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has emerged as
the most popular leader in India.
Aleading Indian English daily on
the occasion of the first anniver-
sary of Vajpayee's Prime Minis-
tership conducted the survey.
Seventy per cent of those sur-
veyed rated Vajpayee's perfor-
mance in the ollice as ranging
from good to excellent. But his
National Democratic Alliance
(NDA) government, however,
failed to receive approval equal to
Vajpayee, the figure being 48 per
cent. About 40 per cent disap-
proved of NDA's handling of the
economy. This indicated that 73-
year Vajpayees popularity is
much higher than that of his
coalition government.

Vajpavee was thrice voled as
prime minister of Indla. His
earlier two terms were rather
short. The first term consisted of
only 13 days. Previously he was
also the foreign minister and
played an instrumental role in
normalising Sino-Indian rela-
tions. As the leader of opposition
he was on record to have played a
constructive role in bolstering
the image of India through lead-
ing a number of official delega-
tion which means he played a
constructive role. He is a life-long
bachelor and has a clean image.
He is not a product of dynasty
and is an exception in this regard
in South Asia. Because most of
the leaders in Pakistan, Sri
Lanka, Bangladesh and India are
of dynastic origin.

Vajpayee is a poet and had
been a journalist. As a poet he
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. has visions which he could suc-

cessfully inject among his party
followers as well as his country-
men.

Though originally belonging to
the fundamentalist Hindutva
RSS, he is known as a moderate.
He could bluntly tell the Hindu
nationalist RSS Conference that
the party ideclogy and state
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principles cannot be equated.
Through his influence a Dalit has
for the first time been elected as
the chiel of the BJP. Other than
Vajpayee, most other BJP leaders
are known as hawks. Because of
him the NDA has not tottered
despite pulls and counter-pulls
by the divergent forces In the
government.  When Vajpayee
was young, Jawharlal Nehru as
the prime minister had report-
edly made the forecast after
hearing his speech that one day
he (Vajpavee) would adorn the
office of the prime minister.
Nehru's forecast proved to be
correct in course ol time. In the
last general election BJP had
projected Vajpayee as the PM and
this might have contributed to
BJP's emergence as the largest
parly (though short of absolute
majority).

Compared to Vajpayee the
leader of the opposition and
Congress chief Sonia Gandhi
received the approval of only a
quarter of those surveyed in the
opinton poll. The Italian-born
Congress Chief till now could not
be accepted by the large majority
of the Indian people, even by her
own party due to which an Influ-
ential section deserted her and
floated its separate forums.
Though she belonged to the
influential Nehru family, three
generation of which ruled India
tor over three decades of 53 years
of its existence.

It will be pertinent to briefly
discuss the salient characteris-
tics that constitute successful
leadership. According to Profes-
sor Miller, self-restraint, basic
knowledge on a wide-range of
subjects., courage, justice and
fair play, ability to draw popular
confidence and allegiance are the
most important ingredients of a
successful leader. Another noted
political scientist Bogordus said
a leader must have five essential
pre-requisites, which are - far-
sightedness, ingenuity, flexibil-
ity, talent and the ability of self-
analysis. With these yardsticks
leaders, past and present, in
South Asian region can be judged

so as to examine how far they
were successful in their respec-
tive spheres as well as in the
regional context. In 1947 the
subcontinent was partitioned.
India could maintain its demo-
cratic character, its sovereignty
and high profile because of its
leadership. The [irst PM
Jawharlal Nehru laid a strong
foundation of democratic polity
in India. His daughter Indira
Gandhi proved to be an iron lady.
Except for the period of emer-
gency she behaved like a demo-
cratic leader. She had to pay the
price for promulgating emer-
gency but earned the admiration
for her courageous fight back to
power. She was ruthless in con-
taining insurgency and rebellion.
The Operation Blue Star and
suppression of Sikh insurgency
ultimately cost her life. Her Sikh
bodyguard assassinated her.
Rajiv Gandhi was yet another
product of Nehru family and he
came with a clean image riding
on the crest of the sympathy for
the assassination of his mother.
But Bofors scandal literally
caused gaping wounds from
which he could not come oul even
after he was killed by Tamil guer-
rillas. It proved to be fatal mis-
take on his part to send troops to
Sri Lanka in a bid to quell civil
war there. After initial hesitation
his widow Sonia entered national
politics and as earlier stated
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under her leadership the Con-
gress now stands further margin-
alised. .

