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8 Indians
arrested
at Akhaura

From Our Correspondent

BRAHMANBARIA, Oct 5: Eight
Indian citizens were arrested on
Wednesday night by police at
Akhaura.

Police arrested them when they
were moving suspiciously in the
bordering area of the district.

They were produced belore a
magistrate’s court here .today.
The magistrate sent them to jall
hajat here today.

ASP Circle (Nabinagar) said
they were arrested as they could
not show any valid document for
travelling to Bangladesh,

Minor girl
kidnapped

By Staff Correspondent

A three-year old girl was Kid-
napped from Bara Maghbazar
area in the city on Wednesday

Fariya, daughter of Abdul
Hannan was abducted at about
7-30 pm,

Father of the kidnap victim
filed a case with Ramna police
station accusing two people lor
their alleged Involvement in the
Kidnapping.

"All Akbar and All Hossaln
lured the girl away and (ook her to
some unknown place” Ramna
thana police sald quoting the FIR.

Police said the alleged kidnap-
pers are employees of a biscuit
factory owned by Abdul Hannan.
They claimed Tk 10 lakh as ran-
som from the businessman for

the child's release. .

Police could not trace the girl
till writing of this report last
night.
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Avast area in the country's southwestern region is under water. As captured in the camera of Hossain Seraj, like many, the disaster has forced this family in Amuria village of Sadar upazila in Magura to move
with whatever they could salvage, in search of high land (left) and some of the Bangladeshis stranded in India due to floods are seen braving their way into this side of the border as Bhomra land-port went

under water (right).
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mugged at
Gulshan

By Staff Correspondent

Muggers snatched away Tk 2
lakh from a businessman in {ront ‘
of Southeast Bank at Gulshan in |
the city yesterday morning.

Mahmudul Haq, a business-

dent of Lichubagan In Badda,
drew Tk 3 lakh from a branch of
Islami Bank at Gulshan. He was |
wavlald by four muggers near |
Southeast Bank at about 11:30 |

dalll

One of the muggers snatched |

way Tk 2 lakh, which was kept in

|
|
man in Gulshan area and resl- I
|

the right pocket of his trouser
and sped way from Lhe area.

A case was [lled with Gulshan |

police in this regard

O fishermen
buried

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5: The
bodies of the nine
found inside the cold storage of a
fishing trawler yesterday, were

buried in Sandwip today after |§

aulopsy.

None of the dead have yet been
identified. The autopsy con-
lirmed that the victims were
locked inside the cold-storage of
the trawler 'FV Shaflullah'. The
autopsy were done at Sandwip
MOrgue.

No mark of injury was found on | '3

the bodies. The bodies could not
De sent to the relatives of the
vicims as they had begun to
decompose, Sandwip TNO and
police sources sald.

Local people found the bodies
when the trawler beached at
Baoria canal of Sandwip after
being carried by tidal current.
The cold storapge door was stuck
under the pressure of huge logs of
wood from outside, confining the
fishermen Inside which led to
them being frozen to death.

However, police are yet to find
the owner of the vessel to know
the number of fishermen on
board, Such trawlers usually
carry 15-16 fishermen and some
of them may have jumped off into
the sea while trying to escape,
police suspect.

Police are continuing investi-
gation.

PM goes to

Benapole
today

Prime Minister Sheikh Hasina
will visit flood-hit Benapol land
port today, reports BSS,

This will be the fourth visit of
the Prime Minister to the western
flood affected districts In a week.

Hasina will fly to Benapole
from the capital to see the situa-
tjon there and distribute rellef
materials among the affected
people.

From Benapols, she will go to
Putkhall, one of the worst affected
areas of Jessore district, by river
and distribute rellief materials
among the flood vicdms.

Over 100 Bangladeshi women
trafficked to Pakistan a day!

There are about one million 'undocumented'
Bangladeshi women In Pakistan, a significant
number of whom are bellieved to have been traf-

ficked.

One hundred to 150 Bangladeshl women are
tralficked to Pakistan every day as 'human cargo’,
according to a report by the Lawyers for Human
Rights and Legal Ald (LHRLA) of Pakistan.

Contents of the report were received from LHRLA
President Zia Ahmed through e-malil,

Over 2,000 Bangladesh! women are languishing
in jalls ‘and government shelters in Pakistan,

according to the report.

higher rate -- 200 to 400 a month,

human rights organisations say.

The Manila based Coalition Against Trafflcking
in Women-- Asia Pacific puts the figure at a much

In a report it sald "most of the cage prostitutes”
in India come from Bangladesh but did not give any
figure on the traflicked women and children.

Trafficking of women and children In South
Aslan countries, particularly from Bangladesh and
Nepal, has increased alarmingly and the traffick-
ers have changed their strategy, women and

“What Is alarming is that a large number of
garment lactories are now acting as recruiting
stations for the traffickers”, Farida Akhtar, Execu-
tive Director of UBINIG told this correspondent.

