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A woman with a baby in her lap crying as she lost everything she had in a fire at a slum at Maniknagar inthe city yesterday (Left) and
other victims searching for their belongings in the debris,

-- Star photo

25 shanties

gutted at
Maniknagar

By Staff Correspondent

At least 25 shanties in a slum
at Shandergall of Maniknagar (n
the city's Sabujbagh area were
gutted In a fire yesterday morn-
ing, fire brigade sources said.

The fire originating from an
earthen oven In a shanty at about
11:45 am., quickly engulfed
other shanties in the slum, police
and fire brigade sources said.
Local people, however, extin-
guished the fire before the
[irefighters reached the spot.

There was no report of casual-
ties.

Kalam murder:
Alam yet to
be rescued

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 8: Police is yet
to rescue Kalam's kindapped son
Alam Sheikh.

The terrorists Kidnapped Alam
immediately after the murder of
his father Abul Kalam Azad
known as Kalam.

Matihar thana sald police was
not confirmed if Alam was kid-
napped. "He may be absconding
or in hiding," a police officlal said.

Kalam was beaten to death in

presence of police at Char
Khidirpur under Matihar thana
on Thursday.

A total of 50 people have been
accused in the Kalam Murder
Case. Most of the FIR named
accused are residents of
Laxmipur in the city who went to
Char Khidirpur along with police,
Matihar police said.

Meanwhile, local people
alleged that police was trying to
divert the case.

Officer-in-charge of Matihar
thana Abdul Qaivum went (o
Char Khidirpur on Friday night
and stayed there till Saturday

See page 11 col 6

No further progress in setting

up of Grameen Adalat

Despite substantial progress
initially, noting has been done in
more than a year now to replace
the virtually non-functioning
Gramva Adalat (rural court) with
a more effective one due to gov-
ernment’s indecisiveness,

The structure and powers of
the proposed Grameen Adalat
went through scrutiny several
times earlier. But there was little
progress since the Cabinet
approved the idea In March last
year.

A law ministry official said the
lack of progress was due to gov-
ernment's indecisiveness about
the structure of the proposed
court.

Gramya Adalat, headed by the
Chalrman of Union Parishad, was
introduced in 1976 to lessen
district court's burden of cases
centring ordinary disputes in
rural areas.

A UNDP survey report In late
1996 found that the Gramya
Adalat was doing ‘farce’ in the
name of trial. The Adalat virtually
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Recently, LG*OTIS Elevator Company has selected

Maan Bangladesh Ltd. as the Best Distributor/Agent 1 &
statistically for the year 1999 - 2000 for selling of Lifts . :
& Escalators among their worldwide Distributors (61 countries). On this |

occasion, LG*OTIS Elevator Company will launch a reception at Seoul,
capital of South Korea and the Chairman Mr. Habibur Rahman will receive
the Trophy for Maan Bangladesh Ltd. Mr. Bob Jang - President and Mr.

Charles Lee - Vice President of LG*OTIS Elevator Company will be present |
in the above ceremony.

We, the Employee’s of Maan Bangladesh Ltd., are hereby Congratulating our
dearest Chairman Mr. Habibur Rahman for achievement of the above rare

international honour & Trophy.

Employee's of Maan Bangladesh Ltd.

By Nazmul Ashrat

become ineflective as people lost
confidence in it, It falled to deliver
justice due to the 'blased role' of
the UP chairman, the report sald.

The UNDP report had also
revealed that 80 per cent of the
cases in district courts came [rom
villages, centring ordinary dis
putes. Effective [unctioning of
rural courts could greatly ease
the pressure on district courtls
which lack adequate manpower,
it said.

A rural court needs no infra-
structure facility and operating
cost as required by a formal court
as it operates in open place and
the 'jurists’ volunteer their ser-
vices.

On the basis of the UNDP
report, the government in
1997decided to replace the
Gramya Adalat with an effective
Grameen Adalat and assigned a
three-member committee headed
by the then Law Secretary
Aminullah to formulate policies
for the proposed court.

The committee submitted iis
report the same year. It sug-
gested that a three-member body
comprising the district sessions

Kostunica sworn
in as Y'slav

president

BELGRADE, Oct 8: Opposition
leader Vojislav Kostunica was
sworn in as President of Yugosla-
via yesterday, In a historic shifl
towards df:mt}(‘rdn in a nation
scarred by more than a decade of
economic ruin and isolation
reports Reuters,

Kustunica swore to uphold
Yugoslavia's "Integrity, sover
eignty and Independence” before
a joint session of both houses of
the Yugoslav parliament, the
diplomatic corps and the visiting
Greek and Norwegian foreign
ministers.

He looked tired after a tumul-
tuous two weeks of protests that
eventually forced ex-President
Slobodan Milosevic to admit
deleal in elections.

But the 56-year-old constitu-
tional lawyer happily acknowl-

edged the cheers and applause o

the crowd as he formally took
ollice,

‘We have long lived in a coun
iIry where democracy nevel
existed,” Kostunica said in a
speech after taking his oath.

“Today political parties re
replacing one another In powci
Everything Is peaceful and Yugo
slavia and Serbia have joined the

community of democralic
nations.
Earlier, the parllament born

out of elections 13 days ago met
to confirm the poll results, usher-
ing in what has been hailed as a
new era of hope under Kostunica.
The 178 deputies of the Yugo-
slav Chamber of Citlzens and the
upper house, the Chamber of
Republics, spent several hours
on procedural dispules over

disputed seals. See also page 9
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judge, the district magistrate and
the Thana Nirbahl Officer (TNO)
would appoint (wo panels of
judges' for a Grameen Adalat.