While India could remalin a
democratic country desplte three
wars with Pakistan, one war with
China (1962) and endemic pov-
erty, Pakistan from its very start
was caught into the trap of auto-
cratic rule. Both Jinnah and
Liagat Ali, head of the state and
the government respectively,
lacked democratic attitude. They
died early (Liagat was assassi-
nated in 1951 and Jinnah died in
1948 due (o suspected TB) and
bickerings, squabbles and palace
Intrigues for the capture of state
power ensued. The civil and
military bureaucrats ganged up
and usurped power. The military
rule continued from 1958 to
1972. Its eastern wing broke out
of its control and formed the
independent Bangladesh. Z A
Bhutto, Nawaz Sharif and
Benazir couldn't stay Jong in
power as they failed to take stock
ol the realities and while they
were engaged In quarrels with
their political opponents. The
third party - the army - stepped
in and took over power. Pakistan
is stlll being ruled by the army -
fourth in the long series of mili-
tary rule,

® Three of Pakistan's leaders
died of unnatural deaths Liaqgat
(assassinated), ZA Bhutto (on the
gallows) and Ziaul Haque (in a
plane crash). While democratic
India advanced in economic and
other flelds Pakistan retrograded
due to its leadership.

In Bangladesh it was Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman who unified the
people and mobilised them for
the war of liberation in 197 1. But
alter independence he soon faced
opposition. The army captured
power. Then for over 16 years the
country remained under quasi
and direct military rules.

Another example of dynastic
rule in South Asia is the Indian
ocean island republic of Sri
Lanka. President Chandrika is
the daughter of Soloman
Bandernaike and Srimavo both
of whom had been prime minis-

lers, Alter Solomon was assass|-
nated his widow came out of the
litehen and took over the reins of
power. Had leadership in Sri
Lanka been farsighted cnoulﬁh
they would not have allowed the
Tamil insurgency to snowball
with debilitating impact which is
rulning the country. The majority
Sinhalese have In fact pushed the
minority Tamils to take up arms.

In Nepal the Koirala brothers
played leading roles against the
rule of the monarch and fought
courageously for the restoration
of democracy. But while in power
they behaved erratically, their
camp Supporters indulging In
corruption and Internecine strife.
Stabllity has becomne a far cry and
the Maolsts Insurgency is fast
iiprtading throughout the coun-
ry.

In the tny Maldives, Mamoun
Abdul Gayoom is the president
for about two decades. The coral
Island has some sort of stability
excepl for a briel period when
insurgents from Sri Lanka
almost captured power. The
South Asian leaders not only
lailed to deliver good governance
in thelr own countries, but also
equally inept in Inter-state rela-
tions. Pakistan is at loggerheads
with India, Nepal has dispute
with Bhutan on the refugee issue
and anti-Indian feeling in Ban-
gladesh and Sri Lanka is cur-
rently strong due to its (India's)
hegemonic policies. South Asia Is
now the only region without
regionalism. The SAARC has
become Inactive due strained
relations between India and
Pakistan. The regional scenario
has proved that successful lead-
ership is not born neither can it
be dynastic. It should be self-
groomed through a process of
constant learning and exercise as
in the case Abraham Lincoln,
South Asia's present predica-
ment is due its leadership crisis.
Otherwise, the region had the
potentiality of becoming a domi-
nant power in Asian as well as
global politics.

Sri Lanka

Tne Challenge Now is to End the War

By Ekram Kabir
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dust hasn't yet settled on the election front in Sri Lanka.
President Chandrika Kumaratunga's government
emerged from October 10 polls with a parliamentary lead
which has given her a working majority. But bargaining for
cabinet posts are making things a little problematic.

