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A Boost to US-Bangla
Relations

T HERE were four elements to the back
agains

ound
t which Bangladesh Prime inister
Sheikh Hasina's state visit to the United States of
| America was set. First ol all, there was the need to
pick up the threads from Bill Clinton's visit to
Dhaka as part of his South Asian odyssey earlier
on. Secondly, the US expressly valued her ties
with Bangladesh whom she considered to be a na-
tion with considerable potential to grow out of its
poverty entrapment. Thirdly, on certain issues like
gas export, construction of private container ter-
minal near Patenga. labour union rights at the
EPZ. extradition of Bangabandhu's killers a for-
ward foothold needed to be reached. Finally, new
areas of cooperation had to be identified and
worked upon if the existing cordial and friendly
ties were to be given greater depth, dimension or
spatial diversity.

All in all, deeper down her rather poverty-
stricken exterior Bangladesh's avowed pursuit of
democracvy and her peace-keeping role at the
world's troubled spots make her a fitting case, in
our modest opinion, for a round of not merely ap-
plause but concrete support in shape of invest-
ment, technical assistance and trade access.

The joint communique issued at the end of Ha-
sina-Clinton meeting in Washington on Thursday,
is a portrayal of a certain point of maturation
reached in the US-Bangla relationship over time. It
is featured by exploratory. definitive and forward-
looking elements which need to be followed up
through what has been envisaged as ‘continuing
constructive consultation’ between government of-
ficials and private sector leaders of both countries.

The formulation on gas sounds positive with im-
portance being attached to estimating Bangla-
desh's gas resources and treating the latter as a
vital input for the country's development and im-
provement of the lives of people.

It is good to note that both sides have welcomed
the progress achieved in negotiations on two differ
ent questions: conclusion of an extradition treaty
with the USA in connection with return of the con-
victed fugitive Kkillers in Bangabandhu assassina-
tion case and building a new container terminal
the Chittagong seaport.

Significantly also the research assistance being
offered to contain arsenic contamination in Bang-
ladesh goes down very well with.

There are basically two areas we would like to
lend a special focus around in view of the potential
these hold to put us on road to global market inte-
gration which we need to achieve for a meaningful
entrv into the new millenium mould. First and
foremost, it is the removal of quota restrictions on
31 categories of garments that we seek along with
their duty free access. Beyond that we want pref-
erential treatment to such items as canned food,
hosiery, silk products. packed tea. spices, jewel-
lery, leather and leather goods and travel goods as
an LDC which is not without precedent.
Cooperation with the US in the IT sphere is the
most coveted thing for us. For our linkage with the
international IT infrastructure we certainly need
the submarine fibre optic cable in the Bay of Ben-
gal coupled with an appropriate telecom infra-
structure but in none of these can we make any
headway unless we have developed a huge pool of
IT personnel. They should work here, they ought to
gain entry into the US market as well to fling all
doors opéen to progress.

Welcome End to CAAB
Slumber

F INALLY, the Civil Aviation Authority in Bang-
ladesh (CAAB) has decided to launch an or-
chestrated ‘cleansing’ operation to rid the Zia In-
ternational Airport (ZIA) of ‘resident’ vagrants and
people ‘loitering with intent’. Regrettably, one re-
porter of the BBC Bengali Service had to be
mugged and roughed up in the early hours of
Tuesday, that too just a few paces away from a po-
lice patrol van, before the CAAB slumber came to
an end. Nevertheless, the positive side of it is that
the effort towards redress has so far been decisive
and definitive. The authorities have over the years
shown a rather routine inclination to such knee-
jerk measures as increasing number of police per-
sonnel in and around the ZIA. largely unnecessary
security checks at a few points leading to and
out of the airport and even more unwarranted re-
striction on vehicular movement. This time around,
quite encouragingly, some measure of organised
thought seems to have gone behind the whole op-
eration. Engagement of as many as 15 different se-
curity agencies to turn the international airport
into a crime-free zone bears testimony to this.

