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it a day

BRISBANE. Oc¢t 9. Kierean

..mlta. denied a third sucees.
stve  1500m  swimming gold

_g](dﬂ.l at the Sydney Olymipics
by fellow  Australian  Grant

~ Hackett, called it quits today,

|

_reports AFP. ‘
I haven't officially an-
unced my  retirement, bt

his Is {17 the 28-yvear-old said

o HCKer-tape  parade  for
Australiane - Olviupic  stars  in
Brishane.

“There is no doubt Grant is
capable of great things. He
proved that by winning the final
in Syduey ahead of the world's
best field in the 1500 metres.”

Perkins swam his fastest
timee in six vears. slashing three
seconds off his gold-winning
Atlanta performance to win the
silver after qualifying fastest in
the heats at the Sydney Games.

But he could not raise his
performance again in the final
won by Hackett. who is un-
beaten over 1500 metres free-
style since 1997,

“Nobody likes getting silver
and it would have been a great
achievement to get the gold. but
I have had the chance to sit
back and take it in and mv
sSwiim was three seconds under
Atlanta. so | have to be happy
with that.” Perkins said.

Perkins. Olympic champion

in Barcelona in 1992 and At-
. lanta in 1996, said he was
planning a holiday with his

wife. Sam. and two yvoung chil-
dren before taking on sponsor-
ship commiunents.

‘She's certainly relieved that
the burden of the pressure of
competition has been lifted for
now. he said

“She's certainly been a driv-
ing force behind my preparation
for the last four vears. | have no
doubt in my mind that |
couldnt have done it without
her.”

Perkins' world record of 14
muutes 41.66 seconds set at
the 1994 Commonwealth
GGames in Victoria, Canada. still
stands

Seeds sail
smoothly

ZURICH. Oct 9: All the seeds
in action on the opening dayv
advanced safely into the second
round of the 1.08-million-dollar
WTA event here on Sunday.
reports AFP. '

Fifth seed Amanda Coetzer
of South Africa eased pasi
Spain's Magui Serna 6-4. 6-1,
but seventh seeded American
Chanda Rubin had to rally to
overcome Croatia's Sylvija Ta-
laja 2-6. 6-1. 6-2.

Although seeded eighth.
Russia’'s Elena Dementieva has
been one of the hottest players
on the WTA Tour in the last
month after winning a silver
medal at the Svdney Olvinpics
and reaching the semi-finals of
the US Open.

On Sunday she reached the
second round with a 6-3. 6-3
win over Ruxandra Dragomir of
Romania.

Although Sema saved 10
break points in the first set,
Coetzer took three games in a
row to lead 4-2. and then sur-
rendered just four points in the
final four games of the second.

While she had a straight-
forward victory, Rubin's match
swung wildly from one plaver to

the other. Talaja took the
opening set by snatching the
last four games. but after

holding serve in the first game
of the next set she gave up the
next nine games as Rubin lev-
elled the mailch and took a
commanding lead in the decid-
ing set.

Dementieva struggled to get
the better of a persistent
Dragomir. saving three break
points in the first set and seven
in the second. The Russian also
made more unforced errors
than her opponent. but com-
pensated with 12 forehand
winners and five off the back-
hand, while Dragomir could
manage a total of only three.

Martina Hingis tops the
seedings while Lindsay Daven-
port makes an early retum
from the injury that side-lined
her at the Olympics. The field
also includes Nathalie Tauziat
Jennifer Capriati Anna
Kourmkova and Jelena Dokic

MU under
scrutiny

LONDON. Oct 9: The Eng-
lish Football League is to look
into allegations that they of-
fered Oxford United money to
fix the venue of a league cup
match in 1983, the Sundav
Mirror reported, says AFP

Jim Smith, now coach ol
Derby County, alleges in a book
be published later this
nonth. that then Uniterl
« hairnman Martin Edwards !
former coach Ron Atkinson liad
approached him and oflored
(000 pounds (9.000 dollars) if
Oxlord would play a second
replay at Old Trafford.

