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Waugh feels
for fledglings

SYDNEY. Oct 14 (Internet
report):  Australian  skipper
Steve Waugh would like to see

layers from minnow nations --

enva and Bangladesh -- ol
fered the opportunity to develop
their skills in Australian clu
cricket.

Waugh told the Sydney
Moming Herald that while the
fledgling members of the world
cricket fraternity were growin
up., to improve, they needec
proper guidance from the Inter-
national Cricket Board and the
established cricket nations.

“Some of these guys are very
good players, but they need
more experience." Waugh said
“They'd be very good club crick-
eters and | know some of them
would love to come ount here
and play some cricket this sea-
son.”

Waugh had a first-hand look
at the Kenyans when Australia
played them in a warm-up
match before the start of the
1CC Knockout Cup tournament,
held in Nairobi. And he was
suitably timpressed.

"1 just hope they get enough
support to stay up to standard
and Kkeep improving because
they've got a huge amount of
talent, these sides,” Waugh
said.

If you're going to expecl
these guys to be international-
standard one-day cricketers
and perhaps play Test cricket,
they 've got to play more oue-day
internationals. Either that or
they've got to be covered lo
expenses to play grade cricket
in Australia or wherever lor Six
months.” Waugh said,

ACB to monitor
Test form

MELBOURNE. Oct 14 (AFP)
Australia’'s cricket selectors will
monitor form in state matches
betore picking their side to play

the West Indies in the first Test
next montlh.
But chairman of selectors

Trevor Hohns would not say if
that meant they were looking
for a replacement for the disap-
pointing Mark Waugh.

“It's up to us to assess the
importance of keeping this lot
together but it's too difficult to
talk about that until we see
what happens in these games,’
Hohns said Tuesday.

"But there are a couple of
players we would like to see
score some runs or take some
wickets."

Australia will be out to break
the West Indies' world record 11
consecutive Test victories in the
first Test here from Nov 23

The Australian one-day team

arrive home Wednesday after
their disappointing 1CC Cup
tournament in Nairobi. amid

fresh calls for selectors to end
Matk' " Waugh's international
career

Bundesliga

Dortmund makes
Sammer happy

BERLIN. Oct 14: Borussia
Dortmund went top of the Bun-
desliga on Friday after a 1-0
home win over Freiburg
achieved with a goal seven
minutes from time by Jorg
Heinrich. reports AFP.

A bumper crowd of 62,000

saw the match at the West-
falenstadion and coach and
former German intemational

star Matthias Sammer was de-
lighted to see his side recover

[rom a recent 4-0 hiding by
local rivals Schalke.
“It's a real relief. Had we

gone down to a third straight
home loss people would hav
started saving we have a coni-
plex about home matches." said
Sammer, whose side have been
much happier on their travels
lo date,

"But we attacked 1for 90
minutes and deserved to win.”
Borussia. European cham-

pions in 1997 since when they
have endured a lean patch,
have 16 points from eigh
games but Bayern Munich. on
15, ean go top again Saturday if
they get a draw or win at Ener-
gie Cottbus

UEFA blasted

BRUSSELS. Oct 14: UEFA
European football’s poverning
t;m{l_'». were rlrnnllllr t‘f[ dads h\,'l]r;_
crites bv playvers’ representa-
tivies on Fridav over their atti-
ude to [rrr:pnﬁr*fi changes in
the lootball transfer systen..
reports AFP

Members of the Interna-
tional Federation of Proles-
sional Footballers Associations
(FIFpro) met the European
Commissioner for competiton,
Mario Monti, and FlFpro vice-

president Philippe Piat spoke of

the “Interia and hypocorisy” that

characterised the game's
Authorities

TEFA and the national
leagues make out they want to
negotiate  with us and the
Conmumission to find a solution
to the tranfer question that

complies with the law but in

reality want to keep the status

quo.” he said.

FIFpro is pushing the line
that lootballers are workers like

any others, who pay taxes and
are protected by laws and have
an equal right to freedom of
movement.

