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Police, BDR put up road barricade

Khaleda prevented from
visiting flood-hit Kolaroa

From Staff Correspondent

KHULNA, Oct 5: The authorities today prevented BNP chlef and
der of the Opposition in Parliament Khaleda Zia from visiting flood-
t Kolaroa in Satkhira district.

The former prime minfster abandoned her programme and returned
to Jessore after remaining stranded for about three hours at
Jhaudanga, three miles from Kolaroa, as police and BRD blocked the
road by placing buses and trucks haphazardly,

Al Kolaroa, police fired tear gas shells to disperse agitated BNP activ-
ists who protested the authorities' action.

Police also damaged the podium erected In front of Kolaroa Pilot
High School for Khaleda Zia's scheduled public meeting,

Police and BDR intercepted her convoy at Jhaudanga on the
Satkhira-Jessore road at about 11am on the plea of security for Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's visit to Kolaroa at 2pm.

Hundreds of buses, trucks, cars and other transports were stranded
on both sides of the road, causing sufferings to thousands of people.

Khaleda Zia's visit to Kolaroa was earlier scheduled to begin at 3 pm.
When she came to know about the Prime Minister's programme, she

Satkhira district administration was Iinformed on Wednesday that
the Leader of the Opposition would complete her programme by noon
and return toJessore, they sald.

When contacted, DIG of Khulna Range Lutful Kabir told The Daily
Star that the Leader of the Opposition was not allowed to move lowards
Kolaroa at the instruction of the Speclal Security Force (SSF) because
of the Prime Minister's programme.

The DIG quoted SSF officials as saying that the Prime Minister's
security was the “top priority” at Kolaroa.

The BNP Chairperson, now visiting flood affected Western districts,
reached Satkhira this morning by road and visited a flood shelter at
Satkhira Government High School, She then started for Kolaroa.

Among other party leaders, Tariqul Islam, Ashraf Hossaln, Farida
Hasan, Khaledur Rahman Titu, Syed Didar Bakth were travelling with
Khaleda Zia.

Talking to newsmen at Jhaudanga, Khaleda Zla blasted the govern-
ment, saying it does not want the Opposition to participate in rellef and
rescue operation. “The ruling party is yet to learn democratic norms .

advanced her timing, party sources sald.

she said.

Kolaroa incident

BNP to stage
protest today

By Staff Correspondent

BNP Secretary General Abdul
Mannan Bhulyan has con-
demned the government for ‘pre-
venting party chief and Leader of
the Opposition In Parliament
Khaleda Zia from visiting flood

ected areas in Satkhira and

tributing relief.

NP will stage demonstrations
across the country today protest-
INg government's action In
Rolaroa. In Dhaka, the city BNP
will organise a protest rally at
Moktogggan Sodiam o' 4pa.
Bhuryansaid

He sald Khaleda Zia was going
to {lood-hil Kelarca in Satkhira
from Jessore yesterday morning
as per her earlier announced
programme.

Police and BDR obstructed her
at Jhawdanga. three miles from
Kolaroa thana, at about 1lam,
Bhulyan told a press conference

See page 11 Col 7

50 injured as
army, people

clash at a Ctg

market

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5; Atleast
50 ;’%p’f were injurediswhen
army personnel clashed® with
market people al Bhatiary Bazar
near BMA(Bangladesh Military
Academy) under Sitakunda
thana this aftermoon.

Of the injured, condition of 10
including Kalu, Salahuddin,
Khokon and Shah Alam were

§

Floodwaters threaten 2 crucial
embankments in Satkhira

Twenty-one more villages inundated

SATKHIRA, Oct 5: Flood
engulfed twenty-one more vil-
lages in eight unions under two
upazilas of the district In the last
24 hours ending at 5 pm today.

The unions are Kulla , Parulia,
Sadar under Debhata upazila
and Kushkhali, Agardari,
Bhomra, Shibpur and Ghona
under Sadar upazila.

Thousands of people in those
unions have been rendered home-
less. According to official sources,
32 unions including twelve
under Kalaroa thana. 14 unions
under Sadar, three under Tala
and three other unions under
Tevaga thana have so far gone
under water.

