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- Bilateral Relations and
Domestic Politics

FPHERE is never any dearth of exchange of harsh

words between our ruling and the opposition
parties. Starting from being called thieves and
terrorists to being accused of murders, name calling
has crossed all bounds of decency and good taste.
However, there is a more insidious aspect of their
mutual denigration that we would like to focus on
today. As viewed from the other side, our treasury
‘and opposition benches, especially the two leading
parties, are proxies of either Pakistan or India and
|are poised to submit our national interest to them at
any time. According to the BNP and its allies, Awami
League has done nothing in the last four years but
to serve Indian interest. On the contrary, according
to the AL, the opposition, especially the BNP, works
at the behest of Pakistan to reverse the gains of our
Liberation War of 1971. After 30 years of our
independence our political parties are unable to give
us a purely domestic agenda.

Regrettably failing to attract the public with their
own programmes they drag neighbours andfegional
countries into our politics to serve their narrow
ends. To take a historical view on this subject it has
to be said that Awami League has been a far greater
victim of this type of politics than any other political
party both in Bangladesh and in the pre-liberation
Pakistan. Originating in the Muslim League politics
of late forties, fifties and the sixties, the newly
formed AL was blamed as being Indian agent for
raising issues of national language, provincial
autonomy, economic disparity, etc. The trend
continued after the birth of Bangladesh.

Following the assassination of Bangabandhu in
1975 till 1996, the whole state machinery was used
to 'prove’ that the party that led us during our War
of Liberation was nothing more than an Indian
stooge. Over the last few years the Awami League
has been paying the BNP and its allies back in their
own coin by accusing them of being stooges ol
Pakistan. Thus we have ended up with the type of
politics that we described earlier.

Perhaps nowhere in the world is the domestic
politics of an independent country dominated so
much by references to external links. This we
consider to be the most unhealthy aspect of our
politics. We do not believe that our political parties,
especially the Awami League and the BNP -- both of
them have run the affairs of the State -- can be as
beholden to external powers as their opponents
make them out to be. Why then is the continuation
of such politics? Simply because of their
propaganda value. There is a deep and eminently

justifiable hatred for the oppressions caused by the

Pakistan Army during our Liberation War. Awami
League wants to play on it to cash in on the freedom

Afighter _vote bank. On the other hand there are

serious questions about Indian intentions regarding

*_*man}' aspects of our national interest and the BNP

and ifs allies want to exploit that to their own
advantage.

This we think to be a dangerous game. As a part
of the modern world the less we indulge in it the
better. While both parties are playing to the gallery
for their respective vote banks, they are inevitably
affecting our bilateral relations with both India and
Pakistan. This becomes even more dangerous when
the highest executive of the country, both the
present and the former, join in that fray. We must
discontinue making India and Pakistan the core of
our domestic politics. If we need to refer to them let
us do so in a manner and style that serves our
national interests. Our bilateral relations are too
sensitive and too important to be made a part of
playing to the gallery.

Mosquito Menace

IN spite of a plethora of reports about the mosquito
menace looming large over the capital city the
comimissioner of Dhaka City Corporation
responsible for control and eradication of this
scourge has emphatically denied that such a situa-
tion prevails. These are the peak months for
mosquito breading and despite the sordid
experience of the last few years the DCC has not yet
risen from its slumber. They have proved equally
inept in destroying larva on the ground and killing
the flying ones in the air. In fact, they have again hit
the sack in a Rip Van Winkle-style in which they are
so adept. Only during the last July-August period
the DCC were goaded into action against the Aedes
mosquito, the carrler of the dreaded dengue fever,
for a small spurt of time inspired by the private
initiative of citizens but those were the ‘golden days’
of the DCC in their long history of mostly disservice
to the taxpayers. When lot of noise was generated by
the press and the people the DCC started spraying a
repellent only to show the people that they were
active. But the poisonous chemical which proved
detrimental to public health ceased to be used from
the third week of August last but a good amount of
stock is still available with the DCC.