However, there are certain things that the peo-
ple in charge of planning and execution must con-
stantly bear in mind. As one official at the airport
has rightly pointed out, the criminal and anti-
social elements do “keep a low profile” when such
drives are on only to resurface once the initial en-
thusiasm dies down. In effect, therefore, the per-
petrators remain beyond the hand of law. There-
fore. such operations should be sustained for
much longer duration than we have seen before.
| There is no reason to doubt that well-organised
gangs are controlling the criminal and anti-social
activities In and around the airport. It is highly
likely that they have their own men on the CAAB
itself who are not essentially lower-level employees.
Also, there is the distinct possibility of the opera-
tion being controlled by people outside the instal-
lation with the blessing of socially and politically
influential individuals.

We are glad that the authorities have finally
undertaken the ‘cleansing’ operation with a degree
of seriousness never seen before and, needless to
say, hardly expected of them. The current drive is
highly likely to bump into a series of extra-
professional impediments. Nevertheless, the job
needs to be done and done now. Already the situa-
tion has taken embarrassing proportions. Further
indifference could push the problem to a point be-
yond control and immune to any remedial meas-
ure. What could be more pathetic than the fact
that passengers arriving on late-night flights take
no “chances and sleep on the sofas and chairs and

o home in the morning"? What could be more
shameful than the fact that the victims don’t lodge

|

t in fear of getting doubly ‘victimised'?
any complain g g by

Nu leader of any state entity
with even minimum of
commitment to peace
could ever agree to authorise
milllary attacks against another
stale entity, indeed a peace part-
ner, regardless of the nature of
violence on the ground by some
agerieved people. Even killing of
two undercover Israell security
men, who were in the unauthor-
ised area, by a mob and not by
Palestinian police  could not
warrant such -an abominable
action Irom Israel's military. It Is
military. It Is recognised that the
killing of the undercover security
men was savage and inhuman,
but the Kkilling by the Israel's
security  forces ol a 12-year
Palestinian boy Mohammad who
was trying to hide in the lap of his
[ather was even more savage
and inhuman, He was only one of
dozens of Palestinian teen-agers
Killed by the Israell security
forces. In two and hall weeks'
violence about 100 Palestinians
and Arab Israelis were klilled by
the Israelis. The UN Human
Rights Group bhas already
accused Israel of 'war crimes”
against Palestinian people.

It has been recognised by the
UNSC by a resolution that Ariel
Sharon's visit to the holy sites
was a “provocation” and there
was ‘excessive use of force” by
Israel against Palestinians., The
US abstained though it was not
happy with the resolution but did
not velo the resolution appar-
ently to send a signal to Israel
that the facts given by the UNSC
were not something that could
be challenged. The US President
did the right thing by allowing
the resolution to pass through
the UNSC. Indeed. the peace that
prevailed for several vears In the
redion and the trust thal grew
between the leaders of the two
peoples the Paleslinians and the
[sraells  were suddenly and
deliberately destroyed by Ariel
Sharon's visit to the sites holy to
the Muslims. This visit was
undoubtedly a "provocation” that
led to Palestinian protests. The
protest indeed involved, as
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Israeli and Palestinian Leaders
Siin_g Violence'

Palestinians have now suffered over 100 deaths and

proved to the world that sovereignty of East Jerusalem and particularly that of the sites holy to the Mus-
lims is something that cannot be compromised. An early recognition of this truth, however unpalatable it

might be to some others,

——

thousands and thousands before but they have again

would certainly help any future peace negotiations.

usual, stone throwing by Pales-
tinlan youths which could not
warrant the use ol live bullets
against them. This led to several
deaths and indeed there was no
carthly reason lor the use of live
ammunition against stone
throwing crowd. Israel knew well
that even one death would esca-
late violence and various reports
show that even on the first day
there were as many as seven
deaths in and around the holy
places. Therefore, Israel used
excessive force baslcally against
the stone throwing Palestinlan
crowd. In view of this, Israel is
seen as the one responsible for
starting the violence in the first
place through one of Its leaders'
visit that led to the protest and
also for escalating the violence.
When the situation went out ot
control, the US, the UN and inter-
national community came for-
ward to help stem the violence,
The UN Secretary General Kofi
Annan was the tirst to arrive at
the troubled area followed by
Russia, Brilain, EU and others.
Of course, President Mubarak
and King Abdullah were already
working to help contain the
situation. Kofli Annan worked
very hard and his shuttle diplo-
macy lor the lirst week is cer-
tainly Jaudable but could not
bring any real reduction in the
level of violence on the ground
except some lull for a couple of
hours. Indeed, worst happened
later. Apparently to take revenge
for the killing of a 12-year old
boy, two ol the undercover secu-
rity men were lynched by an
angry Palestinian mob though
Palestinian police tried to save
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them. Israel's mil| responded
by aerlal attack on the Palestin-
lan positions and particularly
against police posts something
uncalled for and certainly not
befitting for a slate's armed
forces and brought the area to
the brink of war.