Waters rolling down from

From Our Correspondent

across the border have sub-
merged different points of
Satkhira-Bhomra., Debhala-
Shakhipur and Purulia roads.
Salkhira—Bhomra Road Is still
snapped and activity al Bhomra
landport also rematne SUus-
pended. Roadlink between
Satkhira Sadar and Kallgan| may
be snapped anytime. « -

Thousands of flood-hit people
with their belongings are stream-
ing to Satkhira town for food and
shelter. They are facing acute
scarcity of drinking water as
most of the tubewells have been
submerged. Prices of Kerosene oll
and essential commeodities have
shot up at Satkhira town.

About 1,50,000 people have

taken shelter In 120 rellief camps
in Kolaroa. 83 in Sadar thana and
elght in Tala thana.

Meanwhile, gushing {lood-
waters seriously threatened two

crucial embankments in the
district creating panic among
residents.

Officlals feared the collapse of

the dams would inundate more

than half of the district headquar-
ters and two other upazilas.

Police and [lood control room
officials said hundreds ol volun-
teers were struggling to repair the
breaches of Machkhola embank-
ment near the Betna river along
the eastern part of the town.

-Asimilar scene was wilnessed
See page 11 Col 7

Mobilise public opinion to
stop repeat of army rule

Speakers at a seminar 1n the city say

Participants al a discussion
meeting in the city yesterday
expressed the view that effective
steps should be taken to moiblise
public opinion at national and
International levels to prevent
recurrence of military rule in

Bangladesh and other developing

countries, disrupting democratic

Staled Lo be critical.
oce page 11 Col 6

ANNOUNCEMENT

HONOURING THE NATION BUILDERS
OF TOMORROW

The Eﬁﬁu Star proudly announces the
2nd ceremony of Awarding Certificates
of Excellence to outstanding students

of

O&A Level Examinations
(June 99 - June 2000) sessions.

The award ceremony will be held on
/ October, 2000, at the Osmani
Memorial Auditorium at 3 PM.

Guests are requested to be seated by
2:45 PM.,

Participation by invitations only.

Please Note:
In the absence of the award recipients, the
cerfificates/ prizes may be collected by the
parents. In case the parents are absent, the
teachers of their respective schools may
collect them .

Each award recipient may bring M'
guests ONLY.

Sponsored by:

APTECH -
COMPUTER EQUCATISN

By Special Correspondent

process.

They also felt that ambitious
military men who plan to impose
or actually Impose military rule
should be Lr!ed for treason.

The United Nations should also
adopt a principled stand not to
recognjse unconstitutional rulers
and to Isolate states having mili-
tary regimes, the participants
noted.

They were speaking at a dis-
cussion meeting on "UN
Millenium Summit, Legal Impli-
cations of Usurpation of Power
through Unconstitutional
Means.”

The discussion was held
against the backdrop of Prime
Minister Sheikh Hasina's slate-
ment at the Summit where she
had sald, "Necessary action must
be taken against those who cap-
ture power by unconstitutionally
overthrowing any government
elected by the people constitu-

tionally,”

Appreciating Hasina's stand |

against gilitary rule, the speak-
ers sald that UN membership of a
state was being used 'nakedly
and shamelessly’ to legitimise
military rule. Shelkh Hasina is
the [irst leader from any country
who had spoken about the world
body's role in this regard, they
noted.

The discussion meeting was
chaired by Finance Minister SAM
S Kibria and addressed by
renowned academics, lawyers
and diplomats.

Former ambassador and
Director of Bangladesh Institute
of Law and International Affairs
(BILIA) In his opening remarks
gave a list of military Interven-
tions since the Second War War.
He pointed out that coups d' etat
occurred in 17 of 20 Latin Ameri-
can countries, half a dozen North

See page 11 Col 7
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Mansoor Mamoon writes on upcoming St Lankan
parliarmentary polls inPolls: A haﬂnp far %

Democracy

COMMENT

Today democracy i1s limpingalong
in Bangladesh but it is alive, It is
also aware of liberal democrcy
heckoning in the horizon, With
umpteenth attempts on her life
democmey has not perished nor
s in comatose, writes Hasnal
Abdul Hye in Two Cheers for
emee racy

Mohammad Badrul Ahsan's Are
We Losing the Senseol the Deept

FOCUS

PEOPLE

Ekram Kabir's Right to Respect aqd Cratitude

}

Syed Muhammad Hussairs The quges Hasin
Development: An Actionable Roposal

ENVIRONMENT

Saleemul Huds Climate change negotiations,
What can Bangladesh dof

Vice Presidentand Cantroller of the World B ank
fFayez Choudhury talks to Navine Murshid
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2 shot dead in
Khagrachhari

KHAGRACHHARI, Oct 5:
Tribesmen opposed to the CHT
peace accord shot dead two peo-
ple and (njured three others at
Mahalchharl and Baghalchhari
in the hill district today, reports
UNB.

