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Post-monsoon Flood in South-west Bangladesh: Causes and Remedies

HE occurrence of flood in
: South Asla {s not a new
phenomenon, but over the
_years (1954-2000) the prob-
ne of the main concerns of most
people. Bangladesh floods of
1987, 1988 and 1998 attracted
international attention and vari-
ous theories have been adopted
for the causes of those floods.
However, recent flood In the
southwest region of Bangladesh
is leading experts to further spec-
ulate about the causes of floods in
Bangladesh. Meherpur,
Chuadanga, Kushtia,
Jhinaidaha, Jessore, Satkhira,
Magura, Rajshahi and
Chapainababgan] these nine
districts were free from floods,
even at the time of severe flooding
in Bangladesh. Especilally, peo-
ple of Satkhira, Jessore, Kushtia,
Jhinaldaha, Meherpur and
Chuadanga are not at all familiar
with flood devastations but every-
day new areas are being inun-
dated bringing untold miseries
for the people of the region.

Although there has been exten-
shve research on 1987, 1988 and
1998 floods, the exact causes of
severe frequent flooding are yet to
be known. The recent, untimely
and unexpected floods in the
southwest region is further hold-
ing the experts and policy makers
from making any concluding
remark. They are just watching
the situation and constituting
different committees.

Historical analysis suggests
that the severe floods over the last
decade or more in Bangladesh
occurred for different reasons.
For example, In 1987 it was
caused mainly by heavy rainfall
from July lo September over
northwest regions. Insufficient
drainage and embankments
without proper bridges and cul-
verts were identified as causes for
flooding. Minor watercourses
failed to accommodate the huge
water flow because of siltation of
riverbeds. However, Lhe capital
citv Dhaka was nol flooded in
1987 and this flood was not
focused so widely as 1988 and
1998 floods. Started in May-June
with early flash floods in the
southeastern hill basins, the
1988 llood was predominantly
raused by the overflowing of
rivers and that also aggravated by
intensive rainfall over the north-
east of Bangladesh and
Meghalaya (India) to the north.
The major rivers of the country
crossed the danger level and
flooding caused damage to more
than 60 per cent of the country
including most part of Dhaka
City. The 1998 flood was caused
the heavy rainfall in the upper
catchment areas of the Ganges
and the Brahmaputra while
heavy rainfall within Bangladesh
aggravated the situation. Started
in mid-July, the flood of 1998

spread all over Bangladesh
except the southwest region.
Many theories are given about the
exacl causes and duration of this
flood: earthquake In areas of
Himalayas and Andean Island
(which was Identifled as causes of
tidal bore 'Sunami’), high tide In
the bay, sub-surface water circu-
lation and opening of Farakka

Barrage elc.

However, the past floods In
Bangladesh (nundated those
areas, which are known as flood-
prone. People in the flood-prone
areas are familiar with the phe-
nomenon and have their own
mechanisms to cope with It
Expatriate research, warning
systems of government and non-
government organizations only
strengthened the survival tech-
niques of the people. Because the
southwest region is not in the
flood-prone zone, there Is no
research, theory, flood forecast-
Ing system, mechanisms to mea-
sure the level of flood water and
act as such for survival. Above all,
people of the region do not have
preparatory measures (o cope
with severe floods. Experts
opined that overflowing walers
from the neighbouring rivers
Rupnarayan, Damodor,
Mourakkhi In Indila caused the
untimely floods in the southwest
region of Bangladesh. That they
also cut the dams on the rivers
Ganges, Bhagirathi, Isamoti.
Mahananda, Jalangi and Kodla
and the untamed waler also ran
over Bangladesh. When the rivers
failed to accommodate the huge
rainfall water, the Indlans did not
have other option than free the
rivers from barriers.

