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. blamed his rival

for

the recent flood which, he said,
over 1,000 lives and

ted more 25 million people in

Bt;n@l‘s Deputy Chief
nister BuddhadevS

Bangladesh delegation in Cal-
cutta on October 14, called the
flooding a natural calamity.

said there was a similar
flooding In 1977, just six months
before the election, and this time
also flood took place six months
before the polls.

He rejected the claim of the
West Bengal government about
heavy rain.

Panja said his Trinamul Con-
gress has demanded early elec-
tion in February instead of May.

Talking at length about some
‘trifling’ issues that pose as
grritant to the Indo-Bangla rela-
tions, he sald he has taken per-
sonal initiative for ratification to
implement, the Mujib-Indira

ment of 1974, border
demarcation and solution to the
enclaves' problem.

He said the joint commission
meeting must take place immedi-
ately so that all issues could be
discussed and a peaceful solution
und.

About Dhaka-Agartala bus

r ce and rall communications

between Bangladesh and West
Bengal, Panja said the wunion
government has agreed in princi-
ple on both the issues and Is now
awaiting a reply from the Bangla-
desh side.

Top priority has been given (o
these issues, he said. adding: "We
want to remove all barriers that
come in the way of our friendly
relations.”

Immediate solution to these

Please see page 8 for What's

on today, Tomorrow, Weather
and Here & There.

Japanese Embassy
Minister calls on

Mannan Bhuiyan
By Staff Correspondent

Newly appointed Minister at
the Japanese Embassy Kivokazu
OTA called on BNP secretary

Abdul Mannan Bhuiyan
at his party central office vester-
cay morning.

They discussed various bilat-
"ll. regional and international
ijssues of common concern.
Among other issues, Bangla-
desh's current political situation
was also discussed at the meet-
ing, said a press release.

The Minister informed the BNP

general that Japan has
always been considering Bangla-
desh as one of its development

partner.

Proshika provides
Tk 2.58 cr more

for flood victims

Proshika has provided an
additional amount of Tk 2.58
crore for reliel and rehabilitation
of the flood victims of the south-
western districts of the country,
reports BSS.

With this amount, Proshika's
total assistance for flood-hit
people rose to Tk 3.5 crore.

The additional amount of Tk
2.58 crore was sanctioned at an
emergency meeting held at
Proshika Bhaban yesterday with
its president Dr Quazi Faruque
Ahmed in the chair.

With this amount post-flood
relief and rehabilitation activities
would be conducted in 100
unions of the affected districts of
the country. Under this

me, Taka 1.47 crore will

spent for relief distribution

ile Taka two crore and three

would be spent for post-flood
rehabilitation.

Proshika is also providing
medicare services lo the needy
people. treatment (o the live-
stock. fodder for animals under

its rellef mmes.
Under the programme,
Proshika is distributing foods

among 3200 affected families of
seven unions of Meherpur and
seven unions of Gangni.

from its own activities in 30
unions, Proshika will provide
financial help to 45 local NGOs to
conduct post-relief rehabilitation
activities.

In additon to relief o tion,
the flood-affected le would
be provided with Interest-free
loan, seeds and other agricultural
inputs. Besides, the damaged
educational institutions will be
reconstructed.

Damaged tubewells will also be
repaired under this programme,

JS body on
fisheries ministry
meet held

standing com-
ﬁﬂitﬁc on fisheries and livestock
ministry yesterday adopted a
report of the number three sub-
commitiee on the frregularity
regarding the appomtment of
Director General of livestock
directorate, reports BSS.

The commitiee in a meeting
presided over by its chalrman
ASM Feroz also requested the

minisiry to take proper action on
this matter,

The meeting directed the live-
stock and fisheries ministry to
investigate and prepare a report
on irregular promotion and wast-
age ol government's fund at the
fourth fisheries project of fisher-
lesdirectorate.

hMan-made flood

issues would help both countries
to concentrate on economic
development, he said,

“About gas, he said the Indian
market is ready to take gas from
Bangladesh, whenever Bangla-
desh agrees.”

He, however, denied an allega-
tion that the gas (ssue would be
tagged with other Issues.

“We've great demand for gas In
India, but we also want that Ban-
gladesh should export gas after
fulfilling its own demand,” he
added.

Replying to a question, Panja
said the present Indian govern-
ment upholds the principle of
secularism.

He said the government spent
Rs 1,380 million for Hajj pilgrims.

