Ex-Congress -

president Kesri
deadsies

NEW DELHI, 95 : Indla's | Was not immediately clear if he was one of the men involved In the They sald the facility was maintained under a civillan authority, the
main oppos!tjun%ﬂu nPaf'll; attack on the centre at Bandarawela, 210 km cast of here. National Youth Services Council, to provide vocational training to
was today mou e death of “The mobs attacked these people and later set fire to the entre ¢, 0 pebels who had surrendered to security forces.

its former president Sitaram

COLOMBO, Oct 25 : Hundreds of local hooligans stormed a rehabili-
tation centre In central Sri Lanka today, killtng 24 Tamlil Inmates In an
orgy of violence that also left another man dead, police said, reports
AFP.

Violent mobs attacked the detainees with knives and stones in a riot
that also left at least 16 people seriously wounded, a local police source
sald, adding the facility had been destroyed in a fire.

"There were 40 Tamil Tiger suspects at the centre," a local official
sald by telephone. "Twenty four of them have been killed while the
balance 16 escaped with serious injuries.”

He said the body of the 25th man killed was yet to be identified. It

place,” a police officer said after visiting the scene. He said police had
been deployed in the aica

International

Mobs storm prison, kill 24
Tamil inmates in Lanka

rioting had broken out again on Wednesday morning.

"We have sent another platnon this mnrnlng but by the time our
troops got there, it was all over,” Karunaratne said.

Police sources sald it seemed the Inmates clashed with their minders
and later hundreds of residents armed with knives and sticks came to
the alde of the army captain In charge.

The wounded were being treated at three hospitals under tight secu-

rity.

The centre was located at Bandarawela. The Tamil detainees, who
were being provided with vocational training at the centre, were not
hard core Tiger rebels, according to officials here.

"These are people who had actually given themselves up to security

Kesri, reports AFP. foreces and were being taught some trade or the other so that they could , . y _ o it . -
m.%ﬂl.died from respirato State radio said the :nmattésl;u}d mcdhl?j t@; Tfl;.e}dh ﬁ]ti:; 1,1:5";;:2 go back to soclety as free men, " a military official here said. Israeli soldiers shoot at stone-throwing Palestinian teenagers in Khan Yunes in the Gaza Strip
fallure at 00:00 BST Tuesday wi me:fay REERRIGENS AEISINN JANG S USANDY 110 L The attack was reminiscent of a massacre of dozens of Tamil prison- | during clashes on Tuesday. Almost four weeks of clashes between Palestinian protesters and Israeli
his son and a daughter at his ers at a maximum security prison in the capital Colombo in July 1983 | forces have left 136 people dead and about 4,000 wounded. All but eight of the fatalities have bee
i t : g ities have been
bedside, according to the All India However. a defence ministry spokesman here, Sanath Karunaratne. when Stnhaleqe mobs attackrﬂ memberb of the minority community. Palestinians. AFP photo

Institute of Medical Sciences,
where he was hospitalised with
pulmonary embolism on October
12.

On learning of Kesri's death,
party president Sonia Gandhi,

sald troops sent to Lhe ccnlre had withdrawn arnund midni;,ht but

US, allies seek 'furthe

er

. r— R T T

3 Mélaysaan
hostages freed
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Palestinian temtorles tense

and senfor Congressmen Jitendra . o g .

Prasada, Ahmed Patel, Jagdich in Philippines after overnight firefights
| SIS om orea
ital to offer thelr condolences JOLO, Philippines, Oct 25 :

to Kesri's family. | __ | Philippine troops today recovered JERUSALEM, Oct 25 : The Palestinians walting in nights, the east Jerusalem Jew-

Sonia saluted Kesri's “enor-
mous political Intelligence and
maturity” and o a condo-
" Jence meeting for him at the Con-

headquarters in New Delhi.

Kesri will be cremated on the
banks of the Ganges on Thurs-
day, sald Congress party spokes-

SEOUL, Oct 25 : US Secretary
of State Madeleine Albright said
today the United States, South
Korea and Japan must stand firm
in its dealings with North Korea to
sSecure more concessions, reports
AFP.

Speaking after talks with the

three Malaysians abducted off
Sabah state by Filipino Muslim
guerrillas last month, military
sources told AFP here.

An AFP reporter saw dive
resort manager Mohamed Noor
Sulaiman, 43, divemaster
Joseph Ongkinoh, 40, and con-

Palestinian territories remained
tense today following overnight
firefights in the West Bank and an
attack on an Israeli military con-
voy In the Gaza Strip, wiltnesses
sald, reports AFP.