Should we blame nature for
catastrophe? Past research
proves that floods in Bangladesh

The flood-related sufferings inerease more when the floodwater starts to recede. To restart a nor-
mal life, build new houses are very costly for the distressed poor. Because the flood-affected farmers

_of the south-west regi

ion failed to harvest Amon crop and the stored seeds of their Rabi crops were

inundated, government and non-government bodies could provide them with cash money, seeds of
Rabi crops and vegetables etc. to minimize the losses. The VGF and VGD cards could continue to
help the poor until harvesting of crops in the next year.

are mainly caused due to human
activities. The ecology and envi-
ronment in Bangladesh are
shaped by human interruption.
Bangladesh Is a fashioning delta
and It Is difficult to tame the
rivers of the country because the
channels of her rivers are not
unchanging. The nature of
floodplain and the geographical
setting of Bangladesh have made
it fertile and at the same time
vulnerable due to environmental
changes. Many blame environ-
mental factors as causes of floods
but forget that environmental
degradation Is a contribution of
human population. The rise of
sea level, siltation of riverbeds,
earthquake, global warming,
land erosion elc. are often identl-
fled as causes of floods. But there
are other actions behind these
causes, which should be focused
on, e.g. the faulty construction of
flood control system, unplanned
urbanization, deforestation,
destruction (filling encroach-
ment) of rivers for human settle-
ment, construction of unplanned
roads, bridges and embankments
and lack of steps to solve flood
(root) problems nationally and
regionally. These factors indicate
that human population is con-
tributing more to flood problems
of Bangladesh than the nature
itself Is.

by Dr. Mahbuba Nasreen

The Sufferings

Although there iIs flood fore-
casting system for the Padma-
Jamuna and Brahmapulra
basin, no such system was avall-
able for the Meghna basin and
Hill-tracts region. For the recent
flood management in the south-
west region, [orecasting IS
dependent mainly on assump-
tions. Until 11 October, the flood
situation of Kushtla, Jessore,
Meherpur, Jhinaldaha and
Chuadanga was gradually
improving but that of Satkhira
was deteriorating. Everyday flood
engulfed new areas of five of the
seven upazilas of Satkhira dis-
trict. Many people are marooned;
living in the food refuges, on
roads, platforms, rooftops and
trees. Flood affected people are
struggling for survival with such
odds as lack of food, medicine,
pure drinking water, flghting
water borne diseases, with insuf-
ficient relief materials. They are
also victims of conflicts of the
politiclans and corruption over
relief distribution. Women are
facing problems of cooking,
shortage of fuel, toilet facilities,
pregnancy and privacy, they feel
insecure, living with children In
fear of snakes, mosquitoes and
other insects, not to mention the

problem of drinking water.

The main cash crop Amon of
the region is under water and the
farmers did not have means (o
protect the seeds of Rabi crop for
the next season. The lack of prep-
aratlon of farmers to face the
severe [lood Indicates the inexpe-
rience of the people to live with
flood. However, many families are
surviving with the meagre sav-
ings of mushtichal (fistful of rice)
of which women usually keep
from everyday ration to use in the
lean seasons. Women are also
making moveable stove with
earth pot or tin can, trying their
best to keep firewood dry to use as
fuel and keep their livestock allve.
While the distressed men are
wondering around looking for
work and food, women are
remaining at shelter to protect
children, the elderly and remain-
Ing family effects. Women's effort
to provide healthcare for the seek
family members Is also vital in
absence of medical facility. The
flood-affected people are suffer-
ing from dilarrhea, viral fever,
jaundice, skin diseases, conjunc-
tivitis and swelling of the body
and lack of health care facilities in
many places iIs aggravating the
situation. Women's contribution
lo provide family members with
food and health care is vital to

cope with flood.

