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The Collina
Jjoke!

MILAN., Oct 24; ltalian toor.

ball chiefs Monday came to the

defence of their referee Pierluigi
Collina after the bald-headed
official found himsell on the
receiving end ol a joke by Milos

Zemant, the Prime Minister ol
the Czech Republic. reports
AFP.

Zeman, visiting Milan. had
made a quip that ltalian-Czech
relations had been damaged by
the folliclv-challenged whistle-
blower s award ol a decisive late
penalty to Holland in a Euro
2000 clash with the Czech Re-
public at the Amsterdam
ArenA. won 1-0 by the tourna-
ment co-hosts.

But the Italian Football Fed-
eration (FIGC) did not see the
funny side and sternly rebuked
the Czech head of government.

"The remarks of the Prime
Minister of the Czech Republic
can not be considered as the
wisecrack ol a fan. however
much he wants it to be.” said
the FIGC in a communique.

"The FIGC wants merely to
remnind that the dav after the
game - alter seeing the TV -
ages - the technical team ol
UEFA deemed Collina's deci-
sion (o be impeccable

"And some davs later. in the
final assessment of the tour-
nament, UEFA said Collina was
the best referee in the Euro-
pean Championships.

Zeman. visiting Milan on
Monday had made a qup at
Collina's expense when he told
an  audience mcluding the
Mavor of Milan Gabriele Alber-
tini: "We only have one serious
confhct with Italv

"I will sayv only that the rele-
ree Collina at Amsterdam did
not prove to be up to the job
But since Mr Collina does nol
happen to be from Milan, I can
not make a fonual protest 1o
the Mavor of Milan.”

Victims to
fight racism

MILAN. Oct 24: Two of It-
aly's Dbrightest football pros-
pects have joined the [light
against racism in Serie A.

Perugia's outstanding pros-
pect Fabio Liverani and Inter
Milan defender Matteo Ferrari,
also captain of the Italian un-
der-21 side. are both from
mixed [talian-African back-
grounds and believe they have
a positive role to play in the
promotion of tolerance, reports
AFP.

Ferrari. born in Algeria of an
Italian father and a Senegalese
mother, spoke out about his
treatinent at the hands of fellow

plavers.
"Last Saturday I was in-
sulted." said Ferrari. "It hap-

pened during the game. I do
not want to say who it was be-
cause | replied with an insult
and it was all finished after 90
minutes. The player in question
asked for my forgiveness.”
Liverani. subject of a big
money bid from Fiorentina that
was turned down by his club
was outstanding in Sunday’s 3-
| victory over Parma and - be-
ing the son of a father from
Rome and a mother from So-
malia - he believes he is in a
better position than most to
understand the problems
Liverani. 24, is actively in-
volved in a campaign by Peru-
ja's fans to abolish racism
rom Italian football - even the
hardcore element. the Ultras,
are backing the plan with the
slogan "Ultras yes, racism no."
Last week Lazio’s Yugoslav
defender Sinisa Mihajlovic was
banned for two matches by
UEFA for verbally abusing Ar-
senal's French midlielder Pat-
rick Vieira during a Champions
League match
Mihajlovic denied the abuse
was racist but admitted making
reference to the player's colour.
A sizeable minority of Lazio's
fans. meanwhile, racially
abused Arsenal’'s black players
throughout the match.

A Brazilian’s
dream

TOKYO. Oct 24: Emerson,
fighting for his dream of repre-
senting Brazil in the World Cup.
hhas emerged as a rismg star by
helping Consadole Sapporo
secure a place in the J-League
First Division next season. re-
ports AFP

The 19-year-old striker fromn
Rio de Janeiro, whose real
name is Marcio Emerson Pas-
sos. scored his 30th goal of the
season to beat Shonan Bell-
mare 3-0 last weekend, out of

total 66 goals Sapporo have
scored in 36 games so far.
Their weekend victory was

the club's 29th win against
three defeats and four draws to
secure the top two places in the
Second Division league.