In the backdrop of this, the
emergency  summit was con-
vened by President Hosni
Mubarak at Red Sea resort of

Sharm-el ~ticikli  on Oclober
16, 2000. President Clinton was
inviled to lead the summit sup-
ported by King Abdullah I of
Jordan, UN Secretary General
Kofi Annan, EU Security Chief
Javier Salana. The summit was
presided over by President Hosnl
Mubarak. The summit's negoti-
ating atmosphere was obviously
very lense. President Arafat and
Prime Minister Barak reportedly
had a courtesy handshake but
later sat across the table and had
no further direct communica-
tlons. The talks were however,
through President Clinton and
President Mubarak. One can
see the amount of damage
inllicted even on the leaders
personal relationship which Is
vital for the resumption of any
peace talks.

However, because of President
Clinton's personal commitment
to Middle East peace, he obvi-
ously pressured both Barak and

alat to agree (o the "statement
of understanding” which was,
however, unsigned. At the end of
hastily called and hurriedly
finished 28-hour summit, Pres|-
dent Clinton read out the state-
ment which saild that Prime
Minister Barak and President

Arafal agreed to make public
slatements "unequivocally call-
ing for an end to the violence" and
to take “immediate and concrete
measures (o end the current
confrontation, eliminate points of
frictions, ensure an end to vio-
lence and Incitement. maintain
calm and prevent recurrence of
recent events." President Arafat
reportedly agreed (o re-arrest the
Hamas militants released from
Palestinian jalls and disarm the
militla faction Tanzim of his
own Fattah Group.

Agreeing to a "slatement” in
the Golf resort of the Red Sea Is
one thing and Implementing the
same In the volatile areas where
the age-old frustrated people are
in charge is another. However,
the leaders went back to their
respective areas. Though Barak

leaders must
efforts, The violence would
quickly come down If Prime Min-

—— ——

has his political problems at
home, still It's somewhat easy for
him to ask his security forces to
observe the deal bul for Arafat it's
an uphlill task to convince the
agitated Palestinians who lost
their men and children In the
hands ol Israell forces.

For the sake of peace both
make honest

e

Ister Barak asks his forces to

lecave the troubled areas with

their tanks and other equipment

without waiting for the Palestin-

lan youths (o stop throwing
stones. In other words, to help

the situation Israell forces must

make moves first and go out of
sight of the Palestinlans and

remain so for sometime till the

situation returns to normal.

Tough some redeployment has
taken place, still the Israelf secu-

rity forces are all around. It has
been reported that some eight
Palestinian suspects for the
murder of two Israell undercover
men have been arrested In
Ramallah by Shin Beth and
Israell undercover men. This
shows that Israell undercover
men to move about in the Pales-
tinlan areas without
authorisation. All these have
been apparently responsible for
continuation of stone throwing
and other types of violence. In
any case, for a meaningful out-
come of Sharm agreement, Arafat
has also Lo go out of his way to
beg his people Lo show restraint
and give him another chance to
work for peace. He must tell the
stone throwing crowd that they
are no malch to the Israel's most

e e e e

modern and well equipped army:
they can only face dealﬁfs it has
been happening all along, -

Hamas leaders siting in the
air-conditioned rooms can Incite
violence, but they don't face the
bullets. The bullets are faced by
the stone-throwing youths,
Indeed, this unfortunate episode,
created by Arlel Sharon, has put

the tists on both sides, who

have opposed to the
process, again in the Iorcgr?;lc.
Thus the situation on the ground
is still very volatlle and because
of the deaths the mood is still very
dangerous on Palestinian side.
Again lIsrael has given 48-hour
notice Lo the Pal d?umans k:;g

in view the Friday 2 E-l‘%
is not the right waymc the
situation. The oyment of
the Israeli forces has to be done
first and must start immediately
for any improvement of the situa-
tion.

