Sir, We have read with Interest
your editorial "Flood Response
still Tentative” of 13th Oclober,
commenting on the slow response
to the flood situation in Satkhira.

While we sympathise with the
people of Satkhira, may we draw
the attention to the situation in
the Sulla area, south of Derai, in
district Sunamganj which has
now been turned into a disaster
area for no less than six months.

Because of its location In the
haor area, the people there can
manage only one crop of rice each
vear, normally harvested late
Aprll, early May. In mid April this
year, early flash floods caused 90
per cent loss of the annual rice
crop, Just before harvesting. This
was a major disaster for the area,
the effect of which will continue
up to April 2001, when the next

~annual rice crop Is due. Other

parts of Sylhet area were not
alfected. Therefore, the plight of

other sources, although, we
understand, the area was visited
by Mr Suranjit Sen Gupta,
adviser to the Prime Minister, in
June. There are huge require-
ments for food and medicine In
this flood affected area. Much of
the animal feed was also lost, so
people have been forced to sell
their cows at low prices, bul from
December, they will have to pur-
chase fresh animals at high cost
so as to be able to plough the land
for next years' crop. People need
secd, lertiliser and agricultural
instruments as well Lo be able to
re-start thelr agricultural man-
agement.

Would the authorities con-
cerned please consider helping
these "abandoned” people?

Alan F Scarsbrook

M Allsa Scarsbrook
Torongo', 7 Alrport Road
Mojumdari, Sylhet

Sir, The only car park of
Motijheel, by the side of Uttara
Bank Head Office, no longer
appears to be a car park.

The lancy railing that once
encircled the place have all disap-
peared. Now, one by one the fancy
bricks that formed the base of the
ralling are last disappearing. The
brick soling of major part of the
ground too have gone,

While northern corner of the
car park has been taken up by a
makeshift chala, doing brisk
business on wasle papers; the
open space belore it are being
used for packing purpose. In the
process, the entire area s strewn
with waste papers ol different
size, polythene bags and what not
which pose a serious threat to
public health.

The southern side facing the
main road, has also been turned
into a stand for thela (push car)
and rickshaw van.

The drain running all around

There must be someone from
the municipality to look after this.
Why then the place Is forsaken
and uncared for? Will the corpo-
ration look Into this and try to
return the respectability that the
place deserves, being at the mid-
dle of Motijheel- the hub of eco-
nomic activity of the country.

C M Dalwr
93, Motijheel Com. Area
Dhaka- 1000

Constmctiqn of new

roads

Sir, We congratulate the Home
Minister, Mayor Mohoammad
Hanif and MP Mohammad Selim
for the construction of a new road
demolishing a side wall of Dhaka
central Jall and connecting
Kamaldah and Umesh Dutta
Road for the convenience of the
city dwellers of old Dhaka.

We are also delighted to know
that more new roads in old Dhaka

Kamrangichar areas. In addition
to those more new roads would be
constructed in and around
Dhaka City.

We would highly appreciate if
the boundary wall on both north-
ern and southern sides of
Bangabhaban are removed and
re-erected at least twenty-five feet
inside the compound of
Bangabhaban and then the
Dilkusha Road In Motijheel Com-
mercial Area and Toynbee Circu-
lar Road in the center of old and
new Dhaka on the northern side
of Wari residential areas are
widened in the crowdest and
busiest area of the metropolitan
city in the Interest of public ser-
vice.

We strongly feel that for the
overall development of Dhaka
city, promotion of its civic facili-
ties, improvement of its environ-
ment and streamlining the road
traffic system the first and fore-
most requirements are to shift

tions. In this connection Dhaka
Central Jail may be shifted across
river Buriganga in the South and
a new Bangabhaban may be bullt
at Savar, Ashulia, Joydevpur or
Old Airport. Tejgaon consistent
with the requirements of time and
situation of the ever expanding
metropolitan city of Dhaka.

We would also like to state here
that construction of new roads in
and around Dhaka city would be
an outright wastage of time,
energy and public money and
those would prove to be abso-
lutely fruitless if the DCC and
DMP fail to keep and maintain
those public roads free from the
encroachment of hawkers and
vendors, illegal establishment of
shops and workshops, hotels and
restaurants and unauthorised
parking of buses, trucks and
rickshaws.

O. H. Kabir
Wari, Dhaka
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