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\Marriage, widowhood often lead women fo

KSA vows to

get back

1jackers from Iraq

~ Saudi plane arrives in London

~ RIYADH, Oct 16 : Saudi Arabi
-.( extradite two Saudi security

conlerence.

a Issued a determined call today to Iraq

officers who used a service revolver to

ack a Boeing 777 carrying 104 et ‘
"We demalﬂﬁ the handlzg ﬂvcrpgi?P 0 Baghdad, reports AFP.

dsl;lydmc [raql authorities, Interior Minister Prince Nayef bin Abduli

he two hijackers,” who are bein

2 “We will not compromise over their extradition,” he vowed during a

~_Riyadh would "have recourse to all the established procedures to

~obtain the extradition of the two h

‘with Interpol, to bring the men to ju

jjackers,” the prince said, starting
stice.

Jordan played the intermediary during the hijackl
_ acking crisis, the
sald. but Saudi Arabia had no contact nor entered into any

negotiation with Iraq, he stressed.
Nayel did praise the '

positive” behaviour of the Iraqi authorities who

quickly defused the crisis, but he added that had "nothing to do" with
politics or a restoration of diplomatic relations.

Meanwhile, a Saudi plane hijacked and diverted to Baghdad over the
weekend landed early Monday at London's Heathrow airport, its origi-
nal T%rsllnatlun. a Foreign Office official said.

¢ plane landed at 8:44 am (13:44 BST) with 90 passengers on
board, 40 of them British, and 14 crew. It had left lhepgaué:b capital

Riyadh at 7:43 BST.
The Foreign

Office official told AFP that the passengers would be

debriefed by police before meeting their families in a secluded area of

the airport.

International

Immediate end to violence
goal of ME summit

Barak 'fed up' with Arafat

WASHINGTON, Oct 16 : US
President Bill Clinton left for
Egypt Sunday to attend a Middle
East summit almed at halting
violence between Israel and the
Palestinians that Is threalening
to unravel the regional peace
process, reports AFP.

Clinton made no comments as
he left the White House at 4:20
pm (2:20 BST) accompanied by
Secretary of State Madeleine
Albright and a team of advisors.

The summit begins Monday at
Egypt's Red Sea resort of Sharm
al-Sheikh. Israell Prime Minister
Ehud Barak and Palestinlan
leader Yasser Arafat are expected
lo attend, along with UN Secre-
tary General Kofl Annan, Egyp-
tlan President Hosnl Mubarak,
Jordan's King Abdullah 11 and the
European Unlon's top diplomat
Javier Solana,

An end Lo the violence between
Israelis and Palestinians Is the

United States' primary goal In the
Middle East summit In Egypl,
senlor US officials sald Sunday.

The violence of the last two
weeks, In which more than 100

ple, mainly Palestinians, have

n killed and more than 3,000

injured means that the problem

ol how to revive wider peace pro-

cess will be lower down the
enda.

"We do have to try to reduce the
violence and take a turn back for
a period of calmness, so that we
can move back to a peace pro-
cess,” US Secretary of State Mad-
eleine Albright told ABC's "This
Week" talk show.

For Clinton, the Sharm el-
Sheikh summit represents a last-
ditch attempt lo avert the com-
plete collapse of a peace process
in which he has a considerable
emotional and political invest-
ment, according to analysts.

Now, the pressing problem Is

what practical arrangements may
halt the bloodshed. And new
issues, such as the Palestinian
demand for an International
inquiry, have jostled aside those
debated at the Camp David sum-
mit inJuly.

US Middle East special envoy
Dennis Ross sald on Fox televi-
sion that if the Palestinians could
“do more on their side to prevent
the points of confrontation,” then
the United States would like to
see, Il possible, that “the Israclis
then restrain their use of live fire.”

Meanwhile, Israell prime Min-
ister Ehud Barak is "fed up” with
Yasser Arafat and believes the
Palestinian leader Is not ready for
peace, a spokesman for Barak
sald here today.

"Personal relationships play an
important role in diplomacy,” the
spokesman, Nahman Shal, sald,
"and | have the feeling that Barak
Is fed up with Arafat.
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Women and men hold posters on Sunday during the World March
of Women 2000 in Washington, DC. Women from over 80 countries
came to prolest poverty and violence against women around the

world.

--AFP photo

Lech Walesa
- L

calls it quits

WARSAW, Oct 16 : Lech
Walesa, once the hero of the
Polish Solldarity movement, has
lo decided to quit politics, his
spokesman sald Sunday, follow-
ing his disastrous performance
in the presidential elections last
week, reports AFP.

