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PM leaves for
US: Summit
rescheduled

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
left Dhaka last night for London
en-route to Washington to pay an
official visit to the USA at the
Invitation of President Bill
Clinton, BSS.

Local ernment Minister
and Awami League General Sec-
retary Zillur Rahman saw her off
at the Zia International Airport.

Others present there were:
Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria, Forest and Environment
Minister Syeda Sajeda
Chowdhury, Food Minister Amir
Hossain Amu, Civil Aviation and
Tourism Minister Engineer
Musharral Hossain, Mayor of
Dhaka Mohammad Hanif and

l\ﬁmlster of State for Shipping

#Mufazzal Hossain Chowdhury
- Maya Bir Bikram.

Besides, chiels of three ser-
vices, Dean ol the Diplomatic
Corps, US Ambassador to Ban-
gladesh, and high civil and mili-
tary officials were present.

Our Diplomatic Correspondent
adds: Hasina's meeting with
Clinton has now been shifted by
one day. The meeting has been
rescheduled for October 18
instead of Oct 19 and the trip has
been extended by four days. The
change in the schedule has been
done due to the funeral ceremo-
nies of dead US sallors.

Saudi prince in
hijacked plane

DUBAI Oct 14: A Saudi official
sald a member of the kingdom's
royal family was among 95 pas-
sengers on board a Saud! plane
which was hijacked to Baghdad
today while on a flight to London.,
reports Reuters.

Prince Fahd bin Abdullah Al-
Saud, Assistant Minister of
ence and Aviation., did not
tify the royal family member.
The hiljacked Saudi Arabian
gne landed at the airport in the

The plane landed at Baghdad
despite earlier being gi

° The Boeing 777 plane, carrying
198 passengers and 9 crew, spent
time circling over the eastern
Mediterranean after the refusal to
letitland.

Saudi officials in Riyadh said

" the hijacker had threatened to
blow up the plane unless it was |

allowed to fly to Iraq. The Saudi
officials spoke on condition of
anonymity.

The plane, a Boeing 777, was
hijacked on its way to London.

Dengue: Two
die at DMCH

By Staff Correspondent
Two people died of dengue
haemorrhagic fever at the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital yester-
day.
}{r)ne of them was identified as
Delwar. 14. He died in the morn-
ing. Identity of the other could not
be known, the Control Room at
the Health Directorate said last
night.
Twenty
fever were admitted to different
hospitals in the city
githem. ten were

admitted

Hosp
Ibne Sina Hospital.

Two Hot Spots
Moving in
Opposite
Directions
Column Connecting

the Dots
By Dr A R Choudhury

Copyright Act 2000:
 The way forward; and

- Law on bail needs
¢ reforms

people with dengue

yesterday. Of
Lo
CH. five 1o Red Crescent Holy
ital and the rest (o
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Prayer Timings

So [ar 7,386 damaged

have been identified, they said.
dlas are Kolaroa, Devhata and Ashasunl

Flood damages over 7000 shrimp
enclosures and hatcheries

From Quazi Amanullah

KHULNA. Oct 14: Fishes including shrimp worth over Tk 32 crore

have been washed away by flood waters in Satkhira district, according
to official sources,

Unofficlal sources sald the loss is over Tk 70 crore and may rise

further when correct assessment will be made after flood waters recede
fully.

The devastating floods have washed away fish of over seven thou-

The worst-allected upaz

sand shrimp farms, white fish enclosures, hatcheries, tanks and nurs-
erles, sources in the Satkhira District Fish Traders' Assoclation sald.
shrimp and white fish enclosures in five upazilas

where 760 shrimp farms have been completely damaged, causing
financial loss of nearly Tk 23 crore.

When asked, some traders of 'Bagda' shrimp told this correspondent

that fishes and shrimp died after smelling bad odour and eating rotten

things.

Besides, 77 farms of both Bagda and Galda have also been sub-
merged, causing financial loss of over Tk two crore.
When asked, former MP and a renowned fish trader and shrimp
rter Wazed All Biswas said the deluge has caused frreparable loss
of forelgn exchange earning of the government from fish sector.
He said fish traders have been economically erippled. Because, they
won't be able to repay their huge bank loans taken against fish cultiva-
tion in Satkhira district which largely contributes to foreign exchange

earning.

None of the leaders of both central or district unit of Bangladesh
Frozen Food Exporters' Assoclation (BFFEA) has yet come up with their
reaction about the severe damage to the fish sector by floods In

Satkhira districl.
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bamboo structure as their party office.

