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lobal trade round launch|

not at US behest

SEOUL, Oct 23: Anvone ex-
pecting that a new administra-
fion in the United States could
order another global (rade
round, as it tuming on a tap,
would be vastly mistaken ac-
cording to a top World Trade
Orgamisation  (WTO)  official,
savs AFP.

"We all agree‘that until a US
administration  takes  hold,
there's little chance of progress
siuce the engine is still a Euro-
American entente.” said WTO
Deputy Director General Paul-
Henri Ravier.

He was speaking to AFP on
the sidelines of an  annual
meeting called by Grope Evian
withh some 70 government ofli-
cials. top businessmen, aca-
demics and journalists taking
part.

“But to think that bv April

when a new US president finds
his feet. Washington could give
the order and evervone would
[all in line. would be a grave
mistake.” he said.

‘Such an  atMtude on the
part of US officials would only
seem  provocative and be  re-
jected by most  countries.’
Ravier said.

“The systemn has  really
changed,” he said. “Nothing
gels done anyvmore if the top
three or four actors cannot have
a minunum agreement and are
unable to rope in another 15 or
SO emerging countries and ma-
jor developing nations.

To set the stage for a new
round. alter the collapse late
last vear ol the Seattle ministe-
rial mectmge. i is nuperative to
attaan o cortain cntical mass”
i preparatory talks,  Ravier

Top WTO official says

saud,

That Is the challenge lacing
ongoing negotiations in Geneva
on three subjects - agriculture
and services where there s still
nurch ground to cover hut also
the delicate issue of implenen-
tation, he said.

e was referring 1o the con-
ditions tor giving effect to the
conunitments that developing
countries made in Marrakesh in
1994 at the conclusion of the
Urnguay Round.

“Until a satisfactory solution
is found to the question of -
plementation it would be fool-
hardy to think the Third World
countries would turn up for a
new round.” Ravier said

But cven if the current ne-

gotiations go “generally
smoothly.” much else would
renmiain. Ravier said.
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vesterday. Chirac represents the EU as France holds the European presidency.

French President Jacques Chirac (2nd R) and Chinese Prime Minister Zhu Rongji (2nd L) take
part in the China-European Union (EU) summit at the Great People's Hall in Beijing

— AFP photo

AP

Tovota. Japan's No. | auto-
maker, said i produced
273.785 vehicles at home. down
6.1 per cent from the same
month a vear earher.

The decline - the first in 14
months - was caused by rec-
ord-breaking heavv rains and
flooding that forced Tovota to
temporarily halt operations in
Nagova, the cemral Japanese
citv hir heaviest by the rains.

Tovola’'s  corporate  head-

quarters and large parts of the
comny's production facilities
ale located in Nagova.

Domestic

sales. however.

market rose 2.2
points to 39.8 per cent. the
company said. Exports fell 0.9
per cent to 150.326 vehicles in
September on vear.,

Overseas production climbed
9.2 per cent to 148,243, the
company said

Nissan Motor Co produced
120,393 units at its domestic
factones. down 12.5 per cent.

Domestic sales fell 14.7 per
cent to 71.637 vehicles. Nis-
san s domestic market share fell
by 3.0 percentage points to 18.5
per cent in September. Exports
declined by 10.6 per cent to
56.779 vehicles

percenta ge
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Cirameen Software Lid (GSL) has nominated IIT Star as

Grameen Star Education (GSE) Comulla Franchisee. Kam-
rul Islam, FCA., Managng Director. [IT Star, and Major
(retd) Manzurul Haque. Chief Operating Officer-Franchise
of GSL. sigmed the contract on September 7. Managing Di-

rector of GSL Shohel Sarif was also present.

— GSL photo

Memo No. TWD/26/1060

through

Dhaka. without

! cancelled.
i1

V2/3/415/6/7/8/E/M
papers.

DFP-24967-16/10)
G-1557

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh
Public Works Timber Workshop Division
Mirpur, Dhaka

Tender Invitation Notice

e Tender Invitation Notice No: 64/2000-2001 .