Officlals said Mohini Mohon
Chakma, 42, a CHT accord sup-
porter, was gunned down In an
abandoned bullding of
Mahalchharl Health Complex In
the morning.

Police recovered the body and

sent it to hospital morgue for
aulopsy.,
. In another Incident at frontier
point of Ghaglachhar! In
Baghaichhari, tribal gunmen
belonging to antl-CHT accord
group sprayed bullets on wood-
cutters Jabbar Mia, 42, Jamal,
27, Suruj, 26, and Akkas, 25, of
Kabakhali, Dighinala at about
noon when they went there for
cutting wood.

Jabbar dled on the spot while
the remaining three managed to
escape with bullet injuries.

Airbus Purchase Case
Hearing on charge
framing Oct 25

in presence of
Khaleda, 9 others

By Court Correspondent

The Special Court for Dhaka
Division yesterday granted fresh
ball to seven accused including a
former cabinet secretary in a Tk.
175 crore graft charge rtlallru_, lo
purchase of two alrbuses.

Judge Mohammad
Karim granted baill to former
cabinet secretary Ayubur
Rahman and former Biman offi-
cials Ahbab Ahmed, Abbasuddin,
Anwar  Hossain, Siddiqur
Rahman, Zamir Ahmed and
Mahmudur Rahman after they
appeared before the trial court for
bail.

Another petition for time of
three accused including former
prime minister Khaleda Zia was
submitted by her lawvers on
grounds that she along with
former finance minister M, Saifur
Rahman and lormer Civil Avia-
tion and Tourism Minister M A
Mannan went to visit the llood
allected areas while Assistant PP
Faridul Alam Talukder prayed for
short time.

After hearing both the sides the
court granted them time and
fixedd October 25 for hearing on
charge framing in presence of all
Lthe accused.

Earlier, the ten chargesheeted
accused Including Khaleda Zia
were granted ball by the Dhaka
Metropolitan Sessions Judge's

See page 12 Col 4

Fazlul

(Green channel
opens at
Ctg port

From Staff Correspondent

CHITTAGONG, Oct 5: The
green channel opened at
Chittagong port this afternoon.

The green channel, first of its
kind at this major port of the
country, was introduced to facill-
tate the delivery of containers
loaded with raw materials for
garments Industries without
checking.

Chairman of National Board of
Revenue (NBR) Zakir Ahmed
Khan Inaugurated the green
channel on the MPB premises at
Chittagong port this afternoon.

See page 12 Col 4

day of Durga Puja.

Kumari Puja at Ramkrishna Mission in the city watenlny, third

--Star photo

Kuman Puja
celebrated

The members of the Hindu
community vesterday thronged
into different Puja Mandops in
the capital with usual devotion
and festive mood In celebration of
the Sharadiya Durga Puja,
reports BSS.

The main attraction of the
"Maha Ashtami” was Kumari Puja
where Puja was offered to the
Goddess Durga as a mark of
upholding the dignity of the vir-
Zinity of women.

Hundreds of devolees rushed
o the city's Ramkrishna Mission
Puja Mandop as the Kumari Puja
was only offered there.

The devotees along with their
spouses expressed thelr homage
to the image of Goddess Durga
and exchanged greetings each
other.

Politiclans Cultural activists
and members of other religlons
were also seen visiting the Puja
Mandops vesterday and express-
Ing greetings with their Hindu
Iriends.

See page 11 Col B
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Bangladesh Opener Javed Omar gears up for a square cut during his gritty knock of 63 not out against

England in Nairobi yesterday

- AFP photo

Bangladesh knocked out

NAIROBI, Oct 5 (Internet
report): A 175-run partnership
for the second wicket between
captain Nasser Hussain and Alec
Stewart helped England demolish
Bangladesh on the third day of

the ICC Knockout Trophy here
today.

