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Pulin Dey
dead

CHITTAGONG, Oect 11: Elderly
politiclan and revolutionary Prof
Pulin Dey died of old age compli-
cations at his Joynagar residence
in the port city at 9 tonight. He
was 91, reports UNB,

The nonagenarian leader, a
presidium  member of ruling
Awami League, was a confirmed
bachelor.

He will be cremated at his
village Dhalghat in Pativa upazila
tOmorrow,

Pulin Dey took part in the anti-
British movement before 1947
and was involved in Pakistan
Soclalist Party after partition,

As an organiser of the War of
Liberation, he stayed in India in
1971 and rendered his valuable
services to the Bangladesh refu-
gees, After independence, he
returned to Bangladesh and l
joined Awami League

In his checkered political
career, Pulin Dey suffered tmpris-
onment several times before

1947, and also for about four
yvears during the Ershad and
Khaleda Zia regimes

See page 11 col 5

Ctg double murder

All accused asked
to appear before

court on Nov 23
CHITTAGONG, Oct 11
Shifting the hearing date of the
charge of the double murder on
Chittagong Medical College Hos-
pital cammpus, a court here today |
ordered all accused, including
four MPs of opposition BNP, to
ippear before it on November 23

reports UNB

The Metropolitan Session |
hudge, Mohammad Ismail Mia, |
shifted the date as lawvers of
Caolonel (Rtd) Oli Ahmed and
Giasuddin Kader Chowdhury
praved for fresh date in absence |
of their clients

Some 23 BNP men were sued
on charge ot killing two people
and Ii]?!:..’llr;_‘ 30 others during a
fierce clash on November 27
1997 on Chittagong Medical |

College Hospital campus in pres-
ence BNP chiel Khaleda Zia
L“"':}-!,_;*'Iiz-.H

Two killed in
GrameenPhone
tower collapse

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 11: Two persons
were electrocuted and seven
injured when a tower of |
GrameenPhone collapsed and fell |
on them at Fakirhat this morn-
Ing, police and witnesses said.

[he tower suddenly fell at 10

am on the 33,000 volt electricity
line at Phallita village under
Fakirhat upazila of Bagerhat

district

AS a result, Abdur Rashid, 30
and Nurul Amin, 35, died on the
spot. They were working for the
unger-construction tower of the
GrameenPhone

The injured were identified as
Shariatullah, 28, Ali Hossain, 32,
Hyaroon, 24, Fazar All, 23, Nizam,
30, Sharifuzzaman, 35. and
Naz A UD case was
Mr-:} with Fakirhat thana in this
f].'.Il

Zrul islam. 28
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25 injured as
villagers clash
in C'nawabganj

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI. Oct 11: At least 25
people were injured, nine of them
seriously, in a clash between two |
groups of villagers over boundary |
of a house at Char Mohanpur in |
Chapainawabganj
area yesterday noon ,

Both the groups used home- |
inade bombs during the clash,
police sources said.

>eriously injured Moejuddin,
25, Emarul, 40, Salek Biswas, 55, |
Jharu Biswas, 50, Ahladi Begum, |
60, Tunu Biswas, 57, Mantu |
Biswas, 35, Asia Begum, 60, and
Fullara Begum, 25, were admnit-
ted to Chapainawabganj Sadas
Hospital.

Police rushed to the spot and |
resorted 1o lathicharge to dis-
perse the clashing groups.

I'wo separate cases were filed
with sadar thana
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Four including Jubo League
leader murdered in city

Four people Including a Jubo
League leader were murdered in
separate Incidents in the city
within a span of 12 hours ending
at 10 am yesterday.

The dead were identified as
Jasim, 26, son of Alauddin,

Sajjad Hossain Shamim, 23, son

By Staff Correspondent

of Motahar Hossain Sarder, Tipu,
24, son of Mohamunad Shah
Jahan and Amir Hossain, 40, son
of Ashraf Hossaln.

Jasim, a Jubo League leader of
Shyampur thana unit and also a
businessman of construction
malterials was stabbed to death

Fahim, a seven-month-old boy of Jasim (inset), sleeping on the

shoulder of one of his relatives. Jasim, a Jubo League leader of
Shyvampur unit, was stabbed to death allegedly by his rivals
yvesterday

--otar photo

by his rivals in front of his shop at
Japanese Market at Muktijoddha
Road In Shyampur in the city at
about 9:30 am yesterday.

Some local miscreants led by
one Osman came to his shop and
locked In an altercation. At one
stage, they stabbed him .