The Measures

Before floods, government and
other bodies should give urgent
attention to structural solution
such as making embankments
and ralsing dykes besides locus-
Ing on peoples’ needs and sur-
vival activities. Rellef had come to
be a concomitant of floods but
relief does not reach to those who
most need it. Government, politi-
clans, different NGOs and many
other bodies are distributing
rellefl to the flood-aflecled as they
do usually. However, it Is evident
that the amount of relief Is very
insufficient and the relief materi-
als often become useless to the
[lood-affected. For example,
distributing wheat should be
avoided. Because grinding of
whole wheat in flood conditions is
difficult for women. The following
points could be considered while
distributing relief:

¢ Distribution of suji (semolina),
milk, packed serial (rice and
pulses) In roasted and pow-
dered form for the children
should be undertaken.

b Lactating and pregnant
women must be located and
provided food on priority basis.

e Distribution of  local food

instead of foreign canned food
should be undertaken in con-
sideration of habituation.

¢ Supply of drinking water,
kerosene, firewood /fuel, torch
light, especlally In the flood
refuges should be constant.

® Measures Lo keep Insects and
reptiles at bay should be
undertaken.

e Water purifier tablets, oral
saline, first ald box, medicine
lo fight water borne diseases.

® The flood-stricken people lack
cash to buy essentials and even
to make a roof to live under.
Thus cash money could be
provided.

However, media coverage
shows that rellefl is not reaching
to the poor people and it is a tem-
porary arrangement for some of
the victims. It is evident that relief
is distributed from a centre and it
becomes difficult for some, espe-
cially women to reach it. Widow,
divorced or single women. who do
not have any man, do not want to
leave their refuges to protect thelr
children, animals and other
belongings. Even If they queue for
relief, they [ace problems of
transport and often have to wait
long to get a small amount of
relief. Distributors could think
about door-to-door delivery.
Above all, the coordination of
rellef distributors is very impor-
tant to avold giving relief several
times to certaln people and
excluding some others forever.

Relief distributors should
consider environmental factors
while distributing rellel goods.
The distribution of relief goods in
polythene bags can result In
pollution, walterlogging, and

stayed for a longer period and Flood water level rises up to roof of houses in Satkhira

OR once, it makes a pleas-

ant change to write about

something different from
the usual, something positive,
successful, controversy-free, and
of unblemished integrity. How
many know that there are women
in today’s Pakistan who dare to
play cricket and that there Is a
Pakistan Women's Cricket Con-
trol Association (PWCCA) with a
team of cricketing women who go
abroad and play for Pakistan?

Shaiza and Sharmeen Khan of
Karachi started playing cricket
with their elder brother and his
friends when they were about the
same helght as a cricket bat.
Shaiza took to batting and
Sharmeen (o bowling. Their
parents habitually spent an
annual summer holiday in Eng-
land, so when the girls were In
their early teens they joined the
Winchmore Hill Cricket Club and
slarted playing in earnest. Their
cricketing skills grew whilst they
were at boarding school in Shrop-
shire, where as cricketers they
graduated from club level to
league and county levels.

At Leeds University in 1992
Shaiza was appointed the first
non-British captain of the ladies
team, and alter she praduated
Sharmeen (oock over the cap-
taincy. The Leeds team under

TOM & JERRY

Shaiza rose from a rating of 32 to
the trophy holders of the 300-odd
women's university and college
teams in England.

The resolve to form a women's
cricketing body in Pakistan which
would be accepted by the Interna-
tional Women's Cricket Councll
(IWCC) came to the two sisters
when they were summoned to
Headingley to provide bowling
practice to the England squad
who were preparing for the 1993
Women's World Cup (the fifth of
the series). The resolve was
strengthened when they sat at
Lord's watching England play
New Zealand In the finals, and
they vowed to themselves that
they would bring honour and
accolades to their motherland
and be members of a team from
Pakistan when the next World
Cup series came around.