Bangladesh's targetl ol 232 lor
eight from their 50 overs proved

little challenge to England, who
notched up 236 for two wickels In

43.5 overs.

Hussain hit five sixes and nine

fours in his 95 before olfering an
easy caught and bowled chance
to Mohammad Ralflque
a welcome relief alter being dog
ged by poor form during the sum
Imer.

He shared a partnership of 175

who remained
not out at the

with Alec Stewart,
unbeaten on R7

end. Man-of-the-match Stewart
whose previous four one-day
innings lor England brought
scores of 74 notout, 101, 100 and

97, looked fluent from the
but was conlent to play a sup
porting role to Hussain altes

il sel

but it was

reaching his fifty off 59 balls

Bangladesh made a positive
start when Caddick straved onlto
the leg side with his lirst delivery
and Javed flicked the ball away to
Lthe long leg boundary

Opening partner Al-Sahariar
Rokon looked nervous, how
and struggled for 43 balls before

CVCT,

itempting a wild shot to a hall
ifrom Caddick and Mark Allevne
made no mistake at mid-oft!

Javed soon followed him back
after
being rapped on the finger, bring-
ing Aminul Islam out to the mid-
dle and he and Habibul Bashar
stayed together until the 21st

lh{ pavillon for treatment

OVCT.

Bangladesh reached

aggressive 46 Irom 60 balls.
>ee page 11 Col 7
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'98 HSC result scandal
All documents

missing from
Ctg Board office

From Our Correspondent

CHITTAGONG. Oct 5
the scandal In the result of HS(

All the evide
examination held under Chittagong

nces and documents relating to

e

Education Board in 1998 are missing,

Prol Shahidullah

missing mysteriously
In the scandal.

School & Collage -- Ashiqul Kabl

Secretary of the Board,
with Chandgaon thana today said the documents and e

in a General Dairv filed
vidences al ¢

two students ol Chittagong Cantonment Public
Mahmud and Ruhul Haq

-managed

to get the 1st and 18th positions respectively in the combined merit list

of Commerce Group through 'forge

three Board officials and a teacher of the college

A probe Into the matter later detected the forgery, and results of the
two students were cancelled on September 2 this year.

'he Board also took punitive actions against the three Board off
clals and the college teacher. The examination centre at the college was

also cancelled for two vears.

All the documents and evidences were kept in the {ron safe at the
ollice room ol Habibullah Khan, Controller of the Board.
When the Secretary of the Board sought the papers vesterday, the

Controller, to his utter surprise,
evidences were missing

found that

all the documents and

As per the GD, the documents Included results and answer scripts ol
the two students, statements of 16 witnesses taken by the probe com-

mittee and tabulation sheets

 and corruption’ with the help of |

| Limited Co:

Information memo

Consultants fail
to send final

report to Biman
By Special Correspondent

Consultants of Ba
Biman Citibank of New York
have falled to send as per sched
ule the final report on 'Inlorma
ton memorandum’ for off-loading
of 40 per cent shares of the
national carrier to a Strategic
HPartner, Biman sources said

[he report which would form
the basis of bid documents was

larlanck
ngladesh

| scheduled to reach the Biman

headquarters by yesterday.

Two sets of bid documents are
being prepared by the consul-
tants one retaining the corpora
tion status of the Biman and
another converting it into a Public
npanyunder a
restructuring and commenrciali-
sation plan.

Alter approval by the authori-
ties, the information memoran-
dum IS scheduled to be put on
Biman website on the Internet by
October 15 for the information of
Potential strategic partners.

The bidding process is likely to
be completed by the vearend.

Biman officlals said they are

See page 11 Col 6

EUROPEAN STANDARD SCHOOL (ESS

o Play Group to A-Level

o Conducted by a group of expenenced Teachers.

o Speciality - No private coaching 15 needed. We prepare students for
0 & A-Level Examinations.

o Admussion starts from October 10, 2000 for all classes.

o (lasses start on second week of January 2001.

o (Contact Address: 8/1, Block - D, Lalmatia, Dhaka- 1207
Phone; 019347767, 017346957
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149 for
four after 40 overs but skipper
Nalmur lifted the tempo with an
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