Marek Karpinskl
Walesa s retiring from political
life bearing in mind his defeat in
the elections.” the PAP agency
reported.

Walesa, 57, as head of a small
[;arty with little influence, scored
ess than one percent of the vote
in last Sunday's elections, com-
ing seventh In a list of 12 candi-
dates. Former communist

Aleksander Kwasnlewski won a
second five year term.

The humiliating defeat came
as a personal blow which con-
firmed that the former Gdansk
ship worker and Nobel prize
winner had come to play only a
marginal political role.

Walesa, who became Poland's
first democratically elected post-
communist President in 1990,
lost to Kwasnlewskl in 1995.

sald “"Lech

i
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The Union Home Minister Lal Krishna Advani (2nd from L) salutes along with other

members of the

Rashtriva Sevak Sangh (RSS), National Volunteers Corps, during the final day of the 75th anniver-
sary celebrations of the Hindu nationalist group at the Taj Mahal town of Agra on Sunday. More than
75.000 volunteers gathered for the three-day camp to mark the outfit's 75th anniversary - making it
the largest gathering in the group's history.

COLOMBO, Oct 16 The
vorld's first woman prime minis-
er died just minutes alter casting
her baliot in national elections.
She was survived by her daugh-
er, whois t, and her son,
an opposition leader, reports AP.

Sirimavo Bandaranaike's
death at 84 came also on the 60th
anniversary of her marriage 1o
another former prime minister,

urdered decades earlier.

In South Asia, political leader-
hip has long been a family
affair, with dynasties often domi-
mated by women thrust into
power upon the slaying of their
husbands or fathers.

Women in the subcontinent
or the most part are still treated
as second-class citizens who are
sold into marriage, banished if
they fail to produce sons, and
onsigned to spend their lives
serving men.

Yet the daughters and wives of

y politicians in this region
take over countries when their
husbands or [athers fall. even

though they have little political
or professional rience.

"The people feel that the wife is
the best to carry eon,’
Bandaranaike - told The Associ-
ated Press in an interview “in
1988. "They trust the wife to carry
on the husband's policies more
than anyone else.”

Bandaranaike added : "There
is a certain amount of sympathy
for the widow. You can’'t deny that
also helps.”

Bandaranaike was (rans-
formed from shy housewife into a
political dynamo after her hus-
band, Prime Minister Solomon
Dias Bandaranaike was killed by
a deranged Buddhist monk in
1959.

She campaigned for her hus-
band's party and was elected the
world's first woman prime minis-
ter on July 20, 1960. It was six
vears belfore Indira Gandhi
became India’'s first woman
leader; nine years before Golda
Meir took over in Israel. and 19
years before Margaret Thatcher

—-AFP photo

began her Lhree-term premier-
ship of Britain.

Bandaranaike went on to serve
as prime minister in this island
nation off the southern tip of
India ifon three terms until she
stepped down in August. Her
daughter, Chandrika

Kumaratunga, is Sri Lanka's
president.
"People trust women from

Dynastic families. They have a
certain charisma,” said Kumari
Jayawardena of the Social Scien-
tists Association in Colombo.

Indira Gandhi, daughter of
India's first prime minister,
Jawaharlal Nehru, was known
as the Mother of India. She was
loved, hated. feared, respected.
She abolished the princely
estates of the maharajahs, inter-
vened in Pakistan's civil war to
create the new nation of Bangla-
desh in 1971 and led India into
the nuclear age.

Indira was installed as prime
minister in 1966 by men who
thought she would be pliable.

China's military ready to
use force against Taiwan

BEIJING, Oct 16 : China, in its
strongest warning to Talwan
since President Chen Shui-bian
took power. Lhreatened today to
use florce to block any move
towards independence in a major
defence policy document which
also frown on US military
dominance, reports AFP.

"China’'s National Defence in
2000" -- a white paper published
by China's cabinet. the State
Council -- said the situation In
the Taiwan Straits was "compli-
cated and grim.”

The new leaders of Talwan,
which China considers a rene-
gade provinwe. had adopted an

evasive and obscure attitude to

the one-China principle,” the
document said.

“Separalist forces in Talwan
are scheming to split the island
province from China, in one form
or another,” the document said.

"This has seriously under-
mined the preconditions and
foundation for peaceful reunifica-
tion across the Straits.”

The document also presented
Beijing's overall view of interna-
tional security, painting a picture
of China being pushed to increase
defence spending in the face of
US military dominance after the
Cold War.

“No fundamental change has

been made in the old, unfair and

irrational international political
and economic order.
Hegemonism and power politics
still exist and are developing
further in the international politi-
cal, economic and security
spheres,” the white paper said.