Workshop Division & Public

(size) (Part-2) (Group-9)

Al the rate 2% of the rate quoted

5-11-2000 (during office hours)

6-11-2000 (upto 12-00 Noon)

2 Tenders on item rate basis through Bangladesh Form
No. 2908 under sealed cover are hereby invited from
Public Works Directorate’s licence holder 1¥/2™ class
E/M contractors having VAT department’s registration
certificate for the undermentioned work. Tenders will
be received in tender box kept at the office of the
undersigned as well as Public Works E/M Division-
1/2/3/4/516/7/8/E/M
Works Eden Building Division, Dhaka as per the
undermentioned date & time and opened on the same
day at 12-15 PM in presence (if any) of the tenderers.
Namc of work . Supply of

4. Estimated cost

5. Earnest money

by contractor,

6. Time for 22
completion  of
work

7. Last date of
sclling tender

. Last date of
receiving tender

9. ltems of schedule basis rate should be quoted distinctly
in figures & words. It may be noted that not more than

" two digits should be used after point.

10).

Earnest money must be submiticd with the tender
BD/PO/CD/SDR/Pratirakk ha
cfc. from any scheduled bank in favour of Exccutive
Engincer, Public Works Timber Waorkshop Division.
which

Schedule of work. rules & regulations of contract ete
can be seen & purchased on cash payment of the price
Tk 410/=only (non-refundable) from the office of the
undersigned as well as Public Works E/M Division-
Workshop Division & Public
Works Eden Building Division. Dhaka up to the last
date of selling tender. Contractor himself or his
authorised representative can purchase the tender on
production of registration book including requisite

2. The authority reserves the right to accept or reject any
tender without assigning any reason.

Date:10-10-2000/ 25-6-1407 BS

sawn tcak timber

(twenty-two) days.

Sanchyapaltra

tender will be treated as

kxecutive Engineer
Publhic Waorks Timber
Waorkshop
Division, Mirpur. Dhaka

Shaukar Sharma, a member of
the National Planning Comimis-
sion. told Reuters.

Higher Iuel costs are ex-
pected to result in Nepal's gross
domestic product (GDP) growth
falling by 0.7 per cent from the
government's target ol seven
per cent growth for 2000/01.

"Evenn if we achieve the
growth of 6.3 per cent that is
not bacd.” he said

Nepal's economy grew by six
per cent in the period from mid-
July 1999 to mid-July 2000,

Yub Raj Khatiwada, chief
economic adviser with the cen-
traal Nepal Rastra Bank (NRBI.
saul the impact of higher oil
prices would depend on the
extent that transport costs are
pushed up as a result of higher
fuel prices.

Nepal raised public trans-
port fares by seven per cent last
week alter the govermunent im-
posed a 17.5 per cent increase

1 on petrol and 100 per cent -

croase on kerosene,

IFransport ‘ operators © have
rejet ted the fare rise as insuffi-
cieit and are demanding an
increase of up to a 40 per cent.

II'T Star to set
up GSEC at
Comilla

T Star will set up a
Grameen Star Education Centre
at Comilla. says a press release.

Major (Retd) Manzurul Ha-
que, Chief Operating Officer-
Franchise of GSL, and Kamrul
Islam. Managing Director, [T
Star, signed the franchise con-
tract on behalf of their organi-
salions.

Both GSL and IIT Star are
linuly committed to providing
cost-cffective, top quality pro-
grammes ensuring the devel-
opment of professional IT per-
sonnel in Bangladesh.

Trade Organisation (WTO) could
be delayed into next yvear at the
top of the agenda. says Reulers,

LU leaders gathered. in Bei-
jing have said the remaining
barriers to China's WTO entn
are few, but its accession might
be delayed until next vear.