For that reason, FIFpro has
conceded to UEFA the possibil-
ity of accepting fines for players
walking out on contracts before
two wyears and even lhniting
salaries.

“Our propositions are very
positive but UEFA and the na-
tional leagues want fto stick
with the current system. In
light of that we no longer wish

to discuss the matter with
UEFA." Piat Insisted. "Mario
Monti isn't fooled Dby their

hypocritical attitude.

"“UEFA pretend (o negotiate
but will do anything to get their
own way with the Commission.”

T

g8 __ BEIRUT, Oct 14:
Damage [lmitation

> is expected to be
the name ot the

:&:#013305 game when an

under-strength
Thatland take on in-form tour-

Asian Cup here on Sunday,
reports AFP.
Thailand's English  coach

Peter Withe has spent the past
two years attempting to instil a
winning mentality amongst the
Thais.

But even the former Aston
Villa star is under no illusions
about the scale of Thailand's
task as the sccond round of

Group A matches pget under.
Wiy

“Certaindy Iran have got a lot
ol good players and they have
more  experence  than  as”
Withe told AFDP.

‘IFrom that point of view it Is
going to be a very hard match
for us. But we have to be posi-
tive otherwise there's no point
in us plaving.” he said.
Thailand. beaten 2-0 by Iraq
in a woelul opening match on
Thursday, have so far looked
like the weakest team in the
tournament. lran by contrasi
have been by lar the most im-
pressive,  dishing out a 4-0
drubbing to Lebanon
"Thev are a very poud side

nament favourites lran in the

' Thais await Iran attac

and probably are the Lavonrites
far the title, You look at 1he
plavers they have plaving in
Cwrope and yon can see why
thar 1. Withe added.
Thatland's  sele  European-
based player Kiatisak ‘'Zico'
Senamuang went on the miss:
ing list prior to the Asian Cup
providing an unwelcome dis-
rupton to Thar preparations,
Although Kiatisak has so far
lalled to report for dutyv. Withe
has kept a place open for the

TODAY’'S MATCHES

Iran v Thailand (B pin BST)

Iraqg v Lebanon ( 10,45 pm
BST)

The matches will

shown live on Channel i.

be

HTudderstield forward

'he former skipper ol the
national  side wold Satuardav's
Baugkok IPost that he had never
received a tormal request from
Thailand's Football Assoclation
(o join the sguad

1 never received a document
from the Thatland Footbhall As-
socation statimg the need for
presence at the Asian Cup.” he
said.

Kiatlsak sald he
he wight be
Asian Cup through a

only heard
necded lor the
ilhrlt'hlll

Indonesia, Kuwait
share poin

TRIPOLL Lebanon, Oct 14

reporter in Britain, where he | MINows lidonesia battled (o &

plavs lor First Divisionn  elub
Hudderstield Town,
The  plaver denied allega-

tons that he had lost his desire
to represent his country,

| bave served my country
tor eight vears aud it has meant
the world for e to play under
the That flag. It made me feel
bad that | hml to receive the
news abont my playing in such
a big tourmament like the Asian

Cup through the media." he
sald
Iran coach Jalal Talebi is

expected to start with the team

wlhich overwhelmed hosts
Lebanon durimg Thursday
might's  opener  at  Beirut's

Sports City

Falebi only had ten days 1o
prepare his squad lor the tour-
nanent, and wants to gel the
Iranians as quickly as possible
belore  the  second  ronnd
Knockout competition  starts,
The perlormance ol his substi-

tites on Thursday  will have
given him  plenty of tood for
thought however,

Haamidreza  Estill caane ol

the bench to score two second-
hall poals, while lormmer Asian
foothaller of the vear Khodadadd
Azizi ol the San Jose Earth-
qualke provided a sparkling 30-
e cameo, creating (wo ol
his team’s goals

|

ROME. Oct 14:

Brazil's 1994

World Cup win-

. . ning fullback

' Cafu has Friday
3 !j -

threatened to
leave his ltalian outfit AS Roma
becanse of racism directed to-
wards black plavers by his own
club’s supporters in Serie A.
reports AFP.