At least a dozen Israell military
bases came under gunfire attack

ambush opened fire at the convoy
from both sides of the road and
Israell soldlers fired back, the
sources sald. The assailants
escaped 1o a zone controlled by
the Palestinian Authority.

The army combed the area for
other booby-trapped devices.

ish settlement of Gilo had a quiet
night.

In the previous few nights, the
Israells rocketed or shelled Beit
Jala after Gilo came under fire
from positions in the nearby
Palestinian village.

The Israell army has said it iIs

man Ajit Jogi. foreign ministers of South Korea tractor Kan Wel Chong, 35, Inslde | ouernisht in the two territories, Late Tuesday night, Israelj B¢aring up fora prolonged strug-
- and Japan, Lee Joung-Binn and an army base In this southern | ' e et Ep . gle against the Palestinians, wi
g an Israell army spokesman said. tanks positioned outside the E_Hm that the fighting could last

Fujimorti dismisses
coup rumour after

Montesinos' return

LIMA, Oct 25 : Peruvian Presi-
dent Alberto Fujimori on Tuesday
dismissed the possibility of a
military coup in his country
despite political turmoil caused
by the sudden return from exile of
former Intelligence chief
Vladimiro Montesinos, reports
AFP.

Yet in an radio interview the
controversial Montesinos said
that he was returning to Peru to
stay as a "common citizen" follow-
ing personal negotiations with
Fujimori himself -- a statement
seen as a direct provocation to the

Yohei Kono, Albright told a press
conference: "Our unity is crucial
until we make further gains."

No details were given of the
talks but Albright was to brief
Washington's main Asian allies
on detalils of her two days of talks
this week in Pyongyang with
North Korean leader Kim Jong-1l
and other top officials.

Albright said in Pyongyang
that Kim Jong-II had hinted the
Stalinist country would curb its
long-range missile launches.

A stadium extravaganza on
Monday had featured an image of
North Korea's Taepodong missile
and Kim Jong-ll "immediately
turned-to me and quipped that
this was the first satellite launch
and would be the last,” Albright

said. ence: "We actively support the

Korea at the Shilla Hotel in Seoul yesterday.

US Secretary of State Madeleme Albrl ght (C‘) shakes hands with
South Korean Foreign Minister Lee Joung-bin (L) and Japanese
Foreign Minister Yohei Kono (R) before a meeting to assess what
she learned in Pyongyang and coordinate policies towards North

-AFP photo
in Beijing on October 30 but has

island In early afternoon.

The captives were rescued In
the village of Mabahay near
Talipao town, a stronghold of the
Abu Sayyafl, after a three-hour
firefight Wednesday morning, a
military intelligence officer said.

There was no immediate word
on casualties but the hostages
were unharmed.

Divers carve
opening 1n
Kursk sub

MOSCOW, Oct 25 : Russian
and Norwegian divers succeeded
in cutting an opening in the hull
of the stricken Kursk submarine

Early Wednesday, a roadside
bomb exploded near an Israell
military convoy close to Morag
settlement in the Gaza Strip,
without causing casualties,
military sources said.

Jewish settlement of Psagot fired
at targets in the adjacent West
Bank town of Ramallah after the
settlement came under fire, wit-
nesses said.

But contrary to previous

more than a year.

Al least 138 people have been
kKilled and 4,000 wounded in
almost four weeks of violence, the
great majority of them Palestin-

IAT1S.

Rival Ivory Coast forces fight

as tens of thousands protest
Minister resigns, backs Gbagbo

ABIDJAN, Oct 25 : Rival army
factions battled in Ivory Coast
early today and tens of thousands
of people headed towards central
Abidjan protesting against Gen-

dawn curfew was lifted, insisting
that he was the victor in Sunday's
election.

Guei's hold on the army
appeared to slip as soldiers were

the port city of San Pedro were at
a standstill and security forces
could not be seen

Witnesses rtpr)rted artillery
and automatic weapons fire.

political opposition. ; TR ! : early today, the commander of | eral Robert Guei's self- seen fraternising with the pro- Meanwhile. Ivorv Coast Com-

