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Israel offers to be flexible on

48-hour deadline for peace

Arabs to call for UN trial of Israeli 'criminals'

i JERUSALEM, Oct 20 : The 48-hour deadline for peace In the Pales-
“tinlan territories Is {lexible, an Israeli government spokesman sald
today as the clock ticked down on a US-brokered ceasefire accord.

“We started Lo count from the meeting between security people from
both sides (on Wednesday), so it's supposed to be late afternoon or
evening. But we are [lexible on this," foreign ministry spokesman Noam
Kalz told AFP.

“IU's the longest two days that | know. But we are flexible on that. We
don't have to change the rules of the games at the moment.” he added.

But he reiterated the Israeli view that the Palestinian Authority did
not want peace at this time,

"We think Arafat is not willing and not ready lo do what is necessary.
The international community can identify the same things,” Katz said.

[srael has put the onus lirmly on the Palestinians to stop violent
incidents from occurring at Jewish settlements and Israeli army posts
in the territories.

Palestinian leaders have repeatedly said they can do nothing to stop
the stone-throwing Intifada, or uprising, which has characterised most
of the violence of the past three weeks and led to more than 110 deaths.

“If the war is continuing on the ground -- nothing has really changed
in the field --, you see deep involvement of Palestinians and Palestinian
police in the events,” the foreign ministry spokesman said.

“The level of intensity in g?t last two days is very similar to what
happened before,” Katz said.

He sald the security committee comprising US, Israeli and Palestin-
lan securitly olficials to coordinate compliance with the Sharm el-
Sheikh summit accord still offered the best hope of achieving peace.

“We still hope that it will work," Katz sald.

Meanwhille, Arab leaders are to study a call for the UN Security Coun-
cil to put on trial Israell “criminals” for the Killings of around 100 Pales-

tinlans In the last three weeks of violence, the PLO sald today.

Arab foreign ministers are to make the recommendation for the
summit on Saturday and Sunday in the Egyptian capital, the Palestine
Liberation Organisation's political department chief, Faruq Qaddumi,
told reporters,

The ministers who met here Thursday called for the formation of
“tribunals to judge those who have committed crimes against the Pal-
estinian people, and for the Security Councll to implement this pro-
cess," he sald.

Qaddumi sald the proposal would be part of a package of "political,
economic and material support” measures (o be submitted to Arab
leaders al their emergency summit convened to debate the Israell-
Palestinian clashes.

Some Israell states will threaten a break In ties "if the aggressions
continue”, he said, without naming them.

Several Arab diplomats, who asked not to be named, told AFP the
summit will also demand the creation of an International commission
of inquiry into the clashes in the West Bank and Gaza Strip.

Libyan leader Moammer Gaddafi on Wednesday revealed the con-
tents of the draft resolution for the summit, the first gathering of Arab
heads of state since 1996.

It proposes "denouncing” and "condemning” the Jewish slate for the
violence in the Palestinian territories, but Gaddafl charged that the
draft was (oo soft on Israel In terms of concrele measures.

One good point in the draft, Gaddall said, was a proposal to seek
international legal action against "certain Israeli leaders,” notably Ariel
Sharon, the hawkish leader of Israel's right-wing Likud opposition.

It was a highly publicised September 28 visit by Sharon to a dispuled
holy site in Arab east Jerusalem sacred to both Jews and Muslims that
sparked the clashes.

Moammer Gaddafi

(Gaddafi faces

prosecution
in France for
jet bombing

PARIS. Oct 20 : A French court
today gave the go ahead for legal
proceedings against Libyan
leader Moammer Gaddafi over
the bomb attack on a French
airliner 11 vears ago which killed

170 people. reports AFP.

The appeal court in Paris ruled
in favour of a suit launched by
the families of victims demanding
that Gaddafi face charges for
“complicity to murder” over the
explosion on a DC-10 belonging
to the airline UTA.

The plane crashed in the Niger
desert on September 19 1989. Six
Libyans, including Gaddalfi's
brother-in-law -- have already
been fund guilty in absentia and
given life sentences.

Fanatic
Juhi fan

BOMBAY, Oct 20 : An Indian
youth attempted suicide in Bomn-
bay. India’'s movie capital, after a
popular film actress refused to
meet him, reports said today,
reports AFP.

The Indian Express said
Dheeraj Sharma. 29, a postgrad-
uate in sociology from the eastern
Indian city of Patna came to
Bombay in the hope of hooking
up with Juhi Chawla, one of
India’s five leading movie
actresses.

