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Leverkusen
bow out

BERLIN, Oect 26 ([(Reuters/
Internet): Even Rudi Voeller
could not save Baver Lever-
Kusen from going out of the
Champions League.

The former Germany striker,
who stepped in as' coach last
Saturday atter Christoph Daum
resigned  tollowing a  positive
drugs test, maintained his per-
fect coachmg record with a 1-0
victory over Spartak Moscow on
Wednesday.

But the German side needed
o win by more than two goals
after losing 2-0 to the same
opponents m Russia

They will now finish third in
(“-rf'nup':\. whatever the ountcome
of their last match away to
Sporting Lisbon on November
7. and will have 1o be content
with a berth in the third round
of the UEFA Cup

"It wasn't really a wvictory,
bhut more like halt a defeat, be-
causce we're out.” said Voeller.
wlhio has led Germany to three
victories in as many matches
since his appointmient as na-
tional coach on a caretaker
basis last July

Leverkusen also beat Borus-
sia Dortmund 2-0 for their first
match under him last weekend
and Voeller has now won his
five games as coach. with 10
goals scored and only one con-
('t'[‘]t'(i

Voeller, expected to Stay on
as nattonal coach after his
contract ends in Mayv next vear,
adimitted that Spartak, who
joined group leaders Real Ma-

drid 1 the second phase ol
Europe's showcase club com-
petition. desernved o go
through ;

‘I yvou look at their two

matches against us they were

clearlv. the better team.” he
Saud.
Lyon keep
alive hopes
HEERENVEEN., Nether-

French side Lvon
Enropean dreams
Group C with a 2-0
Dutceh side Heer-
Wednesday mght,

Oct 26
their

lands
Kept
alive in
awav win at
enveen on
[eports AFP
The French struggled in the

tirst hall coming alive ilurmg
the second prl!ur.l {0 revive
their flagging chances ol a

Champions league second
phase place alter just two wins
following five matches

Lvon must beat Olvimpiakos
in their final match by at least
1-0 or have a twa goal cushiion
o oust the Greeks -0 win-
ners over already qualilied Va-
lenicia - from the next round

e Dutch had the upper
hand during most of the fhirst
half and 1t was onlv thanks 1o

good work by Lvon goalie Greg-
' that  kept the
French in the game

Coupet deflected a strike in
ond minute from Mika
Nurmela and a header f[rom
Talan in the 19th

Heerenveen's Daniel Jensen
missed a shot playved down the
right by Nurmela, and Coupet
was again called to save the
day Keeping out two strikes by
Anthony Lurling in the 29th

and 42th
lost striker

L.von |
derson to injury and his re
placement by Steed Malbran-
gue revived their cammpaign
After hall time the French
lilted their game and developed
thieir forwvard «

on coupet

uje si

Sonnv Arn-

ffensive
enn  Kept
pressure and Harris
struck in the B3rd
Bt Lyvont opened the scoring
i th when Malbranaue
found the net trom a shot by
Tonv Vairelles and e minnt
later Malbranguu up the

winner when he fed Steve Mar-
li-1

Heerenv up the

Huizingh

J"‘T!J
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Lyvon are second last 111
Group C with six points, six
points behind already qualified

dencia on 12 and second-
placed Olympiakos of Greece on
9 points. Heerenveen, on three
points, are out

Mihajlovic
says SoIry

ROME, Oct 26 Lazio's
Yugoslav defender Sinisa Miha-
lowvic Wednesday publicly
apologised for insulting Arse-
nal's French midfielder Patrick
Vieirg in last Tuesday's Cham-
pions League clash between the
lwo teams. reports AFP.

Mihajlovic, who last week
admitted insulting Senegal-
born Vieira. but denied the re-
marks were racist although he
acknowledged referring to his
opponent’s colour. made his
statement before Lazio et
Shakhtar Donetsk of Ukraine
in a Group B clash.