Each panel would comprise a
retired government official, a
school teacher and an elite of the
area and the UP chairman would
aclt as member-secretary, it sug-
gested.

The UP chairman will receive
all complaints and forward those
to the TNO who will select those
for disposal by the court. On
selection of the complaint, the
TNO will also Instruct the UP
chairman to summon the
accused.

The committee suggested that
disposal of a case and execution
of the verdict would be completed
by 90 days.

The village choukidar, backed
by police, will execute the verdict.

In late 1998, an inter-
ministerial meeting disapproved
the suggestions of the committee.
The meeting suggested that a
two-member committee compris-
ing a senlor assistant judge and
an assistant judge would appoint

See page 11 Col 6

Jute godown
gutted in
N'ganj

From Our Correspondent

NARAYANGANJ, Oct 8 : A jute
godown was gutted In a fire In
Kashipur area under Fatullah
thana today,

Witnesses and police sald the
lire originated from a nearby
welding shop at Hatkhola 1n
Kashipur area at 1-30 pm and
soon engulfed the godown. The
workers of the jute godown and
local people tried to extinguish
the blaze but failed.

Later, two fire fighting units
[rom River Fire Station and
Mandalpara rushed to the spol
and extinguished the blaze.

BCL man murder

BNP worker held

[ ] [
in Barisal
BARISAL, Oct 8: A BNP worker

was arrested at Shaestabad
Launch Ghat here today for his

alleged Involyement in the killing

of Chhatra Leag
Masum, reports UN

Sources said pollce arrested
Akhtaruzzaman when he came (o
his village home at Shaestabad
from Dhaka after avoiding arrest
for 14 months.

Chhatra League cadre Sida
Masum was chopped to death In
August last year.

ue activist

Vojislav Kostunica waves to members of the Yugoslav parliament
after his speech at the oath-taking ceremony at the Sava Centerin

Belgrade

-- AFP photo
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TIMBER: Pakistan off-spinner Saqglain Mushtaqg (not in picture) goes through the defences of Sri
Lankan number ten batsman Nuwan Zoysa during their ICC Knockout quarterfinal clash at the
Nairobi Gymkhana ground yesterday.

-~ AFP photo

Fire at Globe Knitting

FIR lodged, 2 held

after one month

By Staff Correspondent

After over a month since a fire
at the Globe Knitting and Sweater
Factory killed 12 female employ-

ees, the Gulshan police has finally

registered FIR against the fac-
tory's owners and some manage-
ment stalf for their fatlure to pro-
vide safety and security to the
workers.

Police also arrested two of the
IFIR listed accused in connection
with the case. Both the accused
were produced in the Chief Metro-
politan Magistrate Court and sent
to jail, police said, adding that
investigation into the case was in
Progress.

Police lodged the FIR on Octo-
ber 3, following an order from the
Chief Metropolitan Magistrate's
Court, Dhaka, on September 27.
The court also asked police to
submit a report before it by
November 27.

An official of the Globe Factory
told this correspondent on condi-
tion of anonymity that the Direc-
torate of factory inspection has
already flled a case against the
company with the labour court in
connection with the incident. He
wondered why another civil case
was lodged against the owners
and officials of the company.

The company has already sub-

mitted a pay order of Tk 252,000
with the labour court as compen-
sation for the victims, he said.

Advocate Fahima Nasrin in her
complaint accused six people of
the Globe Knitting and Sweater
Factory for their negligence to
provide security to the employees.
They are Dr ANN Moslehuddin,
Managing Director, AKM
Mohijuddin, Chairman, Mokbul
Hossain, Acting Chairman,
Mahbubur Rahman Zahid, Man-
ager, Mohammad Ayub, General
Manager and Haji Shahabuddin,
an employee of the company.

Negligence, mismanagement
and insensibility on part of the
Globe Knitting and Sweater Fac-
tory at Gulshan led to the killing of
12 on-duty workers, the com-
plainant observed.

The court ordered the Gulshan
police to accept the complaint as
FIR, when the lawyer brought the
{ssue before it on September 27.

A fire service report said fallure
of the authorities to provide safety
of workers led to the fc deaths
on the night of August 27. The
incident took place after 150 night
shift workers of Globe Knitting
Lid. went to sleep in the third floor
of the seven-storied building after
work.

4 killed in Feni
road accident

From Our Correspondent

FENI, Oct B: Four people were
killed and five others injur
when a tempo collided wilh a
truck at Javlashkara in
Dagonbulyan thana this morn-

ing. 3

Police and witnesses said the
Feni-bound tempo collided with
the truck at around 6:30 am,
killing four passengers of the
tempo on the spot.

The dead were identified as
Salauddin, 30, Mohammad
Mostafa, 32, Bakul Begum, 26,
gnsd tempo driver Osman Ganl,

The injured were admitted to
Feni Sadar Hospital and a private
clinic. Of them, condition of three

Vajpayee to undergo

knee surgery
tomorrow

BOMBAY, Oct 8 : Indian Prime
Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee will
check into Bombay's Breach
Candy Hospital tomorrow for his
knee to be operated upon the next
day by a New York-based
surgeon, Chitaranjan Ranawul. a
hospital spokesman said, reports
AFP.

Ranawat, assisted by a team
of local doctors, would make an
eight to ten inch long cut on the
front of Vajpayee's painful knee Lo
expose the joint,
Cyvrus Engineer said.
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