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Poachers klll
tiger in

Indlan Z00
H‘F’EER&BAD Indla, Oct 7:

poachers broke into a zoo in BELGRADE, Oct 7 : Yugoslavia
| southern India and slit the throat | Pegins the road back from inter-
é of an Royal Be national pariah status today, but
| ore skinning it and Slobodan Milosevic's vow (o
3 with the pelt, officlals said, | return to power remained a con-
L Reuters. cern Lo those hoping to see him

one-year-old female "
_ , was found dead in
a moal on Thursday, said B.
Trinadha Rao. curator of the
Nehru Zoological Park in
Hyderabad in the coastal state of
Andhra Pradesh.

relative
killed

QUETTA, Pakistan. Oct 7: A
relative ol self-exiled former
Pakistani Prime Minister Benazir
Bhutto was found on Friday
murdered after being missing for
three weeks, police said, reports
Reuters.

The police in Quetla. capital of
the southwestern province of
Baluchistan. said they had
arrested a man who confessed
that he and three other men had
murdered Sardar Wahid Bakhsh
Bhutto, a cousin of the ex-prime
minister and head of the Bhutto
tribe.

Wahid Bhutto's body was
recovered from a grave in his
home district of Larkana in the
southern province of Sindh on
information from the arrested
Farrukh Ali Qadri, the
ice said.
zir Bhutto wrote a letter
to military ruler General Pervez
Musharral on Thursday com-
plaining -of what she called an
“ugly chain of events” of murders
and disapp ol her politi-
cal supporters and calling for the
missing man’'s gecovery.

“This has le@t to the suspicion
that these are politically moti-
vated actions having the backing
of powerful forces,” said the
letter, which was published in
Friday's local newspaper.

The Quetta police sald Qadri

brought to justice, reports AFP.
The United States and the
European Union made encourag-
Ing noises Friday about the swilt
lifting of sanctions after it became
clear that Milosevic's Iron-fisted
rule had finally come to an end.

and the state television station on
Thursday.

The last nail In Milosevic's
political coffin was hammered in
when Russia -- Belgrade's last
major ally -- publicly recognised
Kostunica as the new leader.

Russian Foreign Minister Igor
Ivanov met both Kostunica and
Milosevic here Friday.

The road back (o international
acceplance was set to start with
the arrival in the Yugoslav capital
later Saturday of Greek Forelgn
Minister George Papandreou.

A Greek foreign ministry
spokesman said Friday that
Papandreou “was at the EU's
disposal”.

A Greek government spokes-
man declared that the late of
Milosevic was "being negotiated".

EU security and foreign policy
chief Javier Solana sald on CNN
that "if things go In the right
direction”, EU forelgn ministers
would meet on Monday "and one
of the decisions that we would
like to take is lifting all the sanc-
tions, lifting the ofl embargo.”

First to go from the sanctions
list will be an embargo on oll
deliveries to Serbia and a flight
ban that has kept Yugoslavia's
JAT airlines out of western
Europe., EU officials and diplo-
mats said.

President Jacques Chirac of
France, which holds the rotating
presidency of the EU, said that
Kﬂslunica the largely unknown

sition figure who defeated
Ml osevic in September 24 elec-
tions, would be invited to an EU

summit October 13-14 in Blarritz
to discuss future relations.

Tony Blalr, Britain's prime
minister, even hinted that post-
Milosevic Serbla could look for-
ward to membership In the Euro-
pean Unlon.

US President Bill Clinton
called Yugoslavia's massive popu-
lar uprising against Milosevic an
"extraordinary victory” for the
Serblan people, adding that [t
had greatly Improved security
prospects in the Balkans.

te House spokesman Jake
Siewert sald Washington would
work to remove sanctions against
Yugoslavia "once it's clear that
Milosevic Is gone and that the
democratic transition Is com-
plete.”

"We'll be moving quickly to
reach out and gauge the govern-
ment, but we will need to do a
Httle more work to ensure that
Milosevic has relinquished power
and that the democratically
elected leader of Serbla has
assumed all the reins of the gov-
ernment there, before we begin
that,” Siewert sald.

However, amid all the jublla-
tion on the streets of Belgrade
and the encouragement from
abroad, the postscript to
Milosevic's farewell speech was
alarming news to those hoping
the ousted Yugoslav president
will be brought to justice for
crimes committed during his
bloody reign.