The document denounced US
"interference” In the Talwan
issue, which is a key issue driving
Beijing's foreign and military
policies.

Meanwhile, Taiwan authorities
on Monday called on China to
thrash out long-standing territo-
rial dispules by peaceful means
after Beljing renewed its military
threat against the island.
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17.11.2000,

Investment Corporation of
Bangladesh

. Investors’ Department
Shilpa Bank Building (15th Floor), Dhaka
Sub: Right Share: Islami Bank Bangladesh Ltd

This is tor information of the valued investors of 1CB
and branch offices that
Bangladesh Ltd has deaided to issue Right Shares on 1:1
basis at a price of Tk 1000.00 (one thousand) per share to
the shareholders of the company whose names appeared
in the Company’s Share Register on 14th October, 2000.
The application and subscription money of the Right
1ssue will be received by the company from 18.10.2000 to

Islami Bank

Investors interested to buy Right Shares of Islami Bank
Bangladesh Ltd through their Investment Accounts are
requested to contact ICB offices and submit their written
purchase instructions along with deposits (if required)
by 14th November, 2000.

Helal A S Mansur
Assistant General Manager
Investors” Department

Belarus polls
'"flawed':

OSCE

MINSK, Oct 16 European
eleclion observers said loday that
weekend Belarus parliamentary
polls had falled to meet Interna-
tional democratic standards and
“the process remained
flawed, reports AFP,

A parliamentary trolka from
the Organisation for Security and
Cooperation in Europe (OSCE),
the Council of Europe and the
Euro Parllament sald that
its initial findings had concluded
that the elections were not [ree
and falr,

“The October 15 parliamentary
election process in Belarus failed
to meel international standards
for democratic elections,” the
European mission sald In a stale-
ment.

“In particular, the elections lell
short of meeting minimum condi-
tions for free, fair, equal, account-
able and transparent elections.

"Despile some lmprovements
since previous elections, the
process remained flawed,” the
statement added.

Christians, Muslims reject RSS
call to recognise Hindu roots

NEW DELHI, India, Oct 16 :
Indian Christians and Muslims
Monday rejected calls by a power-
ful Hindu right-wing group lo
recognise their Hindu roots, and
warned of attempts to subjugalte
religious minorities, reports AFP.

The Catholic Bishops Confer-
ence of India (CBCI) said
demands by the head of the
Hindu nationalist RSS organisa-
tion, K.S. Sudarshan, for a
"swadeshi” or nationalist Indian
Church posed a serious threat to
religious freedom.

"Does Sudarshan want the
Indian democratic system to be
done away with and to follow the
Chinese communist dictatorial
system of politics where there is
no individual freedom and no
religious freedom?” said CBCI
spokesman Father Dominic
Emmanuel.

Sudarshan's remarks were
made during a three-day "na-
tional defence camp” of the RSS,
or National Volunteer Corps,
which drew aboul 75.000 mem-
bers over the weekend in the
northern city of Agra.

In a keynote speech,
Sudarshan sald Muslims and
Christians should acknowledge

their common Hindu ancestry as
the 2 1st century would be shaped
and dominated by Hindus.

Syd Shabuddin, a prominent
representative of the Muslim
community, dismissed
Sudarshan's comments as
merely reiterating the RSS
agenda of creating a Hindu theoc
racy in India.

"The objective of the RSS has
been the Hindunisation of the
Indian polity. They have always
believed that the real India is the
Hindu India. So | take these com-
ments in my siride,” said
Shabuddin, a columnist and
former MP.

The representatives of both
communities expressed their
concern at the presence of Home
Minister L.K. Advanli at the clos-
ing of the camp on Sunday, say-
ing it underlined the links
between the RSS and ruling
Hindu nationalist BJP party.

"It was stupid and wrong ol
Mr. Advani to have gone there,”

Shabuddin sald, adding the
minister's presence belied
BJP president Bangaru

Laxman's stated policy of inte-
grating Muslims into the party
fold.

Monks, businessmen seek
broad-based Lankan govt

COLOMBO, Oct 16 : Sri
Lanka's influential Buddhist
monks and business leaders
today demanded a national gov-
ernment as political parties tried
to finalise a coalition after elec-
tion results ended in a hung
Parliament, reports AFP.

Leading Buddhist monk,
Murultthettuwe Ananda, said
President Chandrika
Kumaratunga's People's Alliance
(PA) and the main opposilion
United National Party (UNP)
should unite to form a govern-
ment.

The monk said that minor
parties were holding the country
to ransom and extracling a dis-
proportionate number of portfo-
lios and key jobs in exchange for
their support. The government
was unstable, he said.