Cafu. who made the threat
in an interview with the club's
monthly magazine “Giallo e
Rosso” (Yellow and Red), said
he was unable to forget being
subjected to racist abuse afte;
the Italian Cup defteat at the
hands of Atalanta and the
stoning of his car by supporters
on September 24

Right back Catu - full name
Marcos Evangélista Calu - and

his fellow Brazilian Assuncao
were subjected to the attacks
bv their own supporters. wiio

routinely abuse coloured play-
ers i1 opposing teams. after the

Cafu fed up a

CAFT
matcl
'Football is

Sald 1

clead,

Roma

Brazilian., who came on as a
substitute for Jorginhe i the
early stages ol the 1994 World
Cup tinal victory over Italy and
was a member of the Brazil
team that lost to France in the
1998 (inal

"From then on there has
beenn no jov in foothall and if |
[ind  somewere  quieter  than
Roma | will be on i1ny way
straight away.” he said

Thirtyv-vear-old Cafu believes
he was lucky that the stone-
throwing incident did not have
further repercussions.

He said: "l do not want Lo
think of what could have hap-
pened if one ol the windows on
v car had been brokewn by the
violence of the fans

' had mv children withh me

there could have been a trag-
oy hope |will not find mvsell
i hront ol one of those people
Wi hoo black plavers. | do not

know what might happen.”

LONDON. Oct 14
Fans' favourile
Terry Venables im-
sisted Saturday
that there were no
problems between

&
» 4

v aud the Football Associa-
tionn (FA) which could prevent
himm from becoming the new

England manager. reports AFP

Venables. who puided Eng-
land to the semilinals of Euro
the popular choice 1o
replace Kevin Keegan. who re-
signed following England's 1-0
defeat at the hands of Germany
at Wembley earlier this month

However. there is a wide-
spread beliel thal the acrimony
which accompanied Venables
decision 1o leave the job plus
lus well publicised off-field fi-
nancial problems will prevent
him from being approached.

Venables, who confirmed he
liad received no communication
from the FA since Keegan's
departure. did nol believe that
to be true.

1 do not think there is any
bad feeling between me and the
FA." he said. "I have not fallen
out with them. in fact I always
got on pretty well with the FA.

"When 1 left they went their
way and | went mine. it is as
simple as that. There could be
problems on their side but I'm
not in a position to know aboit
that, I just know theéere are none
on wmine.”

Venables was the subject ol
a1 investigation by the Depart-
ment of Trade and Industry,
who published a damning re-
port about his business deal
ings

When asked about Keegan's
departure. Venables said I
know how difficult and lonel
the job can be and | think it
just got on top of him

You always trv 10 give peo-
ple the benefit of the doubt and

Croatia squad
against crifisism
of Balkan war

ZAGREB. Oct 14: The entire
Croatlan international football
squad has signed a petition
against criticisin of the Croa-
tian arnny during the 1991-95
war fto repossess lerritories
occupied by breakaway Serbs,
the local press reported Tues-
day, reports AFP.

The petition, Initiated by war
veterans and invalids' associa-
tions following a recent large-

S0 IS

criminals, stresses that "hire-
lings of the so-called interna-
tional tribunal
Crimninal Tribunal for the for-

are liercely perseculing,

veterans and army
Vecernjl list daily said.
Croatian  selector

Monday was his idea, saying if

was a "patriotic duty."

scale sweep of suspected war

(International

mer Yugoslavia) in The Hague
mal-
treating and arresting Croatian
officers,”

Miroslav
Blazevie denied that signing the
petition for “protection of dig-
nity of the Homeland war™ on

if hie felt in Ias hearr that

wanted to go I can understand
that.'

TERRY VEN ABLES

() 1he
had
wilh

SevVel

told 113
Saturdan 3T
dll argiment
Noel White, one ol the
ety on the conunittee charged
with linding a replacement o
Kevin Keegail.
White is widely

have been the key

Venables
Ballh her
never had

|]r*|‘|f"\'r*|] 1D
Haare 1l

enables clears the air

withholding FA backing for
Venahles in his legal dispute
with Tottenham chairman Alan

Sugar which prompted the fo

mer kEngland coach’s resigna-
tion after Euro Y6

All the people on the FA,
I'vee never had an argument
with. never not even Mr

White." he said.