Sapporo. guided by former
Japanese national team head
coach Takeshi Okada. will re-
turn to the top league for the
first time since 1998,

And Emerson is almost cer-
tain to become the top goal

scorer as he has a nine-goal
lead above his compatriot Will
of Oita Trinita with only four

more games left in the season

"My goal was to join the First
we
gained points. 1 never felt hap-
pier belore than when | heard
the

Division league. I'm glad

the end of
sald Emerson.

the whistle at
game.”

"My next goal is to play In
the First Division league and
make Sapporo a stronger teamn,”
added Emerson. who is being
hailed as "the fastest forward in .

Japan.®

Emerson represented Brazi
for the junior youth, yvouth and
under-20 teams and played for
Sao Panlo FC last year before
coming to Japan with his fi-
ancee on a loan basis till Janu-

ary next year,
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f . Lazio, who sul-
AV lered defeat (n the
HAMPIONS [lalian league at

Verona at the

weekend, can
nuthe up for it with a European
Champions League victory at
home to Ukramnians Shakhtar
Donetsk on Wednesday, reports
AFP.

Lazio conceded a draw to
Arsenal last week to see the
Londoners quallty for the sec-
ond phase and a win against
Shakhtar would also see them
through to the last 16.

Swedish coach Sven Goran
Eriksson, sidetracked by the
interest in him in England for
the manager's job, is still not
sure who to pick in attack
though Chile’'s Marcelo Salas
and ltallan Simone Inzaghi are
likely to feature.

Lazio however will be with-
out Yugoslav defender Sinisa
Mihajlovie, suspended lor two
matches after insulting Arse-
nal's black players, and Patrick

LEAGUE

Vieira in particular, in their
match last week.
Vieira said Mihajlovie had

called himm a 'monkey’. but the
Yugoslay retorted that his op-

ponent had called him a
Bypsy.

Lazio skipper Alessandro
Nesta, speaking to [talian

president Carlo Azeglio Ciampi
on Monday, said: "l am sure we
will recover and get ourselves
out of the situation we have put
ourselves in."

In the other group B game,
Arsenal host Sparta Prague
with the luxury of knowing they
have already gone through.
Arsenal will be without Gilles
Grimandi who earned a three-
match ban for violent conduct
after elbowing Lazio forward
Dicgo Simeone, who needed Six
stiches to a cut near his eye,

Real Madrid. who have al-
ready qualified for the second
phase, are set to field a reserve
team against Sporting Lisbon in

roup A. Coach Vicente Del
osque is likely to rest many ot
the team beaten by Barcelona
in the Spanish league at the
weekend, including Portugal's
Luls Figo and Raul.

Striker Fernando Morientes
is back to fitness. however, and
is likely to make the team.
Manuel Sanchis. 35. who holds
the Real record for matches
completed in European, could
start at the Santiago-Bernaben
stadivm.

WEDNESDAY

FIXTURES

Group A

Have Leverlonsen
Spartak Moscow 1Rus)
Mokl S sprorting '
Lisbon trori |
Group B :

Arsenual (Eng) v Sparta Prague
(Slo)

Lazio (Ita) v Shalkhtor
(LIKr)
Group C
Olvinpiakos
(Spad
Hecrenveen (Ned) v Lyon (Fra)
Group D

(Fron) v

|
LT 1

Renl

Doncisk

(Grel v Valenclo

Monaco Galatasaray
(Tur)

Sarm  Grias
H.nl:,-n'l\-_-"‘-- H

—

(Autl v Glasgow

————

footnote  of  the
maAatch s that whoever scores
first for Real will earn the
500th ever goal by the club in
European football.

In the other group A game,
Rudi Voller has his tirst match
in Europe as Baver Leverkusen
coach following the sacking ol
Chnistian  Daum on Saturday
for failing a drugs test.