Farida said, women were trafficked In groups
earlier and they had to be approached and moti-
vated by 'agents’. But a recent UBINIG study found
that women, mostly victims of violence, are them-

By Naimul Haq

sald.

activists,

repatriation.”

selves coming out of houses and falling prey to
traffickers or sexual abuse.

The organised traffickers are using a variety of
excuses such as labour migration, entertainment
and marriage, another human rights organisation

The Bangladesh National Women Lawyers Asso-
clation (BNWLA) in a study in 250 villages identi-
fled as 'recrulting, transit and collection' areas
found that over 7,000 women and children were
trafficked to India and Pakistan every year.

"The actual number will be much higher”, Exec-
utive Director of BNWLA advocate Salma All told
this correspondent.

Salma All, who has been working in the fleld for
long with a great deal of success, said, "The num-
ber of women and children rescued so far Is very
insignificant compared to those trafficked."

She said, "In 1999 we rescued only 116 children
along with some women from West Bengal where
we get very good co-operation from human rights

"It is very difficult to work In Pakistan where a
large number of Bangla speaking women are traf-
ficked every year. They are 'stateless’. During my
recent visit, I met the minister concerned and | was
assured of all co-operation. But despite the assur-
ance we are having difficulties In arranging their
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Khaleda urges
govt to resign
for failure to

rescue victims

BENAPOLE, Oct 5: Leader of
the opposition In parllament
Khaleda Zla today asked the
government lo resign forthwith
for fallure to rescue the flood
victims and reach them relief,
reports UNB.

"A government that cannot
save people from distress has no
right to stay In power,” she said
while conducting relief mission.

Khaleda alleged India In a
planned way deluged different
thanas and districts of Bangla-
desh by opening floodgates of
dams on different rivers. "The
Awami League government knew
this belorehand," she said.

The BNP chalrperson was
addressing a number of public
gatherings after visiting flood
victims and distributing relief
goods In the flood-alfected areas
of Satkhira and Jhikorgachha.

Thousands of flood victims
rush to the opposition leader and
narrated their plight., They
demanded food and medicine and
complaint that adequate rellef
and drugs were nol reached to
lakhs of marooned people.

Khaleda assured that BNP
stood beside and would remain
with the flood-stricken people In

See page 11 col 6

PM tells affected people

None will starve to

death due to flood

KOLAROA, Satkhira, Oct 5:
Prime Minister Shelkh Hasina
today said her government will
not let anyone to starve to death
as she announced plans for rapid
rescue, rellef and rehabillitation of
the flood victims, reports UNB.,

"We have engaged all forces
providing all necessities to save
people of the flood-hit areas of
Lhis region,” she sald addressing
a gathering of flood victims at
Kolarowa High School ground in
the afternoon.

The government Is trying to
solve the problems using local
resources, It will not seek inter-
national help as long as it can
tackle the situation with its own
resources, she said.

The Prime Minister went round
different flood centres talking to
the homeless people, hugged
distressed women and children
out of deep affection and consoled
them saying: "I am with you and |
will remain with you",

Earlier she visited flood shel-
ters at GKMK Pilot High School,
Sheikh Amanullah College and
Damdam.

Hasina distributed relief mate-
rials, Including rice, saris and
lungls and assured the flood

victims all help during their stay
in the camps and after return
home.

“We'll give you food relief
against VGF cards untll next
crops are harvested and rebutld
your homes and give fresh agri-
culture loans 1o recoup your
losses,” the PM told them.

The members of army, BDR,
navy, alrforce, police and admin-
Istration are working day and
night to save the people. The
workers of the ruling party are
also working with them, she said.

Refuting allegation of opposi-
tion leader about the Indo-Bangla
water treaty the Prime Minister
sald India also faced severe floods
this year, For the Ganges water
sharing treaty desertification
process In North Bengal has
stopped, she added.

She also called upon the afflu-
ent class to come forward in aid of
the flood victims with food and
clothes.

The teachers and students of
Tala Mohila College handed over
a cheque for Tk 10,000 to the
Prime Minister for flood victims.
Prime Minister said this cash
assistance will be spent for buy-
ing baby foods.
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BTTB diggi a by-lan

e in Loharpool area of Sutrapur in the city.

DCC lingers repair of
roads dug by BTTB

By Staff Correspondent

To the sufferings of thousands
of city dwellers, Dhaka City Cor-

ration (DCC) is 'deliberately
Ingering repair of nearly 2,300
km of roads, lanes and by-lanes
duﬁ by Bangladesh Telegraph
and Telephone Board (BTTB).

BTTB dug the roads recently to
Install about 1.68 lakh telephone
cables under two of its projects,
sources concerned sald.