Fujimori insisted that he 100Pm nfmfiga]a, Whl'?h fleaégujreg rﬁfl}égzofﬁggg?:;ﬁihggngf laHﬁf}?tﬁ;ﬂiﬁ'ﬂeuqbgngt?"‘eswd the Northern Fleet Admiral | declaration as president, reports testers in the v.'urkmg class munications Minister Henri
remained in control of the coun- Sl Lt s R o Sl g e e i g ltations | Vyacheslav Popov told ITAR- | AFP. district of Abobo early Wednes- Sama today resigned from the
try. display of the August 1998 mis- PROEC SR Canatopae s e e IO A TASS eports AFP, Angry protests over Guei's day. The protesters then headed | iitarv government and recog-

"1 exercise full control of the
armed forces and reject any pos-
sihi]jty that the country's consti-

sile launch over Japan which
North Korea insists was only a
satellite launch.

relations and also South-North
relations and Japan-North Korea
normalisation talks."

between the three. "For the uni-
versal values of freedom, democ-
racy and basic human rights in

"The team are now covering the
jagged metal inside the Kursk
with protective material to avoid

declaration erupted across the
west African nation Tuesday,
when nine demonstrators were

toward the central Plateau busi
ness district, where the presiden
tial palace is located.

nised the victory of Laurent
Gbagbo in Sunday’s presidential

The South Korean foreign Japan is due to start new nor- North Korea we need to keep up g : i i ' : - s of protes vere  Sxcction
* tutlonal order couldbe thvarted,” | | 115 {0id the press confer-  malisation talke with Norih Korea  our cooperation. he said B i e il sh e G Hideels of Plcsic w1 Stmgbo has won, e g oo
118 dead Russian sailors Undeterred, supporters of television headquarters, where a word and {’.ﬂipn_ﬂ S
' e 4 E begins,” Popov told the news | opposition rival Laurent Gbagbo security presence had been rein- espect it,” Captain Sama, also
OppOSltlon holdlng thelr agency. renewed their protests on forced, residents said. the government spokesman, told
‘ ‘ oo ‘ Wednesday as soon as a dusk-to- The central city of Bouake and AFF.
own against Taliban' NEYI N SR - ' ' Siamese twins
- FAIZABAD, Afghanistan, Oct whose ousted government still lmmlgratlon Phlllpplnes Vlce preSIdent | . o
3 rebels Shot dead in Aceh: Indonesian 25 : Ousted president holds Afghanistan's seat at the I—ules . | Separated LN
B eesialiot dead three alleged rebels during avmerd clashes i the Burhanuddin Rabbani said United Nations even though the aSkS EStrada tO reSI n
troubled province of Aceh in north Sumatra, as separatist represen- Afghan opposition forces are Taliban now controls more than WELLINGTON, Oct 25 : New g 1 A Stl‘ l ;
tatives seek a team to probe the escalating violence there, reports holding their own against the three-quarters ofthe country. Zealand was set to make speedy | u aila

headquarters in Cot Baro Tep

Rift Valley

saild a statement released in

after recovering.

said Wednesday, AFP reports from Jakarta.

A raid by three platoons of security forces on a suspected rebel
i Raya village in the Glumpang Tiga
subdistrict of Pidie district on Saturday led to a clash during which
three suspected rebels were killed, the state Antara news agency

Fever kills 88 in KSA:

“Three more deaths have been recorded in the Saudi kingdom,”

Riyadh. The ministry said 450 people
have contracted the virus, but 346 have been able to leave hospital

Taliban, and ruled out any com-
promise with the hardline Islamic
militia as long as it is backed by
Pakistan.

"Our military situation is satis-

September, Rabanni told AFP in

1996 "as long as thev are sup-
ported by Pakistan.”

"The Taliban can decide noth-
ing by themselves,"” said Rabbani,

Pakistan has always denied
giving military support to the
Taliban militia, saying it backs
the formation of a broad-based
government in Afghanistan rep-

among his followers here, said the
Taliban "can gain ground in the

Rabbani's stronghold and the
only province still entirely under
Lhe control of the opposition, he
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Discovery ends 1 00th mission

EDWARDS AIR FORCE BASE,

Florida's Kennedy Space Centre
because of bad weather, reports
Reuters.

Discovery had been trying to

backup site on Monday, but rain

The 100th mission of the US

It was the first time Edwards
had been used for a landing since
1996.

Edwards was the usual desti-

became part of Kennedy Space
Center’s function.

changes to its immigration rules
to encourage more migrants,
Prime Minister Helen Clark said
today, reports AFP.

She told the Evening Post the

with skills that are in short sup-

day at Pioneer Elementary

MANILA. Oct 25 : Vice Presi-
dent Gloria Arroyo today called on
President Joseph Estrada to
resign, warning the Philippines
economy could collapse if he

accused of taking 414 million

who faces a possible impeach-
ment trial.