Anothes

Leverkusen meet Russian
champions Spartak Moscow,
who need just a point lrom

their remaining two matches o
eqarn a ticket lor the second
round.

Spartak should field a full-
strength squad as none ol their
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Sport

A lot at stake for Lazio

plavers were injured or bookedd
last week,

Monaco have just two ey
worries lor thelr group D match
Al home to Turkev's UEFA Cup
champlons  Galatasaray. i
fender Bruno Irles has a knock

to his ankle and Congolese
striker Shabani Nonda is suf-
[ering ribh pain and both are

doubtiul to sart,

Portugal's  Francisco Da
C'osta 1s back 1o Hitess [ollow-
g torn knee lgaments,

Danish kecper Jesper
Chiristiansen savs he is not
scared of making his Rangers
debur I thelr most  cruclal
lixture of the season so far - atl
Sturmm Graz of Ausirin.

Victorv over Graz in the
Arnold  Schwarzenegger Sta-
ditun will mean Rangers are

through. If they lose they will
have 1o rely on other resultls
next week,

Rangers manager Dick Ad-
vocaal signed 22-year-old
Christiansen without ever sce-
ing him play. which is not so
surprising when vou consider
his first-team career at Odense
spanned just 12 matches.

But already the goalkeeper
has proved hunself to be a con-
liddent character,

Christiansen gets his chance
hecause of the injury to first-
cholce Stelan Klos of Germany.

QOlvmpiakos can earn their
qualitication  from group ©C
should they win  at  home
against  alreadv-qualilied Va-

lencia and Dateh side Heeren-
veen and Lyvogr of France draw.

Olvimpiakos are set to bring
i Lambros Choutos in attack
i place ol Brazilian Luciano
aner he scored three Hﬂill.‘-. 011

Sunday in a friendly match
acvamst a Greek Second Divi-
~1011 clhab,

Midhelder Styvlianos Gian-
1I.|]~.t-|‘.un'|lrw 1S sel 1o I'L'[II.HI'

Peter Olori-Quave  of  Ghana
and delender Dimitrios Mavro-
genidis. should come i for
Chiristos Ronltis.

COLOGNE Ger-
many, Oct 24
e Christophe
Daum affair took
A new twist on
VMonday with Co

logne proscoutors launching an
inguiry atter the former Baver

Leverkusen coachh was sacked
for failing a drugs test, reports
AFP.

Daum, axed by Leverkusen
on Saturday, was also dropped
by the national team whom he
was due to take charge in June
this vear.

The aifair was sparked off in
Munich newspaper Abendzei-
tung which quoted Bayern Mu-
nich manager Uli Hoeness as
saving Daum took drugs. How-
ever a hair sample which Daumn
hoped would prove his inno-
cence in fact did the opposite.

Public prosecutor Regine
Appenroth said Daum was
suspected of having broken the
law on the possession of illegal
drugs.

Daum left Germany on Sat-
urday and is currently in Mi-
ami, Florida, according to Ger-
[narn press reports.

A former German interna-
tional. 46-year-old Williamn
Hartwig, said he was certain

Daum had taken drugs. "He did
it that's for certain. I know." he
said in an interview with Ger-
man radio.

A task force by German
football federation (DFB) is due
to meet on Tuesday to examine
the case. Bayern Munich vice-
president Karl-Heinz Rum-
menigge heads the task [orce,
which also comprises repre-
sentatives from the main Bun-
desliga clubs.

Ecologist Christa Nickels.
head of a German government
anti-drug commission told the
German press on Monday there
was a lot of hypocrisy in the
Daum case.

"In all sectors of society,
people take drugs. To start de-
crving the drugs problem after
the Dauin case. as il we knew
nothing about urugs and had
only ijust found out, is irra-
tional. There have always been

Probe into Daum

Interim Bayer Leverkusen coach Rudi Voeller overseeing his
charges practise on October 23. Voeller is also the interim

coach of the German national team.

drug takers among high level
athletes and football coaches

"The discussions at the DFB
have really bothered me. There
has been speculation and ma-
noevres, clearly motivated for
political reasons before the new
national coach is chosen. You
get the impression it's all about
power.