We are well into the month of October and the
next month is also known to be the peak time for
mosquito breeding. If efforts are not initiated now to
eradicate mosquito then the citizens will be thrown
into uncertain conditions once again. Apart from
Aedes other kinds of mosquitoes tend to proliferate
during this period. While spraying of insecticides
and other chemicals along with fumigation remain
the most effective measures for control and
eradication of mosquitoes cleaning up of water
bodies in and around the city as monsoon water
recedes would be equally important for those
purposes.

It is very amusing that we have to write such
comments every year to remind and reactivate the
DCC as il the organisation was new and the Mayor
was born yesterday. Why should a routine job need
to be reminded to the Mayor every year? Or has he
outgrown his routine responsibilities? There is still
[time and the citizens want their environment
cleaned of mosquitoes before the menace Is fully

lblown. Nothing more, nothing less.

NE man Is enou to
destroy all the good done
S0 over SO many

ars. This Is what has been

appen all over the world
since ¢ tion and now
it has happened In the Middle-
[Zast. Israel's Infamous General
Ariel Sharon was determined to
wreck the peace process and
undo whatever it achleved ovc:_! a
period of nearly elght years. He
thought the best way to do this
was (o Incite the Palestinians Lo
violence against Israel. This led
him to undertake the visit to the
holy sites. He knew thal his
unholy visit to the holy site would
trigger unprecedented violence
and turn the peace process
upside down. He successfully
actomplished his evil design and
ruined all the good work done by
the peace process.

Alter nearly twelve days of
violence and over 90 deaths
most of them Palestinlans Pales-
lintan rage was at the highest
point and they were up for
revenge killing. They got the
opportunity when Palestinian
police rounded up four Israell
plain clothes security men who
were unauthorisedly moving in
the area of the town Ramalla
which is fully under Palestinian
control. They were brought to the
Palestinian police station and
immediately angry Palestinlans
attacked the police station and
wanted to grab the Israeli security
men. Palestinian police number-
ing about a dozen were overpow-
ered and thereafter Israeli secu-
rity men were savagely beaten to
death.

This was Iimmediately
denounced by President Arafat
but did not satisfy the Israeli
Prime Minister. He ordered the
Israeli Security Forces to attack
Palestinian "military and military
related targets.” The helicopter
gunships were used and several
Palestinian police stations
including a post near Arafal's
residence were attacked. Thus
some of the Palestinian cities and
towns were in flames. Several

OPINION

Case No |: On September 19 a
news was llashed in the print
media (some covered it on front-
page) that one Abdul Latil Tipu,
son of Labour and Manpower
Minister Abdul Mannan, by
manipulating a forged deed forc-
ibly occupied more than four
acres of land worth about Tk 12
crore at Chandmari Road In
Lalkhan Bazar of Chittagong city.
A housing society "Shujan
Abashik Kallyan Sangstha”
claimed thal the land in question
was thelr purchased property
"RHArwas grabbed by the minis-

fer's son alded by armed goons.
| Lie society nen told that they

liled a case pending with the
second Judge's Court of
Chittagong and sent a fax to the
Prime Minister and published an
advertisement in a daily seeking
her intervention. But no response
from her side had come till that
time.

Further, a diary with Khulshi
thana was lodged against the
minister's son by one
Nazimuddin, brother to former S
P Delwar, alleging that the
accused with a gang of armed
men tried to erect a boundary
wall on their land.

Police, however, dismantled
the unlawful construction of

~ Now the US has to act rapidly. It must immediately ask Barak to stop military action against Palestin-
ians and Arafat to prevail on his people to stop violence. In the meantime Kofi Annan and other world lead-
ers in the region should continue their efforts to have the release of three Israeli soldiers from Hezbullah.

deaths and injurfes took place,
This was a veritable war against
the Palestinians but the lsraell
military sources said It was a

‘symbolic warning” to the Pales-
tinlans.

This was the most irrational
decision on the part of Prime
Minister Barak who acted like the
Chief of Stall and not like the
Prime Minister of a country.
Everybody would denounce such
savage killings of plain clothes
security men though they had no
business to be there but this does
not call for savage military
attacks at a time when the peace

Enough is

enough.