It's encouraging that the secu-
rity officials of both sides sup-
ported by US securily have
started mt'elln‘(i with a view to
having a joint plan that can help
stem the violence. It has to be a
joint effort. Unless Lthe situation
Is reversed quickly, it's not only
the Palestinians who will lose, the
Israelis will also lose heavily in
terms of peace and security and
relations with some of the Arab
countries. The Arab summit has
already started its work at the
Foreign Ministers level and may
be some of these Arab countries
would be pressured to limit or
even sever diplomatic relations
with Israel apart from cutling the
economic relations. The US may
also suffer in the Arab countries
due toIsrael's folly.

Palestinians have now suf-
fered over 100 deaths and thou-
sands and thousands before but
they have again proved to the
world that sovereignty of East
Jerusalem and particularly that
of the sites holy to the Muslims is
something that cannot be com-
promised. An early recognition of

this truth, however unpalatable
it might be to some others, would

certainly help any future peace
negouations.

OPINION

Gas Export : Boon or Bane?

that the life-blood of Bangla-

desh economy is gas. In 1993,
natural gas met 68 per cent of the
country’'s primary commercial
energy requirements against that
of 25 per cent by imported oil, 4
per cent by hydroelectricity and 3
per cent by imported coal. The
dependency of the commercial
sector on natural gas has all the
more increased since then with
the setting up of more electricity
generating plants, fertilizer facto-
ries, other Kinds ol industries as
well as expansion of the domestic
requirements lor cooking, elc.
The average daily requirement ol
¢as has increased from 650 mil-
lion metric cubic feet per day
(mmcld) in 1993 o 900 mmcld at
present. In other words, there has
been an average annual increase
by about 5.5 per cent. This
increase has been a modest one
due to sluggish industrial growth
over the past couple of years.
Moreover, even today 95 per cent
of the country’s population is still
out of the network of gas supply
and 80 per cent have no access to
electricity. Due to multifarious
factors, therefore, our per capita
consumption of energy is still the
lowest in South Asia, about one-
fifth that of India and Pakistan.
S0 there is indeed enough scope
for expansion of the gas market
within Bangladesh by setting up
more gas-based lertilizer plants
and increasing supply in power
generalion seclor. Besides, we
can also go for other innovative
gas based industries and provide
citizens with cheap, clean and
environmentl [riendly fuel both for
home use and use in vehicles in
the form of compressed natural
gas (CNG).

Presently, each of the quarters
concerned the International oil
companies (IOC’'s), powerlul
foreign governments and donor
agencies are speculating on our
probable and actual reserve
(including recoverable reserve) of
gas. Their estimates vary widely
from 12/13 trillion cubic feet of
proven reserve (o anything up to
33/35 trillion cubic feet of undis-
covered reserve. Meanwhile, a

IT would not be far wrong (o say

U.S. geological survey team has
been engaged in Bangladesh to
assess with some degree of cer-

Dr. Iftikhar-ul-Awwal

tainty the actual quantum of gas
reserve. Unfortunately, however,
such study would hardly be
acceptable to the people in gen-
eral as it is believed that they are
interested in export of gas from
Bangladesh. The estimates would
thus be suspect [rom the very
beginning. The survey work, to be
credible, needed to be conducted
such party as constituted with
approval of the government of
Bangladesh. Only after a study of
the fact-finding committee's
report can the Bangladesh pov-
ernment decide (parliamentary
sanclion is also a must) whether
lo exporl gas or conserve it for
future generations.