In the televised address Friday
night in which he [inally admitted
defeat in the elections, Milosevic

sald he planned to enjoy a brief
period of "rest” and then "con-
tinue to reinforce my party” -- the
Soclalist Party of Serbla.
The Soclalists, he said, would
be a very 5tr0n|¥| opposition” and
gether with Yugoslav Lelt
party led by his wifc Mira
Markovic, "will be strengthened
s0 a8 to convineingly win the next
elections.”

International leaders, while
welcoming Milosevic's ouster,
were swill to rule out any future
political role for the man decried
in the West as the "Balkans
Butcher”,

"Milosevic, we can not forget, Is
a war criminal. He can not play
any role In politics In a demo-
cratic country,” Solana sald

Clinton warned against leaving
Milosevic loose on the Yugoslav
political scene, saying it would be
"a terrible mistake".

“This Is nol what the people
voled for,” he sald. "And I believe
that we cannot Ignore the action
of the war crimes tribunal.”

Chirac echoed most European
leaders in Insisting that Milosevic
be pursued to appear belore the
UN tribunal in The Hague, which
has Indicted him for crimes
against humanity in Kosovo.

Russian President Vladimir
Putin sent a letter of support (o
Kostunica, hoping he would be
able to pull Yugoslavia out of its
current political crisis.

At the same time, backing for
Kostunica poured In from Euro-
pean countries, the US and
China, and from NATO.
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Supporters of the Democratic Opposition of Serbia (DOS) wave a
Serbian flag during the celebration meeting in front of Yugoslav
Parliament building in Belgrade on Friday where they were wait-
ing for Yugoslav President-elect Vojislay Kostunica.

‘I congratulate Kostunica on

-1- th;rh :nolﬁa?lqu h;;lj‘az:og?;: “:: the :leclg:l victory and I wish all
night. Rao told a news conference | ¢ltizens of Yugoslavia much

late on Friday. success in the co mandate of

“Some staff members must | the new president,” Milosevic
have helped the poachers. Seda- | Said on television, bringing (o an
tion or poisoning of the tiger end his 13 years in power and
cannot be ruled out.” Rao said. nearly two weeks of a bullding

He said the body had been sent | showdown between his regime
for a post-mortem and four zoo | and the popularly backed opposi-
workers had been suspended. tion.

India’s tiger population has Thousands of people poured
fallen to about 3.500 from 4.300 | Into the streets of Belgrade within
just 11 years ago, largely because | minutes of Milosevic's televised
of the loss of habitat and poach- | capitulation joining tens of thou-
ng. sands of opposition supporters

Although trafficking of wildlife, who had gathered earlier as

ucts Is banned in India, | Victory became assured for oppo-
poaching of tigers for their skin, | Sition leader, now president-
bones and bodv parts, which are elect, Vojislav Kostunica.
used in Chinese medicine, has "The situation is progressively
exacerbated the problem. returning to normal, I think that

Conservationists estimate 200 | the crisis is behind us,
10 300 tigers are killed every year. Kostunica declared.

Earlier this year, 13 Royal "The people have won.”

)‘ . ngal tigers died at Nandan Before dawn Saturday most of

s Zoological Park in the | thecrowds had dispersed happily
eastern province of Orissa of and peacefully.
suspected trypanosomiasis, a The same cr?wds had precipi-
parasitic infection. tated Milosevic's capitulation
storming the parliament building -
o,
Benazir's

Jerusalem must
be Palestine's
capital: Arafat

TUNIS, Oct 7: Palestinian
leader Yasser Arafat told a gath-
ering of hundreds of
sympathisers in Tunisia on Fri-
day that Jerusalem would be the
capital of the future Palestinian
state, whether Israel liked it or
not, reports Reuters.

The meeting, which was
attended by Tunisian President
Zine al-Abidine Ben Ali, was

organised by the ruling Constitu-
tional Democratic Rally (RCD) to
show solidarity with the Palestin-
lans.

"We will pray in al-Quds (Jeru-
salem), the capital of Palestine.
whether (Israel) likes it or not,
and if they don't like it, they can
drink the Dead Sea,” Arafat said
at the rally broadcast by state-
run Tunisian television.

Arafat blamed Israeli opposi-
tion Likud party leader, Ariel
Sharon, for sparking the worst
[sraeli-Palestinian clashes since
1996, In which at least 73 Pales-
tinians and Israeli Arabs have
been Killed.

Violence [lared last week fol-
lowing Sharon's visit to a site in
Jerusalem holy to both Muslims
and Jews.