But on Wednesday, Arroyo,
who is next in line of succession,
changed her stand. She warned
the economy would last "not for
long"” if Estrada stayed in office.

She cited the collapse of the
peso, which plunged to an all-

In order to resolve a crisis of confi-
dence. The problem reflected by
the peso decline is a political
problem which requires a politi-

answered in the affirmative,

saying there was "no other solu-

Glorna Arroyo

tion.”

The tightening of our money
supply will have serious reper
cussions in our domestic econ-
omy. Many businesses are in
danger of closure because of the

higher unemployment and prob-
able supply shortages.

Arrovo said business has been
"groaning” due to high interest

he diverted millions ol dollars in
tobacco excise taxes

|
|

| |
| 1

BRISBANE, Australia, Oct 25 :
Doctors today successlully
separated Siamese twin girls
joined upside down at the back of
the head after a marathon

said. One of the victims was Teungku Yahya, the deputy com- factory, better than before the resenting all segments of society. need for changes to the immigra- clung to office amid a corruption operation in Brisbane, reports

mander of the rebel command in Pidie, according to a release from | | ¢@Pture of Talogan, " the capital of The 60-year-old bearded Tajik, | Honrules was "very urgent”. scandal, reports AFP. AFP.

the national police cited by Antara. northeastern Takhar province who atill’ commands re spect Work had begun on simplifying Arroyo quit Estrada's Cabinet It is believed to be the first
selzed b}f’ the Taliban In early iﬂlmlgmUDﬂ processes for pe()ple two weeks ago after the latter was separation of Siamese twins

joined in this manner. with one

The number of Saudj dead from Rift Valley Fever, which struck the | | @ninterview here. AT pesos (8.4 million dollars) in twin facing up and the other

Sandl-Yemen bordier drea in early Septerober, Bas climbed to 88 But there could never be a ”gF}t‘EiSt' DR ECY T ey e bribes from illegal gambling E R,

after another three deaths, the health ministry said Wednesday:. compromise with the Taliban, abletokeepit. bosses, but has refused to openly Tay-lah and Mon lque

AFP reports from Riyadh. which forced the former govern- And 'th-'f? was no way they call for the resignation of Estrada Armstrong were born linked by a
ment out of Kabul in September could seize Badakshan,

small piece of bone and shared
major blood vessels. although
they have their own brains.

such Siamese twins are esu-
mated to occur only once in every
five million births.

A Roval Children's Hospital
spokeswoman said both babies
were in a critical but stable condi-

' Calif.. Oct 25 : The space shutfl 2 time low of 49.80 to the dollar abrupt: i[?lli unexpﬂhd high cost tion %
Discovery landed ely in C:]El{f i;télegﬁgﬂiﬂgeggdﬁift(t}'gg amid the political crisis. of money,"” she said. About 20 medical stall in two
DA INTERNATIONAL AIRPORT, KURMITOLA. DHAKA. PHONES: 854771-9, B34730-4, fornia on Tuesday after being endedin 1981 Edwards Air Force "It is futile to resort to a mone- i' f;r[}.»ﬂ}l_’l]}&]]}-r{]‘](‘: .IH-]I;}“?]: r'«um“:_ | tf;t? ;_.:‘E}r :unni{h[nqr:_]:i:;“b}?:{;}g
CABLE AIRBANGLA TLX 642648 DAEG B umrlble {o rEdch its hﬂm{‘ at bag,.e in {j’]{i MDJE]_V(' D{I-Sf-rl. tal-}; mll(‘ny t(ml Ilk{m interest rates rom Lese I.)f} 1CIES 1I 1€ 10I'T11 O \.I_ dUllE L C Sl

twins on Tuesday and worked
through the night.

It's very rare,
Scott Campbell told the Seven

neurosurgeon

I. I iﬂ - . : " p— L. = - P 5 - . >
No. 09/2000-2001 and e Sunday Butgotolelp i St el destt | AR er davghiar | Calsooton she dreporirs e aison heoork e
e and rain on K e - Asked if she now backed calls Estrada has rejected charges | operation. "It's going to be dilfl-
. £ coasts. The shuttle landing strip  €arly years of the programme, after they were reunited follow- Lokl o at he recelved pavofls and that | cult challenge
Scaled lenders are hercby invited by Biman Bangladesh at Edwards was opened as a untillandings aswell aslaunches ing a hostage taking on Tues- for Estrada’s resignation, Arroyo  that he received payofls and that The © R

girls were seven

weeks premature on April 3.
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