Athers thinking
¢ of retirement?

# LONDON. Oct 11: Former
. England skipper Michael Ath.
erton has rejected a new con-
tract at English county Lanca-
shire to throw up speculation
“on his retirement, the Press
* “Assoclation reported o1
. Wednesday, says AFP.
" The 32-vear-old Atherton is
" expected to discuss a new deal
~after the series against Austra-
lia next vear.

Atherton, who made his de-

~but at Lancashire in 1987, re-
‘eently hinted in a magazine
“Interview that he may make
“next season his last.
' Old Trafford chairman Jack
" Simumons  safid: "He has  put
“matters on hold. There is talk of
retiring, but I can't see him
packing up.”

for Pollock

NAIROBI, Oct 11 (Internet
ceport): Shaun Pollock greeted
the return of Allan Donald to
the South African team with
delight, after the Proteas’ pre-
mier strike bowler left the one-
day arena after the 1999 World
Cup.

It is no coincidence that
Pollock described the South
African bowling performance as
‘one of the best 1 have seen
from a South African side |
have been part of". The inimita-
hle Allan Donald was wearing
“green and gold again, and the
South African captain made the
point: "Having AD back is so
important to us.”

- Pollock regarded his own
| bowling performance as one of
the best of his career. With
Telemachus also firing, and
Boje keeping a tight rein on the
| ‘English batsman, it's no won-
¥ ' der that the English batsmen
' were never able break the
' shackles. :
p Another player who {s "back
| is Jonty Rhodes. if only in the
sense that he pulled off a direct
hit after his trademark had
appeared to go missing from his
pame lor a while.
7 So. all in all. any team thal
heats the South Alrican team 11l
this tournament will have to be
at peak torn

Beckham to
see knee
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BEIRUT, Oct 11

. (AFI'): Kevin Kee-
gan way  have

ASIANCup Deen brutally ho-
LEBANON 2000 11cst and  admi-
tted he wasn't up
fointernational  management
but there are two coaches

preparing for the Astan Cup
that stmply revel in it

For journeviman footballer

read journevninn coach as Bora

%

BORA MILUTINOVIC

Milutinovic.  the  flambovant
Serb coach of China. and Ja-
pan's current boss Frencliman
Philippe Troussier, Known as
The White Witch Doctor' for the
magic he wove in a long stay i
Africa. once more lead teams
into a major finals.

A World Cup finals these
davs not be complete

without Milutinovic, who has

been present at the past four.
He guided hosts Mexico to a

quarter-final shootout loss to

wold

Germany in 1986 and minnows
Costa Rica to an unlikely ap-
pearance (n the second round

in 1990, which ineluded a 1-0
humiliation of Scotland.
He worked similar magic

with hosts the United States in
1994 when they lost narrowly
(o Brazil in the last 16 and also
took Nigeria to the same stage
in 1998.

While Milutinovic has been
primarily  hired to secure
China's lirst ever appearance al
a World Cup finals, a disap-
polnting showing here would
certainly have the Chinese
football chiefs twitching. Milu-
tinovic's  predcessor,  DBobby
Houghton. was fired earlier this
VCIar.

The ever unflappable Miluti-
novic, however, appears not to
be the least bit concerned and
lias  played down China’s
hopes.

"The results here don't
matter so much as that the
players start to learn to play my
way.” he said.

"That will prepare them for
the more important business of
the World Cup qualifiers,” he
added,

Just as a World Cup [inals
wonld not be the same without
Milutinovie so it goes for Trous-
sier and the African Cup of Na-
tions finals. Troussier's love
allair with African lootball ran

out following the debacle ol

South Alrica's appearance al

the 1998 World Cup finals.
Troussier, who pulled ofl

some amazing strokes during
his time in Africa none more so
than coaching minnows Burk-
ina Faso to the 1998 Nations
Cup sewmi-finals, could not cope
with the relaxed attitude of the
South Africans, who similarly
revolted against his iron disci-
pline and frequently broke
curfew,

e has also had his prob-
lems in Japan and despite
leading the youth side to the
World Youth final last year {t
was predicted that his contract
would not be renewed n July,

He saved himselfl at the ﬁ‘nﬂl
hour however when the senior
side performed creditably in the
King Hassan Cup (n Morocco.
dominating world chapions

PHILIPPE TROU SSIER
France for a large portion of a
2-2 draw.

