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Right to Respect

and Gratitude

By Ekram Kabir
SOUTH ASIA
Posc g¥= can boast of
Fard o having the
|_ /. .._(_\;' hlg,hefst num-
e ——rl : ber of women
'---\_}L" XE‘S* holding the
A - /,rl"" highest politi-
W cal positions
\ J | in the political
P arena. From
& now on, there
will be women
soldiers in
‘Bangladesh. There are women

performing great jobs all over the
region. These are certainly is
happy news for women in the
region. Unlortunately, there's

.another side of this mirror. The
recenuy reieasea Stausucs In

. UNFPA's State of the World Popu-
lation report is a testimony to

i that. It said in the report that
their male partners physically
assault 47 per cent ol women in
Bangladesh. UNFPA put Bangla
desh in the second position
among a dozen women-bashing
countries. India follows Bangla-
desh with 45 per cent.

e Again, according to a recent
Amnesty International report,
governments, notably in India,
Pakistan and Bangladesh, show a

' bias against women by failing to
investigate serious human rights
abuses. The Al report catalogues

' a series of abuses suffered by
women in the region. In PakKistan
abuse against women is part of a
wider picture of arbitrary arrests,
torture and execution without
legal process. The report accuses
the government, the police and
the judiciary of persistent bias.
. Hundreds of women and girls
ihave been killed for allegedly
' dishonouring male relatives -- by
having sexual relations outside
ymarriage, choosing a marriage
' partner against parental wishes,
or seeking a divorce. Often a mere
' allegation -- without proof -- leads
to a killing.

Similarly, in Bangladesh, the
report says the government has
failed to protect women from acid

rattacks and dowry-related mur-
 ders, or to investigate rape in
custody bv police. Attacks on

' socially and economically weaker
| sections of society in India were

| commonplace and often with the

' apparent connivance ol the police
. and local authorities. The report,
| however, does sound a positive

| note in Sri Lanka where the gov-

'ernment has taken steps to

' address past human rights viola
tions by the security forces. They
include the exhumation of the
remains of 15 people reported to
have disappeared [our years ago.

A survey in northern India has

. found thalt nearly half of hus-
bands interviewed abused their
wives either physically or sexu-
ally. The report, published in the
Journal of the American Medical
Associalion, is one of the most
comprehensive studies of its kind

_ carried out in India. Violence
against women Is Increasingly
being recognised as a global
healthcare problem. Studies from
a variety of countries around the
world suggest that between 17

r cent and 60 per cent of women
ace some form of abuse from

1; their husbands. The data in this

o study, one of the biggest of its

.- kind, comes from more than
6.000 men who were interviewed

,, privately in their homes over a

riod of two years In the Indian

. State of Uttar Pradesh. In total,

46 per cent of the men Inter-
“viewed said they either beat their
wives or abused them sexually.

. These manifest a sort of

, depravity, unless checked right

. now, sends an awry signal to tear
apart the entire soclal fabric in

F t}II)e region. But again: why is the

7 society so repulsive? Why such
“eriminal and savage Instincts are
on an alarming rise? If uniy psy-
chological component is affecting
“our conscience, then It merits

T more attention in analysing the
I yssue to identify the cause.

" In trying to make the soclety

Y safe for women efforts by human
" rights organisations and women

" % activists however stlll remain

"elusive for the women to rel

" upon. On the other hand,

' national leaders are locked in a

“war of words In tEarllalrm':nlﬂ.
undermining each other, Ignoring

" the escalating crime scenario in

’I;the country that affects half the

decades.

opulation. It's time we (00K
Ilmwst initiatives to creale a
women-friendly society in which
every female irrespective ol age
feels secure, and take more stri
dent measures to shower human
values on those who are already
looking at the women in a "de-
humanised” manner.