I've never had an argument
with himn. We had a discussion
which 1 believe was quite frank,
behind closed doors.”

He added: "I''m not ruling
mvsell in ar out. The truthful
answer i1s | really don't know.
There are so many mixed feel-
mgs about it :

But asked whether he still
had the hunger for such a high-

profile job, Venables stated:
‘Starving actually,

‘It vou were saving to ie.
ltave vou lost the bite for it? |
would say no - that's my an-
swer. | could live without it,
being directly involved. But |
want to be in and around it
because | care about it.

‘It's the most difficult job.

You've got to be a bit mad to
take it. Mavbe that's why I've
got the gualilications for that

and the odds against vou win-
ning are very high
‘It just so happens | belicve
we have the players to do it."
'he bookmakers' favourite
also achnitted those who sel the
odds "are not usually wrong”

Tripoh Stadium in northern

huwait's Faray Saeid rises ahove Indonesian Djet Donald
Laala to head the ball during their Asian Cup fixture at the
ebanon on October 13.

—AFP photo

deserved 0-0 draw against title
hopeluls Kowiadt o an enter-
taining  Astan Cap Group B
mateh here Friday, reports AFP.

ndonesia - tpped as the
tovirnaunent whipping boys -

surprised the Kuwaitis with a

spirited display to win a hard-
carned point,

Goalkeeper Hendro Kartiko
was the hero for the lndone-
stans. keeping the Kuwaitls ot
bay with a string of priceless
saves in the first half.

Kuwait had threatened to
run. rot early on with shots
fiving goalwards at regular in-
tervals

Nohove AL Shamiari
the HOrst o st Kartiko
cip witle o fine shot
minutes.

Ten minutes later  Kartiko
pulled off his best save ol the
mateh, diving full-stretch Lo dip
a 20-yarder from QOsama Ab-
dullah over for a corner.

Shortly  alterwards Jassen
Al Houwalidi got on the end ol a
floated through ball and hooked
a sweet first time volley straight
at the Indonesian goal,

But again Kartiko was equal
to the challenge. parryving 1o
salely,

Wils
letting
alter 1H

As the Kuwaitis grew more
lrustrated with the lmper-like
man-marking of the Indone-

stans, the underdogs grew eves
more adventurous and  cven
carved out a few openings of
their owil,

On the stroke of hall-tine
Kurniawan [ wi Nulianto
skipped  through a challenpe

A blasted a shot at Falali Al
Majidi. who did well to clear.

The second hall lollowed a
suntlar . patternn. withh Kuwalit
pressuring but fadling to find a
wav through the resolute Indo-
nesian defence

Blanco out
of action

VALLADOLID, Spain, Oct
|4 Mexican international
striker Cuaubitemoce Blanco will
miss the rest of the season. his
club Real Valladolid sald on
Saturday, reports AFP

he Primera Liga club origi-
nally thought that Blanco could
make it back for the final two
months but the severilv of a
right knee injury, suffered on
international duty in Mexico's
/-0 win over Trinidad and To-
bago last Sunday. has ruled out
any return before next summer.

Blanco underwent one-and-
half hours surgery on Friday
evening., with his cruciate liga-
mient being repaired using ten-
dons from a goose's foot.

“The operation went per-
lectly and he can soon start
rehabilitation buat 1T want to
cuphasise that it will be  at

least six months before he can
et to  action,”  Valladolid
cluby doctor Fernando Baro
saidl.

Blanco was scyvthed down
late in the game by a brutal
two-footed lunge from Trinidad
defender Ancil Elcock, with the
score at 6-0 and the Caribbean
visitors losing all control.

The Mexican federation hav
petitionned  soccer's  regional
federation CONCACAF to have
Elcock banned indefinitely be-
cause of the nature of the
challenge.