Sharma landed up at Chawla's
office on Tuesday, but was
refused an appointment.

He returned in the evening and
insisted on meeling Chawla, bul
security personnel refused him
entry.

Sharma then took out a bro-
ken glass bottle and stabbed
himselfl in the stomach. He was
taken to hospital.

Indians are passionate about
film.

The country produces about
900 movies a vear -- more than
any other nation -- and only
cricketers rival movie stars in the
celebrity stakes.

Yet another
‘honour'
killing

ISLAMABAD, Oct 20 : Two
Pakistanl boys aged 11 and [ive
are facing double murder charges
alter they allegedly slashed their
teenage sisters’ throats to protect
their family’s "honour.” a report
said today, reports AFP.

The boys murdered the girls,
aged 16 and 18, In thelr sleep on
Thursday lo stop “teasing” by
headmen Iin Dhadyan Chad
village, central Punjab province,
the News dally reported.

It did not explain what form of

" leasing the sisters were subjected

10 or why the bovs reacted so
violently, except that it was a
maltter of honour.

So-called “honour killings” of
women are common In Pakistan,
particularly in rural areas where
women are murdered or mull-
lated for bringing shame to thelr
famlilies.

Pakistan's military-led govern-
ment has vowed Lo crack down on
the practice, saying it has no
place in a modern Islamic society.

But human rights groups
including Amnesty International
say the police and judiciary often
have a lenient attitude towards
the killers.

Lanka braces for more

suicide bombing

Troops resist heavy LTTE onslaught

COLOMBO, Oct 20 : Sri Lan-
kan forensic experts today began
investigating a suicide bombing
that left three people dead and 21
wounded as police warned there
could be more devastating
attacks. reports AFP.

But police questioned whether
the attack blamed on the separat-
ist Liberation Tigers of Tamil
Eelam (LTTE) really meant to
target the town hall.

"The town hall could not have
been target of the attack.” a senior
police officer here said. "Obvi-
ously something went wrong for
them and we were lucky to have
averied a bigger tragedy.”

A police spokesman noted that
Thursday's bombing was the
fourth suicide bombing that had

apparently failed for Tamil Tigers
in the capital this year.

On September 15, a Tamil
Tiger suicide bomber detonated
explosives strapped to his body as
he was about to be body searched
by police outside the main eve
hospital here. A policeman and
six bystanders were killed.

Colombo's police deputy
inspector-general, Bodhl
Livanage. said they had informa-
tion thal at least 23 suicide bomb-
ers and another 15 of their sup-
porters had entered the capital
for more attacks.

Prime Minister Ratnasiri
Wickremanayake stressed the
need for additional precautions in
his first address to the new cabi-
net sworn in shortly after Thurs-

day's bombing.

Several roads in the capital
have been closed for fear of drive-
by bombings by the Tamil Tigers
who consider the suicide bomb-
ers, or Black Tigers, their "protec-
tive armour.”

Meanwhile, Government forces
repulsed a fresh onslaught by
Tamil Tiger guerrillas in Sri
Lanka's northern Jaffna penin-
sula amid heavy casuallies on
both sides, military officials here
said today.

The separatist Liberation
Tigers of Tamil Eelam (LTTE) tried
to use boats to land behind army
lines at Nagarkovil in the Jafina
peninsula, but were beaten back,
officials sald.

'Humanitarian flights to Iraq
more symbolic than useful’

UNITED NATIONS, Oct 20 :
Flights sent to Irag to test UN
sanctions have had minimal
effect on the humanitarian situa-
tion in the country, the United
Nations humanitarian coordina-
tor for Ilragse Tun Myvat, said
Thursday. reports AFP.

He also said that improve-
ments in food and health were
held back by the collapsing value
of the Iraqi currency and by holds
placed by the UN's sanctions
committee on contracts to import
electrical equipment.

Myat took over as coordinator
of the oil-for-food programme in
Iraq in April after Hans von
Sponeck resigned in protest at
what he called the "humanitarian
tragedy” caused by sanctions.

He told a news conference that
there had been “considerable
progress” in the food sector, and
every man, woman and child now
received 2,470 kilocalories a day.

According to UN data, in the
first half of the vyear,

received on average 1,990
kilocalories,

The new amount "should be
sufficient to sustain life,” Myat
said, but many people were sell-
ing their food rations in order to
buy clothes and other necessi-
ties.