Again, it would an injustice to
say that governments in South
Asia haven't done anything about
protecting womern I[rom repres-
sion. In their eflorts to improve
women's position and to enhance
women's role in the process ol
development, they have Lried to
break down of norms segregating
men and women over the past two
Policy decisions were
taken by governments to inte
grate women into the process ol
economic development; efforts
were made to increase utilisation
of rural hospital services and
improve maternal and neonatal
healthcare, including training
activities, and development of a
human resource plan under
several projects; there has been
budgetary increases to the educa-
tion sector, particularly primary
education; and there has also
been significant progress iIn
recent years in school
enrolments, especially that of
girls, at both primary and second-
ary levels, due to the implementa-
tion of compulw?' primary edu-
cation stipends lor female sec-
ondary school students.E

There is more. Human rights
activists in Pakistan have wel-
comed the creation of a national
commission to protect womens
richts and help raise their status.
At the commission's inaugura-
tion recently, the Minister for

Women's Development, Attiya
Inayatullah, said the commis-
sion would look at violence

against women as one of its first
tasks. Pakistan's military leader,
General Pervez Musharraf, has
been praised for fulfilling his
promise to set up the commis-
sion. He has also announced that
a third of the seats in the upcom-
ing local elections will be reserved
for women.

A report from India's Law
Commission has called for sweep-
ing changes (o the country’'s raf}e
laws after an increase in the
incidence of sexual violence. The
repori, which focuses on abuse
within families, calls [or rape and
sexual assaull cases to be tried
in special courts. Statistics on
rape and child sexual abuse in

India are just beginning to
emerge, and they paint a grim
picture. The Indian Ministry of

Women and Child Development
says that on average one woman
is raped every hour in the coun-
Lnr

The call by the Law Commis-
sion for sweeping changes in
laws against family violence is
part of growing pressure for
change in an alarming situation.
Women's groups say deeply con-
servative attitudes about sexand
privacy within families have all
contributed to making India's
rape laws brutally ineflective.

But can law alone proiect
women from being mistreated?
Possibly not. Because the root
cause of all violence against
women Is poverty. Why? Because
poverty is conducive to aggres-
siveness and is In itself an abso-
lute form of violence. Women
living In poverty are often the
victims of an accumulation of
violence. But this does not pre-
vent them from tapping Into a
fund of eourage, endurance and
wisdom within themselves which
enables them to surmount these
problems and progress, protecl-
ing their families all the time.

Governments in South Asia
must help their women, not only
by promoting awareness of the
violence they endure, but also by
publicising the many Initiatives
women have taken and seeking to
strengthen thelir peace-bullding
potential. With their responsibil-
ity for the well-being of thelr
families and for transmitting the
heritage and their clear-headed
approach to modern values,
women are in the forefront of the
struggle against barbarism and
dereliction and have a right to
make their voices heard.

They have a right to the respect
and gratitude of every one of us.

(|
|

Sri Lanka

Polis: A Challe

By Mansoor Mamoon

AS the date
for holding
parliamen-
tary polls in
the ethnle
strife-torn
island repub-
lic of Srli
Lanka sched-
uled for Octo-
ber 10 nears,
violence is reaching its peak. An
independent European observers
feam Is now in Sri Lanka to monl-
tor the hustings said the poll Is
going to be the most violent in the
history of the country. So lar over

A ¢t i
i
{

| 500 incidences of violence have

been reported In which over a
dozen people including two can-
didates were Kkilled. The latest
killings were due to a suicide
bomb attack on Monday in which
Muslim Congress candidate
Mohammed Baitullah along with
scores of others were Killed and
many more injured.

Earlier in a helicopter crash
another Muslim leader from the
north - Ports Minister Moham-
med Ashral with his companlons
on board the chopper tragically
perished. His death was a blow to
the ruling People's Alliance (PA).
Because late Ashraf used to slice
a chunk of Muslim Tamil votes.
Meanwhile, the Liberation of
Tamil Tigers Elam (LTTE) guerril-
las have mounted their attack
against the government troops in
the northern Jaffna Peninsula,
inflicting heavy casualties on
them. To scare away the civilian
population from the area LTTE
insurgents are targeting them
and pounding residential areas
incessantly. According to reports,
a large number ol people are
fleeing from the area as intense
battle rages in the vicinity of

Jaffna. The area is, however, out
ol bounds for polls. That means

' election Is not being held in the
 area.