This vear, 1.20 lakh Muslims
would go to Saudi Arabla to per-
form holy Hajj and of them,
90,000 would go under govern-
ment arrangement.

Responding to another ques-
tion, Panja sald Bangladesh
Prime Minister's remark in the
UN Millennium Summit as
regards military Intervention was
a bold one. "India will never sup-
port grabbing of power in undem-
ocratic way.”

About arrest of a Killer of
Bangabandhu reportedly hiding
in India, he said he does not have
any information, but added "we
will do evervthing, whatever

desh wants in nabbing the
Kkiller of Mujib.”

Later in the afternoon. Waler
Resources Minister Arjun Charan
Sheti told the Bangladesh jour-
nalists that the recent flood In
Bangladesh was due to unprece-
dented rainfall within a short
time. Similar type of flood took
place In Orissa last vear, he said.

About the Joint River Commis-
sion (JRC) meeting, he said it
might take place in Dhaka in the
first or second week of January
next.

He said after the Ganges Water
Sharing Treaty in 1996 every-
thing was functioning smoothly.

The Indian Water Resources
Minister said his country is ready
and prepared (o provide any type
of assistance to Bangladesh for
constructing the proposed Gan-

Wahiduddin
Mahmud
hospitalised

Former Adviser ol Caretaker
Government and an eminent
economist of the country Prol.
Wahiduddin Mahmud. who was
admitted to the Sikder Medical
College Hospital here following a
heart attack, last night, is now
improving, family sources said
yesterday reports BSS.

Prof. Mahmud suffered heart
attack at his residence here last
night and he was immediately
rushed to the Sikder Medical
College Hospital. He is now under
the care of Dr. Shams Mahmood.

The family members of Prof
Mahmud on doctor's advice have
requested all relations, well-
wishers and admirers not to visit
him at the hospital but to pray to
the Almighty Allah for his early
recovery.

Swedish envoy
calls on DU VC

Swedish Ambassador to Ban-
gladesh Anders Johnson paid a
courtesy call on Dhaka University
Vice Chancellor Prof AK Azad
Chowdhury at his office yester-
day, reports UNB.

They discussed matters of
mutual interest, particularly the
academic aclivities of Dhaka
University and possibilities of
exchange programmes and col-
laborative research programmes
between Dhaka University and
the universities in Sweden.

Counsellor and Deputy Head
of Mission In Dhaka Dr Anders
Granlund was also present.

JU employees'
strike mars
academic

atmosphere

SAVAR, Oct 19: The on-going
strike of the class three employ-
ees of Jahangirnagar University
(JU) to press for time-scale and
promotions has created a stale-
mate in the normal academic
activitles of the university ahead
of upcoming first year honours
admission tests and course final
examinations of various depart-
ments, reports BSS.

The agilating employees today
extended their sit-in demonstra-
tion programme till October 23
and have threatened stoppage of
varsity transportation from Oclo-
ber 24 if their demands are not
met by then.

The varsity central library and
seminar libraries remained
closed for the strike causing
serious disruptions of normal
academic preparations of the
students ahead of final examina-
tons of various departments. The
majority of departments have
final examinations In November
on their schedules.

The first year honours courses
admission tests for the session
2000-2001 are also scheduled to
begin on October 29.

Meanwhile, the university
authorities have urged the strik-
Ing employees to call off their
programme and sit for negotia-
tlons acknowledging that their
strike 1s hampering the normal
academic and administrative
functioning of the university,
which i1s currently trying to
reduce the session-jams,

The residence of Kamal Uddin Fakir, Vice President of Ward No 5 of Mirpur BNP, was ransacked early

yesterday by miscreants allegedly backed by one Nannu, brother of Kochi, a localinflue

the ruling Bangladesh Awami League.

JS team leaves

From page 1

The parliamentary delegation
will hold talks with the Indian
waler resources minister, said
the sources and added that man-
agement of water in different
rivers by various dams would
feature in the talks.

Members of the standing com-
mittee and oflicials from the
ministry and parliament secre-
tariat would be included in the
delegation. Bult the waler
resources minister and the chalr-
man of the standing committee
may not accompany the delega-
tion due to their involvement in
other such talks In the United
States, sources said.

The Water Development Board
earlier submitted a report to the
committee stating the partial
losses and damages in the recent
looding. Floodwaters in the
affected areas are receding, the
WDB report said.