"We want China in the WTO
at the earliest opportunity. but
there are remaining issues,” ElL
Trade Commissioner Pascal
Lamyv told reporters

Chinese Premier Zlhin Rongji.
seeking to reassure EU busi-
ness leaders meeting on the
summit sidelines, repeated Bei-
jing's response (o questions

open up in a step by step man-

ner banking, insurance. tele-
communications, foreign and
internal trade. tourisin and

other service sectors.” Zhu said
French President Jacques
Chirac - whose country holds
the EUs rotating presidency
saidd the EU-China bilateral
WTO pact signed in May must
be “respected t{o the, full
especially with regard (o agreed
cdates and fixed timetables™.
Lamy, who headed the [EU
team in months ol tough bilat-
eral negotiations with Clina.
said the two sides had settled

relations as on the multilateral
If‘\'t‘l

Lamyv described the bilateral
ISsues as “fine details on which
we must reach agreement, on
the allocation ol insurance li-
cences and on access to the
distribution system.”

On the multilateral level
there are a certain munber
reculatons that China must
introduce to its legislative svs-
tem. he said. addiag that was a
job for international law spe-
clialists. “It's not mmsurnuount-
able.” he said

Ol

WASHINGTON. Oct 23: Fed-
eral Reserve oflicials were as
ubiquitous as the US presiden-
tial candidates last week. fan-
ning out around the country as
a4 queasy Wall Street looked on,
reports Reuters

But for all the anticipation

the comments created at the
starts of the week, the Fed's
message turned out far less

dramatic than either the presi-
dential race or the events in the
fimancial markets: short-term
US Interest rates are unlikelv to
budge any timne soon

High oil prices. Midcle East
political tensions and a roller-
coaster ride in US stocks have
spooked investors, who tend to
be jumpy anyvway in October. a

month that marks anniversa-
ries of both the 1987 and 1929
crashes.

Amid this storm. several US
central bankers weighed in on
all of the Kev subjecls with
comuments that. on the whole.
were reassuring as thev made

~July, told

clear the Fed is Keeping an eve
out for potential problems while
calmly surveving an evolving
ccononice picture

Fed Chairman Alan
Greenspan. i his lirst detailed
remarks on the economy since
a Washington andi-

ence on Thursday that policy-
makers wounld be “on alert” for
oil-driven effects on the econ-
omy.

But he added. "To date. the

spillover from the surge m oil
prices has been modest.”

he Fed's number two ofli-
cial, Roger Ferguson. who
spoke to reporters after a
banking speech in St Louis
described the mmpact of oil
prices on underlving inflation

as moderate

Still. Ferguson said he was
viewing oil prices as more ol an
inflation risk than a threat to
econoiic growtl

High oil can act as a drag on
growth in some circunstances
because consumers. forced to

US Fed stays calm amid high
oil, jittery share market

spend more on energy. . have

less to spend on Main Street
His words and the connnents

of other Fed officials last week

were in svne with the oHicial
position |\|1r|--m'uf by the cen-
iral bank earlier this month
that the ecolnonii risks are
weighted toward inflation

“"Fed ollicials such as
Greenspan have been gomg oul
of their wav to allav concerns
that higher energy prnices will
force them to raise short-term
rates over the near term. said
Anthony Chan, chiel econorniist
it Bance One Investment Advi-

olumbus. Ohio

But he said thev were walk
g a “tightrope™ to avoid
nalling thev were about to
rales to shore up stocks

SOrSs 111 |
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At its Oct meeting., the
Fed Ileft interest rates uiil
changed, continmuing a stecady-
retle policy i place since Nay
viien the Fed completed  the
SIXth i a vear long series of
el 1™ IFlsi's ]

1. Tender Notice No
Name of work

17/EE/CRD/2000-2001

Government of the People’s Republic of Bangladesh

Office of the Executive Engineer, R&H
Chandpur Road Division, Chandpur

R&H Tender Invitation Notice (2nd call)

Tender invitation for construction of road embankment by collected earth
on different kilometres of Gauripur-Kachua-Hajiganj and Gazirhat-Feni
Road under Chandpur Road Division during 2000-2001 fiscal year in 3
(three) groups (Head of expenditure: 266-Development)

3 Estimated cost As per group list

4 Earnest money Will have to be deposited at the rate of 2% of the estimated cost in the
forms of BD/TC/Protirakkha Sanchaypatro/5-year Sanchaypatra or
Bonous Sanchaypatra in favour of the undersigned.