“For many of them, food
rations represent the major part
of their income," he said, adding
that because of the falling
exchange rate, many people lived
on two or three dollars a month.

"That is whal a junior civil
servant would get,” he said.

Myat said that foreign flights
which began arriving in Iraq a
month ago had "given (Iraq) moral
support rather than anything
else.”

He said they carried only a
"miniscule” amount of cargo
compared with the 150,000-
200,000 tonnes of food and
equipment which Iraq imports “in
an average month” under the

Iragis . UN'soil-for-food programme.
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rebels killed at least three Russian servicemen in a new wave of hit-
taged across the rebel republic, Moscow news
reports said Friday. AFP says from Moscow.

One police officer shot dead in an overnight attack in the south-
ern village Argun, while another police officer was killed in Shali,
ITAR-TASS reported. The office of Kremlin spokesman Sergei
Yastrzhembsky further confirmed that one soldier died in hospital
Thursday following an ambush of a moving Russian column in

Dzhalka, a small settlement just south of the region’s administra-

tive center Gudermes.
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ASEM summit begins
amid street clashes

Seoul Declaration for Peace on Korean peninsula endorsed

SEOUL, Oct 20 : Aslan and
European leaders today opened a
summit that halled moves toward
peace on the Korean peninsula as
police battled anti-capitalism
demonstrators outside, reports
AFP.

President Kim Dae-Jung of
south Korea was pralsed by
leaders at the Asla-Europe Meet-
ing (ASEM) suminit, a week alter
he was awarded the Nobel Peace
Prize, for his work to bring the
rival Koreas together.

The 10 Aslan and 15 European
leaders also endorsed a Seoul
Declaration for Peace on the
Korean peninsula which
applauded steps taken since Kim
met the North's leader Kim Jong-
[l for a historic summit InJune.

"Leaders renewed their sup-
port for the process of rapproche-
menl and cooperation under way
between South Korea and North
Korea, and encouraged both
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sides to continue bullding on the
success of the summil for the
sake of peace and security In the
reglon,” sald the declaration.

It congratulated both Korean
leaders for their altempts to end
Cold War tension but China
flexed its diplomatic muscle 1o
force the removal of any reference
to weapons of mass destruction.

Outside the summit, about
2,000 demonstrators fought riot
police on the edge of a 1.5 km
radius securily cordon around
the summlit conference centre.,

Al least three students were
seen led away from Lhe scene with
head and face wounds after police
rained down baton blows on the
demonstrators who were armed
with their own makeshift batons.

Thousands of police with
shields and batons had blocked a
road Intersection (o stop the
banned rally by radical students
and union members marching on

the summit.

Protesters shouted slogans
such as "We oppose ASEM,” "We
oppose economic restrucluring.”
Amid growing fears of a new
economic crisis in South Korea,
they also called for an end to
imports Into South Korea to
protect jobs.

Students also staged running
demonstrations In subway sta-
tions near the summit and about
20 leaders of radical civic groups
briefly breached securily lines
around the summit conference
centre before being chased away
by police.

South Korea has mobllised
29,500 police Lo protect the two-
day summit which finishes Sat-
urday.

The authorities had appealed
for peaceful demonstrations in a
bid to prevent a repeat of violence
that erupted at the World Trade
Organisation meeting in Seattle

<
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last year and the World Bank
meetings in Prague last month,

The one approved rally saw
about 5.000 people gAther at the
Olymplc Park in Seoul, but
organisers had hoped to draw at
least 20,000 protesters. No trou-
bles were reported.

The summit was dominated by
North Korea's opening up to the
world after Britaln and Germany
annournced Thursday that they
would establish diplomatic rela-
tions with the communist state.
The Netherlands was expected to
follow with an announcement
Friday. diplomats said.

Inside the conference centre,
President Kim appealed for world
peace.

"Although conflicts are contin-
uing in various places in the
world, reconciliation and cooper-
ation are the common desires of
all people that will never fade,”
Kim said in his opening address.
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Police scuffle with radical demonstrators during a protest rally against ASEM summit in Seoul on Friday. More than 3,000 police with
riot shields and batons surrounded the anti-capitalist students and union members, while South Korean President Kim Dae-Jung
(2ndR) 1s seen on the screen as he listens to the speech by his French counterpart Jacques Chirac during the opening ceremony of the
third Asia-Europe Meeting (ASEM). Prime ministers and presidents from across Asia and Europe were gathering to formally open a
trans-continental summit amid an extraordinary mood of reconciliation towards North Korea.
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Russia seeks support | Pakistan to maintain its

for new Y'slav leader

MOSCOW, Oct 20 : Increased
international support for new
Yugoslav President Vojislav
Kostunica is “of primary impor-
tance’, Russian Foreign Minister
Igor Ivanov was quoted today as
sayving, reports AFP.