The sentiments of the Bud-
dhist clergy have been echoed by
the country's respected Ceylon
Chamber ol Commerce.

Chamber officials said mem-
bers had already begun lobbying
both ruling party and opposition
figures to win a stable govern

ment that was seen as essential
to attract much needed foreign
investmeni.

However, the opposition UNP,
which came a close second in the
poll, has already tried but failed
to string together a coalition with
the Muslim SIMC party and
several others to prevent the PA
[rom coming to power.

The UNP is now seeking court
action to call a fresh poll in the
central province, {ollowing claims
that vote-rigging and violence
skewed the results.

The SLMC, despite also com-
plaining of ballot stuffing, has
joined forces with Kumaratunga
who formed the new government
on Friday. However the Muslim
party was slill attempting to fine-
tune their deal, party sources
said.

"There will be a round of talks
with the president on Tuesday to
finalise a memorandum of under-
standing between the two sides,
a spokesman for the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress (SLMC) said

Bidding amongst the parties
reached fever pitch aller Tues

She soon proved them wrong and
stayed in office for 11 years, but
governed with heavyhanded
emergency powers for the last 20
months. When democracy was
restored voters threw her out,
but she rebounded in 1980 to
serve four more years as prime
minister until Sikh bodyguards
assassinated her.

In neighbouring Bangladesh,
Sheikh Hasina and Khaleda Zia
both came to power following
family murders.

Hasina's father was the coun-
try's first president, Sheikh
Mujibur Rahman, assassinated
in 1975. Her archrival Khaleda
sought a role in politics only after
her husband, President Ziaur
Rahman, was killed.

Both women were installed by
male politicians in need of party
leaders who could unite the
ranks by invoking memories of
once-popular presidents.

But their bitter rivalry is often
blamed for the legislative dead-
locks and strikes that paralyze

power

————— e 1
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one of the world's poorest coun-

tries.
Sunila Abeysekera, director ol

INFORM, a human rights centre
in Colombo, said women are often
thrust into power as figureheads
for male power brokers behind
the scenes.

"In order to salve the male egos,
selecting the widow or daughter

of the assassinated leader
becomes the way of defusing
tension within the party,
Abeysekera said. |

She doesn't like it.

"Politics in South Asia is quite
feudal and the political power still
lies in the hands of families,”
Abeysekera said. "The work of
individuals is still not recog-
nised. That's a terrible thing."

Benazir of Pakistan became
the first woman leader of a mod-
ern Muslim nation when she won
office in 1988. Twice elected
prime minister, she now lives in
Britain and ha been convicted in
absentia of corruption. Her male
successor, Nawaz Sharilf, is also

accused of corruption.
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Thousands evacuated as
European flood claims &

GONDO, Switzerland, Oct 16 :
Eight people died, 17 were miss-
ing and were evacuated Sunday
from floods and landslides in
rain-lashed southern Switzer-
land, France and northern Italy,
reports AFP.

Seven people died in Italy and
one in the French Medilerranean
Island of Corsica. A huge wave hit
a group ol sailors in the western
port of Savona killing one of them,
a Philipino, port authorities said
Sunday.

Two others were swept away
and four injured.

But the worst single incident
occurred in Swilzerland, where a
landslide measuring 40 meters

»

(yards) across cut the southwest-
ern village of Gondo in two sweep-
ing about 10 buildings away,
police said.

Thirteen people from the vil-
lage were missing but it was
unclear whether they had been
buried or were simply absent at
the time of the disaster on Satur-
day morning, they said.

Rescue workers said Saturday
that torrents of water appeared (O
have burst a retaining wall in the
village.

The search resumed Sunday
afternoon after an almost 24-
hour break when conditions were
deemed safe enough for rescuers
to continue looking.

Aerial view of Neubrueck-Stalden, Switzerland, where three peo-
ple went missing after a mudslide caused by heavy rainfalls swept

away four houses on Sunday.

--AFP photo

day's parliamentary elections
pointed to a hung parliament
with no c¢lear winners.
Kumaratunga's PA emerged as
the biggest single group

The Marxist JVP, or People's
Liberation Front, aid they were
also contemplating legal action to
demand fresh elections in several
areas.

“We don’'t have much faith in he
legal system to get justice
done,"JVP spokesman Wimal
Weerawansa said."But we are
discussing the issue. If not lor the
violence, we could have got at
least two more seals.

The private Centre for Moni-
toring Election Violence (CMEV)
sald the final outcome in 17 poll-
ing divisions was "utterly mean-
ingless”™ because of the extent ol
ballot stuffing.