They returned to Pakistan In
1995 and set about forming an
assoclation that would qualify for
the IWCC and travelling around
Pakistan looking for good
cricketing girls. They found them
and by 1996 women's teams were
raised from Punjab and Sindh,
The first national tournament
was held at the Karachl Gym-
khana and Sindh won convinc-
ingly in the three matches played,

By the end of the year, confir-
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mation of the PWCCA’'s member-
ship was received from the IWCC.
The next step was the interna-
tional debut of the Pakistani
team, and both Australia and
New Zealand agreed to a tour.
Three international one day
matches played outside Pakistan
were all that was needed to qual-
ify for the sixth Women's World
Cup to be held In India at the end
of 1997.

They played 18 maltches in New
Zealand, including two one day
matches, winning thirteen. In
Australia they played one one-
dayer and [ive side matches
against the champions and
though beaten In all matches
gained valuable experience. To
gain further experience for the
World Cup, that summer six
players signed on for the English
cricket season, and In Oclober
they rendezvoused at Lahore to
set up a camp for the World Cup.
After the usual trials and tribula-
tions blockages, and the general
nationally adopted negative non-
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decline of soll fertility when these
bags are discarded. As far as
possible rellef goods should be
distributed In bags that people
would not throw away and may
even preserve, for example, jute
bags with waterproof polythene
lining that may protect the con-
lent.

We should bear in mind that
relief is a temporary solution for
some of the flood victims, and
would not help to solve problems
of floods in Bangladesh. There s a
need to adopt long-term strategy
lo manage devastating floods.
The structural measures did not
solve flood problems rather
Increased flood losses and caused
environmental damage. There Is
also a need for timely and well-
focused policy to solve flood-
related problems. A step to man-
age the agriculture, forest, water
regimes, structural construction
and ensure regional cooperation
Is needed to manage floods.
Becausé the geographical set-
tings and water- courses of Ban-
gladesh are related to other
neighbouring countries, so a
regional solution to flood prob-
lems should be given emphasis.
Programmes may be targeted at
specific groups, such as the poor,
or they may have a broader soclo-
economic scope. Because poor
people in the flood-affected
reglons are surviving with floods,
their activities need to receive
attention in government plan-
ning.

The flood-related sufferings
increase more when the
floodwater starts to recede. To
restart a normal life, build new
houses are very costly for the
distressed poor. Because the
flood-affected farmers of the
soulh-west region failed to har-
vest Amon crop and the stored
seeds of their Rabl crops were
inundated, government and non-
government bodies could provide
them with cash money, seeds of
Rabi crops and vegetables etc. to
minimize the losses. The VGF
and VGD cards could continue to
help the poor until harvesting of
crops in the next year.

But responses to the sufferings
of flood victims is vet very few and
far between. Why? Should we
believe thalt people are not
responding to the recent flood
because Dhaka is saved? Where
is the altruism to assist the
affected? We should not forget
that the recent floed is not only
devastating the
southwest region but also would
cause Jong-term suffering for the
whole Bangladesh economy. We
should all stand by the side of the
flood-affected people, for the sake
of the country itself.

The author is Associate Profes-
sor, Department of Sociology,
Dhalka University

Platinum-gold

The only discouraging and blocking factor has been the cricketing bureaucracy of Pakistan which
has done its very best to ensure that the team was not formed, and when against all odds it was
formed, that it was not allowed to play in Pakistan or elsewhere. Fortunately, the bureaucracy is
not always invincible.

Ardeshir Cowasjee writes from Karachi

cooperative attitude towards
anything innovative, the Army
stepped in and provided the team
with a cricket ground at Tufall
Road.

Women's Cricket Australia and
the Australian Sports Commis-
sion sponsored a coach, Jodle
Davis, a former player. Word was
spread that a team was being
ralsed and 3,000 girls turned up
at the camp, an amazing number
proving that in the male-oriented
society of the Republic of Paki-
stan women still had high hopes.
A lteam was selected In mid-
November and set off for Delhi for
the opening ceremony on Decem-
ber 5, 1997.