Muslehuddin Ahmad

negotiations were on and peace
was apparently around the cor-
ner. Arlel Sharon wanted to
destroy the peace process and
Ebud Barak, being a former
military men fell into Sharon's
trap and hence the debacle. The

people around the world who are
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A missile fired by an Israeli helicopter gunship hits a police station in the West Bank town of Ramallah

12 October 2000.

concerncd about M-E Peace had
high hopes on Ehud Barak but it
seems that their hopes were
misplaced.

Prime Minister Barak appar-
ently became too concerned
about his political position in
Israel and therefore did not stop

}'_ ¥

-- AFP photo/Jamal Aruri

Sharon's visit to the Haram
Sharif, He has now Invited the
same Arlel Sharon for a national
unity government; what a disas-
ter! This clearly shows that he has
struck off * with the Pales-
tinlans from his agenda. If Ariel
Sharon wants to pursue his evil
design he may not accept Barak's
offer at this stage and may like Lo
finish Barak completely domesti-
cally. Thereafter Likud and other
rightist and religious parties
might lJm:-ln hands and take over
the affairs of Israel to the total
detriment of peace In the reglon.

Unfortunately, President

Aralat’'s political caleulations also
could not gauge the intensity of
the heat Ariel Sharon's wvisit
would generate and apparently
did not quickly go for stopping the
violence after the Initial outburst
of anger at the end of Friday
prayer on September 28 in the Al-
Agsa Mosque. And hence this
terrible crisis at a very crucial
moment when peace process was
almost at its final stage. He and
his advisers should have calcu-
lated the risk involved in letting
the frustrated Palestlinians
exhaust their all out anger. He
knows the elements who are
against peace and that given any
chance they will use It to the
maximum. The Palestinians were
right In asserting their sover-
eignty over the sites holy to the
Muslims, but it was also well
known that any expansion of the
protests to other areas would
invite heavy response from Israel
and destroy all that has been
achleved so far.

Earlier, Prime Minister Barak
%ave 48-hour ultimatum to Arafat
or slopping the violence, else end
of the peace process and appro-
priate strong response from
Israel. Such an ultimatum was
quite Inappropriate for a peace
maker. A real peace maker cannot

No More Land Grabbing, Please

AR Shamsul Islam

minister s son.

Case No 2: Not long Uime back
we came across in the dalilies
another news that son of another
Deputy Minister of Dhaka having
illegally occupled a big plot of
land in Uttara that originally
belonged to 'Rajuk’ took steps to
construct a shopping mall. Owing
to print media's uproar the minis-
ter's son had to abandon the
scheme.

Case No 3: Still a few months
back Chiel Whip Abul Hasnat's
son caused a sensation by forc-
ibly occupying a bulflding at
Kalabagan of which he took on
rent a rooin. [For the same reason
of newspapers unsparing reports
and further for the building
owner's risky guts of standing
bold against the venom of the
Chief Whip's son the latter had to
retire from the spot leaving off his
occupation.

Case No 4 : The site originally
allotted for a 'Shishu Park’ at
Khilgaon of the metropolis has
reportedly come to the occupa-
tion of Deputy Minister Saber
Hossain Choudhury on an
alleged plea of constructing so-
called 'Sabuj-Moti’ hospital.

[tislearnt thatasearlyas 1961
as per Master Plan the site was
approved for construction of a

‘Shishu Park’. The works ministry
handed the land over to the city
authority to implement the pro-
ject. When in 1986 the then Presi-
dent Ershad suddenly declared
that the Ansar headquarters
would be erected on that site
strong local protests sparked off.
Thereupon Ershad came to visit
the site to see for himself the
actual situation and judging the
sentiment of the people of the
locality he committed that
'Shishu Park' would be set up
there. In 1996 the ministry con-
cerned reallotted the land for a
Shishu Park’ and redelivered it to
the City Corporation.

Who doesn't know that the
Dhaka clty is in an astounding
crisis of open space for children's
play and recreation. Liquidating
the repeatedly approved project
of a 'Shishu Park' is attended with
grave pain.