THE dust hasn't vet settled on the elec-
in  Sri
# Chandrika Kumaratunga's government
=== emerged from October 10 polls with a
parliamentary lead which has given her
a working majority. But bargaining for
cabinet posts are making things a little
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Ratnasiri Wickremanayake, the prime minister in the
previous administration, was sworn in for another term
on last Friday, but negotiations over other positions are

continuing. Kumaratunga's Peoples Alliance (PA) was six

1

seats short of an overall majority, forcing it to seek back-
: A key partner who had agreed

to support the PA, the Muslim National Unity Alliance,
was demandiné several cabinet posts. The party is
ivided on the issue of supporting the

government and that has added to the delays in forming
a new cabinet. Both the Muslim National Unity Alliance
and the Eelam ngte's, Democratic Party, a former Tamil
ey would join the new coalition, giv-

ing the PA an overall majorify. The outgoing transport
minister, AHM Fowzie, was quoted by Reuters as saying
that a cabinet would be sworn in tomorrow (October 20).
“The small parties are making big demands,” he was

ers among smaller parties.

believed to be

rebel group, said t

quoted to have said.
With the

tant for Sri Lanka.

Given this situation, the poll arguably seems to have
created more political stalemate and stand-off between
litical scene - the PA and
t be a snow-balling effect of the already-

the two rivals in Sri Lankan
UNP. There mi

political uncertainty continuing, there are
ﬁmwing calls from the influential Buddhist clergy and

1€ business community to form a national government
and restore political stability, which is now most impor-

festering problems if these two parties fail to come to a

consensus regarding resolution of the country's
problems. Peace in Sri Lanka may suffer more setbacks if
they don't cooperate with each other.

The core issue is a new draft constitution that contains
reforms t o
Ive local-governance powers to areas where the Tamils
dominate; a plan intended to win over the ethnic minority,
whose extremist guerrilla wing,

litical

devo

the Liberation Tamil

tion fell fl
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UNP, led by Ranil Wickremsinghe, who together have 196
seats in the 225-member parliament, is essential for
the plan.Earlier the passage of the dralt constitu-
at in August after PA and UNP sagreed over other
changes in the proposal related to the vast powers of the
executive presidency, which the opposition would like to
see abolished.

But "The country needs a consensual approach to deal
with the LTTE's challenge and the Tamil grievances that
underlie it,” Jehan Perara, of the National Peace Council in
Sri Lanka, was quoled to have said, adding "(But) after this
election campaign, and its violence, the PA in particular
has a lot of repair work to do in this regard.”

Questions now arise: has the poll been a setback for
President Kumaratunga by mdt:%?

ending the 17-year-old ethnic war? Are the political differ-
ences between the two main parties so wide that they
would fall to come to a consensus in national interest?

These are indeed some serious questions Sri Lankan
politicians must ask themselves, because there has to be a
de-escalation of hostilities and a solution has to evolve for

Tigers of Eelam (LTTE), have fought the government for 17 Fultin the country’s economy back on an even keel. Ana-
ys

years. Cooperation between Kumaratunga's PA and the ts, however, maintain there is little substantive differ-

ruining her

ence between the two main parties over the need to devolve
some significant measure of self-governance to Tamil
homelands in the north and east.
that the way the voting went all over the country indicates
that the result broadly reflected the view of the dominant
majority who continue to believe that either the PA or the

Again. one must concede

UNP must rule the country.

The economic and foreign policies of both the PA and the
UNP are similar, if not the same. So also their app
the resolution of the national problem. Even though Presi-
dent Kumaratunga and Prime Minister Wickremanayake
did send out some contrary signals on the devolution

roach to

theory, they as well as Ranil Wickremsinghe or, for that

matter, most sensible

ple in the country know very well

that there will be no negotiated solution possible
without dealing with the LTTE. The other option,

which parties
demand, is military, which obviously is not a
wise one. Because its pursuit all these years,
despite the resources lost, has shed more blood
than yielded result.