5 Names of offices Divisional Commissioner, Chittagong/undersigned/Executive Engineer,
where tender R&H, Road Division, Comilla/B'baria/Planning & Design Division:;
documents will be Comilla/Planning Division-1 (PD), Sarak Bhaban, Ramna, Dhaka and
available offices of all sub-divisional engineers under this division.

6. Names of offices Additional Chief Engineer, R&H, Comilla Zone, Comilla/Divisional
where tender will be Commissioner/Chittagong/Superintending Engineer, R&H, Road Circle,
received Comilla/Procurement & Monitoring Circle, Dhaka and office of the

undersigned.

7 Time allowed As per group list.

8. Last date of selling 30-10-2000 till office hours
tender

9, Date and time of 31-10-2000 till 12-30 PM
receiving tender

10. Date and time of 02-11-2000 at 12-00 noon.
opening tender

11, Date and time of 02-11-2000 at 4.00 PM
lottery

12.  Elgibility of As per group list.
contractor

Group list
Group Name of work Estimated Time Eligibility of
No : cost allowed |  contractor
¥ Construction of road embankment by collected | 36,47,609/= | 150days | A to C general
earth on 31st kilometre of Gauripur-Kachua- category
! Hajigon) and Gazirhat-Feni Road under
Chandpur Road Division during 2000-2001
fiscal year.
2 Do - on 32nd kilometre of the road — Do - | 34,72.210/= Do A to C general
WOrk category
3 Do ~ 33rd kilometre of the road - Do - work 25.76,260/- | 120days Do

DFP-25253-18/10
(G-1854

Executive Engineer, R&H
Road Dwision, Chandpur.
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The Composite Index fell 2 880
pouts,

Asian stocks
close mixed

HONG KON
stock markets dclosed mixed
Mondav. with prices falling in
Tokvo but rising mih'”": Kong.
reports AP

The Japanese

Oct 23: Asian

benchmark
Z20-issue Nikkeil Stock Average
icll 10077

)

poltits, or OU.bHb per
cent, to 15.097.96. On Friday
the average closed up JI87.65
points, or 2.61 per cent

I'he Nikker ended lower alter
d Lopsv-turvy session., and wad-
ers blamed the collapse of Kvoei
Lile Insurance Co for cooling®
investor enthusiasin |

lapan s eleventh-largest life

misurance company on  Friday
became the countrv's  biggest
company ever (o lile lor protec-
HUI‘ irom its credilors

1 earrency tracdinge the 1S
dollaar  was quoted ot 108 92
Vel up LGS ven trom s level
M Ly B ven lote Friday in
Lok b helow the 1O8 97 ven
o e \ York,

Elsewhere

Taipei: .awan share prices
closedd VAT I~ | FThincan
miridds  and msnumuonal mves-

tors bought heavily, extendimy a
series ol rallies since late last
weeK. The Welghted Price Index
rose 1.45 per oent,. or 81.21
POINts, to H 680 95

Sydney: Australian shares
closed higher lor a second con-
secutive  session. boosted by
institutional demand o1
heavvwerght blae chips. The All
Ovdinaries Index rose 0.9 per
cent or 2%.30 points. to
. [R5 B )

Singapore: Share prices
closed lower on profit-taking
The Straits Times Index fell
A8 points, or 0.5 per cent, to
1.914.49

Kuala Lumpur:
shiare  prices

Malaysian
closed  slightly
The Composite Index
451 points, or 0.6 per
to 784.50

Jakarta: Indonesian
lower on

shares
profit-taking.

or 068 per cent, to
117.45) |
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Exchange Rates