Buoved by that and a pén-
alty shootout loss in the Olym-
pic quarter-finals to the United
States Troussier was moved to
make a bold prediction.

‘We will get the Asjan Cup
back in Japan." he said.

Thus the two modern day
footballing coach versions ol
the explorer Marco Polo enter
their next challenge with very
different expectations the
question is whether both will be
standing come the end of the
finals or whether they will be
for hire once again.

L] L t
LONDON. Oct 11
Beckham is expected to see a
specialist on Wednesday who
will determine whether he will
need an operation on his in-

jured left knee, reports AFP.
[he Manchester United
midfielder withdrew from Eng-
World Cup qualifier in
on Wednesday because

David

and's
Finland
of the problem

Beckham started the match
wgainst Germany last Saturday
| jespite still feeling the efiects ol |
injury, picked up in Eng-
land training. But he aggra-
ated knee during the 1-0

defeat when he fell awkwardly
Beckham played all but
minutes of the match
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Helsinki so 1

De Bildeon
_i oan to Villa |

English
Astonn \Villa

LONDON, Oct 11
Premiership

signed Sheflield Wednes-

side

- I e g e

nav
dav striker Gilles de Bilde on
loan for two months. reporis
AFP

The 29-vear-old Belgian in-

131-]'.

11011

ternational is set to go straight

into the squad for Saturday's
clash at Arsenal
The Former PSV Eindhoven
B frontman said that he was keen
L to u1se his time at Villa Park to
' kick-start his career
k This is a nice opportunity
f said. “The last lew

weeks have not been the happi-

1

L ! .

1 [or me.” he
i :
What | need is

st ol My careers

to plav for Villa and find my
: L "lIh"[IFTIl""*"\ ri_l_':‘r*r“l_

Villa have taken De Bilde on
1 El“',l'il ",.J,EHIF‘ Ihl"!'.,' wall th ‘l]"

_European Union to make a de-
, ¢t ¢ision on whether or pot 10
" ' _ scrap transfer fees.
i That decision is due on Oc-
___tober 31, and De Bilde added:
*1t Is an opportunity to gel 4
! ““permanent deal and that is very
A "

exciting

- Olympic stadium
interests both

ROME. Oct 11: Serie A rivals
and co-tenants at the Olymplic
stadium. Lazio and AS Roma
remain interested in the pur-

. -~ chase of the stadium. the club’'s

| respective presidents Serglo

'~ <Cragnotti and Franco Sensi
confirmed Tuesday. reports

ariow , | 2
The rovals united when

qm-unnn--fl by journalists about

a possible deal at a ('ﬂllh"rr:fnﬂf

at the Feonomics and Com-

mweree Faculiv of the La Sapi-
cirZa Pnmversity

[
L
.

£
%

E ( ragnottt sak: “The ques-
ticnn of the stadimm remans an
N LOptn one for us  The Siate
Council has given the green

sale of the Olympic
stadium. We are therelore
4 counting on having negotia-
tons which could take shape in

the next few days.”
Sensi agreed, saying: “Our
o nterest is in owning the sta-
» diun. In sumunary, we  arc
swravallable and we are waiting for

light for the

Fingers

BEIRUT. Oct 11:

Q 'hailand coach

- Peter Withe has
thrown  troubled

:EEH(M captain Hiallih.-'_lh
Senamuang a lile-

line as his team prepares to

kick off the Asian Cup here
Thursday against Iraq, reports
AFP

England-based Kiatisak
plunged Thailand's tournament
preparations into turmoil last
week when he mysteriously
failed to link up with his team-
mates alt a pre-tourmamennt
rainig cainp

Thai officials were quoted in
Bangkok newspapers as saving
the stocky Huddersfield striker

known as the 'Thai Zico' by
adoring fans in his homeland --
wotlld not be considered for the

Asian Cup.

