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Philippine President Joseph
Estrada salutes during a turn-
over ceremony for the chief of
the air forces in Manila yester-
day in his first public appear-
ance afler being accused by a
former friend, Luis Singson, of
pocketing millions in pesos of
bribes from gambling barons.
Estrada's aides say the presi-
dent was considering legal
action against the accuser,
whose allegations shattered
investor confidence
financial markets. Opposition
legislators, meanwhile, have
announced plans to file
impeachment proceedings
against Estrada. -AFP photo

‘Blasts outside

YSupreme Court

in Delhi: One
arrested

NEW DELHI, Oct 10: Indian
police today arrested a man who
threw three small crude explo-
sives outside the Supreme Court
In New Delhi, injuring several
people, reports AFP.

“There were three small blasts
and some people received minor
injuries,” said an official in the
court’s administrative section.

Police said they were question-
ing a 25-year-old man, Upendra
Mohanty, in relation to the inci-
dent.

“The suspect appears slightly
unhinged. He shouted patriotic
slogans while he was being
brought to the police station, but
did not resist arrest,” said police-
man Narayvan Singh at the Tilak
Marg Police Station.

Police said Mohanty was carry-
ing a bag slung over his shoulder
which contained a picture of
Indian independence leader
Subhas Chandra Bose.

During World War Il Bose led

Indian national army against
¢ British and established an
independent provisional govern-
ment of Azad Hind (Free India).
Bose died in 1945, two vears
before India gained Independ-
cnee.

Police officials said Mohanty's
precise motives were unknown.

Two security guards posted at
the entrance of the Supreme
Court were injured by [lving
splinters. A fruit vendor also
sustained burns.

North Korean
leader in US
for talks
with Clinton

WASHINGTON, Oct 10: Jo
Myung Rok, North Korea's num-
ber two official. arrived late Mon-
day for talks with US President
Bill Clinton and other top US
officials beginning today, reports
DPA

US officials have great expecta-
tions for the visit, ranging from
symbolism of improving ties to
‘tangible signs" of a military
detonate on the Korean penin-
sula.

Clinton said Friday he would
“explore the possibilities” of diplo-
Jmnatic reconciliation with North
' But he also sought to

ssure South Korea and Japan
that the United States would
respect their interest in its deal-
ings with the Stalinist North
Korean regime.

Vice Marshal Jo Myong Rok is
vice chairman of Pyongyangs
National Defence Commission
and considered the right hand
;]nan of supreme leader Kim Jong

Clinton said South Korean
President Kim Dae Jung had
paved the way for dramatic
improvements in US-North
Korean ties by visiting Pyongyang
inJune,
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COLOMBO, Oct 10: Sri Lanka's national elections
closed today after nine hours of balloti
and violence as as with the
matriarch politician  Sirfima

allegations of riggi ng
sudden death of

Bandaranaike, reports AFP.

Election officlals sald more than 300 cases of
violence, voter impersonation and the seizing of
ballot boxes were reported and that the authorities
-case basis.

The poll was marred early Tuesday when it was
announced Sirima Bandaranalke, the world's first
prime minister and Sri Lanka's best known
politician, had died after casting her vote in the

were looking at them on a case-by

woman

morning.

Bandaranaike, 84, suffered a heart attack while
returning to the capital Colombo from the nearby
le, her son, opposl-
tion leader Anura Bandaranaike, said.

As the election progressed Tuesday, the largest
number of complaints came from the central district
People's Alliance (PA) general
secretary D. M. Jayaratne made allegations of foul

party, the Sri Lanka
Muslim Congress, also said the Kandy poll had been

family constituency of At
of Kandy where ruling

play.
Another ally of the rull

heavily rigged.

Reports ol sporadic violence Included ruling party
rters grabbing automatic weapons from two
a booth In the tea-

su
police constables guard
growing district of Nuwara Eliya.

Ballot papers were also stolen in Nuwara Eliya
while In the southern district of Matara, police
arrested at least 10 men who tried to pose as voters

and cast ballots.

The private Centre for Monitoring Election Vio-
(CMEV) asked Elections Comimnissioner
to order a re-po
provinces where there had been intensive riggh

"We urge you to consider annulling the votes In

lence
Dayananda Dissana
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centres in the 11 electorates (in six prov-
inces) Identified by us ... In order to safeguard the
Integrity and credibility of both the democratic
election process as well as the dignity and impartial-
ur office," the CMEV said in a letter to the

The commissioner was also attacked again by the
government Tuesday.

The People's Alllance sald the election chiefl's
move to stamp ballot papers with a unique seal
could impalr the democratic process.