' since
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October 10 election is the 11th
independence f[rom the

e —
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nge for Democracy

British domination 52 years ago.
More than 12 million Sri Lankans
will vote for 225-member parlia-
ment. The two main parties In the
fray are the People's Alllance (PA),
some sort of a coalition, of Presl-
dent Chandrika Kumaratunga
and the opposition Unlited
National Party (UNP) led by Ranil
Wikremsinghe. According to
observers, both the parties are
runnm{; neck and neck. But PA
has a slight edge over UNP. In the
last parllament, PA and its
smaller allles bagged 135 seals.

Recent price spiral of essen-
tials like fuel, cooklng ﬁalas and
electricity has affecte e gen-
eral public, particularly the fixed-
income group. Losses among
government troops and gains by
LTTE have also made the largely
Sinhalese voters angered against
the ruling party. The situation
has been further exacerbated by
the sudden unannounced depar-
ture of President Kumaratunga
for unknown destinations, Later
on, it was revealed that she had
gone to London for the treatment
of her eye, damaged during last
year's presidential election by
LTTE suicide bomber. The oppo-
sition made this hush-hush
London visit of the president an
Issue and demanded her immedi-
ate return. The UNP claimed that
the President prelerred to stay
abroad during polling out of her
personnel security concern. A
Presidential spokesman, how-*
ever, denied the opposition
charges and assured that the
president would return belore the
polls.

President Kumaratunga tried
to curry the favour of majority
support through army offensive
against LTTE. But it did not work.
Sri Lanka has adopted presiden-
tial type of government as in
France. A UNP victory could
create complications because it
would then have to work with the
country’'s real executive head now
President Kumaratunga who

belongs to PA - the opposing
party. The UNP said it would clip
the powers of the executlve presi-
dent but PA forcefully saild this
would not be possible and the
president would remain the all-
powerful executive head of the
government as provided by the
country's constitution. Amend-
ment to the constitution would
require two-thirds majoritly
which neither of the two big par-
ties are likely to get.

Kumaratunga's mother -
world's first woman Prime Minis-
ter Srimavo Bandernailke - has
resigned due to old age, She Is 85
and almost Incapacitated.
Kumaratunga has picked up a
new prime minister Lo give a new
revamp look to the party.

The 17-year ethnic Insurgency
in the northeastern region of the
country Is the dominant issue In
the election. The Insurgency has
so far cost 60,000 lives and
drained the country's huge
resources on arms expenditure,
In the last parllament,
Kumaratunga made desperate
altempl 1o pass a new autonomy
proposal for the Tamils, who
comprise only 17 per cent of the
population. But due to lack of
required majority the autonomy
proposal fell flat Buddhists and
other Sinhalese, particularly the
vociferous print media vehe-
mently opposed the move. They
apprehended that this might in
the long run cause the division of
the country and establish a sepa-
rate independent Hindu state.
The autonomy proposal was also
not acceptable to the Tamils
whose leader V. Prabhakaran Is
for total independence of the
Tamil majority area.
Kumaratunga's tragedy Is that
she could neither satisfy the
Sinhalese, nor the Tamils.
Kumaratunga said she would
once again push her autonomy
proposal if she gets the required
majority in the upcoming elec-
tion. But sensing the opposition

of the Buddhist clerics she has
somewhal softened her stand and
stepped up military operation
against the Tamlil insurgents.

In the '60s and '70s, Sri Lanka
was fast coming up as an emerg-
Ing South Asjan tiger. But the civil
war that started in the '80s halted
to some extent its march towards
economic progress. Flow of tour-
ists and forelgn investment
slowed down. The Tamil Insur-
gency was fuelled with Indian
help. Subsequently, however, it
turned Into a veritable Franken-
stein and Indian troops sent to
the island for bringing peace had
to be pulled back. In its wake,
former Prime Minister Rajiv
Gandhl was assassinated
LTTE sulcide bombers. When this
year the battle for Jaffna reached
a cruclal stage India was prudent
enough to keep its hand off. But
both Pakistan and Israel are
reported to be providing assis-
tance. LTTE Is sald to be the best-
equipped guerrilla group in the
world. Norway tried to mediate in
the strife between the govern-
ment and the LTTE. But it also
could not make much headway.