The government must prove its
parliamentary majority at its first
session on Wednesday. The gov-
-ermment was yel 10 announce a
cabinet as heclic
still reportedly

;-| S| s

bargaining was

underway lor

US vows to be 'relentless' in
pursuing attackers of ship

WASHINGTON, Oct 16 : The
United States vowed Sunday to
be "relentless” in pursuing the

rpetrators of Thursday's attack
on a US Navy destroyer in the
Yemeni port of Aden, as most of
the wounded headed home,
reporis AFP.

In an interview with CBS televi-
sion, Defence Secretary William
Cohen said the United States "will
be relentless in tracking down
those individuals or groups that
were responsible for this" and will
"make sure they pay a penalty for
it.”

The blast "has blown a hole in
the heart of the American people
as well as that ship,” he said.

Cohen said that, while the US
government does not yet know
who perpetrated the act, "il's
inconsistent with anything but a
terrorist attack, so we're satislied
that this was clearly an act of
terrorism.

In the same interview, Admiral
Vern Clark emphasised the USS
Cole followed correct refuelling
procedures in place in Aden for
the past 19 or 20 months.

He said no reason existed to
believe any danger would be
involved.

"We have refuelled two dozen or
so ships in Aden, and nothing

. .

West Bengal
flood toll climbs
to 1,358

NEW DELHI, Oct 16 : Flood
waters were receding in India’s

West Bengal state Sunday as the |

death toll over the past three
weeks climbed to 1,358, a provin-
cial minister told the Press Trusl
of India, reports AFP.

Finance Minister AsSIim

Dasgupta told reporters in the |
state capital Calcutta that 115 |
fatalities were caused by disease |

and snake bites.

He saild about 88,000 cattle
had also perished in the devastat-
ing floods.

Dasgupta sald the federal
government in New Delhi had not
released a "single paisa” as yet In
relief ald.

West Bengal had demanded 15
billion rupees (330 million dol-
lars) in relief funds.

Slovenia's
ex-PM's party
wins polls

LJUBLJANA, Oct 16 The
centre-left parly of Slovenia's
former prime minister Janez
Drnovsek won weekend parlia-
mentary elections with 36.04 per
cent of the vote, according (o
official results released today.
reports AFP.

Drmovsek's Liberal Democrats
(LDS) would thus have 34 seals in
the 90-seat parliament, far sur-
passing the Soclal Democratic
Party (SDS) of Prime Minister
Andrej Bajuk's centre-right coali-
tfon, which won 15.87 per cent of
Sunday's vote, giving it 14 seals.

with regard to threat assessment
has changed since we started
that program,” he said.

Some 33 injured US sailors
arrived Sunday to a hero's wel
come at the port city of Norfolk,
Virginia, on a military transport
plane from Germany.

With a Navy band playing
upbeat marches, 33 wounded
sallors from the USS Cole -- some
of them on stretchers -- were
helped off a military transport
plane from Germany at the US
port city.

They were greeted by a Navy
band playing upbeat marches,
and by relatives and Navy com
rades

Six ol the L-f‘:.t'-ilb;_‘»
injured members of the USS Cole
crew will remain at the US mili-
tary hospital in Ramstein, Ger-
many

Of the boat that rammed the
USS Cole on Thursday, causing
the explosion, Clark said: “It's
clear from the reports that I have
had from the chain of command
that the captain of the ship
clearly believed this boat was part
of that support structure.

"That's how it got in that prox
imity.”

Cohen said refuelling in Aden
has been called to a halt while the

most
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incident is being im
The bodies ol
victims who
women aged 19
returned to the
Saturday

five of the 17
included two
United States on

The USS Cole remains in Aden,
seriously damaged and listing
hn{!l.‘a'.

Clark said that on Saturday
the &w?u[‘ t"\;-':"*T.Lrif d ITUNor
setback,” losing power and the
use of pumps controlling waler
levels

As a result, the ship sullered
some additional flooding,” he
said, which has bee brought
under control. “They're working
to rig emergen , 4
establish communications and
control the situation.” he said

Security in the area has been
heichtened, and two or three
additional ships are expected to
arrive in a day or so, he said

Cohen declined to sav whether
the blast was connes ted to the
violence that has raged lor Lthe
I"Ind._"‘*: T"-'n-"": ""-""':"\.“'- DElWwWeen |‘“'-.'.‘."I.:-.""
and Palestinians in the Middlie
East.

It has the appearance of ha\
ing some period of premedita
tion.” he said. "1 think it's just
premature lo draw any nexus ol

connection justLyel
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