Under the competition rules
a second replay venue had to
be decided on the toss of a coin
— unless the two teams made a
separate agreement with Fool-
ball League approval

“There had been a sugges-
tion that it would be better for
us financially if we agreed to

LA

play a second replay at Old
Trafford.” Smith said
But our chairman. Robert

Maxwell, was having none of il

“They beg%‘.-d us to play the
third match back at Old Traf-
ford and they offered 10 put
6.000 Into our players' pool
which I'm sure would have ce-
lighted one or two of our boys

"In those davs that was a
massive amount of money or
offer.

"I was very surprised by the
and
probably not altogether legal.
them my chairman
o)

olfer. it was unusual
But | told
was determined to leave (i

the toss of a coin.” Sinith sajd.
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RAMPANT ROMARIO: Brazilian superstriker Romario (L), who struck four times, here shoots
in his second against Venezuela during their World Cup qualifier at Venezuela on October 8.
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Veteran striker
o~y PP Romario, who hit

ROSEA RS a hattrick last

e P —

month on his first international
outing in over two years, scored
another four goals on Sunday
as Brazil thrashed Venezuela 6-
O away in a World Cup quali-
lier.

Argentina beat arch-rivals
Uruguay 2-1 in a fiercely con-
tested River Plate derby while
Eeuador kept up their hopes of
a lirst-ever World Cup appear-
ance by winning a pulsating
encounter against Chile in
hito

Peru continued to struggle
despite replacing coach Fran-
cisco Maturana with Julio Ce-
Sar Uribe last month as they

lost 1-0 to lowly Bolivia in La
Paz '

The weekend's games, which
began Saturday with Paraguay

STANDINGS

overcoming Colombia 2-0 in
Bogota, brought the marathon
South American campaign to
the halfway mark.

The ten countries play each
other twice with the top four
quallfying for Japan and South
Korea and the fifth playing off
against the winners of the Oce-
ania Group.

Argentina are clear leaders
with 22 points from five games.
followed by Brazil and Para-
guay, who have 17 each, Co-
lombia on 15, Urmguay on 14
and Ecuador on 13. The race
lor World Cup places now ap-
pears to lie between these six.

Chile's defeat left them as
rank outsiders with 10 points
while Peru and Bolivia, with
eight. and Venezuela with three
have little more than a mathe-
matical chance.

BRAZIL-VENEZUELA

The irrepressible Romario,
leading scorer with seven goals

PARIS, Oct 9 (AFP): Table after Sunday night's Latin American
(CONMEBOL) World Cup qualifiers (played, won, drawn, lost,

goals for, against. points):

Argentina 9 7
Brazil 0 o
Paraguay 9 -
Colombia 9 4
Uruguay 9 4
Ecuador 9 |
Chile G 3
Peru 9 2
Bolivia 4 2
Venezuela O |
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—

] ] 20 8 22
2 2 20 9 17
) 2 13 8 | 7
2 8 6 15
3 12 7 14
4 10 13 13
5 11 i1 10
5 6 R ]
5 5 14 o)
) 8 5 26 3

alt Mexico on October 8.

Irinidad and Tobago's Nigel Pierre (R) is under pressure
from Mexican Duilio Davino during their World Cup clash

—AFP photo

—AFP photo

Romario runs riot

despite having played only two
games, hit a first half hattrick
in eight minutes in Maracaibo,
then completed Brazil's scoring
with another goal midway
through the second half.

His form has left millions of
Brazilians wondering why for-
mer coach Wanderley Luxem-
burgo, sacked last month, re-
fused to pick him for the team
for so long.

"As long as I get the chance,
| will keep on scoring goals.”
said the 34-year-old Vasco da
Gama striker, who led Brazll to
World Cup victory in 1994,

Brazil, due to name a new
coach this week, were plaving
under interim coach Candinho,
Luxemburgo having been given
his marching orders last week

following a dismal two-vear
reign which left the national
team in chaos.