-

Activists of the ruling party have illegally occupied part of the Osmani Udyan and erected a makeshift

--Star photo

Political parties should discard

Finance Minister Shah AMS
Kibria said vesterday that no
political party should accommo-
date bank loan defaulters and
that they should be boycotted
socially.
He however regretted that the
loan defaulters have a great influ-
ence over all political parties
despite a lot of steps he had taken
against them.
"Many businessmen have
taken a position against me.
Some of them even tried to use
their political influence against
me for my actions against them,”
Kibria told the Meet-the-
Reporters programme of the
Dhaka Reporters' Unity (DRU) at
Its office in the city.
The bureaucrat-turned-
politician said, T feel that loan
defaulters should have no place
in any political party; jail should
e the place for the terrorists and
tliere should be no questions
about former bureaucrats who
join parties with commitment.”
The finance minister felt that

By Staff Correspondent

there should be public awareness
and a social movement against
the defaulters. He suggested that
political parties should come to a
consensus on Kkeeping the
defaulters out of the party fold.
Kibria claimed that the situa-

bank loan defaulters: Kibria

over the past four vears due to
various government moves,
including promulgation of a
bankruptey act, the setting up of
separate {inancial loan and bank-
ruptey court and strengthening of
supervision by the Bangladesh
Bank.

Many big delaulters yielded to
the government's mounting
pressure and started repaying
loans."

But, Kibria admitted that
Irregularities were still there in
the financial sector although
monitoring by the Bangladesh
Bank has been strengthened.
"Discipline has been restored by
and large In the banking sector
and businesspeople are now
more cautious about borrowing
from banks."

The finance minister refused to
agree to the contention that the
current state of law and order was
discouraging foreign investment.
"It is rather the rate of economic
return the investors are more

See page 11 Col 6
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Flood situation
in Satkhira

unchanged
By Staff Correspondent

Flood situation in the worst hit
Satkhira district remained
unchanged while it improved In
different areas of
Jhenidah, Chuadanga and
Meherpur yesterday, according to
reports from our correspondents.

In Satkhira town, the {lood
situation remained static. Road
links between Satkhira-Jessore
and Satkhira-Khulna via
Navaran remalned snapped.

The district Collectorate and

| party, saving It
Jessore, | I . :

Judge’'s Court bulldings' com
pounds are still under water.

The district administration
veslerday falled to cut an
embankment at Bakal In Sadar
upazila to release flood water In
the lace of strong resistance by
the owners of shrimp enclosures.

District road link between
Bangladesh and India through
Benapole land port is yet to be
restored. Army engineers and
Water Development Board
employees have started construc-
tion of two bailey bridges on this
highway.

Water-logging in the affected
areas das brought miseries to the
people. Misappropriation of relief
materials is reported from flood-
hit Kolaroa Upazila. Police

See page 11 Col 6

President visits

flood-hit
Satkhira,
Benapole

SATKHIRA, Oct 14: President
Shahabuddin Ahmed today
visited the {lood-hit areas of the
district to see for himself the
extent of damage caused by the
deluge, reports UNB.

In the morning, the President's
helicopter {lew low over the areas

of the southwestern district,
which was seriously aflected by
the sudden and untimely flood-
ing.

The President was apprised of

the intensity of the flood and
extent of damage at a briefling at
the local Circuit House. Major
General Kazi Ashfaq of 55 Infan-
try Division briefed the situation.

Gen Ashfaq told the President
that about 20 lakh people of 19
upazilas of Satkhira, Chuadanga,
Meherpur, Jessore and Jhenidah
districts were affected by the
deluge.

In the third week of September,
the flood gripped Chuadanga,
Meherpur, Kapashdanga,
Benapole, Jhikargachha,

See page 11 Col 5

NAIROEI, Oct 14: New Zealand
are relishing their first ever tour-
anament final against India in the
ICC Knockout Trophy here
tomorrow, reports AFP,

The Kiwis have shown great
resilience throughout the tourna-
ment as they have overcome
several Injuries to reach the final
against the odds.

Arriving In Nairobl alter losing
the one-day serles in Zimbabwe,
confidence has been bullding (n
{he team following victories
against Zimbabwe and Pakistan.,

Manager Jelf Crowe now hopes
o erown the ICC Knockout with
vel another win against India in
the final.

“‘We are well prepared and
confident that we will play well.

We played India at home last year,
and although we lost the one-day
international 3-2, we are a differ-
ent side this time round,” said
Crowe.