In this connection, we should
remember that all the major
political parties in Bangladesh
are in agreement not to export gas
if the quantity falls short of
national requirements for the
next fifty years. If the rate of con-
sumption of natural gas in Ban-
gladesh increases, say at 10 per
cent per year over the present
consumption of .33 trillion cubic
feet, it is almost certain that we
cannot export our ‘golden egg'.
The supply would possibly be
exhausted by the year 2020 or so.
Therelore, even if the guess esti-
mate of 33/35 TCF of undiscov-
ered gas be taken as correct, the
future need which lies principally
on the expansion of industrial
activities would debar us from
exporting natural gas. In this
connection, it would be pertinent
to remember that the country Is
not amply blessed with other
valuable and easily accessible
natural resources either. How
can we then export our 'engine of
growth'?

Strategic reasons also stand
out prominently against gas
export. We would indeed .be
placed in a vulnerable position if
we become wholly dependent on
imported oil, the price of which iIs
also rising in the international
market beyond our capacity to
pay. This together with the [act
that it needs to be imported from
foreign sources by ships over vast
distances would make its landing
difficult specially during periods
of war and hostility. Further-
more, once we start exporting gas
through pipelines (the most cost

effeclive way, according to the
international oil companies),
Bangladesh would find it
extremely difficult to regulate its
production and distribution. We
would indeed be at the mercy of
foreigners.

Yet, sadly enough, interna-
tional pressure is mounting on
Bangladesh for creating a wider
outlet for its gas. The interna-
tional oil companies and senior
government officials from foreign
countries are busy creating
amongst us an awareness about
the crucial role that gas export
can play in the economic develop-
ment ol Bangladesh. They are
pointing to lack of initiative on the
part of bureaucrats (o bring in
necessary reforms in the energy
sector and castigating our politi-
cal leadership for their immature
stand on the issue that confront
them. The President of the Ameri-
can Chamber of Commerce even
suggested linking of our apparel
exports to U. S. market with that
of gas export.

The prescriptions of the vested
interest groups in favour of gas
export must be countered. It is
our sacred duty to mobilize public
opinion through holding of meet-
ings and symposiums, work-
shops and seminars and dissemi-
nate its deliberations promi-
nently in the media. Professional
groups as well as the government
can bring out pamphlets, leaflets
and booklets to educate the gen-
eral public about the baneful
effects of gas ri. Terms and
conditions of the production
sharing contracts (PSC) must
also be reviewed and renegotiated
as some of these are apparently
against our national interest. For
example, why should we have to
purchase our own gas at the
international market price? The
production sharing contacts
should also spell out clearly that
natural gas. in whichever form it
might be, cannot be exported
without the express sanction of
Parliament and the Government.
Bangladesh Petroleum Explora-
tion Company (BAPEX) should
also have an assigned role in this
regard.

The writer is a Professor and
Chairman. Department of Hislory,
Dhaka University.

The revenge of
history?

Sir, The way the autocratic
genocidal president Milosevic of
Yugoslavia was [irmly removed
after a decade of ethnic cleansing
iIs nol surprising, as this is the
Age of Change, and many other
Milosevics will have to go in other
parts of the world, Too much evil
Is presiding over human destl-
nies in different theatres of the
emerging nations, and In con-
trolled developed countries and
regions (like the Balkans). This Is
the way a new world order comes
into existence, and it Is high time
it does.

The history of civillsation is
replete with revenge campalgns
by succeeding generations in the
occupled areas; sometimes the
actlon taking place even centu-
ries after the initial conquests. In
the Indian subcontinent, the
partition of India In 1947 was
due to historical causes originat-
ing from the Muslim invasion of
the Mughals several centuries
earlier. The (British) Common-
wealth is a legacy of the past

glory of the British empire. The
campalign of genocide slarted by
Yugoslavia a decade ago looks
like a retaliation against the
triumphs of the Ottoman empire,
which ruled the Balkans lor
several centuries.

The Palestine issue appears to
be in the closing phase of do or
die. Is the US feeling tired of
carrying this Israell burden for
centuries? There are other
greener political pastures (focus
on South Asia and big China
market). The oll dividends are
becoming critical, and interna-
tional brokerage levers in the
Middle East might show up some
surprises in the near [uture (the
bombing of the US destroyer In
Aden port Is a new phase In
discontentment).