“We told Sharon once again,
Sharon who tried once again
to...defile al-Agsa mosque, no,
no, no. No to these attempts to

was arrested while trying to
escape via neighbouring Iran and
that he had confessed that Wahid
Bhutto was murdered at the
behest of a still unspecified "in-
fluential person”.

Judaise the Christian and Mus-
lim holy shrines,” Arafat said.

"We Palestinians, Tunisians
and Arabs as well as Muslims and
Christians will defend Jerusa-
lem,” he said.

Palestinian protesters burn a US flag during a demonstration in
Gaza City on Friday. Israeli police, who took over the Al-Agsa
Mosque compound after dispersing the remaining demonstrators
who had been there since the morning, opened fire on the protest-
ers. Ten Palestinians died in separate incidents in Jerusalem's Old
City and some parts of the West Bank and Gaza Strip. —AFP photo

! Palestinians swarm WB hotspot

after Israeli army pullout

UNSC adjourns vote condemning
Israel for excessive use of force

NABLUS, West Bank, Oct 7 :
Firing automatic rifles in the air
and waving flags, thousands of
jubllant Palestinians today
swarmed into a Jewish shrine in
the northern West Bank after the
Israeli army pulled out of what
was a flashpoint, reports AFP.

Using iron bars, stones and
hammers, the crowds attacked
the building over the site revered
by Jews as Joseph's tomb, and
youths removed abandoned
books and furniture, setting
them ablaze.

"Today was the [irst step to
liberate the Al Aqgqsa (mosque),”
Amin Magbul, an official from
Palestinian leader Yasser Arafat's
group, Fatah, told the crowds.

He was referring to the Jerusa-
lem mosque site that is at the
centre of the deadly violence that
has rocked the Palestlinian terri-
tories for more than a weck.

The Israeli army vacated
Joseph's Tomb, one of the hottest
local points of the violence and
which lies in an Israeli-controlled
enclave of the Palestinian-ruled
town of Nablus at dawn Satur-

police moved in.
"The Israelis will
return to this

not

ever
place,” Sadi Naji,

an official from the Palestinian

National Security service,

told

Nablus.,
arrived at the scene calling on the
demonstrators to leave.

for us,”

AFP as Fatah gunman fired auto-
maltic rifles in the air.

The army had described the
pullout as a temporary measure
adding that the Palestinian
Authority had committed itself to
‘respecting the integrity of the

building and preventing the
I"d]rc,tinian population from
entering.’

But the approximately 100

Palestinian police at the scene
stood by as a continuous stream
of cars, many honking their
horns, brought thousands of
Palestinians from Nablus and
nearby Arab towns poured into
the site, now draped in Palestin-
ian flags, located in the northern

part of the city.

Eventuallv, the governor of

Mahmud Al-Aloul.

"It is an Islamic place and holy
he said. "Muslims built

was unleashed by

Thursday by hawkish

Mount.

Meanwhile, the UN Security
Council adjourned a second late
night session early today

after again failing to agree on a
resolution condemning Israeli
"excessive use of force” against
Palestinian civilians

During nine hours of on-and-
off consultations, diplomats said
the United States threatened to
use its veto power to defeat a drafl
Lext.

The talks adjourned just after
2:00 a.m. (12:00 BST) and were
scheduled to resume at 1:00 p.m.
(23:00 BST).

US ambassador to the United

2
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a visit last
Israeli
opposition leader Ariel Sharon to
the Al-Agsa Mosque compound,
known to Jews as the Temple
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Nations Richard Holbrooke told |

reporters he had requested the
brief additional delay” on the
instructions of President Bill
Clinton.

"There are still some problems
with it (the draft resolution) from
our point of view,” Holbrooke
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'slavia returns to int'l fold

World hails end of Milosevic era, promises to lift sanctions

'‘Sharif may agree
to quit politics
for restoration

of democracy’

ISLAMABAD, Oct 7: Ousted
Prime Minister Nawaz Sharll may
agree o stay away [rom politics
for sometime if such a gesture
leads to the restoration of democ-

In Pakistan, his wife Begum
Kulsoom Nawaz has sald, reports
P11,

Sharif holds the interest of the
country dearer than everything
else and If a way could be paved
for the restoration of democracy
with the Pakistan Muslim League
President (Nawaz Sharll) remov-
ing himself form the political
scene for sometime, he mg;h
agree Lo the proposal, she sald In
remarks published yesterday.

But, Begum Kulsoom bcltucd
such a step would not resolve the
crisis facing the country since the
ouster of the PML government
about a year ago.