But Withe is holding out
hope Kiatisak will report for

with the squad in Leba-

My understanding is that

he's got some personal prob-
lems i
needs to
AFP here Wednesday.

he
told

which
Withe

Ssort ot

"So 1ar he hias not arrived

From page 13
the most s
Asia
Saudi Arabia
the best recent Asian Cup rec-
ord ol any teain taking part,
winning the tournament three
tiines since 1984
'l don't look at our record, |

essful coachies in

AlsO POSSESS

only concentrate on the pres-
ent.” Macala said. '| Know we
have the experience and the

ability in this team to do well."
Asian Cup history suggests

that a team from the Middle
Last will be hoisting the com-
petition's silver bowl aloft after

the October 29 final.

No team from east Asia has
ever won the Asian Cup when
the competition has been
staged in the Middle East, and
only one -- Japan in 1992
has lifted the trophy at all in
the modern era

Whether Japan can repeat
their success of eight years ago
depends on how well they
adapt to life without AS Roma
star Hidetoshi Nakata

Nakata has been excused
Asian Cup duty to concentrate
on his club football, leaving
French coach Philippe Trous-
sler desperately seeking a suit-
able midfield playinaking re-
placement.

Troussier, however. remains
bullish that his side has the
strength in depth to return
victorious from Beirul

"We will get the Asian Cup
back In Japan,” he said.

"We have to assume that
Japan is the favourite to win
the cup. There are four other
contenders: China, South Ko-
rea. Saudl Arabia and Iran,” he
said

Japan's Saturday showdown
with Saudi Arabla is likely to
determine who tops Group C,
which also features Qatar and
Uzbeklstan.

Zoff new Lazio
vice-President

ROME. Oct 11: Former Italy
coach Dino Zoff s the new vice-
president of Itallan Serie A gi-
ants Lazio, it was confirmed
Tuesday, reports AFP.

Zoff's nomination by Lazio
president Sergio Cragnotti was
approved unanimously by the
Lazio board.

Zoff resigned as coach to the
“Azzurri” after the 2-1 defeat by

the signals.”

} France in the Euro 2000 Final,

Lebanon and I'm not sure
where he is exactly. The situa-
tion is that we have named him
in the squad and we hope he
will be able to join up with us
at some point,” the former As-
ton Villa and England interna-
tional added.

Aside from Kiatisak's disap-
pearance Thal preparations
have also been disrupted by
Lebanese cuisine

"There are certain things
that Thai people are used to
eating which we weren't able to
get when we first arrived. and
that was thie biggest problem,
Withe said

"But we've managed to gel
some Thai food brought in and
I""-."'I_".'”H”'.-.l is fine on that front
now, We played in Kuwait and
Qatar before we arrived in
Lebanon and we've acclima-
tised pretty well." he added.

lhailand's match against
Iraq in Saida, 41 kilometres
south of Beirut, kicks off Group
A and the tournament on
Thursday, with Iran playing
hosts Lebanon following the

official opening ceremaorny. |
Withe admitted he knew lit-
Group A opponents

tle abount

lirl"i

crossed for 'Zico

"We saw them play in a lour
team tournament in China ear-
lier this yvear and China beat
them 4-1. But they had five or
six players missing so I'm not
going to read too much into
that,” he said.

"If they're anything like most
other teams from this region
they'll be pretty useful. But
we're confident of being able to
get a result,” he added,

lraq's preparations for
Lebanon 2000 have been ham-
pered by the continuing United
Nations sanctions imposed
against Baghdad following the
1991 Gulf conflict, which have
limited Iraq's exposure to inter-
national football

New coach Milan Zivadinovic
is quietly confident the Iraqis
can improve upon their 1996
quarter-final exit in the United
Arab Emirates, however.

"Our preparations have been
good and we are sure that we
can do well in this tourna-
ment,” Zivadinovic said follow-
ing a training session Monday

"We know it will be difficult
but we are confident that we
can get to the second round,”
he added

The travelling coaches' tale |

Asia at football war

In Group B. Japan's arch-ri-
vals and 2002 World Cup co
hosts South Korea face a tricky
opening pool featuring China,
Kuwait and Indonesia

S>outhh Korea and China
Kick-off the group in Tripoli on
Friday, with Kuwait and Indo-
nesia playving later in the day.

The top two teams from
each group progress automati-
cally to the quarter-finals, with
the best two third-placed teams
joining them in the last eight.