Mihajlovic. wearing a suit as
he is currently suspended be-
cause ol the incident, took to
the fleld to mmake has statement

1 know | made a mistake
last Tuesday and | want to take
advantage of this European
night to apologise to all people
ol colour who were justifiably
offended by the expressions |
used in a particularly tense
moment on the field,” said Mi-
hiajlovie

But | want to deny the rac-
ist label that has been applied
Lo me.

He then appealed to the
fans. a large section of whom
who barracked all of Arsenal's
black players during last week's

1-1 draw, not to repeat the
abuse hencelorth
'Please stop for ever the

racist chants against plavers of
colour.” he said,

Mihajlovie went on to claim
thal lormer colleagues when he
was at Sampdoria Rund Gullit,
Clarence Seedorf and Christian
Karembeu - all black players -
would confirm his good char-
actar.
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| % VIADRID. Oct 26
‘ S 4 IRewuters,) Internet)
' - Even the nor-
I T2 mallvy  impassive
CHAMPIONS 04 Madrid

LEACUE ¢ coach Vicente del
Bosaue nunaved a smile as he
~itd that he was highly econ-
lepitedd by las team s comtort-
abie 4-0 ¢ L pPIon s

League Group \ victorny over

Sporting Lisbon on Wednoesday
‘Well. | am very pleased lor
two reasons. First because we
have won now the group and
second because the concentra-
tion and level of interest of the
plavers and the rhythm atl
which they played was excel-
lent
Del
VIcTtonn,

Bosque said that the
which saw them score
their 500th goal in Europe's
elite lootball competition. re-
flected their present level ol
forni

We pgave a demonstration ol
our control and authority. and
that is alwavs good. We seem to
be capable of maintaining last

HS2nd

vears  European  domination
and we are now showing muclh
greater confidence in our hon
matches.’

Alter 1irst hall goals from
Cintl and Savio the Real coach
said he was glad to be able Lo
rotate some of his plavers. He
highlighted the role playved by
substitute Fernando Morientes
who retimed from a long-term

ipury 1o score Real's last two
poals

"It was great 1O See
Fermandoe back in such pood
lorm and it was also nice to
give plavers like Macca and
Hatliago Solari some time on

the piteh.”

McManaman appeared as a
minute  substitute
place of Luis Figo and plaved
well in only his second Cham-
plons League match of the sea-
<o after being otherwise side-
lined for Spanish league games

Newspaper reports  have
linked him with a loan move to
Rangers in Scotland., but Del

Real Madrid's Albert Celades (C) trying to evade a sliding tackle from Sporting Lisbon's Sa
Pinto (L) during their UEFA Champions League fixture at Madrid on October 25. —~AFP photo

Real simply too good

Bosque was concentrating on
the Champions League rather
than transier speculation.

We can now go to Moscow
tor the last mateh and plan for
the future rather than play un-
der pressure," he concluded.

Sporting coach Augusto Ina-
cio was frank in his assessment
ol the game

"Real Madrid deserved to
win. We came into the match
with a lot of hope and expecta-
tion. but we just made too
ANV Eerrors

"The first goal really hurt us
and although | tried to change
things round in the second hall

Real's next two goals coul-
pletely sank us."
Inacio highlighted two key

problemms faced bv his tea.
On the one hand we were un-

able to open up the Real de-
fence and on the other we
lacked concentration o1 our

own defence. 1 hoped lor more
from my teaur. but it just was-
n't our night
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:,;: LONDON. Oct 26
¥ Arsenal WOl
are (frnu|1 B of the

CHAMPIONS fii.llll!ilfdlll'\ Lea-
LEACUE gue  Wednesday
after an easy 4-2
wint over Czech side Sp;um
Prague at Highbury reports
AFP
The Premiership side were
2-0 up inside the first eight

minutes but it could have heen
a completely different story had
referee Alain Hamer penalised
ann apparent handball by Lee
Dixon inside his own penalty
area in the third minute. '

But two minutes later
French international Patrick
Vieira fed Ray Parlour who un-
leashed a rocket from 25 me-
tres which flew past keeper
Tomas Postulka and into the
top corner of the net.