They played five matches
against Denmark, England,
Australla, South Africa and Ire-
land. Excusably and expectedly,
all'were lost, the team being the
bables of women cricket at a mere
three weecks of age. All the
women's cricket teams of the
Weslern world have been playing
for over fifty years, India has had

By Hanna-Barbera
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a team for 35 years, and Sri
Lanka for 13 years.

In April 1998 the team toured
Sri Lanka, where it played its
debut test and three one-day
matches, again losing all to an
experienced team on its home
ground. That summer six players
again went to play in England, a
practice now established on an
annual basls.

In 1999 Shaiza was asked to
play for the MCC in its debut
match In May at the Bank of
England cricket ground, the first
time in 212 years since the found-
ing of the MCC that a women's
team had found acceptance.
Shaiza laced the first ball in this
historic match, scored the first
run, and hit the first boundary for
the MCC Women's Cricket Team.
There were four [ixtures lor the
1999 season, and Sharmeen and
Kiran Baloch, an all-rounder,
arrived to also play for the MCC in
the last two matches. The three
girls were the only overseas play-
ers lo participale,

In July 2000 the team toured

Ireland, playing four one-day
matches, and their second test,

again losing all.

In August the team arrived In
England to play their first match
there, a forty-over one-daver
against High Wycombe (Kiran's
old team which she had cap-
talned since 1998), which they
won easily. They scored 297 for 5
olf 40 overs, with Shalza, the
Captain, at 76 not out,
Sharmeen, the Vice-Captain
scoring 48, Nazia Nazeer, 36, and
Kiran 38. High Wycombe were all
out for 101, Sharmeen, Nazi and
12-year old Sajida Shah (the
youngest inlernational plaver
ever) each taking three wickets.

They moved on to
Charterhouse School at Guild-
ford where they played against
the MCC and scored a famous
victory. It was a rain-hit match.
The MCC batting first scored 143
for 2 off 40 overs and Pakistan
made 144 for 3 off 29.1 overs. The

winning streak is on. A team {rom
Europe has been invited to play
here In Pakistan next vear

All this is due lo the determina-
tion of the two sisters, both work-
ing women, both educated and
knowledgeable, both earning
their keep and paying for their
cricketing expenses. It is also due
to the generosity and under-
standing of their father,
Mohammad Said Khan, and a few
family (riends and supporters,
who provided the initial financing
and of the subsequent
inancing for the team. The pres-
ent MD of PIA. Sher Afghan, has
been most helpful in giving dis-
counted tickets.

As for moral support, they have

much

been propped up and encouraged
by the team's patron, Anita
Ghulam Ali, our forward-looking
educationist and provincial min-
ister, bv Omar Kureishi, Arif
Abbasi, Hanif Mohammad, She
editor Zohra Karim and Women's
Cricket International editor Afia
Salam. The sporling press of
Pakistan in general has also been
most supportive.

The only and
blocking the
cricketing bureaucracy ol Paki-
stan which has done its very best

discouraging

factor has been

to ensure that the team was not

formed. and when against all

odds it was formed, that it was
not allowed to play in Pakistan or
elsewhere. Fortunately, the
bureaucracy is not always invin-
cible.

When not playing cricket or
involved in ericket affairs, Shazia
who qualified at Leeds University
in industrial textile engineering.
and Sharmeen who qualified In
textile management, are business
executives in their father's enter-
prise. The company manufac-
tures and exports Axminster and
Wilton carpets, but now is suffer-
ing and working only one shift a
day due to the unfair competition
faced from smuggled carpets.
This Is not a joke. Carpet rolls of
12 feet width and 30 feet length
are regularly smuggled into the
country and are bought by all the
major establishments and large
buyers such as hotels.

Pakistan may not have won a
bronze, silver or gold medal at the
Olympics, but our young girls
have won the first MCC Interna-
tional one-dayer, the equal of a
platinum-gold, and the Pakistan
Women's Cricket Team stands
tall.

They are proud of the letter of
congratulations received f{rom
patron of the MCC, Queen Eliza-
beth.
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