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compound (right).

local residents.

A burgeoning slum with ‘clubs’ and bazaar has gobbled up the compound of the
National Institute of Cancer Research and Hospital (NICRH) at Mohakhali in the city.

Heaps of rubbish are dumped by the slum dwellers and the shopkeepers just in Iront
ol the NICRH, posing a serious health hazard to the patients, _

The local toughs have expanded their empire over the years, making a hefty profit out
of the slum and bazaar that has warehouses.

ree ‘clubs’ under dillerent banners 'guard’ the properties where different elements
have their presence much to the discaomlort of the general NICRH stafl, patients and the

Two groups, including a section of NICRH stall and employees, control the slums

\_-h .

Loads of rubbish in front of the red-bricked NICRH complex at Mohakhali (left) and the burgeoning slum that has gobbled up a considerable portion of the hospital

Expanding 'empire' of local toughs at NICRH

By Shehab Ahmed

Raotary Club,

with the blessings of political high-ups, residents of the adjacent area complained.

“They are so powerful that we cannot protest,” one resident said. preferring anonym-
Ily. Even reports appearing in newspapers several years ago about the unlawful acts did
not have any impact,

The NICRH ofticials sald they could not do anything about it. "We have written several
times to the authoritles and Dhaka City Corporation (DCC), who for reasons best
known to them have kept thelr eyes close to the situation”, a NICRH officlal sald.

The three-storey Institute with a 50-bed hospital was set up in 1982 with the help of

- Star photo by A KM Mohsin

President visits
eye hospital
in Daudkandi

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed vestlerday visited
falakandl EVi Hu'ﬂl‘t{\!l

and _
Keshabpur Girls' High Sehoal in |

the remote areas ol Daudkandi |

of Comilla distriel
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Zahir's death at
Kalabagan: None

arrested yet
By staff Correspondent

None was
connection with the killing of a
schoal student on Friday inside
Ralabagan Stall quarters in the
L'I'L_l.':-.li]l-.‘.!l‘.ilhlull.1It'n.

Zahirul Islam Sharil, a student

E_;-‘i'__i- e ne

of Class Ten of Sukrabad High |

>chool, was shot In his chest at |
about 5:30 am whe n he was on

nis way to a mosque located :
inside the staff quarter for |

prayers. He died on the spol
Local people said Zahir was

well behaved and was not

iInvaived in any anti-social activi

lLies
1

Miscreants Irom Pichhi Helal |

and Bihari Munna Eroups were
engaged in clashes In the area
and locked In fightng in the area
lor several umes, they said add
ooy might have been

ing, Lhe

caught in crossiire of two rival |
groups or could nave been mis- |

taken lor a rival by eriminals.
Meanwhile, the 10 Sub

inspector Nazrul Islam visited the |

spot and talked with the people of
the locality

Police were sure that the boy |

was shol dead by cross fire but

could not confirtn which group |

was involved

Zahir was the eldest s0On ol

three brothers and a sister, They |
are staving at the house for more

L1an Severn years, sources said.

President, PM
greet Hindus

President Shahabuddin
Ahmed and Prime Minister
Shetkh Hasina yesterday greeted
the Hindus on the occasion of
thelr greatest religious festival
Durga Puja, report agenciles.

The President in his message
sald the people of Bangladesh
have been practising thelr respec-
Lve rellgion in the most cordial
and peaceiul atmoesphere,

He called upon all to
strengthen the bond of friendship
among all lrrespective of religian
and status for the sake of peace,
progress and welfare of the
nation

Prime Minister Shelkh Hasina
in her message sald all citizens In
Bangladesh enjoy full independ-
ence In practising thelr respective
religion.

She also called for greater
unity of all frrespective of caste
and creed ta lead the country
toward further progress,
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'USGS lacks transparency, Dhaka
should look for a third party'

By Staff Correspondent

Ihe 'Initiative’ of United States
Geological Survey (USGS) which
Is now engaged In assessing pgas
reserve Iin Bangladesh lacks
transparency and the countn
should immediately opt for a
third party for this, participants
at a roundtable In the city sug
gesled yvesterday

A leam comprising representa-
tves {ram USGS and Petrobangla
Is now assessing gas reserve and
there 1s no expert from Bangla-
desh University of Engineering
and Technology or Dhaka Unives
sity in it, People would not acceplt

Hangladesh's Gas Resource and
National Interest’ was organised
by Jatiya Peshajibl Shamannay
Parishad and held at Jatiya
Press Club vesterday.