M A Baree of Awami League, Dr
Habibur Rahman and Golam
Mohammad of BNP and
Sarfuddin Ahmed of Jatiya Party
attended the meeting. Water
Resources Ministry Secretary

Ruhul Amin and other high offi-
clals were present.

In another meeting, the Stand-
ing Committee on the Ministry of
Livestock and Fisheries asked the
finance minister to disburse [resh
loans among the flood victims In
the affected areas.

The meeting also assured
government support for rehabili-
tation and recouping losses by
the prolonged flooding that swept
the southwestern areas for the
first time in last 100 years.

Chaired by A. S. M. Feroz, the
meeling was attended, among
others, by Sayed Rafiqul Haque, A
K Fazlul Haque, Begum Dilara
Harun and Kamrun Nahar Putul
of ruling AL, Mohammad Fazlul
Haque and Mohammad
Shamsujzoha Khan of BNP and
Mozammel Hossain of JP.

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
in an interview with BBC on
October 10 said that Bangladesh
would soon discuss with India the
current spate of floods in its
south-western region caused by
man-made dams and barrages on
rivers.

Make SAARC vibrant

From page 12
the region.

The main objectives of the
conference are to examine the
present shape of regional cooper-
ation, look beyond SAARC at
different levels including extra-
regional. sub-regional and civil
society levels and draw on the
experiences of other regional
groupings like the ASEAN and
the EU.

German scholars expected to
participate in the conference are
Dr Wolfgang Zingel of the South-
Asia Institute of Heidelberg Uni-
versity, Dr Hein Kiessling of the
Hans-Seidel-Foundation,
Manfred Haack of Friedrich-
Ebert-Foundation and Siegfried
Herzog of Friedrich-Naumann-
Foundation. The German Federal
Office in Berlin will be repre-
sented by Ms Claudia Schutt.
Head of the Delegation of Euro-
pean Union Ambassador Antonia

Fire at chemical
factory in Ctg:
13 mnjured

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 19: Thir-
teen people were injured in a fire
at a chemical manufacturing
factory at Eidgah Panirkal under
Pahartall Thana in the port city.

The fire originated from an
electric short circuit at Nur Chem-
icals at about 12.30 pm.

The injured were admitted to
Chittagong Medical College Hos-
pital.

[T-based industries
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for Bangladeshi products, Sheikh
Hasina said if such facilities are
provided a number of items
would become more compelitive
in the US market. She mentioned
canned foods, hosiery, silk prod-
ucts, packed tea, spices, jewel-
lery, leather and leather goods.

She also sought more foreign
direct Investment in some key
areas and sald US investment In
Bangladesh Increased from 20
million dollars to 800 million
dollars In the last four years. She
hoped that Bangladesh would
receive billions of dollars of for-
eign Investment In the coming
years.

She underscored the need for a
multi-dimensional relationship
between Bangladesh and the US.

She hoped that the meeting
would contribute to strengthen-
ing co-operation between busi-
nessmen of the two countries.

"It would act as an Impetus 1o
expand and enhance trade and
commercial opportunities for US
companies in telecommunica-
tions, agro-business and infor-
mation technology”. It would also
pave the way for Increased
Bangladeshi exports to the US,
she hoped.

A congenlal atmosphere for
Investment Is prevalling in Ban-
gladesh, she sald and Invited US
businessmen to visit Bangladesh.
‘Il am sure, vou would (ind Ban-
gladesh attractive and an Ideal
place for sale and profitable
Investment.”

de Menzes and Charge d’ Affaires
of the French Embassy In Dhaka
Jean-Guy de Wargny, represent-
ing the current EU Presidency,
will make statements on the
European experience in the fields
of regional cooperation and inte-
gration.

Besides, a representative from
the ASEAN will attend.

Representatives from all the
SAARC countries will take part in
the conference. Bhutan will be
represented by its Ambassador in
Dhaka Lhatu Wangchuk.

Spl Myanmar envoy

arrives today

Deputy Foreign Minister of
Myanmar Khin Maung Win
arrives in the city today on a two-
day visit as the special envoy of
Myanmar Prime Minister Than
Shwe.

Foreign Olffice sources told
BSS vesterday that Win will hold
talks with Foreign Minister
Abdus Samad Azad and hand
over a letter from the Myanmar
Prime Minister during the visit.
Win will depart on October 22.

3 Sharfuls
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ing overnight his argument con-
tended that Moslem did not take
part in the killing as he had no
ambition or ill motive.