The best way, she said, was the
restoration of the situation as it
existed on October 12 last year
revival of assemblies and rein-
statement of Sharif as Prime
Minister. Gen Pervez Musharraf
could be allowed to continue as
army chief, she added.

This, she sald, meant that the
army should go back to the bar-
racks and defend the national
frontiers and power should be
handed over to politicians. Thisis
the only way to save the country,
she asserted.

She proposed that all sides
should ignore the mistakes com-
mitted by others and make a new
beginning.

Iwenty trees
proclaimed
as national
monuments

ROME, Oct 7: Italian Culture
Minister Giovanna Melandri
announced on Friday that 20
trees, more than 100 years old,
will become "national monu-
menis’, reports Xinhua.

Under the "Save the Trees
Decree,” the people whe cause
any damage (o the trees will be
forced to pay a fine of 20 million
lire (about 10,000 US dollars) and
could face up to two years in jall
as well as restoration duties, the
same purishments as
damages to monuments

The minister stressed tha
decree was made ;r'}aa:‘rﬁr thanks
lo the interpretation of a single
text which recog prniises the historic
and cultural value, even in natu-
ral elements.

"The decrees will be ready in
December, but the obligation to
respect them will ?.*-;;I.’; immedi-

those lor

the
L LI

ately,” Melandri said, adding f‘u‘
"Lthese monuments ‘w‘l' be han
dled in the same manner as t_-J}':E‘T
OInes.
The superintendents in charge
of the decree's respect will be

responsible for the care of the
monurnental trees

The World Wild Federation
(WWF) had also previously orgarn
ised a sij

mature collection via
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day, handing control
Palestinian police.
Israeli
drawn, taking with
equipment
artefacts, and

over (o

forces who had been
patrolling the site were with-
them their
and religious
the Palestinian

this place, so it belongs lo us.
Israel will not return to this
place.’

Six Palestinians and an Israeli
border guard have been Killed in
fierce gunbaltles and clashes at
Joseph's tomb since the violence

BRIEFLY

Russian FM visits Algeria: russian For-

eign Minister Igor Ivanov left Mpscow Saturday for a two-day visit
to Algiers for meetings with his Algerian counterpart Abdelaziz
Belkhadem, Itar-Tass reported, AFP says from Moscow.

Their talks will centre on bilateral relations and the Middle East
situation. lvanov will travel from Algiers to Cyprus, where he will
meet Greek Cypriot President Glafcos Clerides and foreign minis-
ter Yiannakis Cassoulides as well as the leader of Cyprus's power-
ful Greek Orthodox Church. Archbishop Chrysostomos.

US actor commits suicide: veteran actor

Richard Farmsworth, 80, whose performance in the movie "The
Straight Story” earned him an Oscar nomination last year, has
died - apparently the victim of suicide, authorities said Saturday,
AFP reports from Alburqueque, New Mexico.

Farnsworth, who lived in the town of Lincoln, some 400 km
southeast of here, died late Friday, according to Lincoln County
Sherifl Tom Sullivan. "Richard Farnsworth died of a self-inflicted
gunshot wound at his home in Lincoln, New Mexico,” Sullivan said
in a statement. According to media reports, he was suffering from
cancer al the Ume of his death. At 79, Farnsworth was the oldest
man ever (o recelve an Oscar nomination for best actor.

21 killed in Irian J AY a: Clashes between secu-

rity forces and Independence activists armed with bows and
arrows in Indonesia’s remote Irian Jaya province have escalated
leavin gaat least 21 people dead, Indonesian media reported on
Satur AP reports from Jakarta.

Hosp:laj officials In the town of Wamena said two of the victims
were voung children who died in their houses when they were set
on fire, the officlal Antara news agency reported. The report said at
least 45 people had been Injured in the clashes, many of them shot
by police or hit by rebel arrows.

Argentme vice President resigns:

genline Vice President Carlos Alvarez resigned on Friday in
Pmtcst al the government's handling of a bribes for voles scandal
)

ut said he would not break the ruling Alliance coalition, Reuters
reporis from Buenos Aires.

I am presenting my Irrevocable resi
do so (o be able to say freely what [ think and at the same time not
o cause trouble for the president,” a stony-faced Alvarez told a
crowd of emotional supporters who roared his name in a packed
Buenos Aires hotel. The popular 51-year-old politician heads the
lefi-leaning Frepaso. which Is junior er lo President
Fernando de la Rua s centrist Radical Party in the 10-month old
Alliance coalition government.