Chaired by Justice TH Khan,
the roundtable was participated
by, among others, Prol
Moniruzzaman Mia, lormer vice
chancellor of Dhaka University:
Pral Anwar Hassan, Chairman ol
Applied Physics department at
DU; Prof Ferdous Hossen, Gen-
eral Secretary of DU Teachers
Association; . Prol Syed Md
Shallullah, Chairman of Environ

such non-transparent assess mental Science department al
ment’, they said Jahangirnagar University; Prol
The roundtable on 'Use of AbuAhmed of Economics depart
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pipeline is not acceplable, |

One poisoned
to death
in city
By Staft Correspondent

ment at DU and journalist A young man was poisoned to
Amanullah Kabir, death allegedly by the family
Prol Anwar Hassan said members ol his father-in-law at

BAPEX has a very good track
record ol drilling as it has drilled
19 gas wells with suecess in. "So
sleps should be taken [irst to
strengthen BAPEX. |

Prof Shaliullah suggested |
export ol gas in 'value added
form. "We can export fertiliser
and eleetricity wl'liull would bring
more foreign currency for the
country,” he said.

Profl Abu Ahmed said, "We |
welcome foreign investment in
lertiliser and electricity projects, |
But gas expart 1o India through |

Mirpur in the eity on Friday.

Rezaul Karlm Reza, 285, of
Chuadanga was found In an
unconscious state in front of a
cinema hall at Mirpur in the city
al about 2:30 pm on Friday,

Oli, a car driver, took him to the
| Dhaka Medical Callege Hospital
where he died an hour after
admission, hospital sources said.

Reza married a girl of Mirpur
named Shumi, She was taken to
Reza's lamily at Chuadanga but
his parents did not accept Shumi.

Shuml! returned to her family
at Mirpur in the city, Shumi's
=== | husband Reza came to Dhaka to

| take her back.
i Doclors at the Dhaka Medical
|
|

College Hospital quoting the
| autopsy report said that the
young man died from polisoning.
Reza's lather said his son was
poisoned to death by Shumi's

- lamily, Mirpur police flled an
| unnatural death case in this
regard

- Ex-Pak minister
| jailed for
corruption

ISLAMABAD, Oct 7 : A Paki-
| stani court today sentenced
| lormer communications minister
Azam Khan Holl to 14 vyears
Imprisonment [or carruption, an
official report said, reports AFP,

The court also fined him 20
million rupees (around 330,000
dollars) and ordered an addi-
tional three years in jail if the fine
18 not paid.

Shahmir Khan, a local engi-
neer, was sentenced Lo 14 years
and lined 50 million rupees, the
state-run  Associated ess  of
Pakistlan said. '

According to the prosecution,
the engineer made 20 million
rupees lor the installation of a
motorway emergency lelephone
system without providing specifi-
calions, with Holl's consent, the
agency sald.

Hotl, a member of the Awami
National Party, served as commu-
nications minister under prime
minister Nawaz Sharil, who was
ousted Ina military coup in Octo-
ber lasl year.

several politiclans and former

|
|

Indian new middle-order bataman Yuvraj Singh, who made a decisive 84 and was later adjudged man-
of-the-match, prepares to have a go at a Brett Lee delivery during yesterday's 1CC Knockout mateh
| against Australia in Nairobi,

ews Anal | is
Old warmith in a new milieu

officials have been convicted for
corruption under an accountabil-
ity drive launched by the military
regdime headed by General Pervez
~-AFP photo | Musharral
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From Pallab Bhattacharya

NEW DELHI, Oct 7: The visit to Indla by russian president viadimir
putin has revived the the traditional warmth in relations between the
tWo countries In a changed International order. the lames of the past
were led by a convergence of geospolitical Interests, the cold war and
Ideclogical wrap. but gone are those days and those lssues.