He was rushed to the Dhaka
Medical College Hospital where
the attending doctor declared him
dead. "Jasim might have killed by
his partymen for intra-party
feud”, local people said.

Father of the victiin filed a case
with Shyampur police statfon In

this regard, but none was
arrested till writing of this report
last night.

Saljad Hossain, a garment ‘cut
plece’ trader and a resident of
Jigatala was shot dead by a ﬁmg
of miscreants at Sikder Bakery
Lane, North Pirerbagh in Mirpur
under Section 10 on Tuesday
night.

Sajjad was picked up by a gang
of miscreants from near his
house at about 4 pm while pur-
chasing cigarette from a shop.
The gang took him to Mirpur
Section 10 In an autorickshaw
where he was killed at around
10:30 pm. Mirpur police recov-
ered the body at about 12:30 am
and sent it to Dhaka Medical
College Hospital morgue for
autopsy.

Sajjad was murdered by a gang
of extortionists as he refused to
pay them toll, Rahim, brother of
Saljad said.

Motaher

Hossain, father of

Sajjad, filed a case with Mirpur |

police accusing Ishaq, Sikder and
some others.

Police yesterday arrested

Nurul Islam, Mohammad Ishaq |
alleged

and Sikder for their
involvement in the Killing.
Sabujbagh police recovered the

body of a young man from a lake |

at North Mugda in the city at 8:30
am yesterday
The dead was identified as
Tipu, 24, son of Mohammad
Sajahan and a resident of 26/6
Kadamtali.
See page 1] col 4

Reuters

school.

economics and statistics.
The microeconometric

methods developed by
Mckadden are now part of the standard tool kit, not only of econo-
mists, but also of other social scientists,” the Royal Swedish Academy
of Sciences said in making the awards.

See page 11 col 7

Two Americans share Nobel
Prize in Economics |

STOCKHOLM, Oct 11: US economists James Heckman and Daniel
McFadden won the 2000 Nobel Economics Prize today for developing
ways to study the economic decisions people make, and why, reports

Heckman, 56, and McFadden, 63, share the prize worth nine mil-
lion Swedish crowns (5913,100) this year for studies that helped

throw light on how people choose where to live, work, and go to

[he two are specialists in microeconometrics, a field combining

Heckimman and
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Danial McFadden

[iterature Prize
today

STOCKHOLM, Oct 11: The
owedish Academy said yesterday
it would announce the winner of
the first Nobel Literature Prize of
the millennium tomorrow, giving
its traditional tight two days’
notice amid rigid secrecy, reports
Reuters,

The Academy always
announces its decision at 1:00
pm (1100 GMT) on a Thursday in
October outside its headquarters
on Stockholm's medieval Old
Town island.

Those tipped to win the presti-
gious prize, and pocket :ﬂmu:-,tl
one million dollars, include
Trinidad-born VS Naipaul, Nige-
rian Novelist Chinua Achebe,
South Africa's JM Coetzee, Cana-
dians Margaret Atwood and Alice
Munro and exiled Chinese poet
Bei Dao.

Swedish hopefuls Tomas
Transtromer and Astrid
Lindgren are seen as possible
European candidates, as are
Belgian author Hugo Claus. Cees
Nooteboom of the Netherlands,
Albania’'s Ismail Kadare and
Zimbabwe-raised British octoge-
narian Doris Lessing.
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'Annan's unscheduled I;Leetings

with Barak, Arafat

JERUSALEM,
tension easing
oecretary

et IR
somewhat.
General Kofi

With
UN
Alnnan

held unexpected talks today with
the lsraeli and Palestinian lead-
ers in hopes of mediating a truce
Ihi".'l]l[!_

and the way for the

wallle
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resumption of peace talks,
reports AP
As Annan shuttled between

Jerusalem and Gaza City, a gun
battle erupted between Palestin-
lan gunmen and Israell troops
along a West Bank highway.
Israeli troops fired tank machine
guns toward the gunmen who
weaved In and out of alleys of a
Palestinian village. Four helicop-
ter gunships hovered above, The
violence erupted as the funeral
convoy of an American-born
Jewish settler passed by the area.

Aunnan held separate,
unscheduled meetings this morn-
ing with Israeli Prime Minister
Ehud Barak and Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat.

UN spokesman Fred Eclihard -

sald Annan might extend his
mission and delay a visit to Bel-
rut, scheduled for later today, "We
haven't finished our work here
vet,” Eckhard told The Assoclated
Press.