In recent months, Kumaratunga has taken a
more hard-line stance against the LTTE, vowing
to crush them militarily, while at the same time
leaving the door o
By contrast, UNE
said he favours a cease-fire and the implementa-
tion ol long-existing provisions for local coun-
cils, while continuing to discuss a more perma-
nent settlement.

‘We need to fashion a constitution that pro-
vides for the adequate redress of just grievances
of the Tamils and this draft constitution does
this, it comes very close to federalism without
using the word federalism and for that I give her
a lot of credit,” T.D.S.A. Dissanayaka, a retired
ambassador, was
challenge is that she has to draw in the UNP.
Without that you can't change the constitution,
and without that change, you can't stop the

like the Sinhala Urumaya

n lor renewed negotiations.
leader Wickremsinghe has

quoted to have said. "The

war,” he added.

lan of

tainty

It is still believed that as PA did nolt get the necessary
majority in parliament President Kumaratunga's auton-
omy plan may fall flat anld lfurther instability and uncer-
w i
s strategically important Indian Ocean island. But it's time
for Sri Lankan political parties to think about the country
and set aside their differences. They should renew the
effort in reviving the principle of devolution. And PA's
responsibility should now be to convince the main opposi-
tion help end the war
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Good bye, Mum

on Tuesday.

ment

IOUSANDS of Sri Lankans bid a tearful farewell
lo Sirimavo Bandaranaike, the world's first
woman prime minister, at a state funeral on Satur-
day. Mrs Bandaranaike, 84, fell ill and died shortly
alter casting her vote in Sri Lanka's general election
The funeral brought the war-torn
Island to a virtual standstill as Sri Lankans watched
the final farewell to “the mother of the nation” on
television. In her last will, Mrs Bandaranaike asked
to be buried in a simple ceremony.

Male’s interest in private sector

TIE Maldives government aims to facilitate
increased contribution ol private sector in the
economy, Minister of State for Finance and Treasury
Mohamed Jaleel said on Monday. In an Interview
with the media, which was held at Maldives Mone-
tary Authority (MMA), Jaleel sald that MMA is Lrying
to bring reforms that the financial sector needs. He
elaborated some reforms that were brought during
the past two or three years. As an example he men-
tioned reforms of commercial banks' interest rates,

Musharraf defends govern-

1E military ruler of Pakistan, General Pervez
Musharral, has defended the performance of his
government, saying he has no intention of having a
major cabinet reshuffle. Speaking inIslamabad, he
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sald his ministers were competent and dedicated.
General Musharral made no mention of the recent

resignation of the Information Minister, Javed
Jabbar. Bul he said if any minister wanted to resign,
he would accept it. This suggests that Jabbar
resigned ol his own accord.

India braces for cyclone

1E authorities on India's eastern coast have

been evacuating tens of thousands of people
living in the path of an approaching cyclone. OIffi-

cials say the storm, which is moving slowly across
the Bay of Bengal, should hit land on Thursday
morning. The storm is not one of the most severe.
but the authorities are taking no chances after the
super-cyclone which devastated the nearby state of
Orissa last year, killing an estimated 15,000 people.

The speaker from UNP

RI' Lanka's MPs have elected an opposition
member, Anura Bandaranaike, as speaker

lollowing the recent general elections which led toa

hung parliament. Mr Bandaranaike belongs to the
United Natlonal Party (UNP) and Is estranged the

brother of President Chandrika Kumaratunga. It
Is the first time In 40 years that the parliament

speaker has been an opposition member,

-- Compiled by Ekram Kabir
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Syed Jawaid Igbal, CEO of Corpo-
rate Marketing Communication (CMC)
reckons as the pioneer of Public Rela-
tions (PR) industry in Pakistan. A law
graduate, Igbal is also one of the most
popular names in Pak media circle. He
1s currently publishing three periodi-
cals including SOUTHASIA - the lead-
ing regional magazine. He is actively .
involved in promoting regional peace
and development through several
international and regional platforms.
Amna Khaishgi talks to this charis-
matic personality on the PR industry
in Pakistan and other regional issues.
Excerpts:

How will you evaluate the PR industry [n
Pakistan?