The acrimony
two countries over the
will continue well into
year

Both teams have already
qualified for next vear's CON-
CACAF final group stage. which
will deterinine which three
reams will qualily for the 2002
World Cup finals, and will meet

between the
tackle
next

twice more in the next 12
months

Blanco. 27. joined Valladolid
fromm Mexican First Division

side America during the sum-
1er

He has more than 40 caps to
his name and was a member ol
the Mexican squad at France
98,

Claudia bids
to revive
career

GEASGOW, Oct 14: Argen-
tinian striker Claudio Caniggia
is hoping a successiul spell al
Scottish Premiership side Dun-
dee will help in his bid for an
international comeback, reports
AFP.

The former Roma and Ben-
fica star, expected to make his
Dundee debut at Aberdeen
Saturday, insists that despite
being 33 he can break back
into the Argentina tean.

Caniggia. who plaved for Ar-
gentina in the 1990 and 1994
World Cups, sald:. "Yes, it is al
the back of mind and 1 think |
am still young enough to make
{ e

He told Sky Sports: "If | can
play a certain number of games
at this level and | play as |
know | can play then I can get
my place back."

Caniggia would have to oust
the likes of Claudio Lopez and
Hernan Crespo - both plaving
in Italy with Lazio - as well as
Roma superstar Gabriel Batis-
Tuta.

But he added: "I know 1 can
do it. It's a nice, new experience
for me here. 1 have been in Italy
for many years, in Argentina
and in Portugal at a large club
like Benfica.

"Now | am in Scotland aned |
don't know much abount Scot-
tish foothall but I am here en-
joving 11 as my Hrst hinpression
is that I am with a very united
group of triends."

Dundee boss Ivano Bonetti,
who brought Caniggia 1o Scol-
land. said: "He wants to come
back and play for his country
and it's quiet here, there's no
press. and this Is the periect
place tor him to work.”

OF { e —

L

HUMANE ZIDANE: France's international playmaker Zinedine Zidane holding a 5-year-old

F

boy, Yann Tache who is suffering from leucodystrophia. during a charity programme called
Evervone in Sneakers in Nancy on October 13. The programme was organised nationally to

help sick children.

—AFP photo

WASHINGTON.,
Oct 14: Bulgarian
playmaker Hristo
Stoichkov tries 1o
continue an 11-
vear champion
here Sunday when
the Chicago Fire
against the Kansas City Wiz-
ards in the Major League Soc-
cer Cup linal, reports AFP.

About 40,000 people are ex-
pected at RFK Stadium to
walch the regular-season co-
champions duel for the United
Stales football league playofl
Litle.

The Fire bring the league's
top oflence against Major
League Soccer Goalkeeper of
the Year Tony Meola and Kan-
sas City's league-best defence.

The rivals split two prior
meetings this year. each win-
ning on home turf. The Wizards
donsed the Fire 4-3 in March
but Chicago took the rematch
3-2 in June.

Stoichkov also has the Fire
poised to turn the US double by
winning the US Open Cup title
in addition to the league crown.
The Fire will host MLS rival
Miami October 21 for the Open
Cup crown

Should the Fire win either
title. Stoichkov will continue a
streak that has seen him win

ship streak
le sparks

domestic club titles for every
team on which he has played
since 1989,

“I satld before thie season this
team had the capability to win
bothh the MLS Cuaup and US
Open Cup,” Stoichkov said. "l
enjoy challenges and teaching
But most of all, I enjoy win-
ning."

Meola, 31, was a standout
for the US World Cup team a
decade ago but struggled last
vear with a knee injury after
being traded from the Metro-
Stars

This season, Meola has been
impressive. He had a 681-
ninute scoreless streak and 16
shutouts, leading all MLS goal-
Keepers with a .92 goals-
against average on his way to a
15-7 record with nine drawn
and his first league final.

"Any time you get to the final
it has to be your best year.”
Meola said. "l couldn't be hap-
pler

The Wizards' backline is also
bolstered by
the Year Peter Vermes and
rookie of the year nominee Nick
Garcia.