A successful opening Thurs-
day will be greeted with a sigh
of relief from harassed organis-
ers

Planning for the tournament
has been beset by problems
ever since Lebanon were named
as hosts for the competition
four years ago

Israeli bombing of Lebanon
raised security fears earlier this
year, and in August furious
Asian Football Confederation
officials threatened to shift the
tournament elsewhere if work

on stadia was not completed in
time

A rush to finish building
venues in Tripoli and Saida was
eventually successful, although
the issue of security has been
on the agenda again this week
as the explosive Middle East
crisis escalated.

The Kidnapping of three Is-
raeli soldiers by Hezbollah
guerrillas cranked up specula-
tion of a military backlash by
Israel and on Sunday Israeli
fighter jets roared over Beirut
for the first time since raids
earlier this year

AFC officials have talked
down the possibility of any dis-
ruption to the tournament
however.

‘We remain focused on
staging a successful tourna-
ment.,” AFC general secretary

Peter Velappan said. "We have
been assured that there is no
problem with security and we
are happy to trust the word of
the Lebanese authorities.,” he
added.

franian Al Karimi (L) 18 in control against teammate
Hamed Kavianpour during a practice session at the Safa

Stadium in Beirut on October 10,

— AFP photo

join Roma from
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FIFA rankings
Brazil remains
world’s best

ZURICH, Switzerland, Oct
1 HAFP):  Brazil are still the
world number one footballing
nation, according to the new

FIFA world rankings published
Wednesday.

Brazil beat Venezuela 6-0 i
World Cup qualifying at the
weekend but world and Euro-
pean champions France have

only drawn their last three
matches.

RANKINGS:

TEAM POINTS
|. Brazil 822
2. France BO|
3. Argentina 764
4. Czech Republic 753
5. Spain 745
6. Italy 740
7. Portugal 726
8. Germany 719
9. Netherlands 719
10. Yugoslavia 711
1 1. Mexico 700
1 2. Norway 692
1 3. Romania 691
14. Paraguay 689
LSl EnF,land 672
16. Colombia 668
| 7. Croatia 665
18, USA 648
19. Chile 642
20. Denmark 639

Jokanovic joins
Chelsea

LONDON, Oct 11: Yugoslav
international Slavisa Jokanovic
on Tuesday became Chelsea
head coach Claudio Ranleri's
first major signing since his
arrival at Stamford Bridge, re-
ports AFP.

Jokanovic, 32, was signed
for 1.7million pounds
(2. 38million dollars) on a two-
vear contract to end the club's
search for a central midfielder
following Roberto di Matteo's
broken leg which is expected to
rule him out of action for the
rest of the season.

He arrives [rom Spanish
club  Deportivo La Coruna,
where he had only been for one
season after four years previ-
ously spent with Tenerife as
well as two years with Oviedo.

While Ranieri may have de-
clared his intention to have a
Britishh backbone to his side
upon his arrival at Chelsea. il
was to Jokanovic that he has
turned after DI Matteo's injury
away to St Gallen last month.

The midfielder caught Ra-
nieri's eve while he was in
charge at Valencia a couple of
seasons ago and he has scored
31 goals in more than 200 ap-
pearances in 'La Liga'.

He has also won 53 caps for
Yugoslavia, with eight interna-
tional goals to his name, and
although there may soon be
major changes to the transler
svstem. Chelsea needed to lind
an immediate replacement for
Di Matteo.

The London club's managing
director Colin Hutchinson said:
"Obviously with the unfortu-
nate injury to Roberto, who is
likely to be out for the entire
SCASOI, we needed to
strengthen the squad in mid-
field.

"He (Jokanovic) is a player
that Claudio Ranieri knows
very well from his time in Spain
and he has a very high regard
lor him

"With  Deportivo  having
signed three midfielders during
the summer. they had an
abundance of players in that
position and so it was the cor-
rect time for him to move."

Totti making
headlines

ROME, Oct 11: The new
goldenn boy of ltalian football.
Francesco Totti, has provoked
speculation about his future as
he has still not put pen to pa-
per on a new deal with AS
Roma, reports AFP.

Totti is the undisputed new
king of Italian football following
an impressive series of per-
formances in the national team
shirt and although he is con-
tracted with Roma until 2003
he wants his new status to be
recognised in financial terms.

Roma  president Franco
Sensi was keen to deny that his
most-prized asset could be on
his way out of the club and has
previously said Totti has a job
for life.