"It is necessary to lift sanctions
against Yugoslavia. The interna-
tonal community should again
support Yugoslavia and offer it
economic aid,” Ivanov said upon
his arrival in Bucharest.

‘Russia always wanted the
Balkans to be a zone of stability
and prosperity,” ITAR-Tass
reported Ivanov as saying.

He added that the UN-run
Yugoslav province of Kosovo was
not ready for democratic elec-
tions.

‘It cannot be normal condi-
tions when a significant portion of
Lthe local population cannot par-
ticipate in the elections,” Ivanov

sald, adding that some 230,000
people, mainly Serbs, were forced
to flee Kosovo during the recent
conflict. :

In Bucharest, Ivanov will
attend a conference of the Black
Sea economic cooperation group,
which Includes Azerbaijan, Alba-
nia, Armenia, Bulgaria. Greece,
Georgia, Moldova, Romania,
Turkey, Ukraine and Russia.

For the next six months, Rus-
sia will chair the group, set up in
1992 after the break-up of the
Soviet Union.

Last week the United States
and the European Union
announced the lifting of most of
the main sanctions imposed
against Serbia, the main province
of Yugoslavia.

Sanctions against ousted
president Slobodan Milosevic and
members of his regime remain in
place.

nuclear moratorium

ISLAMABAD, Oct 20 : Pakistan
said today it will not be the first
country to resume nuclear test-
ing provided its hand was not

forced by any “extraordinary”
development in the region,
reports AFP.

Islamabad conducted nuclear
weapons tests in May 1998 in
response to detonations by rival
neighbour India. Both countries
declared afterwards a morato-
rium on further testing.

"Pakistan will maintain its
moratorium until the coming into
force of the Comprehensive Test
Ban Treaty (CTBT)," foreign office
spokesman Riaz Mohammad
Khan told a press brieling.

But it "will have to review this if
there Is an extraordinary develop-
ment in the region,” he said,
apparently meaning a [resh
alomic lest by India.

He said Pakistan would take a
decision on the CTBT “on the

basis of our own interest and
assessment of the situation.”

Pakistan was engaged in a
process to evolve a national con-
sensus on the CTBT while awail-
ing removal of the "coercive'
atmosphere created by interna-
tional sanctions imposed afier
the tests.

"However, Pakistan will not be
the country which stands in the
way of entry into force of the
CTBT," he said.

Meanwhile, Israel should end
violence against the Palestinians
and seriously negotiate a settle-
menl in accordance with United
Nations resolutions, Pakistan
said today.

Tuesday's Sharm el-Sheikh
agreement requires Israel to "halt
violence and withdraw its troops
from Palestinian-conirolled
areas,” a foreign office spokes-
man said at a press briefing.

"But Israeli violence and provo-

Laos plane crash
kills eight

HANOI, Oct 20 : Elght people,
including a German, a
Singaporean and a South
African, were killed when a Lao
Aviation plane on a internal flight
crashed into the remole
northeastern mountains, airline
officials said today.

Four Indians were among nine
survivors from Thursday's crash
near the provincial capital of Xam
Neua. bul all were in critical
condition. an airline official told
AFP from Vientiane.
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Sikh protesters belonging to the regional National Akali Dal party shout anti-government glogans in
New Delhi yesterday during a protest against the recent deaths of two men in a New Delhi police
lockup last week which led to street rioting in the Indian capital. The city's law enforcement agencies
have come under attack for the unexplained deaths of up to six people following their detention by
local detectivesin the current year.

--AFP photo

Gore, Bush travel cautious
road on immigration

MIAMI, Oct 20 : More than 26
million immigrants in the United
Slates, the majority Hispanic,
hope that the Noveimnber 7 elec-
tion of a new president will better
their siluation, despite the fact
that immigration Is essentially
absent from the campaign,
reports AFP.

The Democratic candidate,
Vice President Al Gore, and his
Republican rival, Texas Governor
George W. Bush, have opted lor
vagueness, keeping a low prolile
on the controversial issue.