The warmth, however, continues, perhaps with greater intensity, as
new geo-political concerns and commonality of Interests have
emerged,
~ 8ince the demise of Soviet Unlon a decade ago, the thrust of Russia's
lorelgn policy has been towards Europeboth Western and Easternand
the United States. Russia has been keen to strengthen s ties with east
Eurapean countries in the light of growing coming together between
the latter and the West and the United States. That Is not sur arising
given the fact that East Europe has been such a close ally of Moscow
during the Cold War days.

As Russla looked towards Europe and U.S. and India decided to
reach out to the U.S, Weslern Europe and South East Asla, a certain
low erept Into ties between New Delhi and Moscow in the nineties, Even
visits to India by Horis Yeltsin, the then Russian President in 1993, and
Russlan Forelgn Minister Peimakoy four years later could not alto-

gether erase that iImpression.

With the ideological leanings ol the past missing in the posturings of
both New Delhl and Moscow, the (wo countries seem Wt'ﬁ prepared to
evaluate their relations in a new context, as evident most tellingly in
the signing of the Strategic Partnership.

The Strategie Partnership document says India and Russia will not
participate In any military- political or ather alllances or associations or
armed conllicts directed against the other side or In any treaties, agree-
ments or understandings Infringing upon the soverelgnty or national
security Interests of Lhe other side, Although some analysts are prone
o view this as a throw-back to the past, such a formulation carries very
Hitte welght (na unipolar world of today.

At the core ol the new upswing in Indo-Russian relations are
strengthening of military tes reflected in the setting up of joint military
cammission and reaching of multi-billion dollar deal to supply Russian
tanks, fighter Jets and a huge alreralt carrler to Indla, Joint Working
Group on Alghanistan and international terrorism and cooperation in
peacelul use of nuclear energy.

Russia's defence cooperation with India 1s as much a reflection of its

See page 11 col 7

Kostuni

ca's priority is to

build a new democracy

BELGRADE, Oct 7: With the
army behind him and Slobodan
Milosevie wishing him well, Presi-
dent-elect Vojislav Kostunica
a I{)cam free to take his oath of
olfice and begin leading Yugosla-
via out ol a decade of war and
turmoll and Into a welcoming
Europe, reports AP,

Kostunica focused on efforts
today to bulld a new democracy in
this beleaguered Balkan country,
sidestepping questions about the
outgoing president's future
plans,

"For now, it 18 more than
eniough that Milosevic congratu-
lated me," Kostunica sald. "Diff)-
cult times are behind us, but the
days ahead also hold many tri-
als.”

Kostunica made the com-
ments alter talks with GCreek
Forelgn Minister George

e — e

Papandreou, the first Western
official who arrived here to con-
gratulate and offer the new Yugo-
slav president support.

pandreou expressed his
admiration for the peaceful tran-
sition that the Yugoslavs accom-
plished and sald that it was now
time for Europe to respond by
liting economic sanctions. The
European Union may lift sane-
tions as early as Monday,

"The priorily today is to the
democratic transition In Yugosla-
via, to help this country consoli-
date its democracy,
Papandreou told reporters.

Kostunica's officlal Inaugura-
tion was scheduled to follow a
session of the newly elected Yugo-
slav parliament today in Bel-
grade's modernistic Sava Cernter,
after the parllament building
was gutled and ransacked inriots

Thursday that toppled Milosevie.
The Yugoslav strongman

addressed the Yugoslav people iny

a lelevised speech late Friday,

conceding he had lost the

24 presidential elections.

Milosevic congratulated
Kostunica on his electoral vie
and wished all Yugoslavs luck
signalling the autocratic ruler
had abandoned hopes of prevent-
ing his successor from being
sSworn in.