Annan s trying to broker an
Israeli-Palestinian truce and also
help win the return of three
Israell soldiers captured by Leba-
nese guerrillas over the weekend.

In parallel efforts, US President
Bill Clinton Is trying to convene
Mideast summit in the next few
days in hopes of rescuing Isracll-

Palestinian peacemaking.
Palestinian sources say
Clinton has offered to come to
Israel and to the Palestinian areas
lor separate talks, and then con-
vene a three-way meeting with
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat

and Israell Prine Minister Ehud |

Barak.

Barak has said he is ready to
attend such a gathering In princi-
ple, but wants to see stronger
efforts by Arafat to quell the vio-
lence that has clalmed 88 lives in
the past two weeks, Most of those
killed and injured were Palestin.
lans.

The lIsraell prime minister
today accused: the Palestinian
Authority of enrconraging possible
terror attacks In Israel. noting
that Arafat has relcased several
Islamic mdlitants from prison in
recent days,

| call on the (Israeli) public to
be alert, but the responsibility for
possible terror attacks lles first of
allwith those who carry them ont,
those who send them (the assail-
ants), and those who pernut the
release of Hamas and Islami
Jihad members from prison.”
Barak told reporters.

The Palestinlans, meanwhile,
were cool to US efforts 1o convene

wee page 11 col 4
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Order for framing
charges in jail
killing case today

The Metropolitan Session
Judge of Dhaka will pass order
today for framing charges against
all accused of the Jail Killing
Case, reports BSS.

Judge Ahmed Jamil Mostafa
will pass the order In the Special
Court in front of Dhaka Central
Jalil,

Earlier, the judge heard argu-
mernts of both the prosecution
and the defence lawyers on fram-

ing of ¢harges (n connection with
the case.

Bangladeshi
diplomat dies
in New York

Abul Kalam Azad, Consul
General in Ban‘f)adesh Mission in
New York, died at his New York
residence early hours of yester-
day, He was 53, reports UNB.

The deceased, who actively
took part in the War of Liberation
in 1971, joined the Foreign Ser-
vice in 1973 and performed diplo-
matic assignments in Belijing,
Cairo, Bangkok, Dubai and
Jeddah prior to his posting in
New York. He also served as Con-
sul General in Jeddah and Dubai
missions.

BSS adds, the body of Azad will
arrive in Dhaka today, External
Publicity wing of the Ministry of
Foreign Affairs said.

His namaj-e janaza was held
on Tuesday at Jamaica Muslim
Centre in New York, a message
from New York said.

Few months ago another Con-
sul General of New York Kamrul
Hasan Sheikh died of ailments.

IJO working
group agrees to
float new body

By Staff Correspondent

The working group of the Inter-
national Jute Organisation (1JO)
al its meeting here
agreed Lo float an new orosanisa-

tion, International Jure Smidy
Group (IJSG).
The 1JO, formed in 1984, is

now in the process of liquidation.

The draft agreement on JSG
will be placed at the meeting of
the International Jute Counecil
(IJC), the highest decision-
making body of [JO, today,
sources in the working group told
The Daily Star last night.

The 1JC may approve the draft
at today's meeting or may
announce a fresh date for a final
approval, the sources said.

The voting pattern, rules and
regulations and the budget of the
new body are vet to be finalised,
they said.

A private sector group from

| jute producing and consuming

countries will be incorporated in
the new body, to be headquar-
tered in Dhaka.

Kotalipara bomb
Close associate
of Mufti

Haunnan held

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 11: CID police
today arrested Moulana Kazi Md
Abul Kashem, 50, Pesh Imam of
Maniktala Darus Salam wmosque
under Daulatpur thana,

IHe was arrested from his bed-
room attached to the mosque. A
lot of booklets, audio casseites

and some documents relating to !

Taliban were also recovered from
the bedroon).

Moulana Kashem is one of the
close assoclates of Mufti Abdul
Hannan of Harkatul Jehad and a
suspect in Kotalipara bomb
planting case. CID police sairl

The raid in the MOS(uUe Wiy
conducted jointly by CID and
Daulatpur police led by ASP Atla:
Rahman of CID who is 10 of the
case filed with Kotalipara thana
onJuly 20 this vear.

OC hurt in clashes
with miscreants
in Sunamganj

From Staff Correspondent

SYLHET, Oct 11: The Officer-
m-Charge and a constable of
Biswambharpur thana undetr

Ssunamganf were fujured by
miscreants who also snatched
an arrested man from police

custody.