The October 10 election Is nol
likely to bring about any dramatic
change in the Sri Lankan sce-
nario. The festering problem will
linger whatever may be the out-
come of the election, observers
maintain. But what worries all Is
that increasing and unending
violence might break and destroy
the fabric of democracy in Sri
Lanka which had a special place
as one of the oldest democracies
in the developing world. There is
also the danger of the spill over of
the civil strife in the Indian Ocean
with the involvement of regional
power like India and US - the
monolithic superpower. The signs
are already ominous. The f[allout
of the Sri Lankan sltuation is
bound to be felt In other parts of
South Aslan region.
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State of the State

By C.K. Lal
- THE three
P branches of
g J,‘}.: e government
L/ Gyl . Aare ganging
v Al SR up  against
't \;a = ‘,-L'L{ the fourth
| \ 4 ' estate. We
l a f . may not be
| \/n shooting the
| R messenger
Voe L Rt
MESSENQers

are getting enough hints from the
executive, legislative and judicial
branches to lay off. Even for
journalists, it seems, no news is
bad news. Consider the recent
spate of bad omens for the press:

The Public accounts Commit-
tee of parliament summons the
station manager of Radio
Sagarmatha and wants a news
source revealed.

Communications Minister Jali
Prakash Prasad Gupta fumes
about 'anti-democratic reporting
and wants the press to behave
itself.

Our learned judges guard
their privileges with the threat of
Contempt of Court against any
hack caught sniffing around It
appears that the three wings of
the state are ganging up against
the fourth estate. The media
should just be a mouthpiece,
amplifying their proclamations,
toeing the line, buttering the
boss, being the propaganda
organ. Old habits die hard.

The tradition of a drummer
going around the village
announcing the wishes of its chief
continues to this day even if the
message is coming in through the
cable or dish antennae. In hierar-
chical societies, the mediabe they
the old bhat and katuwal or the
maoadern sreporvter or

commentatoris expected to sing
hosannas in praise of the power-
ful. But in a democracy, the
media becomes an essential
mechanism for check and bal-
ance. It has to be allowed the
freedom to be Iirresponsible.
Democratically-elected” govern-
ments may not like what the
media says about them, but they
must protect their right to say it.
That is why thin-skinned politi-
cos, or those who have a lot to
hide, don't last long.

Unlike the fourth estate, the
three branches of government
(parliament, executive and the
courts) are funded by the taxpay-
ers' money. They are accountable
to the people. And since the press
represents the public on a day-to-
day basis, the government should
ideally be transparent towards it.
The rulers are elected by the
people to run the country for a
limited period, and as the people
need to know how they are per-
forming, the rulers need to com-
municate with those who chose
them through this conduit. The
independent press does not run
on government grants, which is
actually public money. It should
run on its own resources, and is
accountable to no one except its
readers, listeners or viewers. If
the media's foot soldiers break
laws while pursuing that objec-
tive, then prosecute them by all
means. But any call by govern-
ment officials for the media to
pursue some “higher mission”
rings hollow. Even the gutter-
press and sewer- channels will
rot if they don't have a reader-
ship.

The press does not need the
communication minister fuming
about what a newspaper should

or shouldn't publish. He is free to
choose what he likes to read, or
what he wants to write. In the
same way, he should not be
offended if other writers and
readers exercise a similar free-
dom. The press is not account-
able to him, it isanswerable to the
public directly. And it does so at
regular intervals, at least more
regularly than he answers his
own constituency. The press is on
trial every time it publishes,
broadcasts or telecasts some-
thing, it does not have to wait for
an election to face its electorate.

Even in more mature democra-
cies, politicians regularly accuse
the media of being irresponsible.
Our politicians are no different.
They are just more insecure. The
media must protect its independ-
ence. That is its most precious
possession. It must assert its
right to seek the truth, even if it is
subversive. Truth is invariably
subversive. It is only those who
want to hide in dark corners and
do things secretively who benefit
from a controlled press.