"It Is essential to ensure that voters are able to
cast their vote secretly, but the work of commis-

sioner should not be done secretly,” the party said.

rebels.

The commissioner had vowed secret measures to
surprise those who were planning to stufl boxes
with forged ballot papers.

Officials reported brisk voting with queues [orm-
ing outside polling booths as balloting began at 7:00
am (0700 BST) across the country's 22 electoral
districts. Voting ended at 4:00 pm (1600 BST).

There was tight nationwide security alter unprec-
edented violence in the flve-week run-up to the polls
which claimed at least 65 lives. Most died in sulcide
bombings and attacks by Tamil Tiger separatist

The election Is expected to be a closely-fought
race between President Kumaratunga's PA and the
main opposition UNP, with the Marxist JVP, or Peo-

ple's Liberation Front, a distant third.

In the island’s northern Jaflna peninsula, there
were reports of heavy artillery duels between gov-
ernment forces and Tamil Tiger rebels, but the

voling appeared to have taken place.

Il in six
ing.
groups.

Some 12.07 million men and women over the age
ol 18 years were eligible to vote for 225 members of
parliament out of a record 5,477 candidates repre-
senting 29 political parties and 99 independent
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Sri Lankan President Chandrika Kumaratunga casts her ballot

ay

as people went to the polls in nationwide parliamentary elections
yesterday. Voting was brisk despite allegation of rigging and the
death of Kumaratunga's mother and former Sri Lankan prime
minister Sirima Bandaranaike who died shortly after casting her

vote here.

--AFP photo

' Vajpayee undergoes
knee surgery

BOMBAY, Oct 10: Doctors
completed knee replacement
surgery on Prime Minister Atal
Beharl Vajpayee today as mem-
bers of his party offered prayers
in Hindu temples, reports AP.

“The operation went well. The
prime minister is in the recovery
room," sald Dr Chittaranjan
Ranawat, the New York-based
orthopedic surgeon who flew to
Bombay to perform the opera-
tion.

He sald local anesthesla was
used and Vajpayee, 75, was con-
scious throughout the operation
lo replace the eroded cartilage
around his knee with an artificial
knee joint.

"The prime minister did not
require much sedatives. We were
able to control the pain,” said Dr
Ranawatl.

With police blocking off streets
and surrounding the Breach
Candy Hospital in downtown
Bombay hospital, Ranawat com-
pleted the operation In 65 min-
utes, as expected. He was
assisted by Dr Nandu Laud, a
consulting orthopedic surgeon.

Vajpayee required the surgery
due to acute pain from
osteoarthritis, in which the carti-
lage around the knee wears
down.

Vajpayee will be allowed visi-
tors after two days, doctors said.

“At the moment his health Is of
prime concern and he should not
be disturbed,” sald Dr Ranawat.

Light physlotherapy exercises
were to begin later Tuesday eve-
ning and Vajpayee would be
helped to stand upright.

‘In five to 15 days the prime
minister can walk with the help of
a cane,” Dr Ranawat sald. “"Every-
thing went Lo my satisfaction.”

Earller, hundreds of activists
from Bharatiya Janata Party
offered prayers for Vajpayee's
quick recovery in two Hindu
temples near the hospital.

“We are praying for a safe oper-
ation for the prime minister,” said
Vinod Tawade, president of the
Bombay unit of the party.

Vajpayee was In Intense pain
for much of his visit to the United
States last month. He had to slti

down while addressing the US
Congress. He was also helped by
US President Bill Clinton when
the two leaders sprinkled rose
petals on the statue of India's
non-violence movement leader,
Mohandas Gandhi, in Washing-
ton D.C.

Police set up barricades
around the hospltal, which over-
looks a rocky seafront. Metal
detectors were used 1o check
relatives and visitors of other
patients admitled to the hospital.

All 14 rooms on the seventh
floor of the hospital were reserved
for Vajpayee and his staff.

Commandos patrolled the sea
near the hospital and the coast
guard warned fishermen to stay
away.

Zemin calls

BEIJING, Oct 10: China
opened its [first-over China-
Africa talks today, with Presi-
dent Jiang Zemin warning offi-
cials from 44 African countries
that "hegemonism and power
politics” was preventing the
establishment of an equitable
world order, reports AFP.

Speaking to some 80 African
ministers in Beijing's Great Hall
of the People in talks widely
expected to boost Sino-Alfrican
ties, Jiang called on Africa to
stand with China in addressing
global inequalities and a widen-
ing gap between developed and
developing nations.