BTTB officlals sald they paid
the entire repair cost to DCC prior
to digging the roads and lanes,

Under Municipality Law, any
agency willing to dig any city
roads has to obtain permission
from DCC and pay 875 per
square metre, including VAT.

DCC's Engineering Sectlon has
to repair the road as soon as the
work Is complete.
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the roads, sources sald the bulk
of the amount received from
BTTB was spent for payment of
salaries to some DCC staff.

A DCC engineer sald repalr
work can not be started as BTTB
Is yet to complete cable testing at
different points. "After Installing
the cables, BTTB has to test those
and give us green signal to do the
repalr work. In most cases, we are
walting to hear from them," sald
the DCC engineer.

But a BTTB official said, " We
have completed most of the

hases of our work In the city and
ave notified DCC's department
concerned," sald.

City areas having narrow lanes
and by-lanes are the worst hit by
such massive digging. In many
areas, digging Is regularly caus-
ing enormous sufferings to school
children and other road users.
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Airbus case

Court. From page 1

Khaleda along with nine others
allegedly misappropriated Tk 175
by abusing power during her
tenure.

Harun-or-Rashid, Inspector of
the Bureau of Ant-Corruption
filed a case with Motijheel thana
on August 30, 1998 accusing 10
people Including Khaleda Zia.

The Investigation Officer of the
case submitted a charge sheet
against 10 people Including
Khaleda Zia before the CMM's
court, Dhaka on September 5,

Green channel

From page |

In his Inaugural speech the
NBR chairman said, "It Is a part of
reform measures taken to ease
the regulatory system”, In future
we will go for generating more
facilities by expanding and sim-
plifying the reforrn measures like
green channel”, he added. The
policy in detall about green chan-
nel operation would be
announced soon.

Presided over by BGMEA presi-
dent Anisur Rahman Sinha, the
function was also addressed by
Commerce Secretary Golam
Rahman, Shipping Secretary
Suhel Ahmed, NBR member Abul
Kasem and vice president of
BGMEA, Chittagong unit,
Khalillur Rahman.

2 CU students
Injured as
terrorists

attack them

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5: Two
students of Chittagong University
were fatally injured when a group
of terrorists attacked them with
sharp weapons near the Univer-
sity Rall Station today, reports
BSS.

According to police and univer-
sity sources, a group of terrorists
intercepted Nur Alam Sidiqui and
Shakil Mahmud on their way to
university campus. At a stage of

.lhe altercation with them the
terrorists attacked them with
sharp weapons.

The students recelved Injuries
on their head and hacks. They
were rushed to university medical
centre and later referred to
Chittagong Medical College Hos-
pital.

Hospltal sources sald the
condition of Nur Alam Siddiqul
2nd vear student of Chemistry
Department was critical.

The other iInjured Shakll
Mahmud is a third year student of
Public Administration Depart-
ment.

The incident was a sequel to
previous quarrel, students of
Shahajalal Hall said.

A case was flled with Hathazari
thana in this connection.

Previous director still in office

Appointment of new
DMCH director
triggers controversy

Star report

Appointment of a new director
at the Dhaka Medical College
Hospital (DMCH) has triggered in
a widespread controversy as the
present director is still in office.

A health ministry notification
Issued by senior assistant secre-

s tary Md Asadul Islam on October

2 sald that Dr Syed Babar
Hossain, Deputy Director of the
Hospital who retires on November
15, has been given current charge
of director of the hospital.

The letter was issued without
the knowledge of officials con-
cerned. Even coples of the notice
were nolt given to any official of
the health ministry, sources said.

Brigadier Badrul Munir, who Is
serving as director of the DMCH
on deputation from the Army, has
neither retired nor has been
withdrawn to the Army.

“I have no knowledge about the
matter. I am serving as director of
the hospital as usual,” Brigadier
Munir sald when contacted yes-
terday.

Energy sector cooperation

US wants involvement of
all political parties

US government official Calvin
Humphrey yesterday sald his
country wants to institutionalise
energy sector cooperation with
Bangladesh involving all political

arties in the process, reports
NB.

"We want to Institutionalise
our cooperation In this seclor so
that it continues whoever wins
the next election In the United
otates in November and In Ban-
fladesh,” he told newsmen before

Is departure ending a five-day
visit to Bangladesh during which
he pursued US oll companles’
option for gas export.

Humphrey, principal assistant
secre for International affairs
of the US Department of Energy,
sald the primary goal of the US Is
to develop energy Infrastructure
in Bangladesh to help the people

earn hard currency.

"Our primary concern Is bilat-
eral relationship, not export of
gas, Were not demanding or
insisting that Bangladesh export
its natural gas. Whoever s In
charge of the government has to
take the decision considering
welfare of the people,” he said.