“It will be our first time to play
in a one-day flnal, or any other
competition, but it is significant
we've reached there and hope we
will do well,” he added.

Crowe Is, however, worried
about the Injury of one of his
leading players, Chris Cairns.

The Insplirational all-rounder
limped off with a recurrent knee
Injury after New Zealand's quar-
ter-final four-wicket victory over
Zimbabwe last Monday and did
not play the semi-final against
Pakistan two days later.

Although Calirns Is rated

October 15
Azan | Jamaat
Fajr 4-45 5-20
Johr 12-45 1-15
\ST_ 4-15 4-30C
| Maghrib 5-40 | 545
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doubtful for the final, Crowe said
the team doctors would judge his
fitness on the day, adding that the
player might require speclalised
treatment In South Africa before
the start of a Test tour in the
Republic next week,

Injuries aside, New Zealand's
other worry will be taming the
well-oiled Indian machine, spear-
headed by Saurav Ganguly.

After dismissing Kenya in the
opening match, India proved
their form when they scored
upset wins over Australla and
South Africa belore reaching the
final.

No team In the tournament has
shown the variety in both bowling
and batting as India, and thelr
ability with the new ball has

Kiwis aching for final fly

proved (o be a menace (o their
opponents.

India are a well balanced team,
with batsmen such as Ganguly
and Rahul Dravid at the top ol
thelr game and fine bowlers capa-
ble ufwlnnlng malches and cap-
turing many wickets.

The winners of the 1CC Knock
out trophy are assured of
340,000 dollars.

(More stories on Star Sport)

Today's match

Final

Indla v New Zealand

Both BTV anc ESPN will
show the match live
from 12.45pm (BST),

Contact Centre

Please call us to enquire about our Personal Banking
products & services including Savings & Current
accounts, ATM and Personal Credit products.

Tel No. : Dhaka- 7113717-8 Chittagong- 711154 ext.777,

HSBC <

YOUR WORLD OF FINANCIAL SERVICES

018 319436.
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Investment protection accord

By Staff Correspondent

signed with Switzerland

Bangladesh signed an Invest-
ment protection agreement with
Switzerland yesterday to altract
more Swiss Investment in the
private sector.

Visiting Foreign Minister of
Switzerland Joseph Delss
announced the signing of the
agreement on ‘Promotion and
Reciprocal Protection of Invest-
ments' during a press conference
held at a city hotel last night.

The Swiss minister told news-
men that the agreement would
ensure better security (o Swiss
investments in Bangladesh and
help avoid double-taxation.

Currently, the Investment
volume Is worth US dollar 50

million
Swiss officlals attending the
press conference expressed the
hope that Swiss Investment in

only. However, some

Bangladesh would surge in days
locome.

They sald there already were a
few investment projects in the
pipeline and referred 1o some
investment proposals put for-
ward by elevator and cement
companies.

Swiss Ambassador Walter
Gyger and Chargé d'aflaires
Glambattista Mondada were also
present.

Swiss Forelgn Minister Joseph
Delss sald if investors from his

See page 11 Col 7

into part of India:

DINAJPUR, Oct 14: Leader of
the Opposition In Parliament
Khaleda Zia blasted the ruling
Is ‘destined to
make Bangladesh a part of India,
reports UNB.

"We took part In the War ol

Liberation not to return the
nation to the fold of Pakistan
Rather they (AL) want to make
Bangladesh a part of India,

| Khaleda told a huge public meet-

ing at the Gora Shaheed Maidan
here this alternoon.
The rallyv was also addressed

by Jatiya Party Chairman HM
Ershad, Jamaat-e-Islami chlel
Golam Azam. 10J Chalrman
Shaikhul Hadit Azizul Haq and
JAGPA President Shafiul Alam
Prodhan.

The four-party alllance leaders
protested Prime Minister Sheikh
Hasina's remark that they were is
hatching a conspiracy to make
the country a part of Pakistan

The All-Party Action Council of
Dinajpur district organised the
rally.

We did not fought the war of

g

Joseph Deiss

AL out to turn Banglademsh

Khaleda

independence to make Lthe coun-
iry Pakistan. We did it to keep our
motherland free and independ-
ent.” Khaleda said.

The historic Gora Shaheed
Maidan turned into a human sea
in the alternoon as people started
pouring in from dillerent paris
since 11:30 am. Supporters of the

four parties joined the rally from
|

almost all the 16 northern dis-
tricts
Over 50 welcome arches were
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