In the 1980s, the London
Times columnist Bernard Levin
challenged a government call for
the press to be responsible. He
wrote: “The press has no duty to
be responsible at all, and it will be
an ill day for freedom if it should
ever acquire one...we are and
must remain vagabonds and
outlaws, for only by so remain-ing
shall we be able to keep the faith
by which we live, which is the
pursuit of knowledge that others
would like unpursued, and mak-
ing of comment that others would
prefer unmade.”

If the Public Accounts Com-
mittee wants Prateek Bhandari of
Radio Sagarmatha to reveal his

sources, why don't they first
make a law to that effect? The
Honourable Jai Prakash, who
happens (o be an ex-journalist
himself, would do well to reflect
over whether or not he was once
responsible. The very idea of
responsibility reeks of authori-
tarianism when it is imposed
from outside. Responsibility is
something that comes from
within, and members of the press
are no less responsible just
because they do not agree with
one interpretation of "national
interest”. ,

There is some truth in the
allegation that a section of the
Nepali press (of the extremist
fringe in particular, and other
Trojan Horses in general) is not
adhering to its own code of con-
duct. But that is too specious a
ground to pour scorn over the
entire media, as Honourable Jai
Prakash has been doing lately at
every opportunity. Honourable
Minister, are there no black sheep
in politics, and do all sections of
the government honour their
commitments to the constitu-
tion? Or is the press, particularly
the mainstream media, compara-
tively a better performer? You
decide, I have my own biases.

The press has become a
favourite whipping boy of all
sections of power. The Nepali
press must take that as a compli-
ment. It means at least some of us
in the profession are doing some-
thing right. Watchdogs arent
supposed to be cule and cuddly,
they are sup-posed to be cute and
cuddly, they are supposed (o
snarl.

Courtesy: Nepali Times

West Bengal

A Deluge o

By Soutik Biswas

Gokul Bafragi and his fellow

villagers had been marooned
without food or water on a mound
of dry land at Khanakul, less than
100 km from Calcutta. Then
Bairagi heard a chopper over
thelr mound, He started running,
for food had finally arrived. But
Bairagi died on dry land: he was
crushed by jaggery sacks air-
dropped by the chopper. "Death
stares at you from every direc-
tlon,” says Tapan Chanda, a
Khanakul villager. “You might get
drowned, electrocuted or get
flaltened by relief."

The millennium edition of
Bengal floods has really been that
bad. Consider this. Ten days of
deluge have left over 600 dead
and another 200 missing In nine
affected districts, according to an
estimate by the state govern-
ment. The unofficial death toll is
around 1,500. Some 15 million
pcilple living in 37 municipalities
and 144 village blocks have been
affected.  Property, Including
20,000 homes and 14 bridges
and culverts, worth over Rs 3,000
crore have been simply washed
away by the raging rivers. "It's
really a national disaster," said
West Bengal f[inance minister

IT had been three days since

Asim Dasgupta.

Clearly, it was the worst floods
in Bengal in two decades. Six of
the nine affected districts went
incommunicado as phone links
collapsed. Railway tracks were
washed away, some 200 packed
cross-country buses were
stranded for almost a week on
highways and six million people
were left with no access to sale
drinking water. And if the fury of
the swollen rivers breaching frail
embankments after heavy rain-
fall was not enough, flood water
discharged from barrages pro-
longed the agony of the people.

Floods are a way of life in the
low-lying delta plains of Bengal.
But this time the waters didn't
even spare Calcutta, The swollen
Hooghly flowed into the city
through creaky lockgates, that
are supposed Lo prevent the river
waler from rushing in during
high tide. Water entered Union
rallway minister Mamata
Banerjee's home in the temple
nelighbourhood of Kalighat. Over
20,000 people living in shanty-
lowns were evacualed. "It was
straight out a disaster fllm," says
Sumitava Duftta, a Kalighat resi-
dent,

The scale of evacuation was

f Misery

enormous: some 32 army boats,
40 speed boats, 17 launches and
3,000 country boats moved over 3
million people to 4,000 relief
camps. But this wasn't enough:
homes were ransacked and shops
looted by desperate villagers
looking for shelter and food. Food
riots also broke oul.