There are more systematic and
stray cases of ruling partymen's
appetite for land grabbing across
the country. In rural areas it is a
grand combination of Middle Age
feudalistic conquests and Mod-
ern Time's typical Bangladeshi
administrative diabolism. In a
book titled "An Enquiry into
Causes and Consequences of
Deprivation of Hindu Minorities

in Bangladesh through the
Vested Property Act” by Dr Abul
Barkat, a professor of economics
of Dhaka University, it is diag-
nosed that over 44 per cent of the
occupants of veslted properties
are alliliated with the ruling
Awami League. The ligure was 71
per cent for the then ruling BNP
occupants of the vested property
in 1995. This is symbolic of how
the vast majority of the occupants
of the vested property align them-
selves with the ruling party to
secure political protection.
Political  parties now-a-days
have allededlv degcenerated uno
instrumenis of salistving per-
solal wreed and interest by llout-
ing laws of the [and. Miscreants
have crowded into the parties'
cadre, preferably that of the
ruling one. The party leadership
has ignored, and sometimes
encouraged, this influx in total
disregard of the ethics and norms
of a political party. Probably the
leaders are swept by the so-called
negative arguments that since
the rival party does have armed
cadre in its rank and file it is the
ground reality that they too must
have like counterparts in their
party to match, and preferably
overpower, their opponents. The
incoming terrorists are aware of

their indispensability in the party
structure and as such never fall
short of charging maximum price

for thelr induction.
In recent vears a fetish for
malerial enjoyment and

aggrandisement is all over wilh
the partymen, barring a few. In
our soclety of today means is
never questioned, reaching the
goal by hook or by crook Is the
sole concern. That is why the
wilful bank delaulters,
industrialists, shameless politi-
cal peddlers parade the lengih
and breadth of the society in full
dglorv. Polities is perhaps counted
as the best and quickest means ol
reaching that damn goal. To go to
power means to capture all keys
to material successes: Adminis-
tration is at beck and call, bank
ready to advance loans, police on
toes to rough up the opponents.

More important is that in Ban-
gladesh political power renders
one to be immune from being
legally accused, let alone pun-
ished, of an offence committed by
him. This scope of immunity
attracts the wrong-doers to herd
into ruling camp as a safe haven.
To grab new booties as well as 1o
retain old ones alignment with
the ruling party has become an
urgency for the aspirants.

f[ake ...

against it. Howeve
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ultimatum though for a diffe
reason which nullified all
work done during the last :
of days by Secretary General
Annan, Russian Foreign -
Igor Ivanov, Brilish Forelgn See-
retary Rabin Cook, EU's Javier
Salana who were in the region to
contain the violence. But all the
diplomatc advice and work done
by them were In vain as both
sides acted brationally, th
Isracl's military action was
worst of all. Israeli action showed
total disrespect to the leaders of
the UN, Russia, Britain and the
EU and the Scandinavia and
other countries involved In the
negotlating process.

Now the US has to act rapidly.
It must immediately ask Barak to
stop milltary action against Pal-
estinians and Aralal to prevail on
his people to stop violence. In the
meantime Kofl Annan and other
world leaders in the region should
continue their efforts to have the
release of three Israeli soldiers
from Hezbullah. Enough is
enough.

President Clinton

was
expecited 1o reach the reﬂiuﬂ‘
within a couple of days. Now his

visit appears absolulely essential

to bring the two parties together
to contain the present volatile

situation. Maybe the parties will
not be in a mood to discuss ‘
but at least they should be ready
to return to the negotiating table
as soon as the situation cools
down. Barak should be advised
and, If necessary. persuaded not
Lo go for a unity goverrumnent now
involving the main villain Arjel
Sharon. With Ariel Sharon the
peace process will be dead.

Recently in a parly meeting
the Awami League chief and
Prime Minister warned the
guardians of the unruly sons to
control their wards. She cau-
tioned that the party would not
allow its image to be tarnished

bhers.