"Francesco will not leave
Roma,” he told journalists
Tuesday. "We need him just

like he needs us. He won't be
be moving 300 metres."

That was a reference to Ro-
man rivals Lazio who share the
Olvmpic Stadium with Roma
but have offices nearby.

His Lazio counterpart Sergio
Cragnotti butted in. saying:
“‘But if he decides to, he can
come to us.”

The remark was made
jest but certainly the contract
talks have been dragging and
another Lazio stalwart and
Totti's team-mate in the na-
tional team, Alessandro Nesta,
upped the ante by pointing out
that the Roma star is much
worse ofl financially than his
new team-mate Gabriel Batis-
tuta,

Argentine striker Batistuta
was offered a king's ransom to
“jorentina in
the close season.

Nesta told Gazzetto dello
Sport: "Francesco ouglit to earn
the same money as Batistuta.
He s Roma's captain and, with
his performances he brings so
many people into the stadium.
The problem Is that players
that are produced in-house are
treated in a different way to the
foreigners,

"I hope Sensl manages 10
keep Totti happy. And 1 hope (0
stay at Lazlo," sald Nesta, who
simnflarly came through the
ranks at Lazio,
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h¥fl MILAN, Oct 11:
Iltaly's leading pla-
vers and coaches
are joining forces
in a bid to curb

. the dominance of

lorelgn

players in Serie A,
reports AFP.
The coaches - or at least

those involved with the national
set-up - are backing plans to
limit the number of foreigners
to five In a bid to revitalise do-
mestic talent,

And Italy's emerging crop of
plavers are a:lljgry at the prefer-
ential pay deals given to lorelgn
stars at the expense of local
talent.

The fcclﬁood factor is back
in Italian football after they
came within 30 seconds of
winning Euro 2000 and with a
brilliant 3-0 drubbing of Roma-
nia Saturday night winnin
rave reviews for new nationa
team coach Giovanni Trapat-
tonl.

And that positive sentiment
is fuelling the sentiment that
Serie A does not need to be so
dependent on foreign talent.

The llkes of Alessandro
Nesta, Francesco Totti and
Filippo Inzaghi are making it
abundantly clear that they have
had enough of being considered
the poor relations of Italian
football.

Lazio defender Nesta Tues-
day publicly backed the de-
mands for.a wage increase from
Totti. currently the golden boy
of Italian foothall and who

sane
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Serie A foreigners
et on local nerves

slays for Lazio's arch-rivals AS
oma.

Totti's stalling on prolonging
his current deal (which runs 1o
2003) comes months after AS
Roma president Franco Sensi
broke the bank to persuade
Argentinian striker Gabriel Ba-
tistuta to end his long and sue-
cessiul stay at Florentina.

“Francesco ought to carn the
money as Batistuta,”
Nesta told Gazzetto dello Sport.
"He is Roma's captain and, with
his perforinances he brings so
many people into the stadium.
The problem |{s that players
that are produced in-house are
treated in a different way to the
foreigners.

"I hope Sensi manages 1o
keep Totti happy. And 1 hope to
stay at Lazio,” he concluded.

That could be seen as a
veiled warning to Lazio that
Nesta - who also came through
the ranks at his home city -
wanis his loyalty and status as
club captain recognised.

Juventus striker Inzaghi
pointed out that because of the
foreign dominance he had to
first establish hunself at Ata-
lanta while brother Simone -
now at Lazio - had to prove his
worth at Placenza, their native
city.

“When I think of these ar-
uments | often think of my
%rnther." said Filippo. "If he did
not have the good fortune to
plav at Piacenza as | had at
Alalanta who knows where 5i-
mone would be now? There are

\g:r}- good players now in Serle

limit the number of foreign

| Inzaghi backs the moves In*

players 1o five, saying: "The cap |

of five foreigners 1s a sensible
one, the clubs would only buy
the really strong (foreign) play-
ers and that would give space
to the ltalian talent.”

That argument is backed by
Trapattoni who like his prede-
cessor Dino Zoff belleves a limit
on the number of fore rs
would be of benellt to the Ital-
lan national team.

Former AC Milan, Inter, Ju-
ventus, Bavern Munich and
Fiorentina boss Trapattoni read
the riot act last week to the
Serie A clubs.