‘That's annoying."

Shares of Germany’'s largest
energy company RWE, which
chose Daum to promote their

—AFP photo

image, dropped on Monday in
the wake ol the atlair.

Meanwhile, new Baver
Leverkusen coach Voller, also
the German national coacli 1s
preparing his  side for their
( hampions League match
against Spartak Moscow on
Wednesday.

Voller, who was already on
Leverkusen's staff, was Qh't'u
the coach's job at Leverkusen
alter Daum's sacking.
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LLONDON.,
(Reuters):

Oct

il | coime
thhan that of
England manager

b o 1ol them,
This week.
Lhhot-seats are

Lhhowever.
vacant, with

{'['nt'hh.

chalice ever since the

lier this month  when

Keegan walked out.
this

required lassive

honesty alter his team's

Her,
H'."'L‘rl”

boarn of Al Ramsev's

e

Thos expectations —

l all

24
Few
lobs in world soc-
bigeer

(e
Managing Germany may just

both
wo
carctakers left to paper over the

The England job. a poisoned
teaim's
World Cup victory 34 vears ago.
clanned its latest casualty ear-
Kevin

‘I leel | fall short of what is
job.”
he had announced with painful
| -()
deteat — (o Germany — i thei
apening 2002 World Cup quali-

booed ofl the Wenm-
bley turlt by the same tans who

had demanded his  appoint-
ment. may have been partly
right. Fiis lack of tactical acu-
nmen and eoaching know-how
long been the target of eriti-
cist

But few men before him
have been able to live ap to

unrealistic Enghsh expectations
| GGG tri-

surely
the more untenable (oday.

Anglo-German musi

with loreign plavers and man-
agers mereasmgly dominating
the English scene TRITGE
in-hand with unrelenting edia
serntiny

At least Frenchman Arsene
Wenger. one of the favouriles to
replace England caretaler
manager Peter Taylor. would
know what to eEXpPed {. alter (our
vears in charge of UEFA Cup
finalists and 1999 English pre:
mier league runners-up Ars
nal

Significantly. only one ol the
bookmakers three lavourites
lor the job, Roy Hodgson. 15 an
Englishunan

England have always liked 1o
hracket themselves as a Euaro
pean  soccer superpower  witl
the Germans

Their mternational records.
however, bear 110 comparison
The Cermans also expect a lot
from their team. and with good
reASol,

They have won three World
Cups while reaching six finals,
aned  appeared in three othes

Croatia coach
resigning

ZAGREB, Oct 24: Croatia
coach Miroslay Blazevie told
jorrnalists here on Monday he

was  resigning from  his post,
reports AlFP.,

Hrl

d ey y

I

s o S U

al chairs

semifinals, England boast
semifinals hinish 1o go with their
HHI:' i llip S1nCess

I European championships,

Cermiany have won three of live
finals as well as recording one

other  semihinal  finish.  Eng-
land s roll ol honour s hnited
(o two semidinals

LIntil the weekend, Chris-

toplh Daum had been pencilled
i 1o step mto the Germany job
nest Jolyv,. He was due 1o re-
plare  caretaker Rudi Voeller,
who had stood in
frichh Ribbeck's
Luro 2000 departure,

Buatl when Daum  lalled  #
drups test jollowing persistent
romotrs about s prvate e,

he was homediately  released,
first by his club Bayer Lever-
kusen, then by the German
lederation. :

On Monday, the English

I'oothall Association (FA) and its
German counterpart (DFB) were
considering their next moves,
Many ol Europe’s top manag-
crs. doubtless, were waiting for
the phone to ring.

Wenger, tronieallv: had been
hnbked with the German na-
tonal side in May and had been
(quoted I the press as saving
that he could imagine himsell
conchimg the team one day,

=0, Germany or England?