Of course there resides in thd
parly a saner and wiser section
that feels disturbed at the grab-
bing activities' of 'the’ pAfiymen
particularly minister's sons and
minister themselves and does
not fail to gaude what conse-
quences do such activities of
grabbing bear on the future of
the party. The electors do cer-
tainly abhor the grabbers and
resent that the party adminis-
tration has shied away from
taking appropriate measures to
contain them. Growingly disillu-
sioned with the party the people
may turn to giving il a belitting
reply in the next national polls.
Holier-than-thou benefit may
not hold good beyond a certain
period. The AL leadership
should not miss reading this
reality before time runsout,

The writer is retired Principal,
Gout Mohila College. Pabna
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Let 1t be Rule of Law and Not Personal Rule, Please

Tayeb Husain

There is big difference between
the rule of law and the personal
rule, as far as running the admin-
istration of a country is con-
cerned. In medieval societies the
kings and the queens were the
rulers and their personal rules
and regulations were the only
basis of running a government.
Gone are the days when a king or
a queen could formulate, order
and get the law execuled as per
his or her whims. That sort of
power today is unthinkable in a
civilised society. However, for

many third world countries the
case Is not much different even
loday and the medieval culture
still prevalls and remains pre-
dominant in certain cases. Ban-
gladesh's case could be ciled as
an excellent example of this phe-

nomenon. We have written rules
and regulations that colonial
powers introduced in our country
but in practice often it is not the
rules of law butl personal rules
that dominate many decision
making processes and sadly,
nobody seems (o be taking any
notice ol it. Just one example will
suffice to prove my point and
clearly indicate the sort ol per-
sonal rule I am talking about.

As per a recent news in The
Dally Star, the Prime Minister is
said to have ordered the Public
Service Commission to hold
supplementary Bangladesh Civil
Service (BCS) examination to fill
up the job quota (30%) for mem-
bers of the freedom fighters' and
martyred families. 1 consider by
this directive rule of law has been

replaced by personal rule and
constitutional obligation has
been violated.

Freedom fighters and martyrs
are honourable people. Any [ree-
dom fighter or martyr who fought
and sacrificed his or her life did so
never expecting any reward. The
word 'sacrifice’ is godly and holy,
no man or woman of honour
sacrifices life expecting any com-
pensation or monetary gain. The
grateful nation, however, always
honour their freedom fighters
and martyrs and do take care of
them If they are alive and remem-
ber them with high respect if they
are dead. A living freedom fighter
often receives honour from the
grateful nation for his or her
suffering whereas a martyr is
remembered f[ondly and with

respect. Monetary compensation
is given to a freedom fighter and
to martyr's nearest kith and Kin,
i.e. father, mother and minor
children, if and when it is neces-
sary to do so. This sort of obliga-
tion a grateful nation always
complies with as a pious duty.
However, there is also a time limit
for such help. No help can be or
should be forever beyond a rea-
sonable period.

Long thirty years have passed
since our freedom fighters fought
and martyrs sacrificed their lives.
Their children are now well in
their late 20s and early 30s.
Should they need or be oflered
any compensation or special
privilege now? It is desirable that
the jobs in the public sector
should be available only to the

best and the most competent
individuals. Merit and quality
shall be the criterion and not
anything else for employment in
national services.

The PM's order should be
considered also from the consti-
tutional point of view. If any selec-
tion for jobs in the public sector
must be considered, for whatever
reason it could be, the simple rule
should be an adaptation of law by
the national parliament.

In a civilised society, the
national parliament makes laws
and the executive branch,
through the public seclor
employees, runs the country
through the existing laws of the
land. A PM cannot and should not
make law and run the country as

her or his personal estate. If and
when a government does so, il
violets the rule of law and the
leader who lets the government
act in this way, imposes persor
rule. That against the norm of
democratic society.

As | said before, it is not PM
Hasina only. each of her prede-
cessors had tried to rule the
country now and then by per-
sonal rules. This practice must
stop and rule of law must be
established in letter and spirit.
The sooner the nation under-
stands the need of this rule of law
the better; then smoother the
road shall be to justice and fair-
ness for every individual and the

soclety at large.