Kansas City's attack is
sparked by attacking midficlder
Preki, who had a team-high 15
assists and made 95 shols on
goal. and "Danish Dynamite”

MLS Defender of

S Cup final today

Mikios Molnar. who had 12

sceason goals and has four in g
the plavofls The Wizards are

unbeaten when he scores.

Also key are left-side threat
( hiris Henderson. an American
with nine goals, and Scotland's
Mo Johnston, another 1990
World Cupper.

But the Fire burns for a sec-
ond title in three years.

Stoichkov, 34. was second in
voting for World Player of the
Year in 1992 and 1994, the
latier tine after sparking Bul-
garia's third-place World Cup
run.

The former Barcelona striker
was limited to 18 games by
varions injuries but has pro-
duced four goals and five as-
sists in the plavoffs after onl
nine goals and seven ass
this season. 33

But one of his major coniri-
butions has Dbeen  guidin
vounger Fire teammates such
as Ukranian Dema Kovalenko
and American Ante Razov, the
Fire's top scorer with 18 goals
this season.

"God sent him here to help
e become a better player and
prrson,” said Kovalenko, 23,
Stoitchkov's road roommate.
"He's an emotional lift for eve-|
rvone."

French First Division

PSG defeat Marseille

B8 PARIS. Oct  14:
Second-hall goals
i lronm Laurent

! Robert ancl
| r W ﬁ Christian Kept
e s Parls  SEImt Ger

nain’s 100 per cent home rec-
mtact Friday as they se-
curcd a 2-0 win at the Parc des
Princes over bitter rivals Mar-
seille. reports AFP.

The twe strikers eclipsed
Nicolas Anelka. who was con-
tent to turn provider for Chris-

||]1iI

tian's injury-time  ellort while
Robert had roused the 45.000
PSG faithiul with the opening

goal on the hour.
Those exploils proved rare
highlights in a largely scrappy

affair but PSG werent coimn-
plaining after recording their
sixth win in six home league
ganmes,

More significantly. the win

lifted the club to the top of the
table.

PSG coach Philippe Bergeroo
greeted the result as a signili-
cant obstacle overcome on the
way to what the club hope will
be a first league title in seven
5CasS0s.

"The players f{ollowed the
tactical plan. They were aggres-
sive to win the one-to-one duels
and we waited for our moment.”
said Bergeroo,

"At 1-0, Marseille started to
settle down and it was impor-
tant my lads didn't let it slip.”

‘It's important to take over
the leadership and to remain
wiibeaten at  the Parc des
Princes.” he added.

Marseille coach Abel Braga
said PSG had got lucky as there

had been little between the
siddes for most of the mateh.
My Keeper hardlvy had a

shot (o save while Letizi was the
hest plaver out there. It's tough
il vou don't take vour chances.
They were lucky.” Braga said

Jinmuny  Algerino  did the
spadework for the opener on 62
minutes, haring down the right
flank and whipping over a
lofted cross for Robert to head
home at the far post and claim
his seventh goal of the season.

Such prolific finishing has
propelled Robert into the
French national side this sea-
and he is now joint-top
scorer in the league with Bas-
tia's Frederic Nee.

SO

Chnistian scored the clincher

with a deft low strike in the
closing seconds after Anelka
had set him up with a cute

throngh ball

Basta. the previous leaders.
slid to a rare home deleat. 2-0.
against  reigning champions
Monaco as the visitors leapt
into the top three.

Frederic Mendy deflected a
Marcelo Gallardo effort into his
own net 20 minutes into the
second hall and Wagnean Eloi,

AFP FOOTBALL BRIEFS

Oct 14
F‘nlinwinp are  world
briefs on Saturday:

PANOV ON LOAN

TO LAUSANNE

SAINT-ETIENNE. France:
Russian international Alexan-
der Panovy has been loaned by
French First  Division  side
Saint-Etienne to Swiss outfit
Lausanne until December, it
was announced Friday.