Both are big Jobs and both
CArrV Imassive expectations.

R T T . .
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Hughes joins
Blackburn

LONDON, Oct 24: . Black-
burn Rovers of the English
First  Duvision  signed  formey
Manchesiey Lhite Striked
Mok Finehes on an  inidtial
contract  of I8 wonths  the
Press  Association reported
Wednesday, reports AFP

The Wales manager  andl
lormer international  forward
has fjoined from Everton on a
free transler.

Kovers  manager  Gracime
Souness  does  not o bhelieve
Hughes' duties [or Wales will
allect his perfornmances and the
Scol has placed his new signing
straiight  in the  squad  lor
Thursday nfght's First Division
match against Tranmere.

Rovers chiel executive Jaolin
Willtaans said: "Mark has pimed

in frainmg this morning and
will plav against Trammere |
selected.”

The  striker  sitnation  al
Eavood Park is at crisis point
withh  Matt  Jansen,  Natlin
Blake and James Thomas all
injured,

Sotmess has only two it

strikers available, o Cralg 1Hi-
gnett and Egil Ostenstad, and
has Dbeen linked with  man
plavers recently

Flnghes is the onlv plaver 1o
have won four FA Cup-wimicrs
medals in the 20th century and
in 1998 he was awarded an
MBI [or services to [oothall

Zanetti’s injury

woes continue
MILAN, Oct 24: Inter Milan's

Argentinian midfielder Javier
Zanetti is facing almost two
weeks on the sidelines after

picking up an injury during
Saturday's 3-0 defeat at Udi-
nese, the club's press spokes-
tman Sandro Sabatini revealed
on  the Itallan First “Division
side’s website Monday, reports
AFP.

That was only Zanetti's sec-
ond game back in action after a
three-month spell on the side-
lines after imjuring himself in
his country's World Cup quali-
fying match with Brazil.

Butl an examination by Inter
club doctor Franco Combi
Monday revealed a severe
strain to his right calf muscle
and Zanetti will be unable to
train for a week and is unlikely
to play before the Serie A match
at Verona on November 5.

There was better news for
Inter's Turkish striker Hakan
Sukur who trained normally
Mondayv after missing the Udi-
nese match through injury and
Sukur could even make the
UEFA Cup match with Vitesse
Arnhem on Thursday

A [’If‘bﬁﬂél'?i;l'lip'~ |
Man City blank
Southampton

LONDON, Oct 24: Man-
chester City secured their sec-
ond away win of the season
alter beating Premiership
strugglers Southampton 2-0 al
the Dell on Monday. reporis
AFP

Two clinical strikes from
Paul Dickov and Danny Tiatio
sealed the victory and kept the
heat on Southampton boss
Glenn Hoddle.

Dickov put the visitors in
frout in the 38th mnute and
Tiatto made things sate when
he crashed home the second on
the break moments before the
full-time whistle.

George Weah's brief spell at
Maine Road was a distant
memory as Dickov produced a
superb strike to put City ahead.

It was Dickov's form which
kept Weah out of the team and
persuaded the Liberian super-
star to abandon City less than

three months into a two-year
contract,
ln  the first game since

Wealt's high-profile exit, Dickov
donbled his Premiership tally
with his second goal in succes-
SIVE gaAallles.

Jefl Whitley split the South-
ampton defence seven minutes
belore the break, and Dickov
exploded into the space before
sliding a precision finish past
the despairing dive of home
keeper Paul Jones.

liatto - broke quickly 1o
thhamp  home the second in
stoppage time and end Saints

hopes ol hinding an equaliser

f BEIRUT, Oct
'~ Q 2-HAFP): South

~ Korean siriker
ASIAN CuUP Lee DOIlg-GDOk is
LEBANON 2000 known as ‘The

Lion King' but

nobody - including Lee himself
e= Secins 1o know exactly why.