He sald even {f the government
decides now, the export iIs flve
years away. It will take at least
flve years to make the infrastruc-
ture for gas export and compa-
nies from the US or other coun-
tries may be Iinvolved In it.

Prospective countries to
import gas are Indla, Pakistan or
China. |

"‘Companies are Investing in
LNG. India needs that LNG ... If
you walt five years to decide, the
export will be In 2010. That will

be too much delay.”

Humphrey also spoke of pro-
viding power to the lpw:up-]t- asonly
15 per cent Bangladeshis have
access to electricity, and the use
of gas In fertilizer or petrocheml-
cal plants.

e sald Washington Is explor-
ing a programme called Clean
Cities Initiative to help Dhaka get
rid of air pollution as the situa-
tion here is even worse than New
Delhi and Mexico citd,

The CNG can be used In the
city's automoblles, he sald, add-
ing that It will also reduce the
import bill,

Domestic need is a priority to
any government. Meet your
domestic demand and then look
into the future. But we think
export of gas is the best decision
Lo make."

Meanwhile, Dr Babar Hossain
submitted his joining letter as
director of DMCH to Health Sec-
retary Alamgir Faruk Choudhury
on October 2.

Al the same time, Dr Babar put
advertisement in several national
dailies claiming that he has been
appointed director of DMCH,

replacing Brigadier Badrul
Munir.
When contacted, Dr Babar

claimed that he has been pro-
moted to the post of director of the
hospital and no longer holds the
post of deputy director. He said,
"Brigadier Badrul Munir has not
vel handed over charge although
he knows | am the director now
and he hasto go."

Asked about alleged corrupt
practices, Babar sald. "I have a
monthly earning of about one
lakh taka, maintain two houses
and own other property worth
crores of taka. Why should 1 be
engaged in thell of goods from the
hospital. 1 don't own any clinic
opposite the hospital's emergency
wing."

See page 11 col

India waives
restrictions on
Bangladeshis
due to flood

Indla will walve restrictions on
the return of several thousand
Bangladesh nationals stranded
in Indian cities following devas-
lating floods In West
sources In the Ministry of Fo
Afflalga (MOFA) said, reports i

ndia’'s Deputy High Commis-
sloner Pinak R émkgrhabony was
called to MOFA on Wednesday
and Informed of the hardship

faced by adesh nationals,
who got s ed there after their
visit to that country recently.

India sald yesterday it agreed
tlo walve the restriction on the
limitation of visa duration for the
return of Bangladesh nationals to
their homeland and also the
restriction of using the particular
route for the return. Normal
practice is that any Bangladesh
national going to India must
retum within the limit of visa

See page 11 col 8

Indian flood victims
in Meherpur,
Chuadanga
asked to go home

MEHERPUR, Oct 5: The Indlarr
national, who have taken shelter
in flood centres of Meherpur and
Chuadanga districts after being
displaced by flood have been
asked (o prepare to go back home,
reports UNB.

The Instruction was given
when Assistant High Commis-
sloner Muralli Dharan and Visa
Officer Amit Mukherjee of Indian
High Commission In Dhaka
visited Ballavpur and
Bhaberpara in Meherpur, and
Natudah and Shibnager In
Chuadanga on Wednesday.

The Indian flood victims told
the diplomats that they have
received all Kinds of cooperation
from local administration, politi-
cal parties and villagers. They
expressed their gratitude to all of
them for the help and assistance
during therl stay in Bangladesh.

Meanwhile, an Indlan woman,
who has taken shelter in a flood
centre here, gave birth to a
boy at Ballavpur Mission Hospltal
in M:f ibnagar in Wednesday:.

Halima Begum, wife of Minarul
Pal of Maliapota in Tehatta thana
in West Bengal and her newborn
were in good health.

Community pry
teachers end

hunger strike
By Staff Correspondent

Teachers of Community Pri-
mary Schools, at Central
Shaheed Minar ended their hun-
ger strike yesterday afler BNP
Secretary General Abdul Mannan
Bhulyan assured them of meeting
their demands if the party is voted
to power.

Representatives of some 3,500
Community Primary Schools
went on hunger strike Sunday
mormning to press for inclusion of
their job In the National Pay
Scale. Simultaneously, they
started work stoppage in schools
for an indefinite period.

The BNP leader went to the
Shaheed Minar in the morning,
expressed solidarity with the
striking teachers, and assured
them of his party’s all-out sup-
port.
BNP leaders Nolm Jahangir,
Abul Khair Bhuivan, Habibul
Islam Chowdhury Boby and
Shahan Shah Shaheen were also
present.

Sun Rises | Sun Sets
Oct 5 9.41 pm
Oct 6 5-52 am
October 6
Azan | Jamaat
Fajr 4-45 5-15
Juma 12-15 1-15
Asr 3-15 4-30
Maghrib 550 | 655 |
Esha 7-45 | 815 |
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