He said: "When there were
only a few (foreigners) people
like (Giannl) Rivera and (Gi-
useppe) Mazzola had the possi-
bility to emerge.

"Now the sjtuation has
changed and the clubs must
understand that the vyouth
schemes are very lmportant.

"We have the under-2]
European champions, an
Olympic  Games  campaign
where we lost to Spain but
performned very creditably but
nonetheless so many very good
(Italian) players are kept on the
outside,

"We want a pact of honour
between the clubs to limnit for-
eigners, to five for example,
When | was with Florentina last
year | always chose a young
player rather than a foreigner.”

December deadline
for manager-search

LONDON, Oct 11:
A selection pancl
has been formed
10 choose the ne-
xt England man-
ager, with Foot-
Association (FA) chief
executive Adam Crozier aiming
to make an appointment by the
end of the year, reports AFP.

Crozier made it clear on
Tuesday that no shortlist had
vel been drawn up and that no
prospective candidates had yet
heen hl;uh{'n o or would ocven
be approached this week,

The seven-strong selection
panel. headed by Crozier. will
not hold their first formal
meeting until after Wednesday
night's crucial World Cup
qualifier in Finland.

ball

Thie other members are Ar-
seral vice-chairman David
Dein.  Leeds chairman  Peter
Ricdsdale. Premier League chief

Dave Richards. FA interna-
tional committee head Noel
White. FA techinical director

Howard Wilkinson and FA ex-
ecutive director David Davies.
White was widely regarded
as the key figure in refusing FA
backing for Venables when the
popular coach was about 1o
engage in a legal battle with

Tottenham  chairman  Alan
Sugar - a decision that led to
Venables” resignation  after
England’'s semi-final exit in

Euro 96.

His membership of the se-
lection panel suggest it will be
difficult for the one-time Tot-
tenham and Barcelona boss to
regain the post. even though he
is the favourite with most
bookmakers here.

The final sav, however, will
be Crozier's and although FA
chairman Geoff Thompson had
been apparently marginalised
by his non-inclusion on the
panel. the FA chiel executive
insisted he would be consulted
throughout.

Crozier revealed that the
panel would meet 1o “discuss
and debate the options we

have”, but maintained the FA
would not be rushed into
making a hasty decision -

something which he appeared
to infer had happened before.

The FA chiel executive de-
clared: "I have some very clear
views on what our options are
and we had given some thought
to that over the past few
months, even though we were
surprised at what happened on
Saturday.

"We will not be conducting

the process publicly. There will
be no special envovs. No one
except me will speak to any
prospective candidate.

"The decision as to who will
be the next England coach is
actually about the long-term
success of the England national
teamm and therefore it is wvital
that we get the right man for
the job.

“What that means is that we
will absolutely not be bounced
into making a quick decision.
We have to learn from the
mistakes of the past and find
the right person for the job.

"We will ensure that we have
a confirmed name before
Christinas. The chairman of the
FA is naturally fully involved in
this process.”

!

He dismissed one report
claning that Arsenal boss Ar-
sene Wenger had been ap-
proached by the FA with a view
to managing the England side
in Finland.

And despite a streain of
supposed prospective candi-
dates already having distanced
themselves from the post. he
added: "To all those who have
turned us dowmn. with all due
respect. | wasn't aware von'd
been offered the job.”

Tardelli takes over Inter

APPIANO GENTI-
LE. Italy, Oct 11:
New Inter Milan
coach Marco Tar-
delli took comma-
nd of the ailing
Serie A giants here Wednesday,
laking lus lirst training session
and meeting the press. reports
AFP

The former Italian interna-
tional midfielder, who replaces
the sacked Marcello Lippi.

marked the transition ol power
by saying he hoped his stay at
Inter would be "a long one -
even by the fickle standards of
Italian football the job has
proved to be a particularly diffi-
cult one to hold down in recent
Vears.

Tardelli, who will be assisted
by Luca Giannini and fitness
coach Stefano D'Ottavio, was
flanked by Inter general man-
ager Gabriele Oriali and an-
other Italian great of yesteryear
Giacinto Facohetti, in charge ol
the club's international rela-
tions.