In Pakistan, Public Relations (PR) industry,
professionally speaking, is in a very Inceptive
stage. In the past, there used to be PR depart-
ments In the government sector, which were
restricted Lo the jobs of personal assistantship
of the head of respective Department. PR people
were taken as the people, who confirmed their
seats, did protocol work. get admission to their
children or arranged speech facilities to their
wives. This is not PR all about. Public Relations is
extremely a scientific and marketing tool which is
very much developed in India. It {s coming very
well In the Gulf and very advanced in the Ameri-
can and European societies. So much so that
today, presidents and prime ministers of various
states, have their own PR persons who could even
tell them minutes before address to the nation
that the jacket should be change or the colour of
the tie does not match.

Are you oplimistic about the future of PR indus-
try in Pakistan?

Yes lam. For instance we are currently working
for Board of Investment (BOI) and selected by
Arlinglon-Virginia, USA based company (TSG) on
approval of Asian Development Bank (ADB) for
the Image building of Board of investment.

It certainly shows that ADB believes that the
role of proper PR agency in Pakistan Is
necessary in strengthening the
conlidence of the investors.

Is PR agency is
parallel to the advertis-
ing agency?

It is a myth that
advertising agency can
also deal public relations.
Both are completely two
different areas. In advertis-
ing you get paid space in the
media. Where as in PR, you
don't pay. In fact, PR agency
Involves In such aclivities,
which create news. PR goes for
a coverage that is editorially
important rather than commer-
cially. And it is a universal fact
that good editorial coverage in the
newspaper has more credibility as
compare toadvertisements.

How would you evaluate the roleof CMC in

promoting PR industry in Pakistan? '~ - =

CMC has played a significant role in promoting
PR industry in Pakistan. Well, I will not procure
the hundred per cent credit, as there are others
who have also contributed for the promotion of
the industry. However, by providing quality ser-
vices, CMC has created that level where others
have to compete. In other words, CMC has pro-
vided a platform for healthy competition in devel-
oping this infant industry in the country.

Not only this, CMC has also trained lot of peo-
ple, despite its small life span. In fact, two of our
former colleagues have recently formed their own
mini PR workshops. CMC, therefore, has proved
itsell as an institution of Public Relations in Paki-
stan, for which I feel very proud.

Is CMC intending to open its outlets in other
South Asian states?

Yes certainly, CMC will soon expand not only in
South Asia but also in Central Asia. \

PR industry is often blame, as the promoters of
Lifafa journalism (bribery journalism) in Paki-
stan. How would you take this criticism?

I strongly condemn this criticisin that PR is
promoting Lifafa journalism in Pakistan. Every
field whether it is PR or media have both compe-
tent and incompetent people but it does not mean
that the very particular industry is promoting
unhealthy competition in other professions.

Those days are gone when non-professional PR
people, in order to hide their incompetence used
bribes. In today's world where quality is the prime
condition in every field, these concepts cannot
survive any more.

PR is the name of image building. it is the rela-
tionship of friendship not the relationship of
exploitation.

Being so much involved in the national media,
how would you estimate the freedom of press in
Pakistan?

Freedom of press in Pakistan is ideal. Check
out our whole national history, you will not found
such press freedom as it is presently existing.
Especially, at the moment when country is being
ruled by 'non-democratic, military regime’. Today
in Pakistan, people are more talking about "Free-
dom from Press” rather than freedom of press.

What is the role of regional press in Pakistan?
Unlike other countries. regional press in Paki-
stan is not much developed. In fact, Sindhi press
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can be recognised as the only proper regional
press In Pakistan. Though due 1o its limited read-
ership and limited commercial eminence. it is not
yet able to establish itself against national press
comprising of Urdu and English NEWSpPapers.

There is so much hype about the government
efforts with regard to the opening of new TV chan-
nels, what doé you think Pakistan would able to
compele with Indian channels?