Before Sparta had a chance

to draw breath, Arsenal don-
bled their 1eadd

Frenchman Thierry Henrv's
neat  touch sem

compatriol
Robert Pires speeding to the by-

line and his low WS
coolly converted Lauren,
arriving late into penalny
area.

It could have been three in
the 10th minute when Jiri
Nowotny rolled an intended

Iran coach
quits

TEHRAN, Oct 26:
coach Jalal Talebi resigned
here on Wednesday just 48
hours after his side crashed out
of the Asian Cup, reports AFP.

Talebl stood down hiours al-

CTOSS

by
the

Iranian

ter the national team's return
from Lebanon, local television
reported,

It added that the Iranian
football federation would study
his offer over the next few davs.

Iran's exit sparked wide-
spread criticisim in both sport-
ing and political circles, with
some sports papers calling for

< high level resignations.

back-pass into the
Henr

The former Juventus striker
skipped past the onrushing
Postulka but was forced wide
and could only cut his shot into
the side-netting.

Sparta composed them
selves and came within inches
of hauling themselves back into
the contest when Parlour con-
ceded a free-kick, just outside
the Arsenal box. in the centre
of the pitch

Viadimir Labant swerved the
set-plece over the wall towards
the top corner but David Sea-
Inan sprang to his right to di-

path ol

vert the shot onto the under-
side of the bar. The ball
bounced back into play and

Dixon thumped it to safety

Ten minutes from the break
Arsenal went further in front.
Novoiny tripped Nwankwo
Kanu 20 metres from goal and
the Gunners scored from the
resulting free-kick.

Postulka ought to have held
Henry's initial shot which was
clipped over the wall, but he
spilled it at the feet of Dixon

PARIS. Oct 2GIAFP):

Elln;lwalll

Arsenal’s Nigerian star Nwankwo Kanu (L) places the ball into the Sparta Prague goal during
their UEFA Champions' League encounter at Highbury on October 25.

Gunners take group honours

—~AFP photo

and the Arsenal veteran slotted
home {rom close range.

Incredibly, five minutes be-
fore hall-time, Seaman pro-
duced a carbon-copy ol Pos-

fulka's blunder.
Tomas Rosicky swung a
tame free-kick towards the Ar-

senal goal but the England
keeper somehow dropped it
onto Marek Kincl's toe then

felled the Czech as he nudged
the ball towards goal.

Referee Hamer pointed to
the spot. booked Seaman, and
Labant stepped up to reduce
the arrears before a breathless
first half came to a close

Seven minutes after half-
time Arsenal grabbed a fourtl.
Henry glided into the penalty
area after dancing past two
defenders and his cross was
turned in by Kanu.

Arsenal, in total control,
should have added to their total
but squandered numerous
chances to score more goals
and Rosicky made the scoreline
for the visitors by scoring a
brilliant solo effort moments
belore the [inal whistle.

o STANDINGS

Clhiaanpions League lirst

phase tables on Wednesday Iplaved. won, drawn, lost, goals for,

goals against, points)
GROUP A

Real Madrid (Spa)
Spartak Moscow (Rus)
Bayer Leverkusen (Ger)
Sporting Portugal (Por)

"GROUP B

Arsenal (Eng)

Lazio (1ta)

Shakhtar Donetsk (Ukr)
oparta Prague (Cze)

GROUP C
Valencia (Spa)
Olyvmpiakos (Gre)
Lvon (Ned)
Heerenveen (Ned)

GROUP D

Sturm Graz (Aut)
Cralantasaray (Turl
Glasgow Rangers (Sco)
Monaco (Fra)

4 I () 1S 7 13
3 () 2 5 S 9
2 0 3 €) 12 G
0 | 4 5 15 I
I | () I 1 < 13
3 I | ' 4 1O
| 0 | i 1D 5
| 0 6 12 g
4 () | (5 3 1!
3 () 2 0 8| 9
2 () ! (i (& t
| () } 2 -
3 () s 7 10 0
p; I 2 8 11 7
’, | 2 o 5 7
2 () 3 11 o 5