The famously sloth Marxist
government reacted slowly - and
then blamed others for the calam-
ity. Even though Bengal suffers
from floods regularly, the govern-
ment refuses to have a disaster
management policy. The upshot:
no permanent calamity shelters.
Calcutta was flooded because the
silted canals had not been
dredged for years thanks to Marx-
Ist unions that are loath to
remove the thousands of
encroachers who live on the
banks.

The decaying lockgates had
not been repaired for the past two
years. In the township of Kalyanl,
which the government (ries (o
hardsell to Investors, not even a
single boat was available for
evacuation even as water levels
rose to 10 feet,

The discredited government,
now solely obsessed with political
survival, characteristically

blamed the met office for inade-
quate warning. Then it asked for
a Rs 962-crore bailout from the
Centre. This when, according to
reports, it has consistently failed
to utilise flood control funds:
against an outlay of Rs 280 crore,
the state could only spend Rs 175
for flood control measures in the
Eighth Plan period.

This also turned out to be
Bengal's most politicised floods.
Mamata floated a bizarre conspir-
acy theory about the floods being
“artificial and man-made”, allud-
ing to the hand of the Marxist
government in the disaster. "Is
there an entente between the Left
Front and nature?” hisses cpi(m)
politburo member Biman Basu.
Even as this unseemly game of
trashy political populism was
played out, Congress president
Sonia Gandhi took a listless
chopper ride over alfected dis-
tricts with her jaded lleutenants.

As the week ended and most of
the swollen rivers began reced-
ing, the survivors began picking
up the pieces of their lives. This
will be their darkest festive sea-
son ina long time.

Courtesy: Outlook magazine of
India.
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Yes Minister to in Hindi
THE famed BBC Television salire, Yes Minister and its
Prime Minister are reshot in Hindi with Indian :
new series to be IinJanuary next. Monisha ¢
Asla territory er for BBC Worldwide, which is
series for Rupert Murdoch's STAR plus Aslan channel, sal
| British comedy about ng bureaucrats and dithering
cians, had secured a cult following in the
after it was telecast on Doordarshan.
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Book on Narayanan Released

A book on the President, K. R. Narayanan, and other internationally |
renowned Malayalees was released by the Indian Ambassador (o the
United Arab Emirates (UAE), K. C. Singh, at a function. The book, |
written by Nissar Syed, news editor dio Asia, talks about the
yesteryears of the Indian President, the Kerala Chief Minister, E. K.
Nayanar, noted personality, Adoor Gopalakrishnan, and seven other
famous Malayalees. :

It is titled Prasastharude Innale (Well-Known Men - Unknown Begin-

nings).

| Homage to Gandhi :
S _ ~ India fondly remembered the Father of the |
| ., | Nationon his 131st birth with lead-
e A ers saying that the Gandhian philosophy was |

relevant even after more than 50 years of Inde- |
. The President, K. R. Narayanan, the |
Vice-President, Krishan Kant, the Prime Minis- |
e Ler, Atal Behari Vajpayee, and other leaders
[T ﬂnraltributmtolfim tma‘all'nsemmdglaﬁ
Rajghat. Va|payee stood in silence with folded

hands for some time as the representatives of different religions
offered prayers. ,

The Buzz. ..

Pervez Musharraf, Chief Executive of Pakistar: “The present govern-
ment believes in free and healthy criticlsm in national press, because|
the healthy and positive criticism In the press will provide a wide
support in resolving different national and international issues as (o
mitigate the people's problems.”

Nawaz Sharif, deposed Prime Minister of Pakistan: "After every dark
night there is a dawn of brighter morning and soon the country would
be rid of oppressors.”.