Police arrested Abdur Rahim
froon Shaktiarkhiola Bazaar on
charge ol runng busiuess of
porno movies at a shop in the
bazaar for a long time ang selzed
29 cassettes, one VCP and a TV
from his possessfon at 9:30 p.n.
vesterday

When they were on thelr way
back to the thana on a Loat, Zillur
KRaliman who is the uncle of the
accused and also the Chalrinan
of Dakshin Bardaghat UP, asked
the OC to release Abdur Rahim.,
When the OC refused, the com-
panions ol the chairman swooped
on the police and freed the

see pape 11 col B
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The Saudi Arabian executive jet made a heavy landing at ZIA after its wheels caught fire yesterday
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-Star photo

Saudi plane catches fire at ZIA

A Saudl Arablan executive Jet made a heavy
landing at Zia International Airport yesterday as its
wheels caught fire, aviation sources sald.

There was no passenger in the Gulf Stream air-
craft which made the landing at 6:11 am for refuel-
ling on its way to Hong Kong from Jeddah. The crew

were unhurt.

By Special Correspondent

sources sald.

Fire fighters sprayed foam on the landing i
after smoke was seen on the right wheels, the v

The aircraft blocked the taxiway for sometime
Later it was hauled out of the taxiway. Engineers
from Saudi Arabla are expected to arrive in Dhaka

and repair the damaged wheels, the sources said.

e e

Petrobangla arranging paym”enf
of $7.8m to Unocal

Petrobangla yesterday made
arrangements to pay US oil com-
pany Unocal 7.8 million US dol-
ars, half of its pending gas bills
totalling about 16 million dollars,
sources said.

Petrobangla was pressurised
by US energy official Kelvin
Humphrey to pay the bills on an
urgent basis. Humphrey sur-
prised all here by making an
airdash to Dhaka on Sunday, two
days after his six-day official visit,
to discuss US oil companies’
problems with high officials.

To speed up the payiment,
Petrobangla, now facing cash
crisis, undertook a special drive
and realised outstanding bills
from its' gas distributing affili-
ates which owe it around Tk 850
Crorc

Perrobangla purchases around
YU million cubic feet of gas per

By Sharier Khan

day (mmecfd) from Unocal,
extracted from Jalalbad gas field
under a Gas Purchase Sales
Agreement (GPSA), and is com-
mitted to pay the monthly bijll
within 30 days.

Petrobangla also owes Shell Oil
around 50 milion US dollars. It
purchases around 130 mmncfd of
gas from Shell, extracted from off-
shore Sangu gas field, and is to
pay the bills within 45 days of
purchase.,

Though the GPSA-dictated gas
price is forcing Petrobangla to
incur heavy loss every year. it had
regularly paid for the Sangu and
Jalalabad gas from mid-98 till
late last year.

Despite earning a net annual
profit of around Tk 1000 crore.,
the state owned oil and gas com-
pany then ran into a casli crisis
as bills for an average oi five and a

half months were due from all its
sales outfits. This affected
Petrobangla’'s payments.

Now, at the pressure of the US
energy official, the pgovernment
has decided to pav Unocal imme-
diately its' pending gas bill. The
government has also decided to
clear all the dues of Shell-Unocal
by March next year.

“The point is, had the govern-
ment been serious about improv-
ing the financial management at
the sales and revenue level. there
would not have been any prob-
lem,” observed a source.

‘It was a disgrace that the
government took the special drive
after beinﬁ pressurised by an U
energy official. Similar conditiof™

revalils in the power sector also.
We hepe such things do not take
place in future.”

Petrobangla-USGS study to give idea about

energy resources, not gas reserve

Energy experts at a seminar
here yesterday said the country is
not floating on gas and the on-
going Petrobangla-USGS study
will help the authorities in taking
decisions for oil and gas explora-
tion in future.

The study will only give an idea
about potential energy resources,
not about gas reserve. Lot ol

By Staff Correspondent

things should be done to assess
the actual gas reserve. they said.

The seminar on 'Natural Gas
Resource Assessment Methodol-
ogy’ was jointly organised by
Petrobangla and USAID at the
Petrocentre.

The Petrobangla-USGS (United
States Geological Survey) joint
study of the gas sector began in

.
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August and is expected to be
completed bv December.

USGS teamn leader Robert C
Milici said nis teaiu is now review-
ing the basic geology and engi-
neering information’. USGS and
the US companies in Baugladesh
are using the same methodology
in assessing natural resources.

See page 11 col 6
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