Only 13 percent of the US
population lavours Increasing
the number of immigrants
allowed into the country, accord-
ing to a September Gallup poll.

‘It's dangerous for Bush,
because the Republican base is
anti-immigrant, and it is danger-
ous [or Gore because immigrants

generally vote for the Democratic
Party, but he doesnt want to
draw attention to that,” said
Sergio Bendixen, of the polling
firm Hispanic Trends.

Cubans and Mexicans, due to
their large numbers, face compli-
cated immigration issues.

The majority of Cubans in the
United Stales are anti-Castro
exiles with relatives on the Island.
They have severely criticised US
policy which dictates that a
Cuban who reaches US soil can
apply to stay, but those appre-
hended at sea are sent back.

Neither Bush nor Gore have
expressed an Interest in chang-
ing the policy, in ellect since
migration agreements were
signed by Havana and Washing-
ton in 1994 and 1995. Until then,
the United States accepted all
Cuban immigrants.
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cation continues, causing deep
concern and indignation in the
[slamic world,” said spokesman
Riaz Mohammad Khan, adding
Pakistan was closely watching
developments. including the Arab
summit this weekend.

‘We. however, stand by
Palestinians and their cause.” he
said.

‘We hope Israel will halt vio-
lence and provocations and enter
into serious negotiations with
Palestinians for a permanent
settlement in accordance with the
United Nations resolutions.

Israeli Prime Minister Ehud
Barak and Palestinian leader
Yasser Aralat agreed (o a 48-hour
end of hostilities during the
Sharm el-Sheikh summit earlier
this week and the ceaselire dead-
line was later extended to Friday

Arafat received Pakistan's firm
backing when he met military

ruler General Pervez Musharral
here in August.

Republican presidential candidate George W Bush (L) shakes
hands with his Democratic opponent Al Gore (R) as Archbishop of
New ®York Edward Egan watches on Thursday at the Alfred
Emanuel Smith Memorial Foundation Dinnerin New York Citw.
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World conflicts killed
100,000 in past year

LONDON, Oct 20 : At least
100,000 people have died In
armed conflicts in the past year,
the majority of them In sub-
Saharan Alrica, according to the
International Institute ol Strate-
gle Studles (11SS), reports AFP,

Meanwhile Europe and the
United States argued over how to
react Lo the new strategic reall-
ties, the London-based 1SS said
in Its annual report, released
Thursday, on the world military
balance,

Wars and clvil unrest contin-
ued unabated in Africa, the Mid-
dle East, Latin America, notably
Colombla, and southeast Asia,
particularly Indonesia.

The Caucasus region, notably
Chechnya, and central Asla were
the scenes of unresolved and
persistent conlliet, It added.

However, around 60 percent of
the death toll came [rom sub-
Saharan Alrica, where conflicts
were recorded belween Ethiopla

and Eritrea, In central Africa,
Slerra Leone and southern
Sudan.

The 11SS noted "transatantic
tensions” belween Washingion
and its European allies as they
tried to reform their military
capabilities.

It said: "Differences have
arisen in particular, over US
plans for national missile delence
and sharing the burden of lorce
contributions to peacekeeping
operations.”

US and Western European
armed forces were overstretched
by commitments to peacekeeping
in the Balkans, Alrica and Asla,
the JISS added.

CM denies abaﬁdoning ‘
Kashmir autonomy bid

NEW DELHI, Oct 20 : The chiel
minister ol the troubled Indian
state of Kashmir, Farooq
Abdullah, rejected today sugges-
tions that he had abandoned his
demands lor regional autonomy,
reports AFP.

"We are moving forward and
hope that the issue will be solved
peacelully,” Abdullah said.

The minister's political oppo-
nents Thursday accused his
ruling National Conference party
In Kashmir ol "surrendering” to
central government pressure 1o
shelve the autonomy issue.

Abdullah, who was Inaugurat-
ing a seminar in New Delhi,
emphasised thal autonomy was
the only way to make India strong

and vibrant.

Autonomy does nol mean,
secession from the country and, ¢

in lact. this would make New
Delhi more strong.” Abdullah
sald,

Devolution Is necessarv and
the central government should
make suitable arrangements
while reviewing the constitution,
he added.

In June this vear, the National
Conference pushed through a
resolution in the state assembly
demanding complete autonomy
for Kashmir, except in the areas of
foreign affairs, finance and
delence.

The Indlan cabinet rejected the

proposal on July 4, saying it was
a first step towards secession.