The counsel said none of the
prosecution witnesses lold ol
seeing Moslem at the place of
occurrence. So, the question of
his Involvement in the Killing does
nol arise, argued the lawyer.

Defence counsel appointed by
the state for Major (dismissed)
Mohiuddin and Captain (dis-
missed) Kismat Hashem failed to
appear causing annoyance of the
court.

Deputy Altorney General
Shamsuddin Chowdhury told the
court that advocale Khandokar
Gulzar could not come due to
illness while advocate Hallzur

Rahman will appear when llu\[

hearing resumes Sunday.

Khulna Madrassah

From page 12

He has purchased landed prop
erty In lictitlous names and also In
the names of his wife and ten
children, Yusufl Sheikh mentioned
in his petition.

Meanwhile, Khulna Zila Ainjibi
Samity has demanded an impar-
tial judicial Inquiry Into the cor-
ruption by the principal of Alia
Madrassah.

Khaleda

From page 12
The opposition leader said
four-party alllance would protect
the country and change the lot of
common people establishing a
patriotic government removing
the “failed. Inefficient and subser-
vienl government.”
Harun-or-Rashid, Ukil Abdus
Sattar, Morshed Kamal and Abu
Taher, among others, also
addressed the meeting with Igbal
Chowdhury In the chalr.

. Parliament
Dhaka to cover her public meet- |
in |

-- Star photo

City BNP
leader's
house
ransacked

By Staff Correspondent

Miscreants backed allegedly
by a ruling party leader ran-
sacked house of a BNFP leader and
manhandled his family members
in the early hours of vesterday.
sources sald.

The miscreants went to the
house ol Kamal Uddin Fakir, vice
president of BNP's ward no S ol
Mirpur unit at about 1:30 a.m.
and ransacked the house.

The intruders also manhan-
dled the inmates and look away
valuables from the house when

the latter tried to resist the
attackers. sources added.
Local people alleged that

Nanu, brother of Kochi, a local
leader of ruling Awami League
was behind the act,

Police conlirmed the incident
saying Kamal's rivals ransacked

ntial leader of

the house as a sequel to their

long-standing enmity. They how-
ever could not identify the attack-
ers.

Kamal Uddin filed a case with
Pallabi police station In this
regard.

Microbus carrying
journalists meet
with accident:

Baby killed

A microbus carrving a group of
_inurnalis.ls met with an acclident
at Narsingdi leaving a 2-month
old baby dead and four others
injured, reports UNB.

The microbus hit a rickshaw
despite the driver pressed hard
the brake at the link road of
Dhaka-Sylhet highway at 12:45
pm.

The baby girl Lata with her
parents Abdul Kader, 42, and
Nasreen Begum, 35, in the rick-
shaw were seriously injured and
rushed to Sadar Hospital. Lata
died at 5 pm. The condition of her
parents and rickshawpuller Lal
Mia was stated to be critical.

A journalist in the microbus
was also injured by broken glass.

The journalists were accompa-
nying Leader of the Opposition in
Khaleda Zia from

ing at Nasirnagar
Brahmanbaria vesterday aller-
noon.

The ill-fated microbus was
hired from Narsingdi as the one

| started from 29 Minto Road wen!

out of order when It reached
Narsingdi. Ultimately seven ol the

journalists had to return from the
the |

midway without covering
public meeting of Khaleda.

Mannan's men
From page |

the growth and development of
the bank, a SIBL press release
sald.

The board also decided to sit on
October 25. the release added.

The BB on Wednesday "techni-
cally removed’ MA Manna Irom
the Chalrmanship of SIBL and
ordered him to abstain from
holding the post lor his alleged
involvement in ‘activities harmiul
tothe bank'.

CBA makes NCBs

From page |
and huge Informal trade fuelled
demand for kerb market dealings
In dollars in recent times.

During vesterday’s lunch with

the NCB chiefs, the governor
asked the bankers (o remain vigil
against frauds. He categorically
mentioned that in recent Umes
forgers withdrew TK 1.40 crore by
Issulng 22 forged checks within a
span of four days at a loreign
bank. |

The governor also pointed out
that clients are often refused new
bank notes from the banks as
unscrupulous employees scll the
notes at premium to outsiders.

He sald such Incldents would
allect the confidence of deposl
tors in banks and asked the bank-
ers 1o quicken the process ol
remittance (o thwart Kerb market
operations.
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FBCCI polls:
SC upholds
HC verdict

By SC Correspondent

The Appellate Division of the
Supreme Court yesterday
rejected a petition seeking stay of
the FBCCI polls scheduled to be
held tomorrow.