The Christians and the Mus-
lims have (o sit down sooner or
later to come to some agreement
over world affalrs, as these two
largest religious communities
have a burden of responsibility
on how the world will live in the
future, China and India have
more than two billlon people, but
with what type of distant vision,

when the lloating World Brother-
hood concept still remains a
dream? To look up and change
the myopic concentration eco-
nomic freedom must be avallable
at the foundation level--- to
dissolve the entity known as the
Third World.

The renalssance of Bengal Is
also in the offing, and Bangla-
desh has its share ol the contri-
bution; hence the political lead-
ership Is crucial at this stage of
the start of the journey into the
Unknown. The new leadership
must have clear and powerful
vision, unclouded by local and
subjective expediencies.

Zoom politics, or telescoplc
politics? These exercises will
come later after the normal
vision Is corrected. The problem
is with the political squint, some-
times double vision. The right to
survival Is recognised, but its
technical implementation carries
thorns and traps. Global leader-
ship Is at a premium today; but
hope survives, naked and trans-
parent. -

A Husnain
Dhaka

Ensuring Good Governance at
Grassroots Level

Bani Amin Md Shabuktagin

OOD governance has

become a hot subject in

LDCs. Day by day the
intellectuals, bureaucrats and
clvil society are accepting the
spirit of the concept and concep-
tualizing it in their own experi-
ence and environment. In this
writeup an attempt has been
made to understand the concept
of governance, good'governance
etc. on one hand and the obsta-
cles in achieving good gover-
nance in Bangladesh on the
other. It has also been tried to
identify the possible measures
that may help establish democ-
racy and good governance at the
grassroots.

In general sense, governance
is the exercise of political power
to manage a nation's affairs.
Today, governance is seen as a
reflection of the role of the state
in gtvin% direction to the develop-
ment of a country and political
regime. So the nature and quality
of governance depends on its
policy choices and capability to
implement these choices.

Intellectuals are divided on the
issue what good governance
really means while universal
delinition of good governance has
not been developed for various
reasons. In general sense, good
governance means an ideal gov-
erning system that is inevitable
for polilical, economic, social and
cultural development of a coun-
try. lIdeal governing system
means the ideal orientation of a
state that works best to achieve
self-reliance, sustainable devel-
opment and social justice, and
the ideal functioning of govern-
ment that operates most ellec-
tively.

Elements of good gover-
nance: According to scholars,
the elemerits ol good governance
tend to vary from country Lo
country. However, there are some
common e¢lements which are
necessary for establishing good
governance In a country., These
may be interpreted as the follow-
ing:

Political accountability which
comes mostly through credible
electoral processes;

Freedom of association and
participation that ensure greater
roles of civil society and greater
involvement of beneliciaries in
development planning and
implementation process:

A sound judicial system which
is independent and maintains
equity for all before law:

Bureaucratic accountably and
transparency that make public
officials answerable in the man-
agement of public funds;

Freedom of and access to
information related to govern-
ment activities:

Capacity building of the
public including administrative
reform.

Beslides the above ingredients,
the broader concept also
includes democratization, rule of
law, culs in military expenditure,
probity and human rights as
elements of good governance.

Obstacles in the way of good
governance: Scveral lactors are
considered as obstacles in the
way of good governance in Ban-
gladesh. The major factors are
corruption, Inefficiency of
bureaucracy, political interfer-
ence in administration, improper
and non-observance of rule of
law, etc.

Corruptior: Corruption is a big

obstacle in the way of good gover-
nance in Bangladesh. It pro-
motes the interest of a few over
many. Since corruption is ram-
pant so that the investment has
been slowed down, it impeded
growth and prevented a fair
distribution of wealth. The most
negative result of rampant cor-
ruption is that it worsens the law
and order situation, which is an
important prerequisite for devel-
opment.

Inefficiency of bureaucracy:
The bureaucracy of Bangladesh
is not efficient In management.
The reasons are many. The major
reasons are ils existing trend
which is not favourable to
democracy and good governance;
the capacity of policy implemen-
tation is r, and there are no
effective measures to make the
public officials accountable and
transparent to the people.