Debutant Euller and mid-

fielder Juninho Paulista scored
Brazil's first two goals in a cu-
rious game. The first 20 min-
utes had been even. with the
home fans even chanting "ole"
as Venezuela knocked the ball
about before collapsing and
conceding five goals in 18 min-

uies,
ARGENTINA-
URUGUAY

In Buenos Aires. former Ar-
gentina captain and coach
Daniel Passarella faced his own
country for the first time since
taking charge of neighbours
Uruguay last vear.

The game, predictably, was
passionate but short on good
football.

First half goals by Marcelo
Gallardo, later taken off in-
jured, and Gabriel Batistuta
put Argentina in control but a
close-range effort by Federico
Magallanes three minutes after
the break set up a tense second
half.

It was Argentina’s first home
win against Uruguay since
1978 — ironically, the year that
Passarella led them to World
Cup victory in the same River
Plate stadium.

CHILE-ECUADOR

A 76th minute goal by
Agustin Delgado, his fourth of
the qualifiers. gave Ecuador a
well-earned win over Chile at
high altitude in Quito where
they have taken 13 out of a
possible 15 points.

In a match full of enterpris-
ing lootball, particularly from
Ecuador captain Alex
Aguinaga. Chile nearly sna-
tched a late equaliser but sub-
stitute  Sebastian  Rosental's
shot was brilliantly saved by
Jose Cevallos.

PERU-BOLIVIA

The group's two lowest
scoring teams met in La Paz,
where predictably a single goal
was enough to decide the out-
come. It was scored by Bolivia's
Rover Suarez in the fourth mi-
mite, pulling them level with
opponents  Peru on eight
points,

CONCACAF Group

{ -‘I\ T (T Nl o) 2 sy ¢ &
E - NETRO) Oct 9
Honduras be 11

Iamaica 1-0 1o

P wom 2 reach the last six
o e of the CONCACAF
World Cuap qualifying tourna-
ment on Sundayv while Mexico

scored seven goals for the sec-
ond successive game. reports
Heulers

A goal by substitute Danilo
Turcios on the stroke of hall-
tiime ensured that Honduras
would finish in the top two of
seintinal Group D and go mto
the six-team final stage,

Jamaica had already quali-
hhed betore Sunday's clash In
Tegucigalpa

IBoth teams played for more
than an hour with ten men
after Honduras Reinaldo
Clavesquin and Jamaica's
Onandi Lowe were sent ofl [or
fighting in the Z24th minute,

The group's other match
saw El Salvador snatch an ul-
tiately meaningless last-
unte win away o St Vineent.

1rrn||:
| -~

depriving the Caribbean -
nows of their first point in 1he

\ladunir Cubias’ long range
cHort in the 89th minute to give
the Central Americans a 2-|

win in Kingstown. to the dis-
may ol 1500 fans who ten min-

utes earlier had seen Marlon
James equalise,

St Vincent coach Lennle
Tavlor was anpgry with over-

scas-based plavers who refused
o plav on Sunday

Al Mexico Cliyv, national side

debutant Jared Borgeftj
slammed  home  three goals
leading Mexico two a 7-0

thrashing of Trinidad & Tobago
in Group C,

The mateh, plaved in a half-
empty Aztec Stadivm. was also
the official debut of Mexico's
new head coach Enrique Meza,
who took over the squad's helim
last  month  after  Manuel
Lapuente  stepped down fol-
lowing a series of Jacklustre
results.

With  both teams already
qualified for the final round of
the Concacaf tournament --
from  which three teams will
quallly for the 2002 World Cup

« shared by South Korea and
Japan -~ Sunday's game held

Honduras progress

more signilicance for the Mexi-
cans seeking revenge tor their
-0 upset loss to Trinidad in
Port-ol-Spain on July 23.
Irinidad  showed up In
Mexico City withont several of
its normal starters, nclading

Manchester Undted star striboer
Pwight Yorke,

Horgem who  plavs  for
Moexican  Flrst  Division  side
Sdntos Lagima  and is  the
league s top scorer, made an

auspicious debut with the na-
tional team. striking goals
through the porous Trinidad
defence at the 26th, 30th and
71st minutes,

Cuauhtemoc Blanco of
Spanish  First  Division side
Valladolid struck with a close
range header at 20th minute
and from the penalty spot at
the 2Bth The scoring was
ronunded out by Duilio Davino

al the 66th minute and Victor
Rulz in a 75th minute penalty
alter Blanco was chopped down
in the box,

The win puts Mexico at the
top of Group € on goal ditfer-
ence over Trintdad, with one
match remaining.