‘I played at Inter so many

vears ago,” said Tardelli. "Hav-
ing arrived here late as a
player, now I am returning to
Appiano | feel a bit emotional -
I hope I will be here for a long
time.”

Tardelli would not say what
changes he would make or
what tactics he would emplov,
saving merely: "We will see.”

"For now, the priority is to
win at all costs. On Saturday
lat home to Napoli) we must
take the three points and show
the fans we want to get out of
this hole. The San Siro fans will
not indulge me and I don't want
them to - the fans must only
help the team." :

The 1982 World Cup win-
ning hero was F,lven a winnin
send-off by the ltalian under-2
side on Tuesday night with a 3-
2 victory over Georgia at Fermo.

Speaking after that match
he would not say if he would
headhunt his under-21 stars at
the expense of foreign talent -
there is a growing backlash
af:ainst overseas players in It-
aly.

"How will Inter play? A teamn

with 100 many foreigners? We
will see. give me time,” he said.

Tardelli is still revered in It-
aly tor lus role in the 1982
World Cup triumph and his
euphoric  bulging-eved gnal
celebration after giving the “Az-
zurri” a 2.0 lead in the 3-]
World Cup Final win over West
Gernmnany remains one of the
delining images of that tour-
nament

His coaching career has un-
til now been relatively low key.
Beginning in 1988 with the
Italian under-16s he graduated
to the under-21s before stints
with unheralded clubs Como
and Cesena. In the 1997-8 sea-
son he returned to take charge
of the under-21 national side
where he has built a formidable
reputation.

Another 1982 hero Claudio
Gentile is odds on to replace
Tardelli as under-21 coach and
assisted [Iralian national teamn
coach Giovanni Trapattoni at
training Tuesday evening al-
though a fonnal announcenient
is vel to be made.

Touchline ban on

LONDON., Oct 11:
Arsene Wenger,
manager ol Engli-
sh Premiership
! sidde Arsenal. has

e been banned from
the touchlme for 12 matches
and tined four weeks' wages by
the Football Association (FA)
here Tuesday. reports AFP.

The punishment comes after
an inchlent involving the fourth
official at Sunderland on the
first day of the season.

The Frenchman. who has
found himself among the lead-
ing candidates to succeed Kevin
Keegan as England boss, is the
first person to fall foul of the
FA's new disciplinary guide-
lines.

He denfed the charges re-
lating to a tunnel bust-up with
fourth official Paul Taylor at the
Stadium of Light on August 19,
Arsenal plan to appeal against
the punishment,

The FA's executive director

David Davies. who read a
statement on the disciplinary
decision, said the ban was

scheduled to start on October
30,

Davies said: "At an FA disci-

]Jllllﬂr}' commission hearing at
.ancaster Gate, in  London,
Arsene Wenger pleaded not

uilty to charges ol improper
ehaviour. that he brought the
game into disrepute and of us-

ing threatening physical be-
haviour.”

Fourth official Tavlor and
Sunderland's Darren Williains
both gave evidence ar the
hearing.

Davies said: "Mr Wenger in-

sisted (o the ~ommission his
behaviour was atmed at pre-
venting a far worse incident

involving the Sundevland player
and Arsenal's Thierrv Henry.

"He also questioned several
points in the evidence pre-
sented to the commission.

"Mr Wenger's sentence 1s in
lne with the mdnimuam  pun-
ishiment contained in the new
disciplinary  guidelines  intro-
duced this season and agreed
by the FA Premter League, the

Wenger

Football League and the FA
board of directors.

"The Professional Football-
ers’ Association and League
Managers' Association also
supperted the guidelines.”

The FA  guidelines about
jostling or intimidating otlicials.
whichi also relate to players,
state there wall be o maimn
one-vear touchline ban lor any
repetition of the offence.

If Arsenal's appeal (fails,
Wenger will have to be on his
best behaviour when he returns
(o the pitch-side.

This could prove embar
rassing for the FA if they decide
to target the Arsenal may
ds a pennanent replacement for
Keegan. who quit after Saftur-
day’s deleat against Gernmany.

The Frenchman has indi-
cated in the past that the Eng-
land  job didn't uiterest  him
but, if he is persuaded 1o
change his mind the country
conld find Ir Hew o
bauned from the touchline.
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