Lee was the pride of South
Korea here on Tuesday after
scoring the golden-goal which
dumped pre-tournament fa-
vourites Iran out of the Asian
Cup in the quarter-finals.

nt while Lee has been the

cat’'s whiskers so far at the
Astan Cup -- joint top scorer
withh  four goals from four
matches -- the mystery of his
moiker remains. ;

ltalian sprint cyclist Mario
Clppolind is known as the ‘Lion
King' for his shaggy mane of
blondish red halr.

And Jamalcan sprint legend
Merlene Ottey was dubbed the
Lion Queen' after prowling 60
metres back down the track
alter false-starting at the 1997
World Championships.

The origins for Lee's earning
ol the sobriquet are unclear.

I not sure why | got the

e, LT g S T

name. | don't really know.” said
Lee.

Most seemn to favour the
simple theory that Lee rose to
footballin prominence  al
around the same thne as the
Walt Disney flick of the same
name was being screened In
Korean cinemas.

Whatever the reason for the
nickname, Korean coach Huh
Jung-Moo isn't fussed as long
as Lee can keep roaring on the
pitcly.

"He's an  excellent player,”
sald Huh in the wake of Korea's
dramatic 2-1 victory on Mon-
day. "He can score a goal just
when it is needed.”

But whether Lee will be in
the hunt for more goals in the
Aslan Cup is uncertain.

The talented 21-yvear-old,
the subject of an approach by
Italian Serie A side Perugia ear-
ller this year. has been suffer-
ing from a Im:%—term knee in-
jury and is doubtful for Thurs-
day's semi-final.

He only played on Mondav
after rising from the substitutes
benceh 17 minutes from time,
coming on to play a part in one
poal before hammering in the

DHAKA, WEDNESDAY,
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FIOth numate winner,

1 am happy that | scoregs
¢ conceded the firg

£

we

said Lere. ”
goal

but no-one thought
wonild eh

lose, so0 every player

knee is still a problemn bt |
do my best 1o recover.”

Korea play the winners of:

Tuesday's Saudi Arab -Kuwaiy
Quarter-final in the last four.
With or without Lee, belea.
guered Korean coach Huh ..
who tendered his resignatioy
after the Olvinpics only ﬁ': have
it refused -- hias plenty of rea.
son o approach the semi.
with confidence, lifina

The Koreans. who had 0
sheaked into the last eight b
finishing as one of the two beg);
third placed teams, came u
with the goods when it yyar.
lcn;,_? to beat Iran.

uli's tactic of pack
midlield and miﬂn-nl:;ék:gt
Iran’'s Asian footballer of thg
'r:'ﬂr Ali Dael worked to perfec.
tion.

I tell the players to k
gomg until the final whistle ..
that they should never give up.”
he said, '

Troussier sparks off a storm

| BEIRUT, Oct 24:

- Japan coach Phi-
Erthc % lippe Troussier
ASI.“NCUP hl'"‘ I‘L'IL{IIIH'{I
LEBANON 2000 -l'tculation over

s fatare, hint
ing he man quidt bis job regard-
less ol whether his team win or
lose  the Asian Cap, reports
AFFP

Iroussier -- who signed a
luerative two-year extension 1o
his coaching deal on September
S which will see him take
chiarge ol Japan for the 2002
World Cup -- said he is now
nusure of his furture plans,

The 45-vear-old Frenchman,
Known as the ‘white witch
doctor’ for the magic he wove
during a nine yvear stay in Al-
rica, said merelv guiding Japan
through the first round of the
2002 World Cup would not
satisfv him.

I we win the final 1 an go-
ing to sit back and assess the
situation.” he said,

‘I don't really think hanging
around another two vears jusl
to coach them mto the secand
round with a win and a draw is
enough of a challenge

"Besides who remembers the
Lname ol the coach that got Ni-
gerie into  the 1994 secoud
round?” he added

Tronssier. who took over the

Japanese post after the last
Warlkd Cuap. also admitted he
dichnt think he was good al

Stadoing them ogto 1he next stage -
dthey T needed to reach in their 2

climb up the footballiifg ladder.
Fthink I am very good at
Laking on teams who are at an
apprentice stage and are not at
case with each other.” he said.