Judge Mahmudul Amin
Chowdhury of the Appellate
Division rejected the petition filed
by Abul Khair Marsalin, Presl-
dent of Gaibandha Chamber of
Commerce.

The petitioner challenged
Tuesday's High Court verdict
allowing the election of the Feder-
atlon of Bangladesh Chamber of
Commerce and Industry (FBCCI).

Barrister Rokonuddin
Mahmood appeared for the
FBCCl while Barrister Moudud
Ahmed for the petitioner.

The SC verdict has removed
the last hurdle to hold the elec-
tions of the vice-president and 15
members of the executive com-
mittee from the ‘Assoclation
Group'.

One jailed for
filing false

case under PSA
By Court Correspondent

One Mohammad Tobarok
Hossaln, complainant of a case
filed under the Public Safety Act
(PSA) was awarded one year
rigorous imprisonment and fined
Tk 1000 on charge ol filing a false

case against two policemen
yesterday.
Judge, Mohammad Shah

Newaz, the Special Tribunal for
Prevention of Public Safety Dis-
turbance and Crime found
Tobarok gullty and gave the ver-
dict.

The court also acquitted Sub
Inspector MA Fattah and Nalk
Tota Miah of the case as the alle-

gations brought against them
were not proved.
Tobarok filed a case with

Motijheel thana accusing Sub-
Inspector MA Fattah and Naik
Tota Miah on charge of snatching
away 2400 US dollars from him at
Dilkusha under Motijheel thana
on April 25 this year.

The investigation officer of the
case submitled sa charge sheet
before the CMM's Court, Dhaka
on May31.

After cross-examination of all
f[ive prosecution witnesses, the
court gave the judgement.

The two accused were pro-
duced In the court during the
time of judgement while the com-
plainant was not present in the
court.

Special PP Abdullah Al-
Mamun appeared for the state
while Advocate Sved Rezaur
Rahman for the accused.

Trial of film star

Sohel murder
begins Nov 20

By Court Correspondent

The Metropolitan Sessions
Judge's Court, Dhaka vesterday
accepted the film star Sohel
Chowdhury Murder Case lor trial.

Judge Ahmed Jamil Mostala
fixed November 20 for appear-
ance of all the accused in the
case.

Sohel, a film star was shot
dead by a group of assailants in
front of the Tramps Club under
Gulshan thana at about 8.00 pm
on December 18, 1998.

Later a murder case was liled
with Gulshan thana accusing 10
people including Aziz Mohammad
Bhai and Bantl Islam in this
connection.

The investigation oflicer of the
case submiltied a charge sheet to
the CMM's Court, Dhaka against
the ten onJuly 27 last year.

The CMM's Court, Dhaka
transferred the case to the Metro
politan Sessions Judge's Court,
Dhaka on September 24 for trial.

Victim Sohel's driver
Mohammad Selim is still at large
while nine other chargesheeted
accused are now on bail.
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Slums termed

'atom bomb'

By Staff Correspondent

A UNICEF official sald yester-
day that unabated mushrooming
of slums would lead to less gover-
nance and more violence In the
urban areas.

Speaking at a seminar on
adolescent development at the
Institute of Child and Mother
Care (ICMC), Jun Kukita, a senlor
programme co-ordinator ol
UNICEF, saild that burgeoning
slums In the city are like "atom
bombs’ that can go off any
moment. The problem, he said.
should be addressed before it
assumes threatening propor-
tions.

“The problem lies In the
absence ol proper urban policies,”
Kukita sald. "“While economic
indicators show progress, social
indicators don't.”

Social Indicator still reads
better in the rural areas, although
the people there are not better off
economiecally, he added.

Job opportunities lure adoles-
cent girls from rural areas into
migrating to urban centres. the
UNICEF official noted. But, once
in the city, they get poor sanila-
tion facilities and abysmal repro-
ductive healthecare.

In many cases, other particl-
pants at the UNICEF-sponsored
seminar observed, soclal Insecu-
rity and violence in the urban
nelghbourhoods force even the
well-educated and conscious
parents to marry oll their daugh-
lers under -aged.

In rural areas, adolescent girls,
aged between 10 and 19 vears
and ol economically vulnerable
family background, have no
options left butl to get married,

they noted.