RESULTS AT
A GLANCE ©

PARIS., Oct 26(AFP): Ewnio-
pean Champlons League [irst
phase results on Wednesday:

Group A

Leverkusen, Germany

Bayer Leverkusen (Ger) |
(Ballack 52) Spartak Moscow
(us) O

Madrid

Real Madrid (Spa) 4 (Guati 12,
Savio 42, Morientes 62, 69)
Sporting Lisbon (Por) O

* Group B

At London

Arsenal (Eng) 4 (Parlour 5.
Lauren 8, Dixon 35, Kanu 52)
Sparta Prague (Cze) 2 (Labant
4 1-pen. Rosicky 90)

Rome

Lazio (ta) 5 (Claudio Lopez
48. 65, 90, Favalli 54, Veron
56) Shakhtar Donetsk (Ukr) |
(Voraobyey 41)

Group C

Athens

Olvinpiakos (Gre) |
jevie 65) Valencia (Spa) O

Heerenveen, Netherlands
Heerenveen (Ned) O Lyon (Fra) 2

(Malbranque 68. Marlet 78)

(Djord-

Group D

Monaco

Monaco (Fra) 4 (Contreras 6,
Bonnal 18, Simone 22. Nonda
20) Galatasaray (Tur) 2 (Unsal
20, Bulent 63)

Graz, Austria
Sturm Graz (Aut) 2 (Juran 20,

Prilasnig 94) Rangers (5co) ()

VIENNA. Oct 26: Austria's
Sturm Graz maintained their
100 per cent home record in
the Champions League

Wednesday by beating Scottish
chhampions Rangers 2-0 and
threw Group D wide open. re-
ports AFP

On a night when victory
would have puat the Ibrox club
throngh 1o the second phase
they were sunk by Scrgeid

Yurdan s lirst-half goal and an
injurv-tme clincher from
Gilbert Prilasnig.

A miserable night for Dick
Advocaat's men was comn-
pounded by the dismissal of
Dutch defender Arthur Numan
live minutes from time for a
second bookable offence.

Sturm now top the group o
9 points after Monaco of France
beat Turkish champions Ga-
ldtasaray 4-2.

Deleat for Rangers means
thev must now win their final
fixture at home to Monaco in a
lortnight to advance in the
competition.

The home side had rarely
ventured into the Rangers half
ol the field but with 20 minutes
gone they punished the Scots
with an expert display of
countering-attacking football.

Ronald de Boer was dispos-
sessed in the middle of the
pitch and just two passes later,
Yuran was bearing down on the
Rangers goal with only Barn
Ferguson tracking back. _

A dip of the shoulders was
enough to wrong-foot both de-
butant keeper Jesper Chris-
tiansen and Ferguson allowing
the Russian stri%urr to tap the
ball into an empty net.

Billy Dodds took the place of
Rod Wallace for the final 20
minutes of the match as Rang-
ers chased the goal which
would have made their Cham-
pions League progress so much
easier.

But they suffered another
set-back after 85 minutes when
Numan was ordered off. the
Dutch defender penalised for
an obstruction.

With virtually the last Kick
of the ball, Prilasnig coolly
slotied the ball into the corner
of Christiansen's net with the
Rangers defence all at sea.

Valencia's
first loss

ATHENS. Oct 26: Predrayg
Djordjevic scored a second hall
penalty to give Olympiakos a |-

O win over Valencia in their
Champions League Group C
second phase tie here on

Wednesday. reports AFP.

The result gave the Greek
club nine points in the group.
three behind already qualified
Valencia but they are still not
certain of qualitication them-
selves,

That depends on their last
lixture with French outfit Lyon,
who can go through instead il

they win' by 1-0 or with a
cushion of more than two
poals.

Djordjevic scored in the 65t
minute. blasting a shot to the
right side of the net past Valen-
cin keeper Santiago Canizares.
The penalty was awarded to the

delight of the 55.000 home
spectators when a charging
Stelios  Giannakopoulos  was

tripped up just (nside the box
by Valencia defender Didier
Deschamps.