Anuruddha Ratwatte, Deputy Defence Minister of Sri Lanka:, “The
LTTE will do everything it can to disrupt the elections. We are in a
continuous process of retrieving land we lost to the LTTE, start

with the peninsula... The main issue of this election Is peace, and
that Is what we are promising.” |

Kingsley T. Wickremaratne, International and Internal Conuner
and Food Minister of Sri Lanka: "It is Kumaratunga's inspiration to
convert Colombo into the leading financial capital of South Asia. By
2003, 50 per cent of the homes in Sri Lanka that have electricity
would be equipped with a low-cost, home-based Personal Computer
complete with Internet access and an e-mail address.” |

Ram Naik, /ndian Minister for Petroleumn and Natural Gas: "l am confi-
dent that the Prime Minister will be able to resolve the problem (of the
Ministers’ resignations)... The Centre has a still higher capacity and
hence we have reduced the import and excise duties on the crude oil
and petroleum products.”
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School collapses

LICE in the Indian state of Uttar Pradesh say that at least four
girl students died when a school building collapsed in the east-
ern district of Azamgarh. More than twenty other students were
injured. Police said that at the time of the accident the students

were standing on a veranda. It's not clear what caused the col-
lapse. ' |
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Gangster ‘could go free’
USPECTED underworld don Chhota Rajan - injured a shoot-out
last month in Bangkok - could end up a free man because the

Indian Government's failed so far to seek his formal extradition

from Thailand. India does not have an extradition treaty with
Thailand.

India and Russia boost ties

NDIA and Russia have signed a strategic partnership agreement

which both sides hope will revive a relationship that has faded
since the end of the Cold War. The deal was signed in Delhi by Presi-
dent Vladimir Putin and Prime Minister Atal Behari Vajpayee. It
covers a whole range of bilateral concerns from defence and peace-
ful nuclear co-operation to trade and science and technology.

Military starts BD relief

ILITARY helicopters have started relief and rescue operations

Bangladesh for the victims of the country’s floods. A mili- |
tary spokesman was quoted by the French news agency as saying
that two helicopters had left the capital, Dhaka, for the Jessore

region to operate in the worst-hit areas.

Lankan bomb warning

Rl Lankan police have warned of a bombing campaign by the

separatist Tamil Tigers ahead of the country's parliamentary
elections next week. A senior officer said that the separatists had
infiltrated the capital Colombo to carry out bombings. The Tigers
were showing “desperation” after the failure of counter attacks
against government troops in the northern Jafina peninsula.

Ex- PM in the dock

COURT in the Indian capital, Delhi, has convicted the former
rime minister, PV Narasimha Rao, of corruption in a vote-
buying scandal. It is the first time an Indian leader has been con-
victed on corruption charges. A former senior minister, Buta Singh,
was also convicted in the same case. The two men were members of
the Congress Party, which governed India in the early 1990s.

Lanka rebels "repulsed’

HE Sri Lankan military says it has repulsed fresh attempts by ‘

Tamil rebels to overrun its positions in the northern Jafina
peninsula. “There were four attempts to attack the main defences |.
at Eluthumadduval but they were unsuccessful,” military spokes-
man Brigadier Sanath Karunaratne said. "It is like a prestige battle
for them." He said airforce jets had bombarded Elephant Pass, the
strategic gateway to the peninsula which the Tamil Tigers captured |
from the army in April. |
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Gangland probe

TEAM of Bombay police officials is to leave for Bangkok to help

the Thai police with their investigations into the suspected
Indian underworld boss, Chhota Rajan, injured in a shootout on 15
September and now in the custody of the Thai authoriUes. Accord-
ing to the home minister in the western state of Maharashtra,
Chagan Bhujbal, an assistant commissioner of police and two other
police officers from Bombay will also explore the possibility of
bringing Chhota Rajan back to Bombay.

Nepalese ninister resigns

HE Nepalese Home Minister, Govinda Raj Joshi, has

announced that he is resigning, less than a week after more
than 20 policemen were killed in Maoist rebel attacks. Joshi told a
news conference that his resignation was aimed at helping a gov-
ernment committee to investigate why the authorities failed to
prevent the attacks, which are among the fiercest the rebels have
ever carried out.

Blast in Kabul

EPORTS from Afghanistan say a powerful bomb exploded In

bul outside the offices of an aid agency and a newspaper run

by a Pakistani religious group Al-Rasheed Trust which supports

the ruling Taleban. The reports, which come from wilnesses. say

the bomb shattered windows but caused little other damage. No
| group has admitted planting the device. |
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