Political interference in admin-
istratiorv The administration is
always influenced by ruling party
in Bangladesh. So nepotism is
widespread and administration
cannot take any free and fair
decision. Political interference is
a main cause of breeding faction-
alism in bureaucracy. And this
factionalism has led to demoral-
ization, utter negligence of work
and often serious tension among
the bureaucrats.

Nepotisim: The daily require-
ment of mass people in Bangla-
desh is confined to Dal Bhat. But
even this can be obtained only if
the rulers are honest. less ambi-
tious and free from nepotism.
Unfortunately, the rulers of
Bangladesh pursue nepotism.
They give privilege and undue
advantage to their family mem-
bers. kiths and kins on public
resources so the mass people
remain deprived and marginal-
ised and the process is continu-
ing with regime after regime.

So unless the rulers and their
administration are [ree [rom
nepotism, good governance will
always be a far cry.

Improper and non-observance
of rule of law: The mass people of
Bangladesh think that the rule of
law is just not in practice in Ban-
gladesh. They do not rely on the
government in terms of applica-
tion of rule law. It is said that
laws are there bul these are
applied only in favour ol privi-
leged people or class. As a result,
justice suffers and is denied to
the common people. And this
environment affects outright the
basic rights of the poor and the
social peace eludes although that
is an important aspect of good
governance.

Lack of srmwooth_flow of resource
and its improper utilization: The
fund flow is not smooth to the
local government, especially the
UP. Besides, this fund is nol
always ultilized properly and very
oflen diverted to other perposes.
So the ordinary people cannot get
the benefits and this obviously
affects the efforts, if any, of
ensuring good governance. Pos-
sible measures to ensure
governance at the grassrools
should be undertaken ensu
proper flow and utilization o
resources.

Measures for e
governance: There is a debate on
the measures for ensuring good
governance. The debate is very
strong among the local and west-
ern scholars or experts. The local
scholars criticise the western

experts that they are biased
with the donors and aid agencies
that do not properly understand
the priorities. Al the same time
we see Lthere is a consensus on
some major aspects of good
governance, which are i) trans-
parency;: ii) .responsibil-
ity/accountability; iii) freedom
of individual and collective
expression: iv) freedom of justice
lo make ellective application of
rule ol law everywhere.

These crileria are interactive
and interdependent. In case of
Bangladesh, establishing
these criteria is dependent on
the proper handling and removal
nlf the above-mentioned obsta-
cles.

Ensuring at the grassroots:
We should work at all levels to
ensure good governance, but
priority should be given to grass-
roots level that means the local
government level. Here, the
focus is only on the Union
Parishad (UP). One thinks the
following measures can be taken
{u e:ilsure good governance at UP
evel:

* Strengthen civil society /NGO
so that collective action can be
taken to sustain the democratic
Process.

* Educate people about their
rights and duties so that their
capacity increases and they come
forward to cooperate in the
state's aflairs.

*Ensure people's participation
in decision making so that more
people can involve themselves in
development activities.

*Ensure smooth flow of fund
and proper utilization of that
fund. Give legal authority to
Union Parishad so that they can
collect taxes and local resources.
Union Parishads should be
empowered (o the extent that
they can contact and make con-
tract, if and when required. with
different agencies independently.

* Ensure proper implementa-
tion of laws related to local gov-
ernment.

* Make the representatives
of UP capable of management
of development projects by
giving them management train-
ing and create such environment
as to make the women UP
members involve themselves
more in handling development
projects.

* Increase honorarium of the
UP Chairman and members in
order to motivate them to work
more.

* Make the process of govern-
ing accountable and transpar-
ent.

* Review and modily the role of
the ministry of LGD, as required

Conclusion: Sincere elforts in
implementing the above-
mentioned programme can rein-
force accountability, Utranspar-
ency and management [unctions
of the Union Parishads. That
inter alla, will enhance the peo-
ple’s participation In decision
making process so that the devel-
opment activities will be sustain-
able and mass people will have
access to the government's
resources and facilittes for opti-
mum utiisation.

We are, however, hopeful that a
number of government and non-
government agencies have taken
such programmes. Let us see how
much of that they implement and
when, to usher in an era of good
governance in reality.
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