Olvinpilakos controlled the
ball for most of the match and
iade the most threats against
scoring against a Valencia side
missing five of its regular start-
Cl's

Coach Hector Cuper decided
to rest three for the Spanish
League given that his side were

already through, Two others
were Injured,
Valencia's best opportunity

came when a shot by defender

Amadeo Carboni in the 35th
miute was furmed awayv by
Olyimplakos  goalie  Dunitris

Eleltheropoulos.,

Olvinpiakos dominated ploy
i the fHest hall and  applied
much of the pressure resulting
i seven corner Kicks to just
one lor Valencia.
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F- ;;; ROME, Oct 26
1 . - L.azio booked
| ol thelr place i the
ic ﬁzous second phase of

HA the European Cly-
| LEACUE amplons League

Wednesday., recovering from a
lirst-hall sucker punch to de-
liver a 5-] knnr*Lr.aut blow to
Shakhtar Donetsk of Ukraine
at the Olymple Stadivwm, re-
ports AFP,

The wvisitors stunned their
hosts by taking the lead
through Andrii Vorobyvey after
41 minutes with a rare foray
into Lazio territory,

But goals in the second pe-
riod from Claudio Lopez (hat-
trickl, Giuseppe Favalli and
Juan Sebastian Veron ensured
that the Roman outfit progress
from pool B alongside Eng-
land's Arsenal. |

Lazio's Swedish coach Sver
Goran Eriksson was relleved to
see his team hit form alter a
traumatic time on and off the
field,

“Finally I have found my old
Lazio," sald the coach. "Bul
most ol all | saw in the lads the
spirit that helped us win the
title last vear. But now I want
us to continue in the same
veln.”

His Shakhtar counterpart

¥ e

Viktor Prokopenko lamented:
To play at tl:f: sane level as
Lazio you have to stay concen-
trated for all of the 90 minutes.
The Lazio goals were all mas-
terpleces but  they stemmed
[rom our mistakes."

The ltalian champions {m-
mediately took the game to the
Ukrainlans and visiting goal-
keeper Yuri Virt was in the
thick of the actlon.

First he was called into ac-
tion to deny Pavel Nedved and
then he made a fine save from
Argentinian  midfielder Veron,
who tested him from a freekick.

That was only for starters
and he soon dealt with a
Fernando Couto header before
rushing off his line to deny first
Lopez and next Stinone Inzaghi.

Virt's save from Lopez - the
Argentinian was a member of
the Valencla side that reached
last vear's final - was particu-
larly notewaorthy.

But after 22 minutes the
[talians [inally put the ball in
the net only for French referee
Alain Sars to intervene.

Lopez floated the ball to In-
zaghi who netted but Sars
chalked the goal off for oflside
when the Lazio player had ap-
peared 4o time his run to per-
lection.

Lazio's Claudio Lopez (R) trving to take possession ahead of a

Shakntar Donetsk

_ player during their European Champions'
League mateh in Rome on October 25. o

—AFP photo
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azio turn on the fstyle—

Virt was looking invincible
and again came to his side's
rescue.  blocking  an  Inzaghi
shot with his legs,

ShakIar's — Nigerian e
lender Isaae Okoronkwo thien
conceded the ball 1o Lopez but
again Virt stood firnm. tippi
tlgg ball over the bar for :tréc?rg1
ner.

Finally the visitors surred
and Vorobyey fired his first
warning salvo after 36 minutes,
forcing Lazio keeper Angelo
Peruzzi 1o parry his angled
drive.

Then Lopez came close (o
opening the scoring for the
ltalilans, lobbing Virt only for
Okoronkwo to scramble back
and hack the ball off the line.

A minute later - after 42
minutes - came the sucker
punch from the Ukrainians,

Vorobyey outpaced the Lazio
defence and lashed a left-footed
shot inside Peruzzi's near post.