: "The

PARIS. Oct 9 (AFP); Results
from Sunday night's Latin
American (CONMEBOL) World
Cuﬁdquﬂllﬂcrs:
aracaibo, Venezuela
Venezuela 0 Brazil 6 (Euller
20, Juninho Paulista 28. Ro.
mario 31, 35, 38-pen, 63)

La Paz

Bolivia 1 (Suarez) Peru 0O

Quito

Ecnador 1 (Delgado 76)
Chile O

Huenos Alres

Argentina 2 (Gallardo 27,

Batistuta 41)
(Magallanes 49)

Paes gets going

TOKYO, Oct 9: India's ace
Leander Paes cleared the first
hurdle beating Fredrik Jonsson
of Sweden in a rain-delayed
match on the opening day of
the Japan Open tennis tour-

Uruguay 1

nament on Monday. reports
AFP.
Plaving his first singles

match after the Sydney Olympic
Games, Paes had to wait for
almost six hours before sud-
denly being called for the men's
[irst round match to score a 7-
6, 6-3 victory

"That was the most difficult
part today because of the rain
delay. We didn't know when we
are gonna go on. In fact, | was

in the hotel when | heard my
match as called.” said Paes
| managed to come here

quickly and there was only a
LO-minute warm up and we
just went to play. Maybe it
should be rain-delayed evern
day. then | play better again.
he added

Paes never showed the ill-
elfects of the delay as he stood
[irm on his serves and neves
faced a single Dbreak point
while he hit an array of light-
ning forehand winners and a
series ol fine volley winners at
the net.

"I served well today. | got a
lot of good first serves in and
hence my game was very ag-
gressive. | was also able to hit a
lot of second serves, | didn't hit
one double fault today, not
one," said Paes,
only difference in the
first was the tie-break. |
managed to play a few good
pomts, especially at five-all. |
took a nice torehand approach
winner and | was aggressive on
1

sSel

‘It was really good, it was a
lot of positive tennis for me
today.” added the 27-vear-old
from Calcutta, last vear's Win-
bledon and French Open dou-
bles champion with his compa-
triot Mahesh Phupathi

In the second round. Paes
will take on either 16th seed
Chiristophe Rochus of Belgiun
or Andrea Gaudenzi of Italy

lTop eight men's seeds and
[op two women's seeds received
lirst-round byes 1) i hie
S70.000-dolln
totrnamernnt.,

Jonas Bjorkiman of Sweden,
13th seed. had to save (wo
match points in the final set tie-
breaker to beat American Jeff
Tarango 6-4, 3-6, 7-6

Andre Sa of Brazil out-
classed Alex Calatrava of Spain
6-4, 0-6, 6-2, while Olivier Ro-
chus of Belgiumn downed Chris
Woodruff of the United States
7-5. 6-4

lart courl

Keegan
fall-out

LONDON, Oct 8: Peter
Beardsley and Arthur Cox re-
signed from England's coaching
staff on Sunday following the
departure of Kevin Keegan,
reports AFP.