Paraguay, Cuba to restore ties: rara

&wzgl;ba wul reestablish fulll dlplork;allc r?IauﬂnP:rsa'mt?mng
a 40-year split, spokesmen from S
foreign mtnmﬂdayymn rts from Asuncion. 4
Al that time, 51-year-old diplomat Antonio Miguel Pardo
Sanchez, now serving as Cuba's commercial attache, will be
instated as Cuban dor here. He presented his credentials
to Forelgn Minister Juan Esteban Agulrre on Thursday.In return,
the government of Paraguay will convert its consular office in
Havana into a full- ﬂed?u:l embassy. Paraguay and Cuba
consular relations in 1902 and cstablmhcd dlplmnauc ties in
1911, but their relations were suspended on December 5, 1960,

almost two years after Castro's rise to . The two nations
renewed consular relations on August 1, 1996.

tion as vice president. |

Lankan troops
kill 35 rebels
in fresh attacks

COLOMBO, Oct 7 : Sri Lankan
troops have killed at least 35
Tamil Tiger rebels in a counter
attack in the northern peninsula
of Jaffna, the government said
here today, reports AFP.

The rebel Liberation Tigers of
Tamil Eelam (LTTE) mounted the
latest offensive at Nagarkovil,
killing eight soldiers on Thurs-
day, before troops retaliated, the
government's Special Media
Information Centre (SMIC) said.

"Monitored terrorist transmis-
sions have confirmed that over 30
cadres have been killed from their
Thursday's abortive attack at
Nagarkovil,” the SMIC said in a
stalement.

The SMIC said another five
Tiger rebels and two more govern-
ment soldiers were also killed in

fighting on Friday.
Truck spills
10 tonnes of
cyanide into
Chinese river

BELJING, Oct 7: A tributary of
China’s main walerway, the
Yangtze river, was fouled with 10
tonnes of toxic sodium cyanide
after a chemical truck plunged
into the water, the Daily reported
today, says Reulers.

The official newspaper said
emergency measures prevenled
deaths from the toxic spill last
week In the Han river at Danfeng
county in the north-central prov-
ince of Shaanxi.

The report gave no details on
damage to fish and wildlife and
did not say whether the chemical
had reached the Yangtze.

The spill occurred when a
truck carrying the sodium cya-
nide from Jinniu Chemical Fac-
lory in the central province In
Hubel to neighbouring Shaanxi
overturned on September 29, it
sald.

The offictal Xinhua news
agency reported on Tuesday that
5.2 tonnes of cyanide had spilled
into the Wuguan River, which
feeds the Han.

'US ready to drop N Korea
from terrorism list'

SEOUL, Oct 7: North Korea
sald today the United States had
expressed willingness to take the
communist state off a list of
nations supportling terrorism
following a joint anti-terrorism
statement, reports AFP.

The state news agency said the
United States had "unreason-
ably” linked the North with terror-
ism but that the joint statement
which was released in Washing-
ton on Friday would boost
attempts to strengthen relations.

"In particular, the US side in
the stalement expressed its will-
ingness to delist the DPRK (North
Korea) as a ‘state sponsor of ter-
rorism,’ the leftover of the Cold
War era,” said the North's Korean
Central News Agency

US oflicials said lht*jninl slate-
ment did not signify that the
conditions had been met to be
taken off the terrorism list.

The statement made clear
however that when the Stalinist
regime in Pyongyang “satisfacto-
rily addresses”™ those require-
ments, the US government would
work to remove its name from the

list.

But KCNA added: "This proves
that the US policy, whereby it has
unreasonably linked the DPRK
with terrorism, does not work any
longer.

"This position will have a posi-
tive impact on terminating the
confrontation between the DPRK
and the US and building the
bilateral relations in the 2l1st
century.”

The joint statement was
released just ahead of a key visil
by Jo Myong-Rok, who is consid-
ered the second most important
figure in the North Korean
regime,

He will be the most important
North Korean official to visit
Washington and will see Presi-
dent Bill Clinton and other top US
officials.

In the joint statement,
Korea and the Uniled States
agreed that terrorism "poses an
unacceptable threat to global
security and peace.”

North Korea concurred that “it
was the responsibility of every UN
member state to refrain from

North

organising, instigating, facilitat-
ing, financing, encouraging or
tolerating terrorist activities,” the
stalement said.

US State Department spokes-
man Richard Boucher said that
allhnugh the declaration was a
"step forward” it did not signilty
the conditions for being taken oft
the US terrorism list had been
met.

Under US law, a country must
prove there has been a "lunda-
mental change” In its leadership
and policies and it no longer
supports international terrorism.