"Hegemonism and power
politics still exist, and develop-
ing countries are still faced with
an arduous task of safeguarding
their sovereignty, security and
interests,” Jiang said.

Developing nations should
unite and demand equal rights
on the global state in an effort to
establish "an equitable and just
new international political and
economic order.”

Besides having to fight pov-
erty and ethuic strife at home,
developing nations were also
faced with inlerference from
developed powers, he said.

“The right of all countries to
sovereign equality and to free-
dom from outside interference in

China-Africa talks begin
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Chinese President Jiang Zemin opens China's first ever China-

Africa talks yesterday in Beijing's Great Hall of the People.

their internal affairs must be
ensured to them."

Algerian President Abdelaziz
Bouteflika, Tanzanian President
Benjamin Mkapa, Zambian
President Frederick Chiluba,
Togo President Gnassingbe and
secre general of the Organi-
zalion of African States Salim
Ahmed Salim, were among those
gathered at Tuesday's session.

The three-day forum is “an
important step and meaningful
initiative taken by the Chinese
government lo consolidate and

-AFP photo

strengthen Sino-African [riend-
ship and cooperation at the start
of the new millennium,” Chinese
Foreign Affairs Minister Tang

Jiaxuan said last month.
"Africa is waiting for

discuss its bilateral
with China, but also tackle some
large multilateral questions
such as external debt.” a West
African diplomat told AFP.
Before the forum China
announced it would reduce the

Scientists find way to
program key cells

WASHINGTON, Oct 10: Scien-
tists said on Monday they had
taken a first step towards being
able to control stem cells master
cells that have the ability to
become any kind of cell in the
body. reports Reuters.

Doctors hope one day these
cells can be directed to grow into
organs or tissues for transplant,
used to test drugs and potentially
toxic chemicals, and studied to
give insights into basic human
biology.

But first they have to learn how
(o control them."One obvious goal
is to control the differentiation of
human embryonic stem cells.”
Dr. Douglas Melton of the Howard
Hughes Medical Institute at
Harvard University and col-
leagues in Israel wrote in their
report, published in the Proceed-
ings of the National Academy of
Sciences.

If this differentiation could be
directed, the cells could be used
as a source of brain cells for Par-
kinson's patients, pancreatic islet
cells for diabetes patients, heart
cells for heart patients and so on.

The researchers ran a series of
tests on the obvious candidates
for directing stem cell develop-
ment chemicals known as
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growth factors, which influence
cell growth.

They tested them on what
many scientists consider the
most promising form of stem cells
embryonic stem cells. Taken from
very early embryos, only a few
cells in size, embryonic stem cells
have the potential to become any
kind of cell in the body at all.

Embryonic stem cells also
seem (o have the ability to survive
indefinitely, making them

extremely valuable to laboratory |

scientists.

The researchers tried out eight
different growth factors, includ-
ing basic fibroblast growth factor,
transforming growth factor and
epldermal growth factor.

The stem cells had receptors,

or molecular doorways, for all of

the growth factors, which sug-
gests they would be open to the
influence of the compounds.
When exposed to one group of
growth factors, the stem cells
tended to develop into muscle
cells, which belong to a family of
cell type known as mesodermal
cells. When exposed to a second
class of factors, the stem cells
became mesodermal or
ectodermal cells, which include
brain, skin, and adrenal tissues.

| v, TSIy It AfEw !

d order

this
forum with lots of interest, 1t will
be a chance for each country to
relations

debt owed to China by poorer
Alfrican states, but did not reveal
how much debt would be
reduced or to which nations.

The meeting has also been
scheduled to adopt a "Beijing
declaration” reflecting a Sino-
Alrican consensus on larger
political question, Including the
‘new internalional order,” a
euphemism often used by
Belling that refers to the global
domination of the United States
and its Western allies.

"Beijing is trying to get more
countries on Its side in its strug-
gle against US hegemonism,”
sald a Western diplomat.

In a surprise move, Beijing
invited eight African countries
that maintain diplomatic ties
with Taiwan to attend the forum
as observers, following pressure
from the Organization of African
Unity.

The eight are Senegal, Gam-
bia, Burkina Faso, Liberia,
Malawai, Chad, Swaziland, and
Sao Tome and Principe, but only
Liberia and Malawai accepted
the invitations.

China traditionally shuns all
nations that

recognize Taiwan as an inde-

pendent nation, but at the same

time is eager to urge such coun-
tries to cut ties with Taipei.

Musharraf pledges return
to democracy by 2002

LAHORE, Pakistan, Oct 10:

tli[)]ﬂmatil‘d“}' ;

Almost a year alter selzing power
in a coup, military ruler General
Pervez Musharraf sald today
Pakistan's armed forces would
return the country to civilian rule
belore October 12, 2002, reports
AFP.