I perceive the situation both positively and
negatively. Positive in a way that we have a very .
successful past. Our TV programmes were very
popular in the region. Even today our dramas are
very much appreciated in our neighbouring state.
We have best writers, directors and technicians,
who are only deprived of opportunities. New
channels, I'hope, would able to revive our glorious
past.

i am ungratified because we have cer-
tain limitations, which would defi-

nitely influence our performance as

compare 1o Indian channels. India is

a secular state where as we are

ideological state. They have no
“ boundaries, but we do have cer-

lain social and religious bound-

‘\ aries. But If quality is the stan-
dard, then we are definitely -

equal to them.

Apart from your PR activi-
ties, you are wvery much
involve in promoting

regional peace and pros-

perily. As the Country I

Represenlative of South

Asia Media Association

(SAMA), what do you
think that what is the
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o : responsibility of

regional journalists in the
present situation in South Asia?
South Asia is a volatile region, where not
only inter stalte, but also internal conflicts have
also shattered the peace and development in the
region that carries one fifth of the human popula- !‘
tion and regarded as the poorest part of the world.
Moreover being the nuclear flash point, it has
emerged as the most sensitive part of the world.

It is very unfortunate that today in South Asia,
particularly in Pakistan, journalism is only
restricted to crime reporting rather than issue
oriented development journalism. Today we have
more crime reporters as compare to development
journalists. Today's newspapers are filled with
news of violence and negative reporting. Meost of
the newspapers decorate their headlines with
spicy statements that may have business poten-
tial but not at all define as the positive journal-
ism.

Being the representative of SAMA, 1 believe that
at this crucial moment, the responsibility of
regional journalists increases. Healthy media
reporting would definitely have a far reaching
affect on the development of the region. At this
intense stage of regional insecurities, 1 firmly
believe that journalist could play a very signifi-
cant role in promoting harmony and trust among
the various fraction of the society.

How do you see the future of SAARC?

To be very honest, future of SAARC is not
bright. If the two major players, India and Paki-
stan would not play their innings, how would you
expect the maltch would go on?

What motivation led to the birth of SOUTHASIA
magazine?

I often say to my friends that SOUTHASIA is my

love. SOUTHASIA is the rebirth of third world [MNe

magazine, which was publishing since 1977,
when I was in late twentiesthe age when guys
engage themselves in colourful activities; 1 dedi-
cated myselfl into journalism. The idea behind
third world magazine was to represent the third
world states in the cold war era. It was a popular
journal. Bul as the Soviet Union collapse, the:
concept of third world automatically died. The
new post-cold war era appears as the era of
regional cohesion and development. Thus with
the demand of new geo-political realities, third
world was re-launched as SOUTHASIA at the
twilight of the last decade. SOUTHASIA magazine
is, therefore, dedicated to regional peace and
progress. It is the [irst regional magazine, who
has a very active valuable chain of correspon-
dents in each South Asian state. We are jointly
working as a South Asian family and promoting
healthy journalism In the region, which believes

in peace and love.

The Buzz. ..

Khaleda Zia, Leader of the Opposition of Bangladesh: "We took part in
the War of Liberation not to return the nation to the fold of Pakistan.
Rather they (AL) want to make Bangladesh a part of India.” |
Shah AMS Kibria, Finance Minister of Bangladesh: "Many business
men have taken a position against me. Some of them even tried to use
their political influence against me for my actions against them.”

stan and the Kashmiri leadership.”

Rafiq Tarar, Pakistani President: "1 do not wish to continue in office a
minute more than God wishes to me say. 1 have full faith in Allah who
has entrusted me with this responsibility. My primary objective of hold-

ing the office is serve the nation."

Chandrika Kumaratunga, President of Sri Lanka: "(The LTTE) has
played the fool with the Norwegians. This is the conclusion that the
Government has had to arrive at sadly in the last several months."

General Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of Pakistan: "Pakistan is a
party to the Kashmir dispute and this dispute could only be resolved
with full participation of Islamabad in any future dialogue. Let me categorically assure
you that India would not succeed in its nefarious designs to drive a wedge between Paki-
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