Inclusion on the terrorism list
compels the US government (o
oppose requests from designated
countries for loans from interna-
tional lending organisations and
bars US export-lmport credits.

US officials have made clear
that deporting Japanese army
members granted asylum in
North Korea alter a 1970s hijack-
ing would be an important step
toward removing Pyongyang [rom
the list, which also includes
Cuba, Iran, Iraq, Libya, Sudan
and Syria.
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said.
The
Council "condemns these

use of force” but did not specili-
cally cite the Israeli
forces in that context

draft resolution said the
acts ol
violence, especially the excessive

SECUrily

internet in an attempt to save the
LTEES.

‘There was a mass respornse,
even though there are still many
in Italy who are not used to "cha
ting”, WWF President Fulco

Pratesi said.

Bush Gore 1ntens1fy
efforts to W0O voters

WASHINGTON, Oct 7 : With
exactly one month to go belore
the November 7 US presidential
elections, Republican George W.
Bush and Democrat Al Gore are
intensifyving their eflorts to woo
undecided volters, particularly in
the handful of toss-up states,
reports AFP.

After their respective running
mates, Dick Cheney and Joe
Lieberman, went head to head in
a lelevised debate late Thursday,
Texas Governor Bush and Vice
President Gore hit the campaign
trail, pursuing key states in the
Midwest and the South.

The scenario isn't likely to
change in the coming weeks,
either, with pit stops lorecast in
other regions, including Calitor
nia.

"We don't discuss our internal
polling,” said Karen Hughes,
communications director for the
Bush campaign. "But I think if
you look at the places we're going
at this point in the campaign,
we're taking the governor where
we think he has an opportunity to
make an !mpnrl.”
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Six people died and 40 were injured on Fnday as an Aeromexico mrll
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ner plane skidded off the runway

in Reynosa, in storm-battered northeastern Mexico. The DC-9 plane, upon landing in heavy rain
crashed into a shanty home that abuts on the runway, killing three children and three adults who

lived there,

~AFI photo

As the presidential campai
f1t:*rutnrf}* yme stretch Err‘tﬂ*—»\.'-
vania, Ohio, Illinois, Michigan,
Missouri, and Florida are emery-
ing as the US cruci
each candidate to woo in order to
push the election in his direction,

according Lo experts and polis

al states lor

The candidates must also
make a strong push to win over
the manv undecided voters. A
candidate needs a majc rity of 270

electoral votes from the 538
member electoral college in orde:
L0 be elected commar ler in chiel.

Al Gore maintains a comliort-

able lead in California, which

represents a whopping 54 elec-
toral votes, as well as in New York,
which has 33 electoral votes.

If Gore carries Florida, his
supporters predict that he will
have the election in his pocket, as
he is expected to claim more
electoral votes than his rival.

Bush. on the other hand. can
relv on his liefdom. Texas. and iLs
32 electoral votes, as well as the
stales around the Rocky Moun
tains and in the Deep Soulh,
in-:-ludinu("amrum
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Mexican plane crashes
into homes: 6 killed

MEXICO CITY, Oct 7: An
Aeromexico plane carrying 88
people skidded out of control as it
was landing in heavy rain in
northern Mexico, slamming into
cars and through houses and
killing at least six people in its

path, including three young
children, reports AP.
An alirline spokeswoman,

Alejandra Gonzalez, said the pllol
was braking but the DC-91 plane
did not stop on the wet runway In
the border town ol Reynosa. In an
earlier statement, Aeromexico
sald the crew recelved approval to
land from the control tower, but
"the climatic conditions pre-
vented the plane from braking.”

The passengers and crew, who
climbed out of the crumpled
plane that laid to rest in a ditch,
escaped with only scrapes and
bruises.

"The [mplf: were crying and
shaking,” said Paul Ponce, direc-
tor of emergency services for the
Red Cross in Reynosa. who was al
the scene.

At least 60 passengers and four
crew were lrealed for minor inju-
ries at hospitals in Reynosa, just
across the border from McAllen,
Texas, Red Cross ollicials said.
All of the 83 passengers and five
crew members aboard are Mexi-
can citizens.

Aeromexico Flight 250 was
landing In stormy weather shortly
at 4:55 pm (0355 BST) when it
smashed into at least two cars
and three homes just beyond the
runway, striking and killing a 39-
year-old woman and hu‘ three
children, ages 1. 3 and 5, in their
home, Rigoberto Cruz Garcla,
coordinator of {.‘lptl"diiﬂn*- for the
Red Cross, told AP
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