Eriksson must have feared
the worst and he brought on
Hernan Crespo and Dejan
Stankovic for Roberto Baronio
and Inzaghi after the interval,

But early in the second pe-
riod he was reassured as liis
team m:uall&-cd. A  harniless
looking ball sat up nicely for
Lopez who hooked the ball past
Virt from close range.

Six minutes later it was 2-1
to the team from Rome.

Defender Giuseppe Favalli
was both creator and scorer.
There seemed little danger

when he received the ball on
the left wing but he nutmegged
Okoronkwo before firing a fierce
drive across Virt and into the
far comer.

And three minutes later the
game was over as a contest
when Lazio made it 3-1 with
Veron curling a freekick just
inside Virt's nearpost.

After 68 minutes it was 4-|
with an unmarked Lopez
sprinting half the length of the
pitch and rounding Virt before
scoring.

The final goal camne in injury
time with Crespo feeding Lopez
wlho claimed his hat-trick with
an angled finish.

It was vintage stufl from the
Italian champions and jost
what the doctor ordered after a
week of controversy and poor
results in Europe and at home.

Lazio’s Yugoslav defender
Sinisa Mihajlovic, serving a
two-match suspension, apolo-
gised before the match for the
insults he aimed at Arsenal's
Patrick Vielra in last week's ]-1
draw between the teams and
begged supporters to desist
from racist chanting. :

When a small section of the
Lazio crowd started jeering
Okoronkwo the rest of the
home support quickly drowned
oul the chants of the racists.

*.-‘ MONACO. Oct 26
o> (Reuters/Internet)
% » - Monaco survived

SR | two second-half
CHAMPIONS dismissals to beat
LE_#GUE :

Galatasaray 4-2
and Keep alive their hopes or
reaching the second phase of
the Champions League.

The French side, who had
only one win before Wediies-
day. raced into a 4-1 halftime
lead against the Group D lead-
ers and held on in an ill-
tempered second half despite
red cards for Franck Jurietti

and Martin Djetou.

Sturm Graz now lop group
D on nine points withh Galata-
saray and Rangers on seven
and Monaco on six.

The Turks host Sturmn and
Monaco go to Glasgow in the
final round of matches on No-
veniber 7.

Because of the head-to-head
records a win for Monaco

against Rangers would send
them through.

"‘Now our fate is in our
hands thanks to this victory
and the Glasgow match will be
decisive." Jurietti said.

‘I'm going to miss the Glas-
gow match but | trust my team
mates.” he added. ;

Monaco went ahead in the
sixth minute through Chilean
delender Pablo Contreras from
a ¢ross by Marco Simone.

The [talian then set up
voungster Nicolas Bonnal for
the second goal in the 19th
minute before scoring himself
with a fine volley three minutes
later.

Hakan Unsal pulled one
back but Burundi's Shabani
Nonda. who had hit the post in
the fourth minute. made it four
in the 26th minute thanks to a
fine shot from outside the box.

It didn't go so smoothly after
the break as defender Jurietti

Monaco stay afloat

was dismissed on the hour for
a foul on Hakan.

Defender HKorkmmaz Bulent
grabbed the visitors second
goal shortly before Djetou s was
handed a red card in the 63rd
for apparently swearing at
Norwepian referee Rune Peder-
sen alter a foul on another
Turkish plaver.

Monaco recovered from the
double blow to dominate the
last half hour. who not only
kept the UEFA Cup holders at
bav but could even have scored
a fifth.

"The result makes a big dif-
ference and it was umportant to
react.” said Monaco manager
Claude Puel.

"We showed a lot of moral
<trength in holding the end of
the match. I hope we can keep
the solidaritv we showed an the

end as a lesson for the ature "
he added.