‘Armed forces have no Inten-
tion to prolong their rule,” he told
a news conference ahead of the
first anniversary of the coup that
ousted the elected government of
prime minister Nawaz Sharif on
October 12, 1999.

"We will return to our place
exaclly after three years in accor
dance with the deadline given by
the Supreme Court” in May,
Musharral said.

Musharraf said he had no
plans to form a political party. "I
can give a surety bond that I will
not form a political party. All
such talk is nonsense,"” he said.

“We will hand over power to
elected people and we have an
elaborate plan to achieve this.”

After district-level elections to
be held In phases starting in
December and ending by July
next year, the military govern-
ment will hold provincial and
national elections, he said.

Musharraf additionally gave
an overview of his government's

performance In its first year,

during which it faced the tough
tasks of reviving the economy
and eliminating corruption.

Pakistan would continue to
exercise maximum restraint” in
Kashmir despite Indian "provo-
cations,” he added.

Musharraf rejected sugges-
tions that Pakistan's economic
difficulties were the result of its

Kashmir policy, calling them
‘absolute fallacy.”
Pakistan gives political and

diplomatic support to the 11-
year-old Muslim separatist drive
in the Indian zone of Kashmir
Islamabad controls the northern
third of the disputed Himalayan
territory.

"We are showing maximum
restraint despite India’s continu-
ous aggressive actions along the

Line of Control,” the de facto
border in Kashmir, he said.
Musharralf, defending the

performance of his government,
said he had done "a lot" in one
year but that this was not ade
quately recognised.

He accused vested interesis
and unidentified external forces
of creating a sense of despon-
dency in the society

‘1 will not go into details to
describe the external forces, but |

—

know they are trying to destabl-
lise my government because it is
putling the country on the path of
progress,  Lhe general said.

He admitted the pace of the
accountability process launched
by the military government to
punish cormuption was slow. 1
am disappointed, but it is not due
L0 My governmeril

But he said the National
Accountablility Bureau [NAB) set
in November last year had suc-

ceeded In recovering a total of 65
billion rupees (1.12 billion dol
lars), iIncluding stuck-up bank
loans and the plundered money
The military ruler denied alle
gauons ol (orture and harass
ment of political leaders and

workers during detentior but

promised to look into any individ
ual complaints and redress the
grievances.

Musharraf suspended the
constitution and parliament after

seizing power and in March
banned i”r;}=ji al activities and
lemonstrations.

Despite the restrictions

Sharif's Pakistan Muslim League
(PML) plans to observe Octobe:
12 as a "black day
Kulsoom intends tolead a p

rally from Peshawar.
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Taiwan President Chen Shui-bian (L) and Vice President
Annette Lu (R) raise their fists while shouting slogans "long-
live the Republic of China", "long-live Taiwanese people" and
“long-live freedom and democracy" as high-ranking military
officials stand in front of the presidential office yesterday in

the celebration of Taiwan's National Day. --AFP photo

Dalai Lama to visit Taiwan: m.

Dalal Lama will make his second visit to Taiwan next month,
calling the trip a “religious tour” to allay China's objection, a
leading Talwanese newspaper reported Tuesday, AP reports I
from Talpei.

The exiled Tibetan spiritual leader was invited to Talwan by 12
Buddhist, Christian and Catholic groups, the China Talwan
reported. He Is scheduled 1o meet Taiwanese President Chen
Shul-bian but has yet to give a specific date for the Lrip, the news-
paper quoled unidentified sources in the presidential office as
saving.

Two French planes collide: .

single-engine French planes collided Monday off the coast of
Libya, with one plunging Into the Mediterranean Sea and the
other landing safely, Libyan television reported, AP reports from
Calro.

The report, monitored in Cairo, did not say how many people
were aboard or whether there are any survivors of the afternoon
crash, but Libyan authoritles were still searching the sea several
hours later. In Paris, the French Foreign Ministry confirmed a

small plane had crashed and sald three French citizens and a
Libyan were aboard,

El Salvador liquor toll rises:

total of 66 people have died in El Salvador after drinking metha-
nol-tainted locally made liquor, a Health Ministry spokeswoman
sald Monday, AFP reports (rom San Salvador, -

I'm sorry to say the number of dead has risen In areas in the
center of the country,” sald spokeswoman Katia Jovel, noting
that most of the deaths had occurred in communities not far from
the capltal. The director of the Santa Gertrudis hospital in San
Vicente sald that four others had survived the alcohol polsoning,

:ml gone blind, while another 16 people were "fighting for their
ves,”

Kathmandu |

Airport
closed

KATHMANDU, Oct

runway, officials said,

AFP.