'S0 | wonld be good at the
moment for sav the England or
Brazil teams but not for the
French one because they are
already al another level and |
am perhaps not the best person
for teamns that have succeeded,

S0 it will be | think with
Japan if we take the trophv.

"For me I will have done the
job 1 feel 1 can do but will not
be able to take them on from
there whereas someone like
Arsene Wenger would be. al-
though | don't think he could
do the job | do with teams that
are in a middle of a erisis.” he
added. referring to the Arsenal
coach who has been constantly
imked with the Japan job duir-
ing Troussier's reign.

Troussier said for him win-
ning the Asian Cup was a per-
sonal challenge

It as true that despite my
success in Africa | never won
the African Nations Cup so for
me personally winning here will
be important.” he said.

‘Besides I've seen the trophy
and it is really beautiful al-
though I didn't dare touch it! |
hope to on Sunday though!” he
Adrled.

| roussier,
HOmeEnT came

whiose
when

proudest
he took

poverty stpickes Burkina Jaso |

s %)

“ongo 4-1 only 1o lose on pen.-
alties, also revealed some of the
Irustrations of coaching Japan.

“Sometimes | wish the play-
ers would be a bit more emo.
tional." e said.

‘If this had been an African
team and thev had enjoyed the
results they have had here (won
two drawn one) they would be
singing and climbing up lad-
ders with joy.

"With the Japanese plavers
all 1 detect s sadness and a
feeling that three weeks is too
long to be awav from home and
they want to get back there as
soon as possible.” he added

He also took issue with his
lederation who allowed a tech-
nical committee 1o observe
matches and pass their com-
mentaries on without even eng-
sulting hin.

‘I don’t even know who sits
on this committee and passes
these comments on.” he said.

Fortunately they don't tumn

up to watch traming but ney-
ertheless their conuments could
have a negative effect on mo-
rale.
s not so much them 1
Lake issue with if 18 more with
the Federation for
such a realtionship 1o exist

I sand to them (e Federa-
tonl that if they wanted to get
mvolved o selecung the team
then they shoald also assume
responsibility: for the resulls.

n 9 AEURT Afetean  Natidhs it thev'reéphied o it (s for vou
Cup senfi-finals wheore thiey. fed

(0 assanie that responsibiling!”

Killing of Leeds fans

Court adjourns case

ISTANBUL, Oct
2-}: The trial of 20
I'urks charged
with involvement
in the stabbing to
death of two

. !
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British lootball fans i April
reconvened here Monday only
to e ahorntrmed  alter several

detendants and witnesses lailed
1o show up. reporits AFP.

Under Turkish law. delen-
dants who are not held i cus-
tody are not obliged to appear
111 courlt.

The two British fans -- Kevin
Speight. 40, and Christopher
Loftus, 36 -- were fatally
stabbed during street clashes
ahead of a European Cup tie on
April 5 this vear between Ga-
latasaray and Leeds United.

The trial will resume on No-
vemmber 28. when the courl
hopes to be able to hear the
cases of four of the accused
who have yet to appear before
the courts.

The Police must summoi
those charged. but they have
no ohligation to appear i
court. Sukru Alparslan. lawver
for the Loftus family told AFP.

“In the mmstance of a further
[ailure to appear. the court will
forgo the sununons and make
do with written Statcments.”
Judge Iskender Tepebasi said
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Paulo  Wanchope  hght

Lrond Soltvedt (R and ﬁdilllt‘lll"hl{‘l‘ (‘Il}"s
for

possession  during their

Premiership elash at Southampton on October 23,

—AFP photo

Locating witnesses for the
irial has also proved difficult,
as some have no tixed address
Furthermore. child witnesses
must be assigned a lawver --
[actors which will draw out
proceedings. according to Al-
parslan.