Hours after Mlilosevic's
address, the army's chiefl of staff,
Nebojsa Pavkovie, also congratu-
laled Kostunica, and 4indicated
the military would obey the new

litical authority. Yugoslavia's

Ugh  court had also named
Kostunica the election winner,
and powerful Yugoslav ally Rus-
sla offered its support. |See also
page 9]

Fariya's abductors
tricked parents

out of home
By Staff Correspondent

One of the two persons who
abducted three-year-old Farlya
on Wednesday had tricked her
parents into staying out of their
residence on that day to commit
mischlefl, police said yesterday.,

Akbar had telephoned
Farlya's parents at 3.30 am
early last week and told them
that one of their relatives died in
Saudl Arabla and that his body
woulld be flown to Zia Interna-
tional Alrport on Wednesday,

Akbar, along with one Ali
Hossain, abducted Fariya on
Wednesday morning when she
went out of their Bara
Moghbazar residence In the city
with a minor boy,

The news of the death of a
relative was a hoax, which
Fariva's parents came to know
alter police rescued her from
Akbar's village home at Anar
Aldl under Tongibari thana in
Mushigan| distriet Friday morn-
ing and arrested him.

Akbar worked in the bakery
of Fariya's father. When con-
lacted yesterday, Fariya's father
sald Akbar joined his bakery
using a false name --
Sagarabout four moths back.
Earlier, he worked in another
factory identifying himself as
Ajoy, and used to tell other
employees there that he also
performed in films, Fariya's
father said,

Akbar also used angther false
name in a dance club at
Moghbazar,

Akbar was apparently well-
behaved, He used to take Fariya
on his lap and he behaved like a
family member, Fariya's father
considered Akbar a good
employee,

Fariya Is yet to recover from
the trauma,

Strike cripples
Kashmir:
8 killed

SRINAGAR, India, Oct 7 : Six
people including three suspected
Muslim militants were Killed
today in Kashmir as a general
strike crippled life in the northern
Indian state, police here sald,
reports AFP.

Two Islamic guerrillas and an
Indlan soldler were Killed in an
encounter In the district of
Pattan, some 35 Km north of
Sru}aap_ur city, a police spokesman
sald,

In a separate clash, a militant
was gunned down at a border
village, some 100 km north of
Srinagar, he sald, adding that
another Indian soldier and a
civillan were killed elsewhere in
the Himalayan region,

The Kashmir valley, mean-
while, was crippled Saturday by a
total shutdown called by an
umbrella forum of Islamic guer-
rillas and Kashmirl political
groupings,

A spokesman of the forum
sald the general strike was called
to protest alleged excesses by
Incdllan troops deployed In the

Vested property
From page 1|

“We believe in equal rights of all
citizens frrespective dl caste,
creed and religion,” the Prime
Minister sald, adding that the
government at all levels of admin-
Istration would maintain total
Impartiality and neutrality.

"Members of the Hindu com:
munity are living in this country
with full rights and privileges."
she sald and expressed her hap-
piness that this year over 15,000
puja mandops were erecled
across the country and Durga
Puja Is being celebrated with
enthusiasm and galety.

Earlier, Hindu leaders felicl-
tated the Prime Minister and
expressed their deep gratitude
lor creating atmosphere lor per-
lorming puja at the place of his-
torie Ramna Kall Bari for the (irst
time alter 30 years.

Kalam murder in Rajshahi

One held,

abducted

son not rescued yet

From Our Correspondent

RAJSHAHI, Oct 7: Police
arrested one Aminul In Kalam
Murder Case yesterday but could
not rescue yet Kalam's son Alam
Sheikh whom the terrorists kid-
napped immediately after the
murder.

Abul Kalam Azad known as
Kalam was beaten to death in
R}‘t‘ﬁ(‘n{"t‘ of police at Char

iderpur undér Matihar thana
here on Thursday.

The villagers sald police also
beat Kalam. But police in a state-
ment refuted the allegation.
Police said they found Kalam in a
critical condition and took him to
huarital where he succumbed to
his n{'urlea.

Kalam's eight-year old daugh-
ter Nargls said the terrorists
Including Sadiqul, Akkas, Nazir,
MQILbUIZ Salam and Sakbar
earller tried to put a pistol in her
father's hand. "They started
beating my father as they failed to
put a pistol in his hand," Nargis
said.

"All these happened in front of

lice who also earlier beat my
ather dgrandfalher and uncles,”
she added.

Idris Ali, a distant uncle of
Kalam also described the incident
the same way.

Neither police commissioner,
nor the assistant commissioner
(Matihar thana) and the OC could
be contacted for their comments.