. UNICEF, thtgk seminar was told,
as plans to take up pro -

almed at scnsll.lslngppcopp ml

il effects of early marriage.

Dr Brian K Barber, a visiting
psychologist from the University
of Utah. and Dr Khurshid
Talukder, an assistant professor
of ICMH, also spoke at the semi-
nar, chatred by ICMH Director
Professor MQK Talukder. Dr
Sameena Chowdhury of ICMH
delivered the welcome address.

Dr Barber, who has carried out
special behavioural study on
adolescents from Bosnia to the
Gaza Strip. observed that young
people having strong bondage
with parents, family and good
peer groups are less vulnerable to
go astray.

He cited example of Gaza
where Palestinian youths who
had maintained good contact with
their parents throughout Intifada
struggle became less prone to
anti-social activities in compari-
son o the ones who had lost
contacl with their families.

Dr Khurshid Talukder pre-
sented some of the findings dur-
ing a series of Interviews with a
group of adolescents in a certain
area in Narayangan| recently,

The Interviewees, Dr Khurshid
said, were unanimous a few
issues. They want parental guid-
ance, love and alfection, and,
most importantly, education. he
added.

Whether exposure to informa-
tion lechnology and satellite
television has adverse Impact on
the adolescents or not was also
discussed at the seminar.

Edn board strike

From page 12

This correspondent found that
the siriking emplovees were
demonstrating near in front of the
Dhaka board office yesterday to
press their demands. All the gates
and oflice rooms were lound
under lock and key.

The BIEBEF brought out pro-
cessions and held a rally near the
main gate of the board ollice
yc-satt-n!;n'. demanding immediate
implementation of its demands.
Addressing the rally, its leaders
said they would continue the
strike till their demands were
met.

When contacted, Secretary
General ol BIEBEF Syved Mokbul
Ahmed said they were waiting lor
an 'initative’ from the education

ministry or the authorities of the
board. "We will go back to our
duty (f the education minister or
the chairmen of the boards con-
sider our demands and assure
that those would be met.”

Replying to a question, he said
that preparations for the forth-
coming SSC and Madrassah
examinations were being affected
due to the strike.

The BIEBEF had gone for
another indefinite strike in all the
eight boards in August but later
withdrew it following discussion
with the authorities of boards.

A meeling between the Dhaka
Board chairman Dr ATM
Sharifullah and the BIEBEF
leaders was scheduled for last
night.

From Page 1
depends on 'high level covern-

ment decision.” He however
added a decision is likelv on
Sunday.

The NSC official further said

Bangladesh Cricket Board has
already taken permission [rom
the authorities to use
Bangabandhu National Stadium
and its adjoining areas lor Ban-
gladesh-India Cricket Test begin-
ning on November 10.This is why
NSC is hesitating to allow BNP to
use Paltan Maidan on
November7.

Another oflicial said, "It is not
possible for the NSC to give per-
mission to BNP without a govern-
ment decision in this regard.’

Meanwhile, the ruling Awami
League is planning a ‘grand’
showdown at Paltan Maidan on
November 3 to mark the Jail
Killing Day. AL sources said the
party would delinitely hold its
meeting al Paltan Maldan on the
day.

When contacted, a senior BNP
leader said they hope to gel per-
mission (o use Paltan Maidan on
November 7.

He said the party has not yet
decided its next step il permis-
sion is not given. Senior leaders

| would soon discuss the matler.

. NSC prolongs BNP's wait

“"We must take tough stand if the
covernment does not allow BNP
to hold its grand meeting,” he
added.

BNP is yet to chalk out its
countrywide programme on the
occasion of the 'National Revolu-
tion and Solidarity Day.

In reply to a question, the
leader said BNP has not taken
any decision so far whether it
would organise the November 7
programme alone or with the
alliance components. "The com-
ponent parties are Interested to
hold the programme jointly but
there is a strong opposition to this
within BNF".

He further said ‘'majority’ of the
party men feel that BNP should
organise the programme
although the alliance partners
believe in the spirit of National
Revolution and Solidarity Day.

Some BNP leaders argued that
if Jatiya party, Jamaat-e-Islami
and Islami Oikya Jote leaders
believe in the spirit of November
7. they should visit the mazar of
president Ziaur Rahman on his
birth and death anniversaries
and on other national occasions.

" We can go for joint
prorgamme with them on novem-
ber 7 if they agree to do so,” one
leader said.
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