Only four of the defendants
appeared in  court Monday.
They included Ali Demir. the
main defendant who remainis
the onlv one to have admitted
using a knife during the wvio-
lence

All  the suspects except
Denur were released in an ear-
licr hearing on the grounds
that there was insulficient evi-
dence 10 merit them being held
in custody during the trial.

Demir and four other sus-
pects -- Ozkan Balel. Suleyinan
Gokhan Guven, Suleyman Ay-
din and Yilmaz Tutas -- have
been indicted on nwo counts of
murder each. They could iface

Marseille fans
boycott trip
to Strasbourg

MARSEILLE. Oct 24. The
Marseille supporters club have
refused to organize a trip 1o
strasbourg on Saturday i th
first awav French league match
they have anissed since their
creation in 198%
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15 vears in gl it con-

has

charged five other defendans

with  assaull. tor which they

could be jailed for 45 months.
Four suspects stand ar-

cused ol taking part in the fight

and could face four-and-a-hall

*

months in jail. while five juve-
nile defendants face up to three

nmionths in 01l

chiarges.

jail

similar

The remamimg suspect. who
did not take part in the hght

has been chareed with

Coll-

{‘t‘ﬂli!l{:{ evidence”™ and laces rwo

ro fonr vears i jail
The court  said

it would

study press cuttings and video

[ootage presented by the
fruce at an  carlier

wlne by 11{11}1—*5 LO prove provocd-

(e~
hearing

on by Leeds’ fans, according

to defence Fuat
Kovundun.

He furthermore alleges neg-
ligence on the part of British
police who were supposed to be
co-operating with Turkish po-

lawvyer

lice to avoid trouble. “Four
British officers didn't  Jeave
their hotel.” he said

The indicunent demands re-
duced sentences lor the delen-
dants on the grounds thar the
fighit was provoked bv LeedS
fans . who “disturbed  passers-
by, brohe car and-shop wiki-
dows  wnh amwe Braiton “rubbig

the Turkish flag against his
centals ”

MADRID, Oct 24
[Renters/Internet)

Real Madrid's
Roberto Carlos
has admitted 1o
being  Irightened
by the behaviour of the Barce-
o s during  Saturdav's
derby mateh wich marked the
retarn of Lais Figo to the Nou
Camp stadiumn.

“Throughout the 90 minutes
I was scared that | mighrt get hit
by an object, | was genuinely
very worried | wonldn't arrive
home salely.” the Braztlian in-
ternational defender said.

Releree Altouso Perez Bur-
rull’'s report on the match said
that “all kinds of objects were
thrown from the stands, in-
cluding plastic battles, lighters.
two mobile phones. paper bags.
o §oly

None of the playvers were
struck bv the objects but Real
coach Vicente del Bosque sairl
he told Figo not to take corner s
o ensure the game was inter-
rupted as little as possible.

Roberto Carlos toald Spanish
soccer authorities that 1t was
up to them (o prevent a repeal

of the crowd trouble.

‘It whar happened m the
Camp Nou happened at another
ground it 1s certain they would
close it.” 1

He said the atmesphere in-
fluenced the game itself. “Al-
though Barcelona were the
better side it was an ugly gaune.
The fans were more worred
about Figo than they were
about seeing® a good football
tatch.”

Figo moved [romn Barcelona
to Real in July for a world ree-
ord 56.1 million dollars.

Alfredo Dy Stefano.  tonner
Real Madrid plaver and now
honorary president of the elub.
has been reported
that il he had been the coach
he wonld not have selected Figo
tor the mateh.

‘I would not have taken Figo
back to Barcelona in order to
nndermine the protests fron
the fans.” he said.

AKk-

Carlos was frightened |

as saviigj

The Spanish tootball federa- §

tion (RFEF) said on Manday it
wonld meet this week to dis-

cuss all aspects of Saturdays
aane, . o 9
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