The OC was out of the thana.
The two sub-inspectors were
F;ensenl during the incident. SI

mal went on leave and Si
Mizan lell sick, duty officer of the
Matihar thana told this corre-
spondent over telephone this

evening,

Police were deployed at Char
Khiderpur village and the situa-
tion was under control, police
salid.
~ Meanwhile, Shamu Shelkh,
lather of Kalam said he did not file
any case lor killing his son.

Police arrested us and later
released when my son died.
Shamu Sheikh sald. Pollce also
look my signature on a plain
paper, he said. Kalam's family
sources sald police arranged the
case Lo save themselves.

Shamu Sheikh, Kashem and
Tutul were released without
Pr(xluclng them before the court,
‘olice, however, said they did not
arrest them, only took them to
safe custody.

'
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Pabna docs call j =

off strike

From Our Correspondent

SIRAJGANJ, Oet 7: Docters of
Pabna district called off thelr
sirike today afier district admin-
istration assured them of action
against the attackers of Dr Amin
Ahamed Khan but they
announced seven days
programme including two days
loken strike from today and wear-
ing black badge from 8 am to 10
am everyday,

They will announce tougher
programnme after 7 davs if the
culprits were not arrested.

Seepage 11 col 5

Musharraf asks Delhi

to accept offer for
Kashmir talks

ISLAMABAD, Oct 7: Military
ruler General Pervez Musharraf
today asked India to agree to
talks with Pakistan to find a
solution to the thorny Kashmir
dispute between the two coun-
tries, reports AFP.

India should refrain from
‘provocative” actions and acecept
Pakistan's offer for dialogue, an
official report quoted him as
saying,

Musharraf, addressing an
official meeting here, accused
India of trying to impose a mili-
tary solution on Kashmir, the
crisis-ridden Himalayan state
divided between the two coun-
tries and claimed by both,

A Muslim separatist campaign
in the Indian zone, which erupted
in 1989, has claimed more than
34,000 lives.

Pakistan denies India's charge
of fuelling the unrest, but vows
normal and diplomatic support
for the campaign, calling it a
legitimate struggle,

“India wants to impose a mili-
tary solution in Kashmir on the
basis of the status quo consoli-
dating its occupation in deflance
of the charter, principles and
resolutions of the UN Security
Council.” Musharral said.

Reallirming support

to the

Kashmiri people, Musharral said
India was trying to create differ-
ences between Pakisian and
Kashmiri leadership.

“India would not succeed in its
nefarious designs to drive a
wedge between Pakistan and the
Kashmirl leadership,” he said.

"Paklstan Is party to the Kash-
mir dispute and a durable solu-
tion to the festering dispute could
only be achieved with full partici-
pation of Pakistan in any dialogue
in future, "Musharraf said.

He said Kashmiris were Jarced
to resort to an armed struggle
because India used "brute force”
against them.

"The objective of the Indian

~repression is to pressurise the

Kashmiri people into submission
and to make them abandon their
demand for the realization of
their inalienable right to sell-
determination.”

Musharraf said both India and
Pakistan had commitied them-

selves to the implementation of

the 1948-49 UN Security Council
resolutions envisaging a referen-
dum in Kashmir.

"Thelr (Kashmiris’) right to
decide their own future has nol
lapsed with the passage of time,
he said.

Hepatitis-B !

'Vact.:iniltinn Can now ;'n'e'*vunt il

For details consult your dactor

siitng Hepatits 8
WA
Available m over
173 coundrmes

S

SlhK hine Beecham ¢

Lot Ledd

Issued m the public interest

SICF
Eskayef Bangladesh Lid

ol Sy ' i __..

S e

Editor: Mahfuz Anam

Published by the Editor fram  Transcraft Lid, 229, Te

Industrial

Area, Dhaka-1208 on behalf of Mediaworld Ltd., 52 Motijheel CA.,

Dhaka-1000. Editorial, News & Commercial Offices:

18

(fnzar, Dhaka-1215, Telephone Numbers: 8124944, 8124958, 8124966,
Fax: 8125155, GPO Box No: 3257, Cable: DAILYSTAR, DHAKA.

Internet edition address:  htyp wwwdailystarnews.

address: dsturabangla. ne

and Email