A graveyard in every sense

BEIRUT, Oct 26:;
| When: just 300
| '3 people filled the
| 55.000 seater
flisﬂ..ll:(ﬂlggﬂf: Sports  City  sta-
| ciivun here for the
Japan and Qatar first round

match 1t epitomised Asian foot-
ball supremo Peter Velappan's
comment that all three stadia
used for the Asian Cup resem-
bled gravevards,

However, just vards away
from the 90 million dollar
Sports City stadium - which
has been rebuilt after it was
mostly destroyed by Israeli

fighter planes in the early 80's -
there lies two mainly Palestin-
ian refugee camps Sabra and
Chatilla for whom the term
graveyard became a stark real-
ity in 1982,

With the complicit agree-
ment of then Isracli Delence
Minister Ariel Sharon. Israel

troops - who had occupied Bei-
rut to rid themselves of the
threat from the Palestinian LAb-
eration Organisation (PLO) -
turned a blind eve as Chiristian

militla went in to the camps
and massacred 1500 of the
refugees mostly women and
children.

For the thousands who re-
main there lles an even more
uneertain atare.

"We are genuinely aftraid

that with the arrival of this sta-
ditun and the smartening up of
the area opposite that the
Lebanese government will not
tolerate having poverty stricken
camps like ours." shopkeeper
Louvia Hussein told AFD,

"I'or me who has been born
and bred here and living in the
[irst camp of its Kind in Lebia-
non it will be hugely syinbolic if
it was to be destroyed,” the 26-
vear-old addecd

For Hussein it Is sickening

e e T T i i a3 = N Lo i W e L

—

that so much money was spent
on the stadium when the refi-
gees receive nothing and the
impoverished camp - a series of
imeandering alleyways covered
In large ugly concrete housing
and which also includes a di-
aspora of the ‘forgotten’ Bang-
ladeshi and Filipino workers
who have lost their jobs - de-
cays

“They should have given us
sonie money for new facilities
instead of spending millions on
the stadium.” he said.

Local United Nations worker
Abdullah Hussein, who looks
after cleaning the camps, ad-
mitted that to the camp in-
habitants even thinking of go-
mg to the stadiman despite the

threo dollar tickets being free
was unbnagmable

“When the Israelis arrived in
| 982 they took some Palestini-
ans to the stadinm from the
camps and executed them.” he
said.

“We cannot forget that and
certamly nobody ol Palestinian
arigin would go there to watch
matches with that hastory,” he
Saicd

Louvia Husseimn, who sells
radpnentary evervday products
Iromn American  cigarettes  to
tinned fruit and soap, claimed
that he did not know of anyv of
his fnends or customers who
had gone to anvy ol the
maltches.

“Even though it Is free now
it is very hard 10 go and enjoy
the football when we have 10
sort out our own problems and
we are constantly thinking ol
what is happening to our comni-
patriots south of the border.

OF course the tournpament
should have gone ahead even
with the violence gomg on in
the Occupied Territories but |l
wilts a shame that no mention
was made of the trouble during

the opening ceremony.

"It is like we have becoune

the forgotten people.” he added.

It is indeed rare 1o come
across people in the camps who
have been to anv of the
maltches save the surprising
discovery of two Iraqi dentists.
whio came here two years apgo to
be with their . 'Palestinian
brothers and sisters’.

"We had a reason to go be-
cause lrag was plaving bur we
are dilterent to the Palesunians
as we are here by cheice’
Osama said.

have at leaast
waltched some of the mmatches
on  television but for 65-vear-
old Nahar. who when she was
moved  from  another camp
waltched as her husband and
son were taken aside by the
Christian militia and executed.
it is still bemusing that Sso
much money has been spent on
a stadium when she has had to
borrow monev for the last nwo

Others

months because there 1s no
work.
"1 sit there wath my three

children and watch the 1ootball

but it really bothers me thal
they spent nulhions on this
tournament and just over the

road are thousands ol people
who have nothung and we can
expect nothing from them, she
said.

"We're all afraid of being
moved out .. tor us the nnre is
alwavs uncertaim.” she added.

For Abdullalh Hussein. who
has worked for the UN for 14
vears and lived m the camp tor
3R vears when it was just made
up of tems. whoever wans the
final on Sunday doesnt mattes
- for him an eternal dreamn res
LIS

"We are ondv suests here.

"We hope with the help of
Coodd 10 go back one day to our
country.” he added. 5
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