Keegan quit as
lowing Saturday's 1-0 defeat
against Germany at Wembley
and Beardsley and Cox have
followed suit

Howard Wilkinson, who will
take charge of the England
team for Wednesday's second
2002 World Cup qualifier in
lour days. revealed former
Manchester United assistant
manager Brian Kidd and lormer
intermational Stuart Pearce hadl
been brought in to help prepare
lor the game in Finland

Wilkinson, the Football
sociation's technical director
acted as caretaker managei
when Keegan's predecessor
Glenn Hoddle, left the post

"To find myself in the sam
position, so many similarities i
Is untrue,” said the formes

coach fol-

.ll\. o

Swiss superstar Martina Hingis

Porsche Open final at Filderstadt in Germany on October 8.

plays forehand against Belgian Kim Clijsters during their

—AFP photo

Porsche only Hingis'

FILDERSTADT,

Germany. Oct 9
Martina Hingis
swept aside Bel-
| ginm's Kim Cli-
jsters 6-0, 6-3 in
just 51 minutes to claim her
fourth Porsche Tennis Grand

Prix title on Sunday and claimn
her sixth title of the vear,
earning a sponsor's car in the
process, reports AFP

‘It was her first final in a big
tournament and she'd played
very well in the other matches
and | knew | had to play well
against her,” said Hingis, ex-
plaining her domination

‘It reminded me a little bit ol
when | was standing there four
years ago. She's a youngster in
the final, but | didn't want to
give it up. This is my home

Clijsters said she did
rise to the occasion

"l made some easy mistakes
and that's probably to do with
being tired.” said Clijsters

‘I've been playing a lot this

Nnol

week and had some tough
matches,” added the Belgian,
who beat Anna Kournikova

Conchita Martinez and Nathalie
Tauziat on her way to the big-
gest final of her career

"It was all to do with nerves
and being tired and not feeling

one hundred percent any
more.” she added
['“[l_ﬂ}l"ﬁ gl‘i[ oll to l!]t' bhect

possible start by breaking Cl-
jsters to love to lead 2-0. but
then had to save a break point

In the next game. A double-
handed backhand error from
("ll'|*~lr'r.~« let her off the hook

and Hingis then virtually sewed
up the set by breaking for 4-0
when hit a volley into an
empty court after Clijsters had
reached a dropshot

After an 18 minute first
in which f'll}‘wl*'!‘-\ mostly over-
hit the ball, the second became
more contest
settled and showed more con
trol. Hingis was forced to save a
break point in the first

she
‘-.r"_‘
cl rili"‘t""‘

|"I cl

game

and another three in her next
service pame as Clijsters [ill.l“‘_\'
maintained the rallies and

struck the ball cleaniy and witly
]J.n'f-

Hingis called for medical at-
tention to a tightening left thigh
when leading 4-3, and then
promptly came out and claimed

the onlv break of the set to lead
= S |

2-3 and serve out for the
match

In the second set there was
a lot of concentration, a lot of
lacus because wheneves |

would slow down a little bit she

was right there.” Hingis said

She can shoot the people ofl
the ourt and that's what she
did in som« { the other
matches. lf vou give her a short
ball it s over. Only if vou guess
the right side vou're lucky

Hingis now goes on play
the Swisscom Challenge in Zu-
richh. while Clijsters rests flor
three weeks before plaving in

i 11,
- |!

Korea start c

ountdown

Leeds United boss.

“But | have been here befor:
and my task is simple. I have
three days and two training
sessions to pick a team, pick a
way ol playing and get a result,

Gosper quits
10C race

SYDNEY., Oct 9: Interna-
tional Olympic Committee (10C)
vice-president Kevan Gosper
sald on Monday he had with-
drawn from the race to replace
retiring president Juan Antonio
Saanaranch, reports Reuters

“l go in a race if 1 think | can
win. And I've certainly thought
up  until  recently 1 could.”
Gosper told Australian Broad-
casting Corp Radio on Monday:.

“If you want something like
the (1OC) presidency vou have
(o want it very, very much

“And | simply found at the
end of the (Svdney) Games, |
didn’t want it that much.”

Gosper, Australia’s top
Olyvmpics offlclal, has always
becen seen as a serious con-

tender lor the top 1OC job once
Samaranch steps down in July
2001 .

Canadian Dick Pound and
Belgian Jacques Rogge are now
the main contenders to replace
Samaranch,

Gosper sald 1t would have
been a “tough haul”™ lobbyving
overseas for votes. He said he
believed he may not have had
| the numbers,
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