"The Kathmandu International

Airport has been closed indefi

nitely since Tuesday momning
after the Boeing 757 of China

South West Airlines probably hit
a bird and the pilot braked and
stopped the aircraft,” airport
officials said.

‘It stopped a few feet short of |
the southern end of the runway

belore takeoff,” they said, withoul
saying i anyone was Injured or il
the atrcraft was damaged.

It was not immediately known
how many passengers were

onboard the aircraft bound for |

Lhasa.

On Monday evening, an Indian
Airlines plane with 184 passen-
gers on board was forced to make
an emergency landing at
Kathmandu just after takeolf.

The right engine of an Indian
Alrlines Airbus-300 caught fire a
minute after takeoll around 5:00

pm (1145 GMT) forcing pilots to |

make an emergency landing:

Obesity confines
him in house
Jor 25 years

LONDON, Oct 10: An English-
man welghing 318 Kkilograms
stepped outside his house for the
first time In 25 years on Monday
to pose lor the cameras as friends
cheered him, reports DPA.

Jack Taylor, a 55-year-old
lormer security guard who put
his weight at 50 stone, sald he
had remained In his home In
Manningham, Bradlord, because
ol "personal tragedies”.

‘It feels great., It feels really
good. It's been 25 years. It means
a lot to me. It might start me going
back out,” he told journalists

walting outside.
Taylor remained Inside his
home from the mid-1970s

because of his weight problem.

I have had a lot of tragedy In
my life and I just decided one day,
I'll stop In (stay ai home) and it
just took off from there. In 1975 |
Just didn’t go out no more, 1 just
stopped in,” Taylor sald.

1031 W . : :
Kathmandu airport was closed | thousands of refugees in squalid
loday after a China South West
Airlines flight probably hit a bird,
forcing the pilot to brake hard
stopping just before the end of the

reports

Indonesia
E Timor

JAKARTA, Oct 10: Indonesia
is ready to start registering tens of

to register
refugees

United Nations, also den
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that have terrorised the refugees

camps in Indonesian West Timor znd prevented their return to

to determine whether they want East Timor

to return to East Timor, a minis- The United Natio: R S

ter said Tuesday, reports AP. D R S RS e o AT
Resettlement Minister Erpa UI€re are ¢ el SELOUU

Witoelar said international 1morese shelteringinthe camps

observers would be invited to ur; T:'llf' western side of Timor

1Sidnd.

observe the process to ensure its

credibility. 'I‘hm' fled their homeland after

Indonesia is under Intense the militia gangs devastated it
international pressure to close Wwhen the territory overwhelm
down the West Timor camps and ingly voted in a UN-organised

| resettle the refugees. Foreign ballot to end Indonesian rule last
governments, as well as the Yearn

: Banair:l-aesh University of
illi% Engineering & Technology, Dhaka
Tender Notice

No P&D/LP-1(605)/2000-2001/D
bonalide

Scaled tenders are inviled from suppliers for
supply of SLR Camera Body, Macro Zoom Lens, Electronic
Flash Gun, Disc Paper. Circular Saw Blade, Chisel, Hand
Planer, Scroll Saw Blade. Platform Scale, Measuring Proble,
Digital Tachometer & Digital Wattmeter. |

Intending participants shall have to obtain permission for
purchasing lender paper etc. on application to the undersigned.
Application must accompany TIN certificate, Trade hecence
and certificate of experience about concern works/supplies ete.
from reputed organisations. Tender paper and other terms &
conditions will be available from the office of the undersigned
on payment of TK 400.00 (four hundred) (non-refundable) to
the Sonali Bank, BUET Branch., Dhaka. Each tender must
accompany a Bank Draft or Pay Order from nationalised bank

amounting to 5% ot the quoted amount as carnest money

deposited in ftavour of the “Comptroller, BUET™ without
which no tender will be considered. Tenders must be put into |
the tender boxes kept for this purpose in this office or offices
of the Heads of the Department of Civil Engineering and
Mcechanical Engineering (Civil Engineering Building and
EME Building respectively) up to 12-00 Noon of 23.10.2000
and will be opened on the same day at 12-30 PM before the

participants present.

The university authority reserves the right to accept or
reject any or all the tenders or one or more items of any tender
without assigning any reasons whatsoever.

No tender paper will be sold on the opening day of the
tender.

Deputy Director

GD-943 Planming & Development