The 25-year-old striker. who
previously playved with Russian
side Saint Petersburg, joined
the French outfit last spring.

Meanwhile. Brazilian de-
lender Luiz Alberto (Da Silva
Oliveiral Is expected (o make
his debut for Saint Etinne in

LINDATED.

(AFP):

foathall

their clash  Saturday against
northeastern French side Se-
dan.

The 22-vear-old Is. however,
sull awaiting a clearance letter
from the Brazilian football fed-
cration which s expected later
IFriday.

UEFA REDUCES

ZIDANE BAN

NYON, Switzerland:
disciplinary comunission on
Friday cut a fwo-match sus-
pension handed out to Juven-
tus's French midlielder Zine-
dine Zidane to one match on

UEFA's

appeal

Zidane was originally
banned lor two games alter he
was sent off agamst Spanish
¢ hampions Deportivo La
Coruna - in  the Champions
League on September 26,

He will now only sit out the
return match between the two
clubs in Spain.

Juve have meanwhile been
hned 8000 Swiss [rancs (4500
dollars) tor bad behaviour by
their fans in Enrope.

LAZIO PLAYERS TO
MEET THE POPE

ROME: Lazio President Ser-
gio Cragnottt and the club's
Swedish  coach Sven  Garan
Eriksson will Sunday visit Pope
John Panl 11 in the Vatican City
as part ol the Roman Catholic
Church's Jubilee celebrations.

On Saturday the team. who
host Perugina at the Olvmpic
Staditim. wiil wear the official
logo of the jubilee on their
shirts during the match.

The club's delegation to visit
the Vatican will also include
Argentinian - playvers  Hernan
Crespo, Juan Sebastian Veron
and Clandio Lopez as well as
Italian  tnternational  Fabrizio
Ravanelli,

On Sunday the theme ol the
celebration is the Family.

who has been in and out of the
side since his 1998 move from
Lens. bagged the second two
Hunutes later.

PSG now have 21
from 11 matches with
two points adrift.

Monaco have
11 games.

Lens can go joint second
with Bastia if they win at Ren-
ues on Saturday.

Lyvon's match with tailenders
Toulouse was postponed Friday
following heavy rain which refe-
ree Damien Ledentun said had
made the pitch completely un-
plavable.

PSG's match did not live up
to its billing as one of the

POULLS
Bastia

18 fromn their

French league's classics and
their former Marseille stars
Stephane Dalmat and Peter

Luccin did not feature promi-
nently.

Both sides. who traditionally
enjov about the bitterest rivaley
in France, made a quiet start as
they sounded each other oul.

Anelka found Dalmat on the °

right flank just inside the Mar-
seille half but Jus cross was
blocked.

Algerino then tried his own
luck wath a cross from a similar
position but again his effort
was hacked away as PSG
struggled to create chances in
the first hall.

Anelka almost made it two
on 70 minutes but he curled a
low left-footer just wide.

Marseille, whose sKkipper
Bruno Ngotty scored the g&l
that won PSG the 1996 ﬂ
Winners Cup, welcomed bac
defender Patrick Blondeau to
bolster their back four after a
month out with a fractured toe.

But the visitors' former PSG
striker Florian Maurice missed
out with a knee injury. |

Dalmat then once more es-
caped down the right but Nico-
las  Anelka found himself
crowded out.

At the other end Marseille's
Brazilian forward Marcelinho
had the first real chance of the
evening five minutes before the
break but his meaty drive from
the edge of the box was just too
close to keeper Lionel Letizi
who beat the ball away.

And Letizi was almost left
red-faced in first halt  injury
timeé when he spilled a long-
range Marcelinho freekick be-
fore his teammates managed (o
scramble the ball clear at the
end of a dismal opening period.

Anelka spurned the best

chance of the opening stages of
the second half, skying a left-
tooter from 20 metres

Pierre Ducrot then found
Brazilian striker Christian just
inside the box but his header

lashed past the post,
Marseille showed almost
threat up front after the break
and a Djamel Behmadi snaps!
high and wide in the final mi
ute came after a rare attack
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