T i
Following are

_Grsmrrtay's Standard

Chartered Bank rates of major

cnrrencles against Taka,
{Central bank buying and selling rate of USD:BDT 53.85/BDT
54.15.
SRR
i Selling Currency Buving
k-u 0D BC TT Clean oD oD
, Sight Doc | Transler
|57 2500 | 542800 5D 53.8150 >3 64841 535779 |
|46 T30 1 36,2200 EUR 343555 A4 1721 | 330955
|70 5486 | 79.5906 GBP ___ |77.7435 77.4770_| 774224

|90 7820 | 20 8074 AUD 126 7858 26,6933 | 26.6132
|0.5048 0.5049 JIY 0.4560 0.4867 | 04857 .
| 40 5303 30 5548 CHF 29,8596 29.765) | 296806 !
i-’ 0.3924 1 5.3976 SEK 1 5003) L 52855 | 52605 |
36 1792 | 36 2037 CAD 1353217 35.2281 | 35,1449
16.0027 | 60940 | HKD | 6.8692 6.8515_ | 68341

!i s Lﬁﬂm_:.-_;."_]*."'”“ T SGD 202168 01730 | 20,0584
1118919 | 149095 | AED 14.5023 14.5242 | 14.4838
(115784 | 14.5968 SAR 14.2395 14.2028 | 14 1846
Usance Export Bills

TTDOC J0Davs [ G60Davs [ 90 Days | 120 Days [170 Days
ST70IT 5337875 524217 | 51 BBBS [ 506303

!jj;i-;mjnﬂ:_ril_wﬁ_@!hylﬂ‘ Asian currencies against US dollar

[ { Indian | Pak |  Lankan | Indo Thai

e jan HATDE -—R_le:"r' |  Rupee | Ruplah Bhat |.
T i 16.30 35,90 “! 70 30 10) 50 4787 t
ool | 4635 | 5620 | 7940 8970 43 87 J

mtervention  preventing

especiallv sterling

by . A |

revisiting it

Ihe local foreign exchange market was insipid with sluggish
Diollar /Taka demand. Dollar trading was range-bound. In the money
market demand for call money was steady. Call money rate fluctuated
1 a narrow range and traded between 6.0 to 6.50 per cent.

In the international market. a fragile enro was bobbing within a
cent ol record lows against dollar. with only wariness of central bank
from _
Although the market-plavers were still bearish on euro's prospects,
thev satd caution was prevailing ahead of a group of 20 meeting in
Montreal from Tuesday as the single currency s persistent weakness
was expected to be on the agenda. European officials tried to prop up
the currency by means of vocal support Bank of France governor Jean
Claude Trichet said on Monday that a strong euro was in the interest
of the European economy and reiterated support for Wim Duisenburg.

Meanwhile, ongoing tensions in the Middle East and volatility in the
LIS stock market favoured safe haven demand for other currencies.

s all-time throughs.

Elsewhere, dollar was trading within half Yen of two week's liighs
agamst ven, still bolstered in the wake of last week's failure of a
ond Japanese lile insurer in two weeks,