Women seats in JS

Sir, Much has been written in
national dailles and discussed In
various seminars, meelings elc
on the above matter. We know
that the provision of reserved
seats for women was Incorpo-
rated In the Constitution of the
People’'s Republic of Bangladesh
as a measure to elevate the status
of women In our national life. The
other such constitutional and
legal measures were the quota
system in jobs for women, free-
dom fighters and tribal people.

Now it has been realised by
various women's organisations
and others that the provision of
women MPs selected by the
elected members (who are over-
whelmingly males) cannot be a
respeclable system for the fellow
women. The observation Is, nev-
ertheless, a right one. Most of the
selecled women MPs have been
regarded as mere sels of orna-
ments in the Parliament. There-

fore women should need to be
elected directly if they are (o
perform the task of real MPs.

Thus it will be better if both the
Position and Opposition come to
a consensus not to extend the
earlier provision of women seats
in the JS. The best way, however,
would be to enhance the number
of reserved seats for women to
half of the 300, i.e., 150 and the
remaining 150 seats might be
reserved for males. Two adjacent
constituencies may be combined
to one for the purpose, Each of
such 150 constituencies may
elect one male and one female MP.
The other suggestion ol Increas-
ing the number of constituencies
by 100 or more cannot be sup-
ported because the quantity does
not do any good, Instead the
increased number will simply eat
up our national exchequer only.

M.A.S. Molla
Member, BAAS, Dhaka

Relevance

Sir, For various reasons, lorest
cover of Bangladesh Is dwindling
at an alarming rate. For environ-
mental balance, every country
requires at least 25 per cent forest
of it's total area. But in Bangla-
desh the lorest cover Is not more
than 16 per cent. In order to
improve the situation and for the
proper management of the
remaining forest cover BSC Hons
in Forestry is offered by some
universities (CU; KU; SUST).
Unfortunately, graduates of this
subject are neglected to forest
related jobs. For BCS (forest)
Cadre, the Jorestry graduates
have to compete with some other
non-technical degree holders like
physics, chemistry, botany,
zoology, soll sclence ete. But such
is not applicable to other profes-
sions as In other professions
vacancies are [fulfilled by the

particular degree holders (like
Fishery, Engineering, Medical,
Agriculture). Our government
often takes several projects like
agro-forestry, social forestry,
roadside plantation etc for the
expansion of forest cover includ-
Ing the soclo-economic develop-
ment of the villagers. The forestry

graduates are especlally skilled
about these. Hence, there is no

alternative of forestry graduates
in BCS( Forest) cadre Therefore,
the vacant posts of Forest Depart-
ment should be fulfilled by for-
estry graduates only. :

Md tut Mish
Khulna

Stop this

pollution
Sir, The Increasing noise pollu-
tlon and littering is Indeed a
concern lor the country. Nowa-

days, the horns used by vehicles
are exceeding the legal limit of
sound decibels. Hydraulie horns,
though illegal are being used by
buses and trucks. These allect
everyone--school children,
patients, pedestrian elc.

Littering, another common
environmental problem of our
society has number of negative
eflect. Littering on the streets
makes it unsafe and unhygienic
for the pedestrians. Litter in the
drain blocks sewage. And when it
rains heavily, water cannot flow
through the drain and roads are
flooded. 1 hope people would get
conscious about these environ-
mental degradation and do some-
thing concrete about it,

Azfarul Islam
Global Issues Club
Sunbeams Senior School

Saving time

Sir, Political aclivities in the
third world countries Including
Bangladesh run through public
meeting, procession, torch pro-
cession ete. This backdated polit-
ical aclivities cause lawlessness,
political instability, killing of

mass people and even politim‘."y
leaders. It also wastes our valu :

able time. In this regard, 1 pro-
pose to utllise technology in
politics. Instead of public meet-
ings. procession elc we can use
radio. TV for political purpose i.e.
for political programmes.

Will our political leaders think
over this proposal? I believe il this
could be implemented we could
utilise our time in worthy way,
and law and order situation
would also improve.

Md Hassanul Alam
10 A Green Road

Dhaka
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