Shipping Intelligence

Chittagong port
Berth posibon ana pertormance of vessels as on 23.10.2000
Berth Name of vessels Cargo L Port Local Dateof Leaving
No call agent arrival
Thor Eagle Projmat : Tsl 21110 24/10
2 Hanjin Houston GYWT(P Sing Mutua 1110 2111
Ji3 Hyderabad Rice(P) Para Bsc 3009 25/10
J/4 Pathein Rice{P) Yang Mia 14/10 28/10
S Hans Salt{TCB) P.Kel Sbs 26/09 26/10)
7 Banglar Kallol G Momb Bsc 17/10 27110
. Pride Sal(TC8 Kand it 2215 4
fasmena Okh Smsl 18/1 2710
Manne Expres WT(P)MS. Y.pe S Ranbow 151 2910
Boxer Capl Cook 0N Pk Bdshep 2211 2710
Banglar Robi ¥ Sin Bsc 2110 2410
Tiger Rive Co S NO 16/10 25/10
s = M ™ T % el e = -
Ba 2 Lanka AR Dalgd &l W 4N0
2 ~huHong D Sing Qcs 1810 24/10
Lpress Resolve Sirds Rel 1001 2310
- p— | - - - -
M/14 El Tanin el Sing Psal 310
' Wamor ods Sing Ranbo 211 2501
Agawarr Hsd Juba ECs 191 24114
Banglar Go e Bs¢ R A 26/
4 Banglar Urm Hi Bsc RIA 301
Marv Nour Cement{Scan)Lang Bs 2111 21
Vessels due at outer anchorage
Name of vessels Date of LPort Local Cargo Lc»auun;;{
amval call agent 0
o U e o ey o T 0 e UL 1 S 3 —— -
) Hintail {cont) 12 £ <= ont ol
Orean Pnde : : Fsa Clink
M adin s Dame ¢ - B.is
v - H [ - -
Tnumph Chittagong 231 fan Rm Logs
J Sarunpa 23 SiNg Jmi SCrapeng
& ar Mo (oont j& 24(] >N Eiih Con g
| Cahaya (Cont) 16/10 2471 SING P ED] Cér
hong Chong Gang 24110 Tut Lo Sugar(G)
ota Naga (cont) 18/10 25/1( Sing PIBD Con Sng
Xuan C 26 Bishy €
= ] JE E :;r = ':._
: 24 SN Deimu Sisp(P
Handy R 24 : Mutua Wheat(F
r 7 % 5 S G S1 o
] e o e (- - - - -l
E 26 Bas SIMS irea (Dag
Balsam (cont 26 Sing N Lon SiNg
' Padma (conl 26 Sing R Con SiNg
i :_:- - C_-""‘."‘ G -‘-".'
il 7 T . ,: -
Banaiar S -
¥ e i F -~
Tanker due e BT ot SEER
P Qe C
24 SINg Msip SKOVJP
o 1) _ Vessels at Kutubdia
Energy Explorer - - BBAAL 54
BBAL 7
3T i oing Aralesn MIA 249
- .‘ ] -:: T, -_-‘ -l'._'|I
o X NG ) :..I:i- ,‘E"": Arafec i 4
g . PMa Argfeen RIAF1E
S Coman : he QIAINT
k Danat R/A
Vessels not entering _
Le C Chn Tha SBS 711
&3 Front C.Chnk/Gyr Krab SBS 1P
- Glep(P Sfay QSST V10
On WJiaioan GSP(P Sfax SSST 310
Scraping inde ARz
_--.' I L : E 5: -'1; b - :"‘- 1 1 J
North S1a SCraping >SS RASTD)
Novo \ SCraping Rainbov RIAI1910)
2 '-| 5' -":1'.‘ ":: E_r :‘.' i lr.-q .'::
Tua S Qe A 22110
Pl SCrapng Selu Ar 2210
b 5 |:{_ﬂﬁ_fﬂf. 5.-.-- I.Il cxan 5_:
REvenge | Sunshine 1R 9
LY Y = ,:_-. '.'__:':“\I__ s i | |
Karya Sentosa Rice(G USTC b
Movement of vessels for 24.10.2000
Qutgoing Incoming Shifting
¥y ThorEage L
T2 B Robt LCT1J B Brol
LT Blanka —— ——  TUTH K{ahaye
RQAWSIT RMA 0. Dominion
LY N T O 3t CCJ _Ucean pnoe
o o e ——— e T e ""', “__I_"_'
w e = e e
The above are shipping posiian and performance of vessels of Chittagong Port as per berthing sheet
PA y HRC Group, Dhaka

A /. Sectt/ 1 ran--s

\ Crse.

Detanled intformation

betore O7.1 1. 20000,
\ny  aother intormation
concermaod sechion.

DEP-25312-18/10

(-1 830

Can

[-116/99

bhe

may be

BANGLADESH COUNCIL OF
SCIENTIFIC & INDUSTRIAL
RESEARCH (BCSIR)

SIYE Yv-do-000

Tender Notice

Scaled tenders arce hereby inviled from bonahide transport
owners for hinng mintmum 32 (thirty-two) scater staff bus to
carry emplovees of BOCSIR trom their respective residences
al. Mirpur and Paikpara to the office by the side of Dr
- Qudrat-e-Khuda Road (New Elephant Road). Dhaka Vice-

obtained
schedule which can be purchased from the Cashier, BCSIR,
Sectt, Dhakac with cash’ payvment of Tk 400/- (Taka tour
hundred) only (non-refundable) during otfice hours on or

obtained

(afersy)

from tender

